(Visual - Real Jesus banner, The Way banner, chair ill.)
“What a Great Sacrifice”
(salvation)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 15, verse 13. John chapter 15, verse 13. The Bible says in John chapter 15, verse 13–and the Lord Jesus Christ is speaking here, and Jesus says, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) 

My friends, what a great sacrifice to give your life for someone else that he might live. I want to speak to you on this wonderful subject, “What a Great Sacrifice.”

Let's pray. "Oh, Lord, please speak to us, and change our lives. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen." 

There was a minister talking to an atheist one day, and the atheist said, “I do not believe, Doctor Wilson, what you are preaching.” 

I said, “You have told me what you do not believe. Perhaps you will tell me what you do believe.” 

The atheist replied, “I believe that death ends all.”

The minister answered, “So do I!” 

“What? You believe death ends all?”

The minister said, “I certainly do.” Then he went on to say, “Death ends all your chance for doing evil. Death ends all your joy. Death ends all your projects, all your ambitions, all your friendships. Death ends all the Gospel you will ever hear. Death ends it all for you, and you will go out into outer darkness, separated from God. And as for myself, death ends all my wanderings, all my tears, all my perplexities, all my disappointments, all my aches and pains. Death ends it all! And I will go with my Lord in glory to a wonderful place called Heaven.”

The atheist said, “I never thought of it like that.”

The outcome of this situation was that the preacher led that man to Christ by just agreeing with him that death does end all. So, now is our chance to accept Christ as our Saviour, so we can go to Heaven, because once you die, it’s too late. The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) 

There was a “Beginning Logic” course at the local university. The professor made an unusual offer to his students who were preparing for their final exam. He told them, “You can bring to class, on the day of your exam, as much information as can fit on one piece of notebook paper." So every student sharpened his pencil or pencils and worked all week trying to cram as many facts as possible onto a 8.5x11 sheet of notebook paper, but one student walked into class, put a piece of notebook paper on the floor, and had an “Advanced Logic” student stand on that paper. Then, the “Advanced Logic” student told him everything he needed to know. As a result, he was the only one in the class to receive an “A.” 

Oh, my friends, the ultimate final exam will come when you stand before God, and He says, “Why should I give you eternal life?" On your own you cannot pass that exam, no matter how much you know. You don’t have the right answer to the question, but we have Someone Who will stand in for us and answer correctly: His name is Jesus. When Jesus died for our sins, He took the “F” that we deserved so that we could get an “A.” Jesus went to the cross to die for our sins, and that allows us to stand before God with a perfect score. Oh, Jesus was giving His life as a sacrifice in our place to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, so we could go to Heaven. 

Oh, Jesus died for the whole world, but we must receive His sacrifice for us personally, that He gave His life for us. We must trust in Jesus as our sacrifice, that He gave His life, so that we could go to Heaven. See, Jesus was willing to be sacrificed and give His life for you. Oh, my friends, Jesus considers you His friend because Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) See, Jesus gave His life for you, so that you might have eternal life. 
Jesus said, “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” (John 6:47) 

So what is salvation? It’s kind of like trusting in a plane. You get on a plane and that plane is going to take you to Chicago. Now, it doesn’t matter how you act on a plane, it doesn’t matter what you think about the plane or this or that. You just trust that plane to take you. That’s the way it is. You just trust Jesus to take you to Heaven. It is as simple as just trusting Jesus that He gave His life for you, so you could be saved from Hell and go to Heaven. Just trust that for your salvation of your soul. 

Many of us express faith or belief in something. Actually, we trust in many things. For instance, the food that you eat–Do you go in and make sure you’re eating some of that good chicken, and mashed potatoes, and ice cream, chocolate, vanilla–Wow! So you’re having that good stuff, but do you go and see who made that? How do you know somebody didn’t put some poison in that? 

So, you live by faith, and you trust in a lot of things that you don’t quite understand. Oh, it’s like a chair. You go into a place, and just sit down in the chair. You don’t look underneath of it, and check the legs out. Let me show you: (Visual–chair) You don’t look underneath it and see if it can hold you up or anything. No, you just trust the chair to hold you up. 

By the way, that’s the way we get saved. We just trust Jesus to take us to Heaven. Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about. You see this chair? I can put keys on that chair, and that’s like I’m trusting Jesus to keep me safe while I’m traveling and things of that nature. I can put my billfold, and I can trust Jesus to take care of my money and bless my finances, and help me in these areas of life. Maybe I can put a picture of my family on there, and say, “Oh, God, take care of my wife. Take care of my child. Take care of my family.” Those are great things to trust the Lord for, but I’m not trusting this chair to hold me up. This chair was designed to hold me up, but I’m not really trusting it for what it’s for, until I put my weight on it, my full weight on it. Then I depend on it to hold me up. 

That’s the way it is with Jesus. You may believe He did good things, and taught great things, and that He died, but what you need to do is put your full weight on Him. You need to say, “Jesus, I’m trusting in You alone to take me to Heaven, that You gave Your life on the cross to forgive me of my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven. I trust You, Jesus, as my Saviour to take me to Heaven.” That is why the Bible says, “Believe {trust or depend} on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) Remember, Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) See, Jesus laid down His life and gave His life for you, that you might have eternal life. 

It’s kind of like a soldier goes into a war situation, and he’s fighting the enemy. All of a sudden, they throw a grenade, and he has a whole bunch of soldiers there that would be wiped out, and they would lose the battle and lose the war. So he jumps on the grenade to protect his friends, his fellow soldiers, also to protect his family, and his home, and his nation. He gives his life that others may be saved. That’s what Jesus did for us. He shed His blood or He gave His life, that we could be saved from the destruction of Hell and go to Heaven someday. 

It’s like a firefighter kicks in the door to go in the building. He has that fire hose, and there’s fire everywhere, and danger that at any time the roof could fall in, and he’s looking through the house because he knows someone is in there that needs to be rescued. He goes in and there’s a little girl there under her bed. He picks her up and put his arms around her and protects her, and walks out of there, and saves her from the fire and destruction. 
The Bible says, “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” (Jude 1:23) Oh, Jesus saves us from the fires of Hell, so we can go to Heaven. Jesus is the Saviour, my friend, and a Saviour rescues someone.
It’s kind of like a life guard on the shore. Imagine you go out in the ocean and you start swimming around, and all of a sudden, this huge wave comes, and you’re going down, and you can barely keep yourself up. The life guard sees you there and goes running toward the ocean. He jumps in, and he puts his arm around you, and he pulls you to safety so you will be saved from drowning. 

Oh, my friends, that’s what Jesus did for us because we are all in this ocean of sin, and because of our sins, we deserve to be drowned and go to Hell forever. But like the life guard, Jesus came to this earth, and gave His life, so that He could reach out and save us from destruction and take us to a place of rest. See, Jesus died that we may be saved from Hell so we could go to Heaven. 

See, it’s kind of like good police that are giving their lives to protect people from things that could hurt them and destroy their lives. They will give their lives to protect other people. That’s what Jesus did; He gives His life to protect us and save us from danger. 

I think of some people who hire a bodyguard, and that bodyguard is supposed to get rid of anything that could harm or hurt or kill the person that he is working for. Many Presidents have a bodyguard, and that bodyguard is there to save the President’s life. Sometimes, someone can shoot, and that bodyguard will jump in front of the President. He’ll take that bullet that the President might live. That’s what Jesus did. He is our Advocate or our Bodyguard. Jesus jumped in front of the bullet of death and Hell, and suffered on the cross, that we could be saved from Hell, and go to Heaven. As that bodyguard gives his life for the President; so Jesus gave His life for us that we might live forever in a place called Heaven. 

Oh, it’s like a rescuer who goes into dangerous situations to do whatever it takes to bring someone to safety. Oh, Jesus is our Rescuer. We were lost and on our way to Hell, and there’s no hope for us, but Jesus says to us, “Hey, I’ll rescue you from the fires of Hell, and I’ll take you to Heaven.” Oh, Jesus is the Saviour. Remember, a saviour is someone who rescues someone from harm. Jesus saved us from Hell when He gave His life on the cross, and all we have to do is say, “Jesus, save me!” And He’ll save us from Hell and take us to Heaven. That’s why the Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) Now, if you just call out, “Jesus, save me from Hell!” then He’ll save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. It’s that simple! 

Oh, there’s no other way to get to Heaven. The Bible says, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) Jesus is the only Way to Heaven. That’s why Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) See, you can’t get to Heaven by your good works or doing the best you can. If you could, then we don’t need a Saviour, but the thing is, we can’t save ourselves. We’re not good enough. Our righteousness is as filthy rags. The Bible says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) Oh, God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross so we could be saved from hell and go to Heaven. Therefore we just need to trust in that so we can go to Heaven. 

There was a young man who had sinned against his mother and became convicted after she was on her deathbed. He went to her room, knelt, and sobbed for forgiveness. With her last departing strength, she drew close to him, placed her lips near his ear, and said, “My dear boy, I would have forgiven you long ago, if you had only accepted it.” My friends, Jesus has made atonement for the sins of the whole world, and we all would have been forgiven long ago, had we accepted His forgiveness provided by His death on the cross. 

Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about: (Visual – real Jesus banner and way banner) Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He went to the cross and suffered, and bled, and died so you could be saved from Hell and go to Heaven. Now, we’re all on the path of life, and because of our sins, there’s a price for that. 

See, our sin separate us from God. Now Heaven’s a holy place, but we’ve done wrong. “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) So there’s no way we could get to Heaven. Now because of our sins, there’s a price for that. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) and “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14) See, because of our sin, we deserve to go to a place called Hell, but Jesus died on the cross so we could go to Heaven. That’s why Jesus is the Way to go to Heaven. 

Oh, think about it. They spit in Jesus' face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns on Him, and blood flowed down His face. Oh, Jesus was giving His life for you, so that you could have eternal life. They took a whip, and they ripped His back open, and they beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. They took Jesus to the place where they threw Him on that cross, and drove spikes into His hands, and a spike into His feet. And they picked it up and dropped it down. Jesus hung on that cross, suffering, and bleeding, and dying–Why?–So we could be forgiven of our sins, and saved from Hell. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, to save us from Hell, so we could go to Heaven. 

Oh, what great love that Jesus gave His life for us that we might have eternal life. The Bible says, speaking about Jesus, “He {Jesus} is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him {the Lord Jesus Christ} the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:3-6) Oh, my friends, Jesus died on the cross to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, so we could go to Heaven. 

Please listen to me very carefully. There was a man who worked in a small town as the operator of a drawbridge on a river. A train track ran across the bridge, and the operator’s job was to keep the bridge up when no train was coming so that the boats could pass underneath. When a train approached, he was to blow the whistle and let down the bridge. 

One sunny Saturday morning, the man brought his seven-year-old son to work with him. The boy could play along the river, skip rocks on the water, chase butterflies, or even try to catch fish. Shortly before noon, a passenger train was due to come through the area. The man began to make preparation to let the bridge down so the train could pass safely across the river. 

As he examined the bridge, he noticed that someone, a small child, had somehow climbed over the guard rail next to the bridge and was playing at the very spot where the bridge would come down. As he looked closer, he realized with horror that that child was his own son. In desperation, he yelled out his son’s name, but the sound of the approaching train drowned out his screams. He knew he had to make a quick decision. If he lowered the bridge now, his son would die, but if he didn’t, all the people on the train would die as the train plunged into the water. He barely had time to think. As he screamed in agony, the man thrust forward the lever to lower the bridge just as the train arrived. His son died instantly. 

As the train passed by, the people just smiled and waved as they passed by the man in the control booth with his head bowed low, overwhelmed by what had just taken place. Oh, that father willingly sacrificed his son that the others might live. 

Listen to me. That should remind us of what God did for us. Oh, God willingly let His Son be sacrificed on the cross where He suffered, bled, and died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, and take us to Heaven. And all we have to do is say, “Jesus, I believe You did that for me. Oh, God, I believe that You sacrificed Your Son for me. I trust that Jesus gave His life for me. I trust in Jesus to take me to Heaven.” 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

Who would say, “I believe that Jesus died on the cross to save me from Hell and take me to Heaven.” Lift up your hand. Just say, “Dear Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sin, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven.” 

