(Visual - Real Jesus banner and whip)
“The Solution to Chaos”
(salvation sermon)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Luke chapter 8, verse number 22 through 25. Luke chapter 8, verse number 22. The Bible says in Luke chapter 8, verse number 22, “Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he, {speaking of Jesus} went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.” (Luke 8:22-25) 

The disciples were in the midst of the storm. The wind was raging, the water was filling the boat and also crashing against the boat. So they wondered, “What are we going to do? We’re in the midst of a storm.” 

Sometimes in life, it seems like we’re in storms. The water is crashing against our lives, the winds are raging, there’s thunder and lightning, there is darkness, and we feel like there’s no hope. What do we do when everything is chaotic? That’s why I want to speak to you on the subject, “The Solution to Chaos.” Oh, what do we do when everything’s crazy? What is the solution to chaos? 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us today to see the solution to chaos. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen."
My friends, sometimes it seems like life is crazy. It just seems like things are confusing, and things are overbearing us, and we just don’t know what to do. Nothing seems to make sense, and we’re devastated by our situations and our circumstances, and there’s a sense of, “What do I do?” What is the answer to my problems? Where is the help in the time of need? Oh, what is the solution to chaos? So what should you do when life is crazy? Let me say this: run to Jesus. Oh, when everything is crazy, and everything doesn’t make sense, run to Jesus. Run to Jesus. Oh, run to Jesus. 

The disciples were in that storm, and the wind was crashing against the boat, and the waves were coming in, and they were scared, and they were completely overwhelmed. But they got to Jesus, and Jesus stood up and rebuked the storm and brought deliverance. Oh, my friends, when everything’s against us, that’s when we need Jesus Christ. I don’t know what your problems are. I don’t know what heartaches that you’re dealing with right now. Oh, you can try drugs. You can try alcohol. You can go to this person, or that person, or this preacher, or that preacher, or this psychologist, or this religion, or this religion, but you’re going to find out that you’re void inside. Oh, you have fear, and you’re overwhelmed by loneliness, and you have guilt of what you’ve done or what’s happened to you, and you’re empty inside, and there’s only One Person who can help you, and it’s the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, Jesus wants to set you free!

Oh, there’s nothing better than having a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. I grew up in a home where there was fussing and fighting, and I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me, but Jesus Christ came into my life. Jesus changed my life, and He gave me a purpose. And one day, I know I’m going to Heaven. Oh, Jesus changed my life, and He loves you as well. See, Jesus wants to change your life, and He wants to help you. Oh, the solution to the chaos is that Jesus wants to help. Jesus wants to set you free. Oh, Jesus wants to be right there with you to help you with whatever situation. 

You say, “How do we run to Jesus?” Well, you seek Jesus! The Lord says, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13) Oh, my friends, I think of how the deer pants after the water. See, I grew up in the mountains, and in hunting season, someone shoots at the deer, and the deer takes off, and he runs, and he runs. All of a sudden, he’s getting thirsty, and he runs up a hill, runs down the other side. He’s looking for that water. He’s searching after it. He’s got to have it. He’s got to get to that water. So in like manner we need the Lord.
It’s like a man in a desert, and he’s going along, and there’s no water. So he’s looking, and looking, and looking. He’s got to have water, or he’s not going to make it. Oh, my friends, we’ve got to cry out, and search after God in like manner. God says, “If you’ll seek Me, you’ll find Me.” Jesus said, “... him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) The Bible says, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Revelation 22:17) Oh, Jesus is the Water of Life that can satisfy your soul. Jesus is the Bread of Life that can feel the hunger of your soul. Nothing else will do it; you need Jesus. 

Oh, my friends, God can give you His strength through His Word. "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword..."  (Hebrews 4:12)
In 1650, William Harvey discovered the circulation of the blood, and that life principal resided therein. Scientists regarded this as an amazing discovery. However, it was revealed way before that. The Bible says, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood...” (Leviticus 17:11) A modern scientist said, “This is the most comprehensive and up-to-date observation that has ever been made, that life and the well-being of every organ, gland, and tissue depends upon the condition and rate of the bloodstream,” but the Bible had already mentioned this.  

The Word of God is so powerful. Even before people knew the Earth was round, the Bible says, “It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth..." (Isaiah 40:22) The Bible also says, "he stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing." (Job 26:7) Talking about the earth is out in orbit. Oh, my friends, God is all powerful and created everything. 
Modern science says the identical sixteen elements found in the human body are also found in ordinary soil of the earth. The Bible says with scientific accuracy, “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground...” (Genesis 2:7)  “...dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” (Genesis 3:19) One scientist lecturer said, “If it were possible for the human body to instantly lose all its electrical values, that body would instantly fly into dust.” Oh, my friends, the Word of God is true, and accurate, and we need it in our lives. 
The Bible was written over 1,500 year timespan by 40 different authors, but yet there’s this unity throughout it. Oh, the Word of God is true, and it’s real. We need the Word of God if we’re going to be successful. The Word of God tells us that Jesus loves us, and that Jesus gave His life for us, and that Jesus wants to set us free. 

Doctor Carver, the great, black scientist of Tuskegee Institute, has gone to be with Christ after spending his life for others. For years he urged his people in the South to plant crops besides the cotton. For if the cotton crop failed, all was lost. So he finally persuaded them to plant peanuts; however, they raised more peanuts than they knew what to do with. Carver then prayed for wisdom whereby the peanut might be put to new uses. His prayer was answered. He discovered how to make oils, varnishes, colorings, medicines, and a hundred other things from peanuts. 

He was invited to testify before a Senate committee, and there he was asked, “Doctor Carver, how did you learn all these things?”

Doctor Carver replied, “From an Old Book.”

The chairman asked, “What book?” 

He said, “The Bible.” 

The man said, “Does the Bible tell us about peanuts?”

Then Doctor Carver answered, “No, Mr. Senator, but it tells about a God Who made the peanut, so I asked God to show me what to do with a peanut, and He did.” 

Oh, my friends, God can give us wisdom. You need help from God! You can’t do it on your own. You need God to help you! The solution to your chaos is God! God wants to help you! Oh, if you just cry out to God, then God will help you. God says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3) God also says, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” (Matthew 7:7) See, God wants us to call out to Him, and He will intervene and help us in life. 

In a large metropolitan hospital, there was a surgeon who insisted upon having a moment alone before entering the operating room. Because of his great skill, many of the younger doctors wondered if there might be a relation between his success and this unusual habit. When one of the interns put the question to the surgeon, he answered, “Yes, there is a relationship, a very close one. Before each operation, I ask the Great Surgeon, God, to be with me, to guide my hands in the work. There have been times when I didn’t know what to do next, and then came power to go on, power which I know cometh from God. I would not think of performing an operation without asking for God’s help.” Now, you can try everything else in the world, but you need God’s help. Oh, Jesus is the One Who can help you.  
Oh, my friends, God loves you so much. Pick up your thumb if you would. Look at your thumbprint. You’re the only person with that thumbprint. What am I saying? God loves you. God knows the very number of hairs that are on your head. That’s why Jesus said, “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?” (Matthew 6:31) Because God wants to take care of you. If you just put God first, He’ll make everything else work out. 

Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) See, God will take care of us if we’ll just draw close to Him. Now, I don’t know what your problems are. I don’t what your tragedies are. I don’t know what chaotic life you have, but run to Jesus! Run to Jesus! Oh, run to Jesus, and He can help you, and set you free. When we know Jesus Christ, then Jesus is there with us to the end of the world. My friends, you need Jesus in your life. 

Doctor Forest told the story of a friend of his who was taking over a sheep farm in Australia at the time of shearing. There was a guy who took one little lamb from the pen, and placed it in a huge enclosure with thousands of sheep where the noise of the bleating of the sheep was deafening. “E-e-e-e-e-e-h-h-h-h!!!!!” The lamb remained still for a moment, then it cried, and its cry was answered by the mother at the other end of the enclosure. Then the lamb walked to its mother, who came to meet it. 

The doctor said this: “Do you really think that you are beyond the reach of God? God sees you as if there’s no other child in the whole world.”

Oh, my friend, God loves you. God cares about you! You are special to Jesus Christ. If you would been the only person living during the time of Christ, Jesus would have suffered, bled, and died, so you could be saved from Hell, and go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus loves you! 

My friends, we need Jesus more than anything else in the world. We depend on the blood that flows through our veins to keep us alive. We depend on the air that we breathe to help keep us alive. We depend on the food that gives us the energy that we need to survive. We depend on the water that help keeps us alive, but more than we need all these things, we need Jesus! The Lord is the One Who created us, and we have a soul, and a spirit, and we’re going to live forever either in Heaven or in Hell. But when we know Jesus as our Saviour, we will live with Him forever in a wonderful place called Heaven. Therefore we need Jesus more than anything else in the world. 

Never forget that Jesus loves you, and wants to help you. Would you please help? (Show real Jesus banner) Oh, my friends, I can’t explain sufficiently how much Jesus loves you. Jesus went through so much for you. Oh, they spat in Jesus’ face. They put a blindfold over His face. They hit Him in the face, and said, “Who hit You, Jesus?” Oh, Jesus went through that for you! For you! For you! They plucked out His beard, and they took a whip, and they ripped His back open. They beat Jesus and they beat Jesus and they beat Jesus! Oh, Jesus was suffering for you and for me because He loves us! They took Jesus to a place, and they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. They picked up that Cross, and they dropped it down. And Jesus was on the Cross, suffering, bleeding, and dying to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell so we could go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus loves you, my friend. Jesus wants to save you from Hell and take you to a wonderful place called Heaven. Oh, never forget, Jesus loves you. Oh, Jesus died for you. Oh, Jesus wants to help you. (Thank you very much.) 
Oh, my friend, Jesus wants to set you free. I’m reminded of that woman in the Bible who had the issue of blood. She was losing blood, and she went to doctors saying, “Help! Help!” but they couldn’t help her. One day she heard about Jesus. She said, “If I can get to Jesus, He can set me free.” She said, “If I could just touch the hem of His garment, I’ll be set free.” Oh, I could see that woman fighting her way through the crowd that day, and she got to where Jesus was and touched the hem of His garment, and she was set free. Oh, my friends, don’t let anything keep you from getting to Jesus today, because Jesus can set you free. 
I’m reminded of that blind man who couldn’t see, and he was crying out, “Help! Help!” One day he heard the rustling of the crowd, and could tell something was going on there. 
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
He said, “Wait a minute. I heard about this Jesus. He’s the One Who raises the dead. He’s the One Who heals people. He’s the One Who helps people.” So he cried out, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” (Luke 18:38) 

The people said, “Be quiet! Don’t bother Jesus!”

He said, “No! Nobody’s going to keep me away from Jesus.” He cried out again, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.”

And I love what the Bible says. Jesus stood still, and He went there, and He healed that man. Oh, if you’ll cry out to Jesus, all Heaven will stand still, and He’ll come right to where you are. Jesus wants to help you and set you free. You need Jesus Christ to set you free. My friends, we’re not guaranteed tomorrow, so we need God’s help today!

A Christian doctor one day called to see an old man that he had frequently told about Jesus. The old fellow was suffering from an attack of bronchitis. The doctor made the necessary inquiries, and after promising to get some medicine ready when called for, he was about to say goodbye when the patient’s wife asked, “When must John take the medicine, sir?” 

“Let me see. You’re not very ill. Suppose you begin to take it a month from today.”

They cried in astonishment, “A month from today, sir?” 
“Yes, why not? Is that too soon?” 

“Too soon? Why, sir, I may be dead then!” said the patient. 
“That’s true,” the doctor said, “But you must remember, you’re not very bad yet. Still perhaps you had better begin to take it in a week.”

“But, sir!” cried John in great perplexity, "I might not be alive in a week.”

“Of course you may not, John, but very likely you will, and the medicine will be in the house. It will keep, and if you find yourself getting worse, you could take some. And if you should feel worse tomorrow, you might even begin then.”

“Sir, I may be dead tomorrow.”

“When would you propose to begin, John?”

“Well, sir, I thought you would tell me to begin today.”

The doctor said kindly, “Begin today by all means! I only want to show you how false your own reasoning is when you put off taking the medicine which the Great Physician, Jesus, has provided for your sin-sick soul. Just think how long you’ve neglected the remedy that Jesus has provided. For years you have turned away from the Lord Jesus. You have said to yourself, ‘Next week, or next year, or when I’m on my deathbed, I will seek the Lord.’ Anytime rather than the present, and yet, the present is the only time that you are sure of.” God’s offer is for today. “...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2) 

Oh, you may be dead tomorrow. Today you need the Lord’s help! Oh, run to Jesus, and He can set you free. My friends, just like the disciples were in that storm and the waves were crashing, and the wind was blowing, and they were saying, “Help! Help!” and Jesus helped them, so if you’ll cry out to Jesus, then Jesus will help you.
Imagine if you will, if you were on a beautiful shore, and just enjoying a wonderful time with your family. All of a sudden, you look out and you see this huge wave coming. It’s a tsunami. You run, and you run with your family, and all of a sudden, this tsunami overtakes you, and kills you. Listen to me very carefully. That’s what happened in Asia when over 200,000 people were dead or missing from 12 different countries when that tsunami hit. 

You and I are not guaranteed tomorrow. We need to prepare for all eternity. Oh, Jesus is saying to you, “I love you, and I died for you, and I want to come into your heart and life.” Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him...” (Revelation 3:20) Oh, Jesus is knocking on your heart’s door. And Jesus is saying, “I love you so much that I want to come into your heart. I want to forgive you and save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven someday. I want to live in your heart forever. I want to give you that peace, and that joy, and that fulfillment you want.” Oh, why don’t you make the greatest decision of your life? Why don’t you ask Jesus to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven, and Jesus will do it. Right now you receive Jesus! 

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Oh, come to Jesus so you can be set free.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
