(Visual – Real Jesus Banner and whip)
“Why Are We Here?”
(salvation)

Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 3, verse number 16. John chapter 3, verse number 16. The Bible says in John chapter 3, verse number 16, and Jesus is speaking here, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

My friends, God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life, but you know, sometimes it seems like we all come to a point in our lives when we say, “Why are we here? What is the purpose of my life?” So I want to speak to you on the subject, “Why Are We Here?” Oh, why are we here on this earth? What is our purpose? 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to understand this truth so it can make a difference. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen." 

My friends, there is a story of a billionaire oil tycoon from Texas who decided to find a husband for his only daughter. He initiated his search by inviting local bachelors to a party in his backyard. A large, elegantly designed swimming pool dominated the yard. As the men edged by it to get their refreshments, they saw it was filled with man-eating sharks, piranhas, alligators and other animals that wouldn’t think twice about eating you alive. While they were standing beside the pool, the bachelors puzzled over the strange sight. 

Just then, the rich man appeared on the patio and gave an emotional speech, telling how much he loved his daughter and expressing how much he wanted her to marry someone deserving of her. He then laid out the deal. "Anyone who will jump into the swimming pool and swim to the other side will have his choice of a check for a million dollars with no questions asked, or the title of the deed to my most profitable oil field that would make you so rich for the rest of your life, or the hand of my beautiful daughter in marriage with a place in my will which will result in your inheriting my entire fortune." 

The bachelors were speechless. Their questioning looks seemed to say that none of them would be crazy enough to risk his life even for all that money. The long silence was finally broken by a splash. Everyone turned to see one of the men swimming to the far side of the pool as fast as any Olympic swimmer. Leaping out of the water, he shook himself. The rich man went over to him. With a hug and a handshake, the rich man congratulated him on a fine swim. “Son, would you like a million dollar check?” he asked.

“No, sir, I wouldn’t,” responded the young man politely and slightly out of breath.

“Fine,” said the rich man. “Then would you like my most profitable oil field that could bring you riches?”

“No, sir,” he replied, getting a hold of himself. 

Then, with tears in his eyes, the rich man said, “Then, my boy, would you like my only daughter’s hand in marriage?”

To the surprise of the gawking bachelors, the young man replied, “No, sir.”

Then the rich man was puzzled and a little hurt, and he said, “Well, Son, what do you want?” 

Then, the young man said, “I only want one thing. I want the name of the guy who pushed me into that pool!” 

Oh, nobody would be willing to jump into a shark-infested pool even for a million dollars. And, listen to this. Nobody would willingly let himself be nailed to a Roman cross, even if he thought he might get some fame or recognition for it. Hey, Jesus let Himself be nailed to that cross, not because it was for Him personally, but because there was something in it for you and me. See, Jesus did more than risk His life for us. Jesus gave His life for us. Jesus died for us. Nobody pushed Him into it; He chose to die because He loves us. Oh, Jesus loves you and gave His life for you. 

I’m reminded of the story of a little girl and her parents. They were in their home when a fire began. The fire was overtaking them. A man rushed in and pulled the little girl out of the fire and took her outside to safety, but there was no chance to save the mom and dad. The little girl was to be an orphan. A rich family was there and they had so much to offer the child. Then, a man came in. They said, “Why would you want this young girl?” And he lifted up his hands, and he showed that he was burned and his body had been burned for her. She ran to him and said, “Oh, I want to stay with this man because he’s the one who gave his life for me!” 

Oh, listen to me. That’s what Jesus did for us. Jesus gave His life for us, so we wouldn’t have to go to Hell, but that we could go to Heaven someday. Oh, God loves you, my friend!

Listen very carefully. There was a lady who was twenty-one years of age whose name was Tammy Harris from Roanoke, Virginia. She began searching for her biological mother. After years she had not succeeded. What she didn’t know was that her mother, Julie Schultz, had been trying to locate her for twenty years. According to the story that appeared in newspapers all over the country, there was one more thing that Tammy didn’t realize. Her mother was one of her co-workers at a convenience store where she worked. 

One day, Julie overheard Tammy talking with another co-worker about trying to find her mother. Soon, they were comparing birth certificates. When Tammy realized that the co-worker she had known was, in fact, her mother, she fell into her arms. Tammy said, “We held on for the longest time! It was the best day of my life because I found my mother!” 

Oh, maybe you’ve been wondering why you’re here, and you’ve been searching for someone or something that’s missing in life. You’ve been trying to find someone or something to give you meaning, and purpose, a sense of belonging, true happiness and love, but what you might not realize is that Someone has been searching for you, and He’s closer than you think! Oh, He’s the One Who created you and has a plan for your life! It’s God Almighty. See, God wants to have a relationship with you. God wants you to be complete and true and have true success in life. Oh, God loves you! 

This could be the greatest day of your life as you come to know the Person Who created you, loves you, and has a plan for your life. The One Who can give you peace, and true contentment, and make all the difference in the world. Oh, Jesus loves you and gave His life for you, and wants to be with you forever and ever, and never leave you nor forsake you, a friend that sticketh closer than any brother. 

My friends, there was once a dad who had a three-year-old son named Brandon. One day, Brandon sees his dad eating chocolate chip cookies in the living room and says to himself, 'Daddy loves chocolate chip cookies with milk. So I'm going to give Daddy a glass of milk.' With that thought, Brandon goes into the dining room and drags a chair from the dining room into the kitchen, leaving a trail of scratch marks on the floor. 

Brandon climbs up on the chair and reaches for a glass, accidentally knocking two others off the shelf. Bam! But Brandon doesn't care. He's thinking, 'I'm going to get Daddy some milk!' 

Meanwhile, Brandon's dad is watching the whole thing, wondering if he should step in and save the rest of his kitchen. However, he decides to watch a little more as Brandon scrambles off the chair, dodging the pieces of broken glass, and heads for the refrigerator. 

Pulling violently on the refrigerator door, little Brandon grabs, not the little half gallon of milk, but the big gallon container that is full of milk. He rips open the top, pours it toward the glass, and even manages to get some milk in the glass. The rest goes all over the floor. 

Finally done, Brandon puts the milk carton on the floor and picks up the glass, yelling, "Daddy, I got something for you!" He runs into the living room, trips, and spills milk all over the place - the floor, the sofa, and even his dad. 

Then Brandon stands up and looks around. He sees broken glass, milk everywhere, and his dad covered with milk from his eyebrows to his toes, and starts to cry. Through his tears, he looks up at his dad with that pained expression that says, "What are you going to do to me? I’m in trouble now!" 

However, his dad only smiles. Oh, he doesn't see a kid that just destroyed his house. Instead, he sees a beautiful little boy whom he loves very much. It doesn't matter what he's done. Brandon's dad stretches his arms out to hold his little boy and says, "Oh, I love you, Son! You’re my boy!" 

Listen to me. I don’t know what you’ve done. Maybe you’ve made many mistakes and failures, but Jesus is saying, “I love you. I’ll receive you just as you are. Oh, come to Me!” So why are you here? What is the purpose of your life? What is life all about? I tell you why you’re here: God loves you, and has a plan for your life, and He wants you to be in a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain. Oh, God loves you no matter what you’ve done and He is ready to receive you. 

Oh, some of you are trying to clean your lives up and do a bunch of good works so you can get into a good relationship with God, but it doesn’t work like that. 

An evangelist was trying to convince a lady that all the good things she did would not avail her in God’s sight. Being very wealthy, she gave a supper to some poor people and also provided clothes for them. An inspiration struck the evangelist. He said to her, “If one of the guests thanks you very much for the clothes, but said, “I must make some small return,” and rolled up his clothes in a parcel and asks you to accept them in return, would you be pleased?” 

At once she said, “No!” Then it dawned on her how useless were her own efforts to make herself better, and she accepted Jesus’ death on the cross for the forgiveness of her sin, so she could go to Heaven. Oh, you can’t be good enough to get to Heaven. You just need to receive Jesus. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) You can’t work your way to Heaven. You receive it like a gift. A gift is free. All you have to do is receive it. All you have to do is receive Jesus and say, “Jesus, I’m trusting that You gave Your life for me, so I can go to Heaven,” and He’ll come to live within your heart and one day, He’ll take you to Heaven.

A little girl was in a horrible rain storm in Chicago, and looked up and saw the sky green and black. She burst through the door of the great evangelist, D. L. Moody’s office, and cried to him, “Mr. Moody! Mr. Moody! The world is coming to an end!”

Then he said, “Oh, that’s all right, Honey. We can live without it.”

Oh, we indeed can! This world is not our home. We’re only here for a little bit, and then there’s all eternity.  Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36) Oh, God loves you, and He created you, and He wants you to spend eternity with Him in a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow.

Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about: “Can you help me?” (Visual - Real Jesus Banner) My friends, Jesus came to this earth to give His life for us so we can be forgiven of our sins, saved from Hell, and one day go to Heaven. Oh, they spit in Jesus’ face for you. They plucked His beard out. They put a blindfold over His eyes, and hit Him in the face. Oh, Jesus was suffering this for you! They put a crown of thorns on His head, and blood flowed down His face. They took a whip and they beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and they beat Jesus! Why was Jesus going through that? For you! Because Jesus loves you! 
They drove spikes into His hands and feet, and picked up that cross, and dropped it down. And Jesus was dying on the cross to forgive you of your sins, so that you can be saved from Hell, and one day go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He gave His life to save you from Hell. 
My friends, hell is a terrible place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. It’s a place where they cry out, “Help! Help!” but there’s no help. Oh, it’s a place of eternal torment, and Jesus loves you so much that He gave His life to save you from hell. See, because of your sins, you are separated from God, but Jesus died for your sins. My friends, your sins were put on Jesus so that you can be forgiven of those sins, and go to Heaven someday. Oh, Heaven is a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. It’s a beautiful place. And Jesus wants you to live with Him forever and ever in that place. That’s why Jesus gave His life for you. 

I want you to imagine a pit for a moment. Imagine a pit full of the most fearsome creatures of all. I’m talking about the pit of vipers, snakes, poisonous spiders, and scorpions. Put into that pit the petrifying, dead bodies of this world. Put into that pit the ooze and diseased sores. Put into that pit all the evil deeds of mankind. Oh, if you were to mix all that up as if it were a cauldron of poisonous, sinister stew, and look at that vile concoction alongside of what Jesus did on the cross, then you may truly understand how Jesus became sin for us that we might be forgiven of our sins. 

Oh, let me remind you that Jesus never became sinful even though He became sin. Jesus never sinned, but He became sin. Can you imagine the hideous cauldron of sin I described as literally a picture of what was put on Jesus, so you could be saved from a terrible place called Hell. Every evil in history of mankind, every wicked deed, every rape, every robbery, every child molestation, every dope sale, every boozer in a car that has killed an innocent family in an auto wreck, every dictator waging a war against innocent people, all the terrible things in the world, Jesus took upon Himself! Oh, what died that day was not just Jesus on the cross, but what died on Calvary that day was the consequences of sin of those who would have to go to Hell. Oh, Jesus paid the price to set us free from hell. 

Oh, my friends, you should be glad that Jesus stretched Himself on that cross and that He suffered, and bled, and died to pay the price that you and I owe, so we can be forgiven and go to Heaven someday. Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He gave His life for you. I don’t care what you’ve done; you can come to Jesus and be set free. Oh, it doesn’t matter what you’ve done, Jesus shed His blood, or gave His life, so you could be forgiven of it. 

The majority of the Bible was written by three ex-murderers who got right with God. I think of Moses who committed murder, but he got right with God and became such a great person through history. I think of David who committed murder and adultery, but he got right with God, and he is in Heaven. Oh, I think of Paul who was persecuting the Christians and causing them to be put to death, but he came to Jesus and he got forgiven. Oh, it doesn’t matter what you’ve done; Jesus can forgive you. So maybe you don’t understand everything, but I can assure you that God loves you, and He will receive you, no matter what!

A family was awakened by their smoke detector in the middle of the night and discovered that their house was on fire. The father ran into the upstairs bedroom of his children and carried the eighteen-month-old baby in his arms while dragging his four-year-old son by the hand. 

They were halfway down the stairs when the little boy remembered that he had left his teddy bear in the bedroom, so he broke free from his father’s hand and ran back to the bedroom to retrieve it. With everything that was going on, the father didn’t notice that his son wasn’t with him until he got outside. By now, the little boy was trapped by the flames and smoke in his second-story bedroom. Smoke swirled around him, and he coughed and cried out from the upstairs window, “Daddy, Daddy! Help me!”

His father yelled from below, “Son, jump out of the window! I’ll catch you!”

The little boy yelled back from the darkness and the smoke, “But Daddy! I can’t see you!”

Daddy shouted back, “That’s okay, son. I can see you! Just jump!”

So the boy jumped and was saved. 

Oh, you might not understand everything, but I can assure you that God loves you. Jesus gave His life for you. If you’ll just say, “Jesus, I don’t understand everything, but I’m trusting You to forgive me of my sin. I’m trusting You to save me from Hell and take me to Heaven.” Then Jesus will come into your heart, and He’ll never leave you, and one day, He’ll take you to Heaven. 

Oh, it’s as simple as realizing that you’re lost and you need to be found. Jesus told how a woman lost a coin. She went everywhere to find it and she was so happy when she found it. Jesus was telling that story to say, “Hey, you may be lost, but I want to save you.” 
Oh, Jesus told as a shepherd went after one lost sheep, and when he found him, he was so happy. Oh, Jesus is looking for you, and He loves you and He wants to save you, my friend. Jesus told that famous story of the Prodigal Son who went out into the world and was wicked, and evil, and did all kinds of terrible things. Oh, he was living for himself, but he said, “Wait a minute. I’ll go to my father and say, ‘I’m not worthy to be your son or to be in your family, but help me.” Oh, my friends, I love the picture the Bible gives. That that father ran to his son and embraced him, and he said, “Hey, you were lost, but now you’re found! You went astray, but now you came back.” 

Oh, listen to me. God, the Creator of the universe, the One Who created you, and loves you, and has a plan for your life, realizes that you don’t understand everything, but He’s saying to you, “I’m running to you. My Son, Jesus, gave His life for you. Will you accept what Jesus did for you?” Oh, will you realize that Jesus loves you and gave His life for you? So why don't you say, “I don’t understand it all, but Jesus, I’m trusting You to forgive me of all my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven someday.” Oh, my friends, trust in Jesus to take you to heaven. 
Every head bowed, every eye closed.
