(Visual - Real Jesus Banner and Gift Illustration Banner)
“Jesus is the Reason for Life”
(Christmas sermon)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Luke chapter 2, verse number 7. Luke chapter 2, verse number 7. The Bible says in Luke chapter 2, verse number 7, “And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:7-14) 

My friends, here we have part of the wonderful Christmas story about the birth of Jesus Christ into this world. Many have said, “Jesus is the reason for the Christmas season,” and I believe that with all my heart as well. But let me say this: I believe Jesus is the reason for life. Oh, Jesus Christ is the reason for life. I want to speak to you on that subject, “The Lord Jesus Christ is the reason for life.” Let me explain to you what I’m talking about. 

Let's pray. "Lord, help us to understand this great truth that can help us. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

Oh, my friends, I love Christmas. I love opening up gifts and all the other great things that go along with the Christmas season. To many people, Christmas is about Santa Claus, and making sure they’re being nice and not naughty. To many, it’s about Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, how he pulls that sleigh and leads all the other reindeer. Oh, many like Frosty the Snowman. Many like a white Christmas. Where I’m from, we would always want a white Christmas and we got that from time to time; it was very beautiful to see the snow falling over the trees. 

Many get together with family and friends and they have presents, and fellowship and food. They pass the presents and they open them up and there’s laughter and joy and such a wonderful time. Oh, they have great food such as carne asada, enchiladas, guacamole, and chocolate ice cream, and vanilla ice cream... Oh, man, let’s pray, and let’s go eat –– No!  I'm teasing.

Now my friends, Jesus is the reason for the Christmas season. But let me say this: Jesus is the reason for the season of fall. Jesus is the reason for the season of winter. Jesus is the reason for the season of spring. Jesus is the reason for the season of summer. Oh, I believe Jesus is the reason for everything we do in life. 

So why is Jesus the reason for life? Well, let me say this:

1. Because of His birth. My friends, Jesus created everything in the world. He’s God Almighty. There’s one God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. So God the Son decided to become man in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and He was born of the virgin Mary, a miraculous birth. Jesus was born for a reason: to give His life for the whole world. The Bible says, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) Oh, my friends, we need to have peace with God and there’s only way: through Jesus Christ. 

I think of the many names Jesus was given, and I believe the reason why is because one name could not sufficiently describe how wonderful Jesus is. Jesus was called the Advocate, the One Who would stand up for us and make intercession for us. Jesus was called the Carpenter. Oh, my friends, if your life is all messed up, Jesus is the Master Carpenter, and He can straighten everything out. Jesus was called the Deliverer, the One Who would set the captives free. Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” (Luke 4:18) Jesus also said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Oh, Jesus Christ can set you free. 

Jesus is the Door by which we must enter into Heaven, and there is no other way. Jesus is a Friend of sinners. I don’t care what you’ve done, I don’t care where you’ve gone, it doesn’t matter what mistakes you’ve made. Jesus is a Friend and wants to reach out and help you. Jesus said, “I am that bread of life.” (John 6:48) Oh, if you’re hungry spiritually, and you want to be filled, Jesus is the Bread of life. Jesus is the Light of the world. When it seems like you are in darkness and nothing makes sense, look to Jesus; He’s the Light of the world. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. You’re running around like a sheep and you don't know where to go. Then look to Jesus; He’s the Good Shepherd; He can guide you through life. See, Jesus is the Door Who can lead us to eternal life. Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Oh, if you’ll believe in Jesus, then you can rise up and live with Him in a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. Jesus is the True Vine that gives life to the branches, and gives life to us. If we will trust in Jesus, then Jesus will give us eternal life. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) 

Oh, Jesus is the Lamb of God. I think of the great preacher, John the Baptist, who said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) See, Jesus gave His life to forgive all people, no matter who they are, of their sins so they could be saved from Hell and go to Heaven someday. Jesus is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Oh, Jesus wants to have a relationship with you. Jesus loves you and cares about you so very much. 

Oh, my friends, because Jesus was born into this world, we can also experience the new birth. So what am I talking about? One time, Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus and was talking with Jesus, and Jesus answered and said to him, “Verily, verily I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” (John 3:3-7) 

See, the only way we can have eternal life is to be born again. What is Jesus talking about here? Well, on September 5, 1971, I was born into my family. I was not born into my family because of my good works or my own decision; it was the decision my parents made, and so I was born into this world. Now we must be born into God’s family. We must be born from above. And the way we do it is we ask Jesus Christ to come into our heart, and be our Saviour to save us from Hell and to take us to Heaven, and then we are born into the family of God. It’s not something we can do, God’s got to do it. So therefore we need to say, “Lord, I want to be born again. I want You to live in my heart,” and then Jesus will come into your life and You will be a part of the family of God. That means that one day you will go to a wonderful place of no more hurt, or pain, or sorrow, a wonderful place called Heaven. 

A little later, Jesus goes on to tell Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Oh, God loved you so much that He sent His Son on a rescue mission to forgive you of all your sins. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done; Jesus died to forgive you of your sins so that you would not have to perish or go to Hell forever and ever, but that you might have everlasting life to go to a wonderful place. Oh, Jesus suffered for you to save you from Hell so that you can go to Heaven.

Oh, that reminds me, not only is Jesus the reason for life because of His birth, but secondly, because of His death. Let me show you what I’m talking about: (Show Real Jesus Banner.) Oh, my friends, think about what Jesus went through for you. Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, and He sweat as great drops of blood because He was in agony and He was praying for you and for me. Oh, He rose up from there and they hit Jesus and the disciples abandoned Him. They took Him to a place where they put Him on trial and they made false accusations and they lied against Jesus. They put a blindfold over His face and were hitting Him in the face and said, “Who hit You, Jesus? Who hit You, Jesus?” Oh, Jesus could have called a thousand angels to wipe them out, but you know why He didn’t? Because Jesus was giving His life for you to save you from Hell so you can go to Heaven someday. 
Oh, they spit in His face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns over His brow, and blood flowed down His face. They took that whip, and they ripped His back open. And they beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. Why? To save you from Hell. Oh, they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet, and they picked up that cross, and they dropped it into the ground. Jesus suffered, and He bled, and He died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, and to give us a wonderful home in Heaven if we’ll trust in Him alone to save us. 
Oh, if we’ll trust in Jesus alone to save us, then we will not have to experience eternal death in hell. The Bible says, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) Oh, Jesus died to save us from hell. The Bible says, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14-15) 
Oh, my friends, because of our sin, we deserve to be eternally separated from God. But that’s why Jesus died, to forgive us of our sins, to save us from hell, and to take us to Heaven. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) Oh, because of our sins, we deserve to go to Hell. Jesus talked about a man that was in Hell, and he was suffering and crying, “Help! Help!” but there was no help for him because he rejected Jesus Christ. But there was a man named Lazarus who trusted in Jesus to forgive him of his sins and save him from Hell and take him to Heaven when he died. So when he died, he went to a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. You could be like Lazarus. You could ask Jesus to come into your heart and take you to a wonderful place called heaven. 

My friends, why is Jesus the reason for life? Because of His birth, because of His death, and thirdly, because of His resurrection. Oh, when Jesus rose from the dead, He proved that He had victory over sin, death, and Hell. See, Jesus was raised for our justification. Listen to me very carefully. Mohammed is still in the grave, but Jesus rose from the dead. Hey, Buddha is still in the grave, but Jesus rose from the dead. Hey, Confucius is still in the grave, but Jesus rose from the dead. That’s what separates Jesus from every other historical religious figure because Jesus was the Son of God and He died on the Cross to forgive us from our sins and to save us from Hell. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead.

A missionary finished preaching in a marketplace in one of the villages of north India. A Mohammedan stepped up to him and said, “You must admit that we have one thing that you have not and it’s better than anything you have.”

“And what is it you have?” 

“When we go to Mecca,” said the Mohammedan, “we at least find a coffin, but when you Christians go to Jerusalem, your Mecca, you find nothing but an empty grave.”

Then the missionary was smiling and explained, “Oh, that’s just the difference. Mohammed is still dead and in his coffin. All false systems of religion and philosophy are in their coffins, but Christ is risen and all power in Heaven and earth is given to Him. Jesus is alive forevermore!" 

Some time ago, a preacher was speaking about the resurrection of Christ, and he was telling the story of the crucifixion of Jesus’ death to his four-year-old boy. As he went on with the story, the little lad looked up with a sad expression on his face and said, “Dad, did Jesus die then?” 

“Yes,” said the father. “He died on the cross.”

“Oh,” said the boy. “He could not love me now.”

“Then,” said the father in telling this incident, “how I realized the value of the resurrection at that moment and what a joy it was to be able to say to my son, 'Jesus can love you now because He rose again from the dead on the third day. Jesus lives now and loves you now and will forever and ever. Oh, Jesus rose from the dead for our justification.'” 

Now, if Jesus didn’t rise, we have no faith. But there’s so much proof of the resurrection of Christ. Think about it. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then the enemies of the disciples could have hauled His dead body into downtown Jerusalem and shut the whole Christianity thing down, but they couldn’t because Jesus rose from the dead. Think about it. There were over 500 people who saw a risen Jesus. Oh, what evidence of personal testimony! Think about the disciples who abandoned Jesus and were afraid and fearful, but later ended up being martyrs and giving their lives and being tortured because of their belief in Jesus as the Saviour, and that He rose from the dead.

“Oh,” you say. “Maybe they had something to gain from it and they would get money.”

But think about it. Would you be willing to give your life and suffer, and bleed, and die to tell people that Jesus rose from the dead if you knew He didn’t? It doesn’t make sense. The fact that they were giving their lives shows that Jesus rose from the dead. There is so much more that could be said. If you just study the facts about the resurrection, you will be amazed and you will be persuaded, I believe, that Jesus is the Saviour of the world and that He rose from the dead. Oh, Jesus Christ is alive and has changed many lives, and He can change your life, too.

Now, the result of Jesus’ resurrection is that if we will put our faith and trust and our dependence only in Christ alone to get us to Heaven, then we will have eternal life and we will go to a wonderful place. Oh, life is brief. My little baby, Alejandra, was born in Monterrey, Mexico, but she only lived for 12 days and she went to Heaven. Oh, she’s in a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. But my friends, life is brief. “For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14b) The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) Oh, my friends, we need to prepare for all eternity. 

I’m reminded how Jesus told that story about a lady who had ten coins and she lost one of her coins, and she was looking all over. “Where is my lost coin? Oh, where is my lost coin?” She finally found the lost coin and she invited everybody to come. “Hey! I found it!” And she was rejoicing. Jesus was telling that story to compare it to the value of a soul, and how a soul is so precious. Oh, you’re precious. Jesus knows the very number of hairs that are on your head––and the number that aren’t on your head. Hey, Jesus loves you and cares about you. 

Lift up your thumb, if you will. Look at your thumbprint. You’re the only one who has that thumbprint. What am I saying? You’re one of a kind. You have a special DNA. God loves you. God cares for you. God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. 

I’m reminded how Jesus told about a shepherd who had a hundred sheep and one sheep went astray and how the shepherd went looking for that lost sheep. I can imagine him looking everywhere for this lost sheep, and finally he returned home rejoicing because he found his lost sheep. Now listen to me. You’re more precious than any lost sheep. Oh, God loves you. God cares about you, God wants the best for you. Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10b) 

Oh, a great preacher, the Apostle Paul, said, “For to me to live is Christ...” (Philippians 1:21a) Oh, Jesus Christ changed my life. He made a difference in my life. Jesus loved me when nobody else loved me, and He can do the same for you. Jesus loves you, and cares about you, and wants to help you. See, there’s a void in your life, and you can try to fill it with drugs, alcohol, sex, and religion, fame, or fortune, but you’ll be void inside because you were created to have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now because of our sins, we are separated from God, but Jesus Christ paid the price to forgive us of our sins so we could go to Heaven. Jesus said, “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” (John 6:47b) If you’ll believe, and trust, and depend on Christ, then He’ll take you to Heaven someday. Oh, you’ve got to put your faith in Jesus. It’s kind of like getting on an airplane. You don’t know about the pilot, you don’t know about the mechanic, you don’t know much about the airplane, but you know it’s taking you to the destination. You might not understand everything, but realize this: Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you to save you from Hell. So just say, “Jesus, I don’t understand it all, but please come into my heart and life.” And Jesus will do it just like that. 

Oh, my friends, it’s just like receiving a gift. Let me show you: (Visual - Gift Illustration) My friends, I love Christmas. I love to open up gifts, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ. The greatest gift of all is going to Heaven through Jesus Christ, but you have to receive it. 

Here I have these 20 pesos. I say, “I’ll give you this, but you’ve got to come to church with me.” Is that a gift? “I’ll give you this, but you’ve got to do a lot of good works or wash my vehicle.” Is that a gift? No. A true gift is free. Now I can offer this gift to him all day, but it is not his until he receives it. It’s the same way with Jesus. You have to receive Jesus in order for you to go to Heaven. See, you can't do anything to get to heaven except trust that Jesus gave His life for you to save you from hell so that you can go to heaven. “Thank you very much. You can sit down.”

Now, is there anyone else that wants to help me? No, no. You had your chance. Listen. He came forward and he received that gift of 20 pesos. Right now, you can come to Jesus and say, “Jesus, come into my heart. I trust You to take me to Heaven,” and then Jesus will come to live in your heart and one day, He’ll take you to Heaven. 

Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him...” (Revelation 3:20) Oh, Jesus is knocking and He wants to come into your heart to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven. So right now, you ask Jesus to come into your heart to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to Heaven. Right now, you receive Jesus into your heart and life. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
