You Can Be Free

Well, I want to try to help you today, and I believe what I'm going to share with you can change your life. So, I'm going to ask that you listen to me very carefully. Open your Bibles with me to John, chapter 8 and verse number 32. John chapter 8 and verse number 32. The Bible says in John chapter 8 and verse number 32, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Man, that's what we need today. We need to know the truth so that we can be set free. I want to speak to you today on the subject, “You Can Be Free,” “You Can Be Free.” I don't know what is happening in your life.  I don't know what your situation is. I don't know what you are facing right now, but I say unto you, you can be free. 
Let's have a word of prayer. “Oh, Lord, there are so many people that have so many things against them right now. They have so many burdens and heartaches, and, God, they need your help today. They need to be set free from their bondage. Lord, You said that we shall know the truth and the truth shall make us free. Oh, God, help us as we look into your truth today. Help us right now and set people free. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Now, there are many, many stories throughout history about men who have fought in wars and how some were captured by the enemy.  They became prisoners of war, if you will, and needed to be set free. 

For instance, there were thousands of people from my country who fought in the Vietnam War. I think of the Green Berets, the Special Forces, and how they fought many battles. I'm talking about an exchange of gun fire and hand to hand combat. Many adverse situations in the jungles of Vietnam.  I can imagine one day a particular man being captured by the Viet Cong, the enemy, and how this man would probably have experienced many forms of torture. For instance, the Viet Cong took knives and they would cut on their prisoners. They would take sticks and beat them, and they would just think of many different ways to torture the prisoners of war. They barely fed the prisoners, and rats had free course in their prison cells. These men were tortured and they needed to be set free.  Imagine one day a man, all of a sudden sees a chance for freedom.  In the midst of the darkness in the night he was able to escape and eventually return to the USA, a place of freedom. He made it to freedom.  He was set free.
Listen to me very carefully. Some of you are just like that today. You need to be set free from your bondage. Oh, let me ask you. What is it that holds you in bondage? Some of you are in a prison right now. Some of you are all bound up and seem to have no hope.  Some of you are chained and need to be released. Oh, some of you are servant to sin. Sin is taking control of your life, and it's holding you in bondage. Oh, what is your slavery today? What is your captivity today? Oh, I ask you, what is your bondage today? 

Let me illustrate to you what I am talking about. I need someone to help me. Would you come and help me, sir? (Put on the handcuffs.) I want you to notice, now this man is in bondage, if you will. He is bound by something, and this has control of him. Now, many of you are like that. You are bound by something. You are in bondage to something today. Some people are in bondage, for instance, to bad habits. I'm talking about drinking. Many people are involved with drinking alcohol, wine, and vodka and all kinds of different things of this nature. Many people are chained to smoking. That cigarette has them in bondage. Many people are in bondage to drugs. If they can just get that other hit, or get that other drug to help them to get through that difficult time. They just have to have some more drugs. Oh, many people are in bondage to overeating. They just eat and eat and eat and can't stop it. Many Fundamental Baptist people have this problem! I'm just teasing! Many people are in bondage to unforgiveness. You just can't forgive that person that hurt you in the past. It is just eating away at you, and it just seems to affect everything you do and it's affecting your family. It is affecting your future. You just live in bondage to unforgiveness. Some of you have that pet sin, that secret sin that nobody knows about. Oh, your family doesn't know about it, but let me say, God knows about it. The Bible says, “For God shall bring every work into judgment with every secret thing.” (Ecclesiastes 12:14) Oh, my friends, God knows what you're doing. Some of you are in bondage to money or trying to make that extra buck, if you will. Oh, you're a slave to making money. It has captured you. And that's all you think about. You are forgetting about your family. You are forgetting about what's really important in life because you're servant to almighty dollar. 

Many of you are in bondage to peer pressure. Oh, what that person says at school. What this person says about you. You are always trying to please people. You do crazy things just to have the acceptance of other people. You are in bondage to this peer pressure.

Many of you are in bondage to the world’s styles. You have to do what the world is doing. You have to keep up with the Jones's if you will. You have to do this, you have to do that because everybody else seems to be doing it. Oh, you are in bondage to the things of the world. Many of you are in bondage to your friends. They are leading you down the wrong path. Many of you can sit and give testimony of how your friends got you into something you shouldn't have gotten into.  Oh, my friends, you are in bondage to these friends; they control your life. You just want their approval. It is amazing to me of how a mom and dad invest in a child's life, but yet they'll go and do crazy things because a certain friend befriends them and is kind to them; all of the sudden they'll do some crazy things and break their parents’ hearts and destroy their home lives all because of a friend. Oh, many are in bondage to friends today.

Many are in bondage to disobedience to their parents and those who are in authority. Oh, many people are in a prison cell today because they didn't listen to those who are in authority. They didn't listen to the laws of the land. They thought, “Oh, I can do what I want to do.” but they found out when they ended up in jail that that's not the case. Oh, they are in bondage because of their mistakes. 

Many are in bondage to religion. Many will crawl on their knees for miles to kiss a toe on a statue in hopes of getting to heaven. Many cut themselves and fall down and do all kinds of torture to their own bodies in order to somehow get to heaven. Oh, my friends, that's sad, because that's not the way. Oh, many are in bondage to entertainment. They just have to have the latest movie, the latest show or go to the latest attraction if you will.

Many are in bondage to their music. That music, “I've got to have my music. I don't care about my family. I don't care about anybody else. I’ve just got to hear that music. I just have to have those television programs. I just have to watch that soap opera and what have you.” Oh, you are in bondage to that thing, and it is destroying your life. 

Many are in bondage to video games. It is amazing how kids, they’ll forget about their parents. They'll forget about things that really matter, their studies, to go play a video game, because they feel they're accomplishing something. Oh, they're in bondage to these things. 

Many are in bondage to sports. They are always following their favorite football team or following this person or that person. They just live in bondage to these things. 

Jesus one time said, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.”   (Mark 7:21-23)  Oh, my friends, our heart is not right with God, and we need to get things right. Oh, what is your bondage today? What is your heartache today? What is your tragedy today?

Oh, I remember growing up in a home where there was fussing and fighting all the time. When I was fifteen years of age, my parents got divorced. I felt like somebody had reached into my chest and pulled my heart out, threw it on the floor and stepped all over it. I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me. God, why was this happening to me? But listen to me, somebody changed my life. Somebody removed me from the bondage that I was in. Somebody took my heartaches and gave me peace in my heart. Somebody completely changed my life, and his name is Jesus Christ. Hey, Jesus Christ paid the price to set me free. Jesus Christ set me free!

Oh, my friends, Jesus is the one who can set you free today! You can be free today! Did you hear that? You can be free! You can be free! You can be free!  Oh, Jesus wants to set you free. Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”  (Luke 4:18) Oh, my friends, that sounds like a lot of us today. We are all caught up in these things and we're in bondage, and we need help! And the only one who can help us is Jesus Christ! Jesus said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”    (John 8:36)  (Take off handcuffs.)  See, Jesus is the Key or the way to truly set you free.  Listen to me.  Jesus Christ can set you free.  You need Jesus!
Oh, we need the freedom that only Jesus Christ can give. Hey, Jesus gives good news to those who live in the poverty of sin. Jesus gives healing to those who are brokenhearted by the tragedies of life. Jesus gives deliverance to those who are held captive today. Jesus gives recovery of sight to those that have been blinded by the darkness of the world and by their sin. Jesus gives freedom to those who have been bruised and cursed, crushed, and beaten down. Oh, Jesus wants to set you free. I don't know what your burdens are today, but Jesus can set you free! Amen!

I remember hearing a story about a judge. One day in his courtroom a young man was brought in who had committed all kinds of crimes, and it was just a sure thing that he was going to be punished. Well, the judge was a just judge and even though this was a young person, he had to judge the boy. He had to give the boy what he deserved. What the boy had done deserved a punishment. The just judge had to give the order for his punishment, but a very strange thing happened in the court. That judge, when he said, “This boy is guilty and must be judged;” all of a sudden stood up, took off his robe and walked to where the bailiff was, the place where you pay the fines for something you have done wrong, and the judge took out the money and paid the price for this boy so he could be set free.  Well, the story goes that that judge was the boy's father. 

Listen to me, that judge was a just judge and because he was, he had to say, “Son, you've done wrong and you have to be punished for it, but I love you so much I'm willing to pay the price for you.” That's exactly what has happened between us and God. Hey, God is the creator of everything. We are his children, and we've all gone astray, and we've done wrong things. And the Bible says “For the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23a) Because we've done wrong, we deserve to go to hell forever and ever, but God says, “I don't want you to go to hell. I love you so much I'm willing to pay the price to set you free.” He left the glories of heaven and came to this sin-cursed earth, and became a man in the person of Jesus Christ.  Hey, Jesus, God’s Son, God Almighty, went to a cross, and He suffered, and He bled, and He died to pay the price to set us free. That's what happened when Jesus died on the cross. He paid the price to set you free so you could go to heaven, my friend. Oh, that's how much Jesus loves you!

Many of us have heard about soldiers in war time, how they give their lives for their fellow soldiers to save them. Oh, we've heard about someone who had thrown a grenade in a hole with many soldiers in there. All of a sudden one soldier will jump on that grenade, and it will blow up and blow him all to pieces, and he dies. Why? To save his fellow soldiers. 

Hey, a soldier gives his life for his family, for his country, and for those he loves so they can be free. And that's what Jesus did. Jesus gave His life so we could be free and go to heaven some day and we can be free from our bondage.  Oh, my friends if you want freedom today, if you want to be set free from that bondage that you're dealing with now, and all those things that are coming against you, there is only one person who can set you free, and that’s Jesus Christ. “If the Son (Jesus Christ) therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)  Oh, Jesus wants to set you free today.

Hey, listen to me, God “is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (II Peter 3:9) In other words, God wants us to go to heaven some day. God wants us to have a relationship with Him. Oh, Jesus wants to give us the peace that we so desperately need. Oh, Jesus wants to do that, and He wants to do it for your family as well. The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31) Oh, Jesus Christ wants to set your families free today. 
Oh, I'm reminded of that maniac of Gadareh, this demonic man who went around in the caves crying out. Waah!  Waah!  He was a crazy man. He would take stones and cut himself, and he was just crazy. People try to put chains on him and he'd just break them loose. He went around with no clothes on. Oh, he was out of his mind. But one day Jesus came to the place where he was and when Jesus saw him, and saw he was in bondage to these demons, Jesus set him free. Hey, listen to me, Jesus is more powerful than the devil, He is more powerful than the demons, Jesus is more powerful than anything, and Jesus can set you free, my friend.

I think of Lazarus who had died and he was buried. Jesus heard about it and He went to the place where Lazarus was. Lazarus was a friend of Jesus, and Jesus told the folks, “Remove the stone where Lazarus is,” and then Jesus cried out, “Lazarus, come forth!”  Listen to me, if Jesus would have said “Come forth!” all of the people in the graves would have come out, but Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth!” and Lazarus came out of that grave. Hey, he was dead, but Jesus raised him from the dead. Listen to me, Jesus is more powerful than anything. Jesus Christ can set you free today!

I'm reminded of those ten lepers in the Bible, how leprosy had eaten away their body. Leprosy starts eating away your fingers and the outer parts of your body and it can kill you. These men were leprous and nobody wanted anything to do with them. But Jesus loves people that are hurting, and Jesus healed the lepers, and they were set free.  Listen to me, I don't know, you may have something right now coming against you, but Jesus wants to set you free.

Oh, I'm reminded of that man who was sick with palsy, he was bedfast, and he just shake like this. His friends said, “We've got to take him to Jesus.” Man, if you know someone that is hurting and needs help, you need to get him to Jesus. When they got to the house that day, they couldn't get in and all of the sudden they said, “Let's go through the roof.” They broke up the roof and lowered that man to Jesus. Jesus said, “Hey, what's going on here folks?” They said, “Our friend here is sick with palsy,” and Jesus said, “Not any longer! Hey, rise up and take up thy bed. Thou art healed! You are healed!” Listen to me, Jesus set that man free! And Jesus can set you free today. 

Oh, I'm reminded that Jesus is the Creator of the whole universe. Hey, Jesus Christ created it all, and so Jesus is powerful enough to take care of any problem you and I have. Oh, Jesus wants to help you today!

I'm reminded of the disciples when they were in the midst of the storm out in the Sea of Galilee, the waves were beating against the boat, and they thought they were going to drown. They said, “Hey, Jesus help us!”  Jesus stood up and said to the waves, “Peace, be still,” and it quieted down right then. Listen to me. Jesus is greater than any storm of life that is coming your way, and if you don't know what to do, just cry out and say, “Jesus, help me!” and He'll do it.

Oh, I'm reminded of the woman in the Bible who had the issue of blood problem.  Blood was coming out from her, She went from doctor to doctor and tried to get help. She tried this and tried that, but she couldn't find any help. One day she heard that Jesus was in town, and she said, “If I can just touch the border, the hem of his garment, I'll be set free.” She made her way through the crowd and all of the sudden she touched the hem of Jesus’ garment and she was set free.  Listen to me, Jesus can set you free today. If don't know what else to do, you've tried everything else in the world, then why don’t you try Jesus? Hey, I promise you, Jesus can set you free and can help you!  You need Jesus Christ! 

I am reminded of the blind man in the Bible. Here is this man begging for help and begging for food and stuff like that, and all of the sudden he could hear the rustle in the crowd that day, it was a little different than he had ever heard before. He said, “Hey, folks, what is going on here?” They said, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” He said, “Wait a minute, I've heard of this Jesus. He is the one that raises the dead. He causes the blind to see. He sets free those that have problems.  Hey, Jesus can deliver people.”  The man says, “I'm blind, and I need Jesus’ help.” He cries out and he says, “Oh, son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me!” and the folks said, “Hey, be quiet! Don't bother the teacher! You be quiet! Jesus is a busy person.” And he said, “Hey, nobody is going to keep me away from Jesus!” By the way, you need to get a hold of Jesus. Don't let anything stop you from getting a hold of Jesus! And he cried out and said, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!” My friends, I love what the Bible says – Jesus stopped.  He said, “Hey, somebody is calling My name.” When you call out to Jesus, Jesus is listening. Hey, Jesus healed that blind man and set him free. Listen to me, you need to be set free today, and there's only one person who can set you free today and that's Jesus Christ.

Oh, listen to me, Jesus Christ is the One Who loves us more than anybody and paid the price to set us free! By the way, no matter what people may say, no matter what comes against us, no matter what things we face in life, once we trust Jesus we're going to heaven, a place of no more hurt, pain, or sorrow. Nothing can separate us from Jesus. Jesus said, “I'll never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) In other words, once you trust in Jesus, you are going to heaven and you'll be there forever and ever!” Nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. And Jesus paid the price to set us free!

Now listen to me very carefully. There is a true story of a man by the name of Willie Lear. Willie Lear’s tombstone can be seen this very day in Missouri. Willie Lear was a single man during the civil war days. It was said that a group of southern soldiers had been sentenced to be shot by the northern soldiers. The ten men were blindfolded and lined up in the clearing in the woods. As these ten men were about to be shot, all of the sudden out of the bushes came a young man and said, “Who is the captain of this firing squad?” A man said, “I am, and don't bother us! Don't interrupt us!” The man replied, “I will but for a moment. Please listen to me. Standing at the end of a line is a man who is the father of ten children. When you shoot him today, you are going to make orphans of those 10 little boys and girls! Oh,” he said, “do you believe in one taking the place of another? Do you believe in one taking the place of another?” The man said, “I do.” “Well”, he said, “I would like to take the man's place. I have no loved ones, no family. I would like to take his place today.”  Then the captain said, “Take the blindfold off of the man at the end of the line and get in his place, if you mean business.”  In less time than it takes to tell it, off came the blindfold and it went over the eyes of Willie Lear. Willie Lear stood and had his hands tied behind him. In a moment the shots began to fire, and ten men fell dead. It is said that not long after the war was over, a man went out to the little cemetery and put up a tombstone. The tombstone says, “Here lies the body of Willie Lear, the man who died for me.” Oh, the man who died for me.

Listen to me very carefully.  Jesus Christ died for me and I want to live for Him the rest of my life! Jesus Christ died to set me free, so I can go to heaven! And listen to me, Jesus Christ died to set you free! Jesus died for you so you can go to Heaven.  Jesus wants to save you from hell and take you to heaven someday. Oh, Jesus died to set you free!

Why don’t you say, “Lord Jesus, please, set me free, come into my heart and take me to heaven someday.”  Oh, right now, you need to receive Jesus Christ in your heart to set you free and take you to Heaven someday.
Every head bowed, every eye closed.

