(Visual - Real Jesus Banner and maybe a whip)
“You’ve Got to Get to Jesus”
(salvation)

Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Mark chapter 5, verse number 21-34. Mark chapter 5, verse number 21. The Bible says in Mark chapter 5, verse number 21, “And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.” Wow!  “And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes? And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.” (Mark 5:21-42) 

My friends, these people were astonished, they were completely overwhelmed when Jesus came in and set the daughter free. Oh, Jesus made the difference in their lives. I want to speak to you on the subject, “You’ve Got to Get to Jesus.” Oh, this father knew that he had to get to Jesus for his daughter to be made well. The woman with the issue of blood knew if she could get to Jesus, she could be set free. So you’ve got to get to Jesus to be set free. Oh, my friends, we’ve got to get to Jesus. 

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to get to Jesus so we can be set free. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

Now here we have Jairus by name, one of the rulers of the synagogue, who came to Jesus and fell at His feet. He said, “Jesus, my little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.” So Jesus went with him; and there were many people following Jesus, but there was a lady who had an issue of blood for twelve years, and she was losing blood out of her body. She had paid much money for doctors to try to get better, but they couldn’t help her. But she said, “If I could just get to Jesus, if I could just touch the hem of His garment, I shall be set free.” I can imagine this woman fighting her way through the crowd, and she touches the hem of Jesus’ garment and she’s set free. 

Oh, my friends, we’ve got to touch Jesus to be set free as this woman was. She was healed of her problem. Then, Jesus goes with that man whose daughter was dead. And Jesus touches the little girl's hand, and He says, “Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.” And she rose up and she was set free. Oh, my friends, if we can touch Jesus just like that father got to Jesus, and his daughter was set free. Just like that lady who was overwhelmed with this issue of blood got to Jesus and she was set free. Oh, if we could touch Jesus, we could be set free. 

I’m reminded of that blind man in the Bible. He was sitting down there and begging for alms. “Oh, somebody, help me! Somebody, help me!” He did this every day, but one day he noticed there was something different about the crowd. He could hear the rustling in the crowd and something was very different. He said, “Folks, what’s going on here?” 

They said, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”

He said, “Wait a minute. I’ve heard about this Jesus. He’s the One Who raises the dead. He’s the One Who causes the blind to see. He’s the One Who sets the captives free. Oh, if I can get to this Jesus, I can be set free.” Then he cried out, “Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” 

Oh, the people said, “Don’t bother the Master. Don’t bother Jesus. He’s a very busy person. Don’t bother Him.” 

But he said, “No, nobody’s going to keep me away from Jesus.” And he threw off his coat and he cried out, “Oh, Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me!” And my friends, I love what the Bible says, “...Jesus stood still...” (Matthew 20:32) Oh, Jesus stood still because somebody was calling His name. Now if you’ll call out to Jesus, He’ll stand still, and He’ll come and help you. So Jesus went over and healed that blind man, and He set him free. Oh, if you’ll touch Jesus and say, “Jesus, I’ve got to have You!” Then Jesus can set you free. Oh, we’ve got to get to Jesus! 

I’m reminded how the Bible says, “And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him {to see Jesus}: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.” {And Jesus said,} “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:1-10) 

Oh, Jesus was saying, “Zacchaeus, that’s why I came from Heaven to this earth, to give My life to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven someday.” My friends, Zacchaeus said, “I’ve got to see Jesus. I’ve got to get to where Jesus is.” So he climbed up in a tree and Jesus saw him. Oh, my friends, if you’ll just make a point to get to Jesus, then Jesus will see you and He can set you free. 

Oh, you’ve got to see Jesus. Now, many people were saying, “Jesus is going to be with a sinful person.” But Jesus said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:32) Oh, Jesus said, “I’m the great Physician, and I’m trying to help somebody who needs Me.” If you’re hurting or you’re down, Jesus wants to come to you and set you free. “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

Oh, I’m reminded of the Greeks who cried out, “...we would see Jesus.”  (John 12:21) Oh, my friends, it doesn’t matter if you’re a Greek or you’re a Jew or you’re a Catholic or a Baptist or what religion you are. It doesn’t matter what race you are, red, brown, yellow, black, or white, they’re all precious to Jesus! See, Jesus died for the whole world! Oh, Jesus gave His life for the whole world! It doesn’t matter who you are or where you are or what you’ve done. Jesus wants to set you free! Jesus wants to help you! Jesus wants to be your Saviour and take you to a wonderful place called Heaven, and all you’ve got to do is say, “I must see Jesus! I’ve got to get to Jesus! Oh, I’ve got to get to Jesus!” 

Now, I’m reminded of that man in the Bible who was sick with the palsy. He was bedfast and he’d shake like this––(demonstrate)––but he had some friends who said, “We’ve got to get our buddy to Jesus. Oh, he wants to get to Jesus and we’ve got to get him to Jesus.” 

They went to the house that day, and there were so many people inside and outside that they couldn’t get in. They couldn’t get near to Jesus. One of the guys said, “Hey, I’ve got an idea. Let’s go through the roof.”

My friends, one way or another, they got up on that roof and that roof began to break. Now I don’t know about you but if this roof began to break, I’d get out of here! But that’s what happened that day and they lowered their friend in the midst of the crowd, and Jesus said, “What’s happening here?” 

And they said, “Here's our buddy. He’s sick with the palsy, but we knew if we could get Him to You, Jesus, You could set Him free.”

And Jesus said to that man who was sick with the palsy, “Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way...” (Mark 2:11) 

Oh, Jesus set him free because he got to Jesus. And by the way, his friends got him to Jesus. Oh, we as Christians need to get other people to Jesus. We need to reach other people for Christ. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) Oh, my friends, we’ve got to get our friends to Jesus. We’ve got to get those people we work with to Jesus. We’ve got to get people all around the world to Jesus because Jesus can set them free. So if we want to make a difference in people’s lives, we’ve got to get them to Jesus. 

Oh, if you want to be set free, you’ve got to get to Jesus! If you want to go to Heaven someday, you’ve got to get to Jesus. Jesus said, “...I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) You can’t get to Heaven by your good works. You can’t get to Heaven by your religion. You can’t get to Heaven by anything except Jesus Christ! Jesus is the only One Who can take you to Heaven someday. 

Now there was a man who was a little afraid of what other people thought, but he said, “I’ve got to get to Jesus.” So he went to Jesus by night because he wanted to know more about the Lord. Then Jesus said unto him, Nicodemus, “...Ye must be born again” (John 3:7) in order to go to Heaven. 

Nicodemus was saying, “How can I be born again? It doesn’t make any sense.”

And Jesus said, “It’s just like the wind. You don’t understand it. You don’t see it or anything, but all of a sudden, you feel the effects of it. So you don’t understand everything, but if you’ll trust in Me, I’ll give you eternal life. Oh, you must be born again.”

My friends, on September 5, 1971, I was born into my family, but one day, I made the decision to be born into the family of God by saying, “Jesus, come into my heart. Forgive me of my sins. Save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven.” And that day, I was born into the family of God. I’m a child of God, and one day, I’m going to Heaven. Oh, if you receive Jesus, you’ll become one of His children and go to Heaven. The Bible says, “But as many as received him {Jesus}, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” (John 1:12) Oh, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) 

Now, Jesus told Nicodemus some of the greatest things that have ever been told. Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” (John 3:16-17) Oh, Jesus didn't come to condemn you. Jesus doesn’t want you to go to Hell. Jesus came that you might be saved from Hell and one day go to Heaven, but you’ve got to believe that Jesus died on the Cross to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to Heaven. Now if you’ll believe in that, you’ll have everlasting life, meaning that you’ll have a relationship with Jesus Christ and one day, you’ll go to a wonderful place of no more hurt or sorrow or pain. Oh, you need to trust in Jesus alone to take you to Heaven. 

One day, a man heard about Jesus and how He could set people free. The man said, “Well, I have a demon-possessed son, and sometimes that demon tears away at my boy. He foams at the mouth and gnashes his teeth, and he falls to the ground, and he wails around, foaming at the mouth. Oh, I need for my son to be set free!” So he came to Jesus, and Jesus said, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” (Mark 9:23) The child’s father said with tears in his eyes, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” (Mark 9:24) Then Jesus rebuked the devil and it left him. 

Listen to me. Jesus is more powerful than the devil. Jesus is more powerful than your circumstances. Jesus is more powerful than Hell. If you’ll trust Jesus, then He’ll set you free. Oh, if you’ll trust Jesus, He can take you to Heaven someday. Then Jesus took the boy by the hand, and lifted him up, and he arose and was set free! He was made well because he got to Jesus, and his father got him to Jesus. Oh, we need to get people to Jesus! By the way, you need to get to Jesus! See, Jesus loves you and can set you free.

Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” (Luke 4:18) In other words, Jesus wants to set you free. Jesus wants to help you. The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) Oh, if you will trust in Jesus alone, that He died for you to save you from Hell, then He will save you from hell and take you to Heaven. 

(Real Jesus Banner) Let me illustrate what I’m talking about. My friends, Jesus suffered, and He bled, and He died for you to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven someday. So if you’ll trust in that, then you’ll go to a wonderful place of no more hurt, pain, or sorrow. My friends, they spit in Jesus’ face, they plucked His beard out, they put a blindfold on Him and hit Jesus, and said, “Who hit You, Jesus?” Oh, Jesus was suffering for you. See, Jesus was giving His life for you. Oh, Jesus loves you so very much! 
They put a crown of thorns over His brow and blood came down His face. They took that whip, and they ripped His back open. They beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. So why was Jesus going through that? Because Jesus was giving His life for you to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven someday. They put Jesus on that cross and they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. They picked up that Cross and they let it drop down, and Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying to save you from Hell so you can go to Heaven someday. Now if you’ll trust in that alone to get you to Heaven, you’ll be saved from Hell and go to Heaven. Oh, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved! 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him...” Oh, if you’ll believe, trust, and rely upon Jesus alone, you should not perish, you won’t go to Hell, but you’ll have everlasting life. In other words, if you will trust in Jesus alone, and what He did for you to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven, then you’ll go to Heaven someday. It’s that simple. Trust in Jesus. “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) (Put banner away.)
My friends, the Bible says, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Revelation 22:17) Oh, Jesus wants you to go to a wonderful place called Heaven, and the invitation is for you to come. Oh, come to the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus said this: “...and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) Oh, Jesus won’t cast you out; He’ll stay with you. Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you. 
I’m reminded of that prodigal son who told his father, “Father, I want to go out and enjoy the great life out there.” 

His father said, “No, Son, I love you and I want the best for you. Don't do that.”

But the son said, “No,” to his father, and he went out, and wasted his inheritance on the party life and got so bad off, that he was willing to feed the pigs and eat the pig slop. But he said, “Wait a minute. My daddy has people who work for him that are better off than I. I’ll go home and say, ‘Daddy, can I just work for you?’”

So the boy took off home, and I love the picture the Bible gives. The father saw the son returning home, and he ran to the son and embraced him, and the father said, “Oh, you were lost, but now you’re found. Oh, you went astray, but now you’re back home!” Oh, he came back home to his father. 

And, listen to me. You can come home to the Father today. You can come to Jesus, and He’s not going to throw you away or cast you out or put you down. No, Jesus is going to receive you. Oh, just come to Jesus! Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) The Bible says, “If the Son {the Lord Jesus Christ} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Oh, Jesus Christ wants to set you free. You come to Jesus so He can set you free. Oh, you’ve got to get to Jesus! 

Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20) See, Jesus is saying, “I’m knocking on your heart’s door. I want to come in and forgive you of your sins and save you, but you’ve got to say, ‘Lord Jesus, come into my heart. I’m trusting in You to save me from Hell.’” And the moment you do that, Jesus will save you. Right now, you receive Jesus as your Saviour. 

You trust in Jesus as your only Way to Heaven. Oh, that woman got to Jesus and she was set free. Oh, many, many people in our stories today said, “I’ve just got to get to Jesus,” and were set free. Oh, my friends, you get to Jesus Christ, and He’ll set you free. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

