“There’s a Storm Raging”
(salvation sermon)

Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Luke chapter 8, verse number 22. Luke chapter 8, verse number 22. The Bible says in Luke chapter 8, verse number 22, “Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he {Jesus} went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.” (Luke 8:22-24)

My friends, Jesus and His disciples were in the midst of the storm. The wind was beating against the boat. The waves were crashing into the boat. It was just a scary time for the disciples, and Jesus was asleep. So they woke Him saying, “Jesus, help us! Oh, Jesus, help us!” Then Jesus stood up and rebuked the winds and the water, and He calmed the storm. Now, in life we’re going to face many storms that are coming against us. It seems like we’re hurting, we’re down, everything’s against us, and what do we do in those situations? That’s why I want to speak to you on the subject, “There’s a Storm Raging.” Oh, there’s a storm raging, so what do we do about it? 

Let's pray. "Lord, help us to realize what to do in the raging storms of life. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

My friends, storms can be very powerful, devastating, and deadly. Think of how a storm can produce tornadoes, and those tornadoes can rip across cities, and tear down structures, and cause people to lose their lives. I think of a hurricane, and the deadly wind just blowing around, and it can cause severe damage, and the flooding waters can take people’s lives. I think of a winter blizzard, and what they call a “white out,” and you can’t even see in front of you. It’s so deadly, and people will sometimes lose their way home or lose their direction, and they fall down, and die in those bitter cold temperatures. It seems like life is like those typhoons, hurricanes, and severe storms that are coming against us, and it seems like it’s going to destroy our lives. So what do we do when the storm is raging? Oh, there’s a storm raging, so what do we do? 

Let me say this: maybe the storm is coming against you, but there is hope. Oh, my friends, there is hope. There is hope when the storms of life are raging. Years ago, an experiment on endurance was conducted at the University of California in Berkeley, involving Norwegian field rats. The rats were placed in a tub of water where they were forced to swim until they grew exhausted, and finally drowned. During the first experiment, the researchers discovered that on the average, Norwegian field rats were capable of swimming for over seven hours before drowning. A second experiment was conducted exactly like the first, but with one exception. When a rat was getting too exhausted to swim any longer, the researchers would remove the rat from the tub of the water for a few seconds. They then put the rat back into the water to continue swimming. These rats were able to swim for almost twenty hours before perishing. 

The researchers concluded that the rats in the second group were able to swim much longer than the first group because they had hope. They had experienced a rescue, and what kept them going was the hope that they would be rescued again. 

Oh, human beings are no different. Without hope, we drown, but with hope, we have a reason to live. Hope is what is keeping us going. It has been said that as oxygen is to the lungs, so hope is to the human heart. Many people today have false hopes. They have their hopes in technology. They have their hope in themselves. They have their hopes in human material of wealth or power, but these hopes are like fool’s gold. Unfortunately, they are worthless, and have no power to keep us afloat or to keep us protected from the storms of life. Now, I want to tell you today, no matter what your storms are, there is hope. My friends, there is hope. 

Nevertheless, we’re in some definite storms of life that are coming against us. Let me give you a few characteristics of the storms of life.

1. There’s a raging in the storm. Did you hear that? There’s a raging in the storm. 

So what is your storm? Maybe it’s your heartaches. I don’t know why you cry yourself to sleep. I don’t know what’s coming against you. Maybe you have a storm of some problems, some challenges, and some things that you’re coming up against, and you don’t know what to do. You don’t know a way out. So what is your storm? Maybe it’s sickness. You’ve got some problem with your body like cancer or what have you. I don’t know what your sickness is, and I don’t know what you’re struggling with. 

Maybe your storm right now is financial problems. You just don’t know how you’re going to get out of debt. You don’t know how you’re going to pay for food or what have you. You’re dealing with financial problems. Maybe the storm of your life right now is losing that precious loved one. “Oh, what am I going to do without this person?” My friends, death is a storm of life that comes against us all. 

Maybe your storm right now is emptiness. You’re trying drugs, alcohol, or what have you, but you’re empty inside, and you wonder if there’s any hope for you! Maybe your storm today is guilt. You’ve done some things that you shouldn’t have. Nobody knows about it, but inside you’re struggling with that guilt of the past, and you wish you could be set free. Maybe your storm is the storm of loneliness. You could be in the midst of a crowd, but yet you feel lonely. You feel like nobody cares about you. Nobody wants to help you. Oh, what is your storm that you’re dealing with right now? 

Now, many people, when they’re facing the storms of their life, just start blaming God. But, my friends, it’s not time to blame God; it’s a time to run to God. But many are blaming God. It’s like when Princess Diana died, a Christian got a phone call from a television producer, “Can you appear on our show? We want you to explain how God could possibly allow such a terrible accident.” My friends, it's not God's fault.

At the 1994 Winter Olympics when speed skater Dan Jansen’s hand scraped the ice, causing him to lose the 500-meter race, his wife, Robin cried out, “Why, God? God can’t be that cruel!” A young woman wrote a preacher this letter: “Four years ago, I was dating a man and became pregnant. I was devastated! So I asked God, ‘Why would you have this happen to me?’” 

In a professional bout, boxer Ray “Boom-Boom” Mancini slammed his Korean opponent with a hard right, causing a massive cerebral hemorrhage. At a press conference after the Korean’s death, Mancini said, “Sometimes I wonder why God does the things He does.” 

Susan Smith, who pushed her two sons into a lake to drown, and then blamed a black carjacker for the deed, wrote in her official confession: “I dropped to the lowest point when I allowed my children to go down that ramp into the water without me. I took off running and screaming, ‘Oh God! Oh, God, no! What have I done? Why did You let this happen, God?’” 

I heard of a television interview with a famous Hollywood actress whose lover rode off the yacht in a drunken stupor, and drowned. The actress who probably had not thought about God in months looked at the camera, her lovely face contorted by grief, and asked bizarrely, “How can a loving God let this happen?” 

Perhaps something similar lies behind your questions. Oh, when we’re weak, and we’re frail, and we feel like everything’s against us, and we’re overcome by our problems, we lash out, and blame God. But my friends, God is not the problem with what’s happening. A lot of times, it’s us. We’ve caused this or it’s just life. Bad things happen because of sin. Oh, sin entered the world, and it’s had an effect on all people. It’s not God’s fault that everything’s messed up; it’s our fault because we didn’t want to obey God. And when you don’t obey God, you bring on consequences in your life, and it brings about destruction, and because people sin, now bad things happen to some people who are even innocent. See, we have messed up. We have made the mistakes. Oh, the problem lies with mankind! 

But, my friends, God is a loving God, and He’s reaching out to us when we’re overwhelmed by our heartaches and our problems. That’s why Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Oh, Jesus wants to help you. Oh, my friends, I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me. Why was this bad stuff happening to me, but Jesus came into my life. Jesus gave me peace, and He changed my life, and He can do the same for you. Oh, there’s Somebody Who can help you with your burdens, and all you have to do is say, “Jesus, please help me,” and He’ll be right there to help you. Oh, Jesus wants to help you. 

Oh, my friends, not only is there a raging in the storm, but (2) there’s also a fear in the storm. Oh, there’s fear in our storms. The disciples were all afraid, “Help! Help! Help!” See, there’s fear when everything’s against us. 

On August 14, 1989, Time reported the sad story of a man from East Detroit who died of fear. He had taken a number of fur-trapping expeditions over the years and had been bitten by his share of ticks. Then he heard about Lyme disease, which is carried by deer ticks. He became obsessed with the fear that he had been bitten in the past by a tick with the disease and that he had passed the disease on to his wife. Doctors tested him and assured him he didn’t have Lyme disease and that, even if he did, the disease was virtually impossible to transmit to his wife. But the man didn’t believe the doctors. He was so paranoid. This man ended up killing his wife and then himself because of fear. The police found the man’s mailbox jammed with material describing Lyme disease and a slip confirming a doctor’s appointment for yet another Lyme-disease test. 

Oh, fear distorts a person’s sense of reality. Fear consumes a person’s energy and thoughts. Fear controls and fear can destroy. So, what do you fear? Do you fear getting some deadly disease, maybe like cancer, or are you afraid of getting the disease of AIDS accidentally? Are you afraid of a car crash? You're going along and all of the sudden, -- BAM! -- You’re hit, and the car crashes. Are you afraid of not having enough money to pay for such and such? Are you afraid of violence, such as somebody rapes you, or beats you, or hurts you? What are you afraid of? Are you afraid of some natural disaster like an earthquake that opens up, and you fall down? Or a tornado that rips through, and takes your life? Or an earthquake that causes a tsunami, and it comes and overtakes you? Are you afraid of a nuclear problem, that they’ll send nuclear weapons and we’ll be destroyed? What are you afraid of? Are you afraid of disasters, and war, and that people are going to hurt you badly? What is it that you fear? 

Oh, my friends, it seems like we’re overcome with our problems, heartaches, and our fears. So I want to give you some good news. There is Somebody Who can set us free. There is hope, and there is help, and it’s in Jesus Christ. The Bible says, “If the Son {Jesus} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Oh, Jesus Christ wants to set you free. You can try this and that to get free, but that won’t really help you. There’s only one Person Who can set you free and that’s Jesus Christ. You need Jesus in your life, and you need to put Jesus first so you can have the victory. 

Oh, my friends, not only is there a raging in the storm, and there’s a fear in the storm, but I’m glad to tell you the good news: (3) There’s shelter in the storm. Oh, my friends, there’s a place to get away from the storms of life that are coming against you. There’s a place of protection. There’s a place of help. There’s a place of rescue. Oh, it’s not found in education. It’s not found in the government. It’s not found in anything in the world. The only shelter truly for the storms is found in Jesus Christ! Jesus can be your shelter in the time of the storm. No matter what’s coming against you, run to Jesus, and He’ll help you. Once again, Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) The Bible says, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) Oh, Jesus wants to help you today.

The disciples were in that boat, and the wind was blowing against them, and the waves were coming in and overtaking them, and they were so scared, and worried, and afraid, thinking, “What are we going to do? We’re going to die!” But then they said, “Oh, Jesus, help us,” and Jesus rebuked the winds, and Jesus rebuked the waves. Oh, my friends, Jesus calmed the sea, and no matter what storm you’re in right now, Jesus can calm that storm. Jesus is all powerful! Jesus created the heavens, and the earth, and all that is in them, and Jesus can help you in the storm if you’ll run to Him! Oh, those disciples cried out, “Help, Jesus!” My friends, you need to do that as well. Just say, “Jesus, please help me!” and Jesus will help you. Oh, there’s a shelter in the storm! The Lord Jesus Christ wants to protect, and help, and save our lives. 

Years ago, the submarine Squalus dove to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, 240 feet below the surface. The sailors soon discovered they could not bring the submarine to the top. They sent up a chemical substance which made a red smudge upon the water, and later sent a buoy, hoping that some ship would see their plight and come to their rescue. They knew that help must come from above. Soon, the submarine Sculpin went out in search of Squalus. They found the red smudge and the buoy, and knew that the Squalus was at the bottom of the sea. Twenty-four hours passed before the Sculpin could begin their rescue work. They sent down something to bring out people to safety. They took out a few men, and brought them to a place of safety. Then they kept this up until all thirty-one men on the submarine were saved. Now, not one sailor refused to be rescued. All gladly received the way out. 

Oh, my friends, don’t deny the way of rescue. There’s Somebody Who can rescue you today, and it’s the Lord Jesus Christ. They realized, “Oh, help can only come from above.” No matter what your problems are, no matter what your heartaches are, no matter what your fears are, no matter what’s coming against you right now, there’s only one help for you, and that help comes from above. Oh, the Lord wants to help you! My friends, the plight of every sinner is far worse. It is the sin that engulfs the soul and will drag it into the pit of Hell, but the Saviour stands ready to save all who will call upon Him. 

Oh, my friends, we all need a Saviour! A Saviour is someone who rescues someone from harm, or from problems, or destruction. We all need the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish...” Not go to Hell! “...but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) In other words, go to Heaven. Oh, God gave His Son for you, so you could go to Heaven. There’s no other way to get to Heaven. Jesus said, “...I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) You can’t get to Heaven by good works. You can’t get to Heaven by going to church. You can’t get to Heaven by religion. You can only get to Heaven by trusting in Jesus, that He died in your place to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. Oh, trust in Jesus alone to save you from hell and take you to heaven.

The Bible says, “...it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) The Bible also says, “For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14) See, we’re only here for a little bit, and then there’s all eternity. Oh, the Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14) Because of our sins, my friends, we deserve to go to Hell, but that’s why Jesus is the Saviour. Jesus died so that we can be saved from Hell and go to Heaven someday. Oh, I beg of you, trust in Jesus to save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven. The Bible says, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) Now, the Bible doesn’t say “hopefully” or “might be” saved;  it says you “shall” be saved. That means you’ll go to Heaven someday. Oh, I love what the Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 

If you were in the ocean, and you knew you were going to drown, and then you saw a boat. You would cry out, “Help! Save me!” Well, that’s the picture of salvation. You’re in an ocean of sin, and the waters are raging, and the storms of life are raging, and you’re going to go down to a place called Hell. So all you have to do is cry out, “Jesus, save me!” and Jesus will save you from Hell, and He’ll take you to Heaven someday. 

As the disciples were in that storm, and they were worried about it, and they cried out to Jesus to help them, and Jesus helped them. So you need Jesus to help you today.

I heard the story of a railway switchman who testified that he swung his lantern at a crossing as an automobile sped toward the fast train. In spite of the warning, the car sped on, and the driver was killed. Now, the switchman was exonerated. However, later he confided to a friend that he had no light in his lantern. What an awful guilt would be upon me if I did not give you fair warning of three things: 

First, a man must die. “...it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) Thousands die daily, and if our Saviour tarries, all must die. 

Second, a man must meet God. The Bible says, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12) Both the saint and the sinner must stand at the judgment and face God Almighty. 

Third, a man must be saved to go to Heaven. There’s only one hope for Heaven, and that is found in Jesus Christ. Let me break it down into simple terms that every person can understand. My friends, Jesus Christ died for you. Jesus took your place on the Cross. Jesus paid the penalty for your sin. Oh, Jesus offers you salvation through His death on the Cross. 

Then what must you do? Receive Jesus as your Saviour. Jesus said, “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” (John 6:47) Oh, my friends, one day, I said, “Lord Jesus, please come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven.” And Jesus came into my heart. Right now, Jesus wants to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven. And all you have to say is “Jesus, come into my heart and save me.” Oh, my friends, receive Jesus! 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
