Visual – Little boy (value), then whip

“The Value of One”

(To the lost)

Well, it is sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to the book of Philemon. Right before the book of Hebrews, the book of Philemon. The Bible says in Philemon verse number one, “Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellow laborer.” Drop down to verse number 10 with me if you will. “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him.” (Philemon 1:10-12a) We will stop right there.

The Apostle Paul was writing to Philemon about one man named Onesimus because this man was important to the Apostle Paul. Hey, this man was very important to God Almighty. I want to speak to you today on the subject "The Value of One." How precious is one soul to Almighty God? What is the value of your soul? 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. “Dear Lord Jesus, I pray that you would help us today to listen to You and change our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Here we have the Apostle Paul writing to Philemon about one man named Onesimus. Now, the Apostle Paul was one of the greatest missionaries of all time. God used him to pen two-thirds of the New Testament. Paul had suffered so many things for the cause of Christ. He was beaten with rods, stoned, and suffered so many things so other people could know Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. The Apostle Paul was used in a great and mighty way. So he was a very, very busy man. 

I want you to think about this great Apostle Paul taking time out of his busy schedule to write to Philemon about one man named Onesimus. Why is that? Because I believe this man, or one soul was precious to the Apostle Paul.

Now, the Apostle Paul says unto Philemon that Onesimus was unprofitable to him. I don't know what that means. It may have meant that he was lazy, good for nothing. I don't know exactly what that means, but he says that he was unprofitable to you but something has happened in his life. I should rather say, Someone has changed his life. He has received the Lord Jesus Christ into his heart. He is a child of the Lord Jesus Christ and he is completely changed. Jesus Christ changes lives. And the Apostle Paul says, “He is profitable to me and shall be profitable unto you.” 

Now, imagine the Apostle Paul walking up to you and saying, “You are profitable to me.” It is like the President of the United States or some other country walking up and saying, “You are a profitable person.” Now, we have this great apostle Paul saying this about Onesimus. He was telling Philemon that Onesimus was profitable to him. But he doesn't stop there. He said, “He will be profitable to you. I know that he didn't do much before, but I promise you that the Lord Jesus Christ changed his life and he wants to live for the Lord and he can be profitable to you.”

Now, if we would have read a little farther in the book of Philemon, we would have discovered that the apostle Paul said to Philemon, “When Onesimus comes home, I want you to receive him just like you would receive me.” Now, if the apostle Paul were to come to your home or somebody of royalty, you would roll out the red carpet. You would make some of your most famous recipes, some delicious food because this great person, this great man of God was coming to your house. The apostle Paul said, “Hey, Philemon, when Onesimus comes back home I want you to receive him just like you would me.” Why? Because Onesimus was important to the apostle Paul. Oh, what is the value of one soul? This precious man was so important to the Apostle Paul that he took the time out of his busy schedule to write to Philemon about him. 

But, my friends, as I started to meditate on the book of Philemon, another thought stood out in my heart and mind. Here is God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth. We look at all the planets out there, Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, Neptune, and all of the other planets, God has created it all. I look at all the stars on a beautiful night, and God has created them. I look at this planet and God has created all of the continents: North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and Antarctica. God has created all of the continents. God has created all of the oceans. You think of the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean, and all of the oceans, God has created it all. Now here is God, giving us 66 books in His Bible, and He takes one book and He says, “Hey, Apostle Paul, I want you to write to Philemon about one man named Onesimus because Onesimus is special to Me.” Oh, one soul is special to God Almighty. 

My friends, what is the value of one soul? That person who is in a nursing home today and has been abandoned by his family and feels like nobody loves him. What is the value of that precious person in a nursing home? Oh, what is the value of that person who is in a hospital bed right now, and he could be dying or he could have a deadly disease or he has some problem? What is the value of that precious soul? Oh, my friends, what is the value of a little boy or a little girl who has grown up in a difficult situation at home and has everything against him or her. Oh, how precious is that one soul to Almighty God? What is the value of one soul?

I'm reminded of Jesus when He told a story about a lady who lost a coin. She had a very precious coin and she lost this coin. She started looking over the house. She started moving things. Oh, it is not here. She would take out her broom and she would start sweeping and looking for her lost coin. She lights a light so that she could see better. She was just looking and looking and looking. Where is my lost coin? Where is my lost coin? Then, all of a sudden she finds her lost coin, and she goes to her friends and says, “Wooh! I have found my lost coin.” 

Now listen to me very carefully. I don't think Jesus told that story to tell us the value of one stupid coin. I think Jesus told us that story to tell us the value of one precious soul. If one coin is valuable, oh, then one soul is very precious to the Lord. The Bible says that there is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner that repenteth than over 99 people that don't need repentance. Hey, when somebody trusts in Jesus Christ as his Saviour, when somebody says, “Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to heaven,” whoo, there is a party going on in Heaven. They are saying, “Wooh! That person is trusting Christ. That person is precious to God.” 

Jesus tells another story about a man who lost his sheep. Now, I grew up in the country and I can imagine here is this shepherd going out looking for his lost sheep. He walks around and passes through a cow pasture. Now, what is something that you have to beware of in a cow pasture? Cow patties, right? I can see him walking along and all of a sudden squish oooo. He had stepped in a cow patty. Well, he says, “I have to keep going along and find my lost sheep.” I can imagine him getting to a creek. You know how you walk across a creek, a river or whatever, you are balancing yourself and all of a sudden he slips and he falls in the water. 

Now here he is. He had stepped in cow stuff, oooo, and he was soaking wet. You know, I would have had lamb chops that night. Man, I would have strangled that sheep. But he said, “No, I have got to find my lost sheep.” I can imagine this shepherd walking up a hill and walking down the other side. All of a sudden when he gets down in the valley he can hear BAAAA, BAAAA. Then he goes over to where that lost sheep was, he puts him on his shoulder, and he goes back home rejoicing. He goes up that mountain and down the other side, walks across the creek and, woo, falls in the creek again. He walks across that cow pasture and all of a sudden squish ooooo. Oh, man, I would have been mad at that sheep! However, he was rejoicing because he had found his lost sheep.

Listen to me. I don’t think Jesus told that story to tell us the value of one stupid sheep that should have stayed with the others. I think Jesus was trying to say, “Hey, one precious soul is important to Me, and I will do whatever I can to reach him.” Oh, my friend, God loves us. Oh, what is the value of one soul?

Jesus told the story about a man who had two sons. The younger went to his father and said, “Daddy, give my inheritance. Give me what belongs to me.” The father said, “Well, son, I think you had better wait until a little later in life when you will be wiser and you will know how to use it.” The boy said, “No, I want to use it now. I want to enjoy it now before it is too late.” So the father consented to the boy’s wishes and gave him his inheritance. The Bible says that the older brother said that he went out and wasted it on the harlot life, on harlots. He wasted it on the party life, if you will. 

Now, the boy got bad off. He didn't have any money. He didn't have anything and he was willing to go and work with and feed the swine. Now, Jesus had the attention of the Jewish people when he said that because the Jewish people didn't have anything to do with feeding swine or being around them. But this boy got so bad off that he was willing to feed the swine. But it doesn’t stop there. He was willing to eat the pig slop that they ate. Imagine eating pig slop. That is how bad he got.

Oh, sin will take you farther than you want to go. It will keep you longer than you want to stay. It will cost you far more than you want to pay. Oh, sin is deadly and it will destroy your life. But he got to thinking, ‘Wait a minute. In my father’s house, he has some people that work for him that are doing better than I. I will just go home and say, “Daddy, can I work for you? Can I be one of your hired servants?”’ 

So one day he went back home. I can imagine the father out one evening sitting on the porch on the swing set, and the sun was about to set – a beautiful day. All of a sudden he looked out and saw someone walking toward the place. He was thinking, Could that be my son? As the young boy got closer, the father said, “Wait a minute! That is my son.” Hey, I love the picture the Bible gives. That father ran to his son and he embraced his son and he said, “Hey, son, you went astray. You went far away, but now you are back home. You were lost but now you are found.” And  he rejoiced and they had a great time. They killed the fatted calf and they had a great party because the son who had gone astray had come back home.

Oh, listen to me. If that earthly father loved his son that much, let me tell you that your Heavenly Father loves you more, and He is saying, “Come home! Come home! I love you. I gave My life for you so that you could go to Heaven.” Oh, my friend, what is the value of one soul? How precious is one soul to Almighty God? 

Jesus told a story about the rich man and Lazarus, how they both died. Of course, the rich man was rich. He had everything, but Lazarus was a poor beggar and just asked for help. “Somebody help me!” He was an outcast. Nobody wanted anything to do with him. But God loved Lazarus and he saved Lazarus. 

Listen to me. You may feel like an outcast. You may feel like nobody loves you. But I promise you this: God loves you. God cares about you. Jesus said, “If you will come to Me, I will in no wise cast you out.” Jesus wants to receive you today. Now this man Lazarus had trusted in the Lord and he went into Abraham's bosom when he died. He went to Paradise or Heaven, if you will, a wonderful place. And there was the rich man who said, “I don't need God. I don't want Him. I have got everything that I need,” and ended up in hell. He looked up and he saw Abraham and he saw Lazarus in Abraham's bosom and he cried out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue for I am tormented in this flame.” Abraham said, "You had your chance, but you rejected God. However, Lazarus received the Lord and now he is in a wonderful place." Hey, this guy was in such pain and torments and he cried and said, "Somebody go and tell my brothers not to come to this awful place. I'm burning and suffering in such torment. Oh, somebody tell my family not to come to this place."

Listen to me. There are cries from Hell saying, “Go tell my mama not to come to this place. Go tell my daddy not to come to this place. Go tell my children not to come to this place. Go tell my family not to come to this place because I am burning and it’s forever and ever and ever.” Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He died on the cross to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. You are precious to Jesus. Jesus gave His life for you.

The Bible says, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (II Peter 3:9) Look. God wants everybody to go to Heaven with Him someday. Oh, that is why Jesus said about Himself, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) Hey, because of our sins we deserve to go to Hell forever but Jesus came that we may go to Heaven someday. Oh, if you will receive Jesus, then He will take you to Heaven someday.

The Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Oh, please receive Jesus as your Saviour so you can go to Heaven.  

Many years ago an English traveler in Rome was on the outlook for treasures anywhere but especially on the untrodden paths of the average tourist. One day, while lingering amid the ruins of an old place, he noticed an Italian peasant anxiously examining a little stone rescued from the ruins. Drawing near, he also became interested and he offered five dollars for it, which was gladly and promptly accepted. The Englishman took it to his room and examined it the best he could. Convinced that it was of real value, he took it to an expert who found upon examination that it was the world-famous Imperial Topaz which once shone in the crown of Caesar Augustus. It was worth $250,000. For many years its beauty and worth had been obscured by dirt and filth, but it was still a precious jewel. 

Oh, it is the same with man’s soul. Sin may put its dirty fingers upon the soul, but it is still worth more than all the gems of the world. Hey, you are precious to Jesus Christ. So, what is the value of one soul? 

I need someone to help me. Could you come up here? Now, let me ask you a question. If he were the only person that I reached in my whole life for the Lord so that he could escape the fires of Hell and go to Heaven, would it be worth any effort on my part? You’d better believe it. Oh, what is the value of one soul? Hey, I could bring each and every one of you and put you beside me and say to you, “You are worth any of the work and the hard effort to reach you so that you don't have to go to Hell and go to Heaven.” Oh, you are precious to God Almighty. God loves you. Thank you very much. Let's give him a hand. 

What is the value of one soul? I have been asking that question throughout this sermon. What is the value of one soul? I want to answer that question for you right now. Here is the answer. Jesus would have given His life for just one soul. Oh, if you had been the only person living during the time of Christ, Jesus would have suffered and bled and died so that you could go to Heaven. Oh, how precious are you to almighty God? The answer is – Jesus gave His life for you. Oh, my friends, why did Jesus suffer? For you, for you, for you. Oh, Jesus suffered and He bled and He died. They beat Him. They spit upon Him. They ripped His back open for you. Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you. Jesus suffered for you so that you could go to Heaven. 

Oh, you are a somebody. You are special. You are precious to Almighty God. You are unique and one of a kind. My friend, God made you, and you are so important to God. Hey, don't you ever think that you are not worth anything. When you say, “I am not worth much,” that is not the truth because you are worth this: that Jesus gave His life for you. Jesus went to a cross where He suffered and bled and died for you. You are one of a kind, my friend. The Bible says that God knows the very number of hairs that are on your head. If you would look at your thumbprint, you are the only person that has that thumbprint in all the world. Oh, what am I trying to say? You are special to God. You are unique. You are one of a kind. God has a plan for your life. Oh, God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. 

Look, a sparrow doesn't fall to the ground without the Lord knowing about it, and Jesus said that we are much more valuable than the sparrows. Oh, never forget this – you are special to God. God loves you. 

So what is the value of your soul? Jesus gave His life for you to save you from Hell and to take you to Heaven. You are precious to the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, Jesus died for you. So why don't you live for Jesus? Why don't you accept Him? Hey, why don't you make the greatest decision of your life and say, “Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven.” Oh, you are precious to Jesus Christ. Jesus gave His life for you.

A certain country was having internal trouble, and they decided that all troublemakers would be given 40 lashes with the cat of nine tails. This fearful weapon was a piece of wood about the size of a man's forearm to which were attached nine thongs of leather with pieces of lead embedded in the intervals. Its application meant almost certain death. For awhile the new measure seemed successful, but at last the news flashed around the city that a woman had been arrested for treason. To the amazement of everybody, it was the mother of the general. Speculation came about as to what the general would do. If he let her off, he would be destroying the foundations of the law which he had pledged to uphold. If he sentenced her, she would surely be killed. 

The mother was tried according to military law and found guilty. The general who was the president of the court passed sentence that the law should be carried out. The woman was led to the place of execution. At a critical moment, the general gave the order that the punishment was to be meted out on himself. Because he was the sole law, this had to be obeyed. As the people watched, he bared his back and the terrible lash bit into his flesh. At the end of the punishment, he was unconscious and near death. In the succeeding days he lay in the hospital. Slowly he recovered. It was the end of treason in that city. The general had by his act shown the awfulness of the offense, but at the same time he had been able to set his mother free. 

Oh, listen to me. You are that precious to God Almighty. But you have sinned and you have done wrong, therefore justice says that you must be separated from God forever and ever in a place called Hell. But Somebody loved you enough to take your place. Hey, Jesus Christ came around 2000 years ago, and He went to a cross where He suffered and He bled and He died for you. Oh, they took the cat of nine tails and they ripped his back open. Every time they beat Him, He was suffering for your sins and for my sins. Jesus suffered and He bled and He died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, and take us to Heaven someday. Why not just cry out and say, “Jesus, I believe You died for me to save me from Hell and to forgive me of my sin. Please come into my heart and take me to Heaven someday,” and Jesus will come into your heart. 

Oh, what is the value of your soul? The answer is – Jesus gave His life for your precious soul so that you can go to Heaven. Oh, receive Jesus! 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

