(Visual - real Jesus banner)
"Have We Left Our First Love?"
Well, it's great to be here, and I want to help you, so open your Bibles to Revelation chapter 2, verse 1.  Revelation chapter and verse 1.  The Bible says in Revelation chapter 2 and verse 1, "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent." (Revelation 2:1-5)

My friends, the Lord rebuked the church of Ephesus because they left their first love.  Therefore the Lord told them to repent and do the first works. Let me ask you, do you remember when you loved the Lord and wanted to tell people about Jesus?  I want to speak to you on the subject, "Have We Left Our First Love?" Let's pray.

There is a book entitled "Beggars in Velvet." Pastor Lee Roberson talked about how the author repeats an eastern legend that burns itself in the memory of everyone who reads it. He tells of a prince who fell in love with a beautiful girl. All of the people of the kingdom rejoiced with the prince because he was so happy. They rejoiced in his marriage. They basked in the love that he had for his wife. His whole life revolved around her. 

To his terrible bereavement, his beautiful queen, the center of his life, sickened and died. The young prince was heartbroken. Now, he buried her in a magnificent black marble tomb. The prince found himself sitting hour after hour by the side of the tomb. He wanted to do more for his wife. 

Deciding that the tomb wasn't enough, he wanted to build a mausoleum over it. He brought in building materials for it from all over the world. He built waterfalls and gardens. He brought in swans and all the vegetation of the land around him. The people came from miles around to view it. However, even this was not enough.

"I know what I will do. I will build a tower over the mausoleum." He trembled at the thought of its beauty. They began the work. Every discordant color and blemish in symmetry were removed. As the tower grew skyward over the black tomb, he daily climbed the scaffolding and peered down into the depths. He rejoiced at the beauty and the color and splendor. One day as he climbed the scaffolding and he looked down below, he saw something that marred the beauty. Something repulsive and distasteful. In a fit of frustration that something might blot out or mar the beauty of the place, he cried out to the workman below, "Remove that thing." Obeying him, his workman removed the black marble tomb of his wife. Oh, the king had built for beauty, forgetting the purpose for which he had built it - the tomb of his wife. 

Oh, there is a great danger that we might forget the purpose of everything that we are doing. What is the purpose of our church, Sunday school class, our buildings, our schools, our organizations, our offerings, our missionaries, and our very lives? It is the winning of souls. Oh, Jesus should be first in everything that we do. Have we forgotten about Jesus? Have we left our first love? 

Jesus said to the church, "You have left your first love." Oh, maybe we need to come back to Jesus and say, "Jesus, I want to put You first in everything. Jesus, You gave me everything, Your very life for me, and I want You to give my life for You." Oh, will you do your best for Jesus and let the love of Christ shine through you so we can reach this world for Christ? 

Possibly, our greatest accountability before God in the day of judgment will be for the sins of OMISSION, the things which we should have done, and didn't; the little acts of service we could have shown, and didn't. In Christ's judgment of the nations, it was not so much what they had done, but what they had not done. Jesus said,  "For I was an hungered and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink."  They took no strangers in; they visited no prisoners. They had lived in calloused indifference to the human need and suffering all around them.

My friends, have we forgotten that people are going to die and go to hell forever if we don't reach them? Oh, do we see the needs of others?

In Kentucky a family of about thirty-five, counting children and grandchildren, would assemble for Christmas eve.  That was when they would give out their Christmas gifts.  This was done in a very unique way and done in the same way year after year.  In the living room, the grandfather makes the talk about Christ. He reads the Bible, never hurrying.  The children are impatient, but he ignores them.  He reads gently, carefully, and lovingly.  The family hears again and again about the beautiful Christmas story of Jesus. After prayer, he is ready to give out gifts.  This, too, is done in a certain way and with a certain deliberation.  There is no hurrying.  He enjoys this part, and the family is happy to allow him the privilege.  Now, he began giving out gifts on Christmas Eve. One by one, the names of the children were called, “John, Joe, Mary, etc.” They respond and come forward to receive the gifts that the grandfather had for them. Each child would say to the Grandfather, “Thank you, grandfather.”  He called many names, and many gifts were given.  Occasionally, he would pick up a gift and put it over to one side. No name was called.  The gift was untouched. A little boy of about ten sat near the Christmas tree and near his grandfather. There was the tearing of paper, laughing and much good nature humor, but the little boy near the tree didn’t have a single gift, while others had many or several.  All were happy, but this one sober lad.  When the grandfather had finished, the boy sat there empty-handed, and big tears began to trickle down his face.  He didn’t say anything for awhile, and then he quietly turned to his grandpa and said, “Granddaddy, don’t I get anything?  Granddaddy, don’t I get anything?” The Grandfather had been playing a trick on his grandchild, but it backfired because the boy’s heart had been broken and he started crying. “Oh, Granddaddy, don’t I get anything?” My friends, there is a cry over all the world, saying, “Will somebody tell me about Jesus?  Will someone tell me the truth?  Will someone tell me about somebody who loves me and cares about me?”  Oh, my friends, we need to do all we can to tell others that Jesus loves them, that Jesus died for them, and that Jesus will save them. 

William Carey, known as the father of modern-day missions, once said, "We as Christians need to understand and do something about the condition of the lost, the constraining love of Christ, and the command of Christ." Did you hear that? "We as Christians need to understand and do something about the condition of the lost, the constraining love of Christ, and the command of Christ." Have we really thought about condition of the lost? The Bible says, "For the wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23a) In the book of Revelation it says, "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire." (Revelation 21:14-15) Oh, my friends, there is a real place called hell, and it is forever, and ever, and ever.

William Booth was the founder of the Salvation Army where folks were called soldiers for Christ and went out and reached people for the Lord. But, you know, Booth said that he would like to train his soldier boys, if he could, in this manner. He would love to hold them by their feet and lower them into the pits of hell and they could experience hell for just a little bit, and then they would get out from there and do all they could to tell others about the cross. They would have compassion to reach the lost. They would realize that people are going to burn forever and ever.

Oh, do we think about the condition of the lost? Have you ever thought that people will burn forever and ever and ever and cry out, "Help! Help! Help!" but there is no help. People are dying and going to hell. We have got to do something to reach them. Where is our love?

My friends, we need to realize the constraining love of Christ. The Bible says, "For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again." (II Corinthians 5:14-15) Hey, we serve a risen Saviour. Oh, you ask me how I know Jesus lives? Because Jesus lives within my heart. Hey, Jesus gave His life for us, and we ought to give our lives and have love in our hearts to tell others about Christ. 

Oh, have you forgotten how much God loves you? Hey, God loved you so much that He gave His only Son Jesus Christ. Jesus loved you so much that He died on the cross for you to save you from hell and give you a home in heaven. If you appreciate what Jesus did for you, then go out and tell people about Him. Oh, let us think about the constraining love of Christ, that Jesus loved us and that Jesus gave His life for us, and we ought to give our lives to tell others about Christ. 

Oh, my friends, we need to also realize the command of Jesus. Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15) My friends, that's not just a good suggestion. That is not just a great idea. That is a command given by the King of kings and the Lord of lords. And Jesus said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." (John 14:15) Jesus said, "If you love me, keep my commandments." Oh, do we love Jesus enough to tell others about Christ?

The great preacher John Wesley said, "You have one business on earth - to save souls." Hey, you need to have God's love in your heart and in your life and manifested through you to reach souls. The Bible says, "Perfect love casteth out fear." (I John 4:18b) Oh, "Love your neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 19:19b) The Bible also says, "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind." (II Timothy 1:7) Oh, God can give you His love to reach out to someone else. Just cry out, "Oh, Jesus, fill me with Your love. Give me a fresh baptism of the love of God. Oh, Holy Spirit, let Your love flow through me to reach others for Christ." 

Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, so therefore we should give our lives to tell others about Christ. 

A man said, "We tried to visit the poor lepers at least once a month.  When they gathered out on the grass, we went over what they had learned and sought to make clear the way of salvation by the use of Gospel pictures.  Sometimes we asked them questions, to see if they really understood what they were learning.  I remember once asking the question, 'Just how do you know that the Lord Jesus loves you?'

They answered, 'Because of you.'"  Oh, God wants to show His love through you.

Dr. J. Frank Norris was a great man of God. God used him in a great way. He was pastoring two very successful churches at the same time. Dr. Norris said, “I will do anything to keep a man out of Hell.” He said in Fort Worth, he would often wait on a family’s porch at 3:00 a.m. till the first light came on. At that time he would knock on the door. Many times he would be soul winning until 11 p.m. Often he would have 5 or 10 adults lined up for baptism on Sunday. Once Norris had led a famous cowboy who had been gored by a bull to Christ while he was in the hospital. He was to be baptized on a stretcher on Sunday. Norris had flyers and radio announcements all over the town announcing this. He had his assistant pastor bring the cowboy’s horse named Hog Eyes up to the choir loft to see her owner baptized. The effect was electrifying. The altars were filled all afternoon with people who had heard of the event on the radio and now were being saved. 

Listen to me. That man was using his mind to think, How I can reach others for Christ? He was doing all he could to reach others for Jesus. Someone said to a great preacher, “Who is going to build the greatest church in the world?" The response was, "The greatest soul winner.” Hey, why don't you get out and soul win? Why don't you reach people for Christ? Let's do all we can to reach others for Jesus.

A Chinaman brought a number of his friends to a mission. When asked how he succeeded in getting so many to come, he said, "I got on my knees and talky, talky, talky. Then I got up and walky, walky, walky." Pray and then work. Prayer without works is vain. Praying without working, like working without praying, is dead. Let’s all talky and walky. Hey, let’s put feet to our prayers. Let’s get busy. Let’s reach others for Jesus.

When a great preacher set on his work which shook the world, his friend said, "I can best help where I am. I will remain and pray while you toil." 

The man prayed day by day. But as he prayed, he began to feel uncomfortable. One night he had a dream. He thought the Saviour Himself approached him and showed him His hands and His feet. He saw the fountain of blood in which he had been cleansed from sin. Then the Saviour, looking earnestly into his eyes, said unto him, "Follow me." The Lord took him to a lofty mountain and pointed eastward. Looking in that direction, the man saw a plain stretching away to the horizon. It was dotted with white sheep, thousands and thousands of them. One man was trying to shepherd them all. It was his friend who was the preacher. The Saviour pointed westward and the friend saw a great field standing with corn. One reaper was trying to harvest it all. The lonely laborer was spent and exhausted but he still persisted in the task. The man recognized in the solitary field that it was his old friend, the preacher. Then his friend said when he had awakened, “It is not enough that I should pray. The sheep must be shepherded. The fields must be reaped. Lord, here am I; send me.” He went out and shared his old friend’s labors and he reached people for Christ.

My friends, if we love the Lord, then we will be in love with what He loves.  The Bible says, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) Oh, if we love the Lord, then we will reach others for Christ.

Someone said, "Remember when you first fell in love?" However, another said, "He will get over it!" My friends, that is exactly what occurred with God's children in the Church of Ephesus in the first century:  "They got over it!"  That is, they "ceased loving Christ first."  Oh, God save us from "getting over it!"  Let's love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love our neighbor as ourselves.  Let's love the Lord Jesus Christ and tell others about Him.

Hudson Taylor, the great missionary, was examining some young people who had volunteered for the mission field.  He wanted to ascertain their qualifications for the arduous life toward which they were looking.  He asked one, "And why do you wish to go as a foreign missionary?" 

"I want to go because Christ has commanded us to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature," was the reply.

Another said, "I want to go because millions are perishing without Christ, not having even heard of the One Name whereby the lost may be saved."

Others gave various answers.  Then the great missionary Hudson Taylor said, "All of these motives, though good, will fail you in times of testings, trials, tribulations, and possibly death.  There is but ONE MOTIVE which will sustain you in trial and testing, namely, 'For the LOVE OF CHRIST constraineth us.' (II Corinthians 5:14a)

(Show real Jesus banner.)  Oh, think about the love of Christ and how He gave His life for you.  Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He died on the cross for you. I think of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane.  The Bible says Jesus was praying and He was in such agony that He sweat as great drops of blood.  Jesus rose up from there and a mob met Him.  The Bible says they struck the Shepherd, and the sheep scattered.  Oh, they struck Jesus, and the disciples abandoned Him.  They led Jesus to a place where they put Him on trial.  They made false accusations against Him.  They put a crown of thorns over His brow and took that whip and ripped His back open (use whip).  They put a blindfold over His eyes and hit Him and said, “Who hit you, Jesus?  Who hit you?”  They spit in Jesus' face. They plucked His beard out. Oh, they beat Jesus so badly that people could barely recognize him. Listen to me. Jesus could have called down thousands of angels and wiped them all out.  But you know why He didn’t?  I’m looking at the reason right now.  Oh, Jesus was giving His life for you.

They led Jesus to the place of Golgotha – the place of the skull.  They drove the spikes into His hands, and into His feet.  They picked up that old cross and they dropped it into the ground.  Oh, Jesus suffered, and He bled, and He died. Why?  For you, and for me. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us.

My friends, when we think about the fact that Jesus loved us so much that He suffered and He bled and He died on the cross to forgive us our sins, save us from hell, and take us to Heaven someday, then that should motivate us to love the Lord and tell others about Christ.  Oh, have we left our first love?  

Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, so let's give our lives to Him. My friends, let's decide to love Jesus again and do all we can to tell others about Him.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

