“Helps for Soul Winning”
Part 1
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you. So get your Bibles open with me to Matthew chapter 10 and verse number 16. Matthew chapter 10 and verse number 16. The Bible says in Matthew chapter 10 and verse number 16, Jesus speaking here, “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” 
Now, here we have Jesus commissioning the disciples to go and preach the gospel. And Jesus tells them that they need to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. In other words, you need to be wise, smart, crafty, or intelligent in the way that you explain the gospel, and you need to be harmless as doves. Hey, we need to realize it is all about Jesus Christ and putting him first.  Our job is not to glorify ourselves, but it is to glorify Jesus. The Bible says that we are to be wise in spreading the Gospel. I want to speak to you today on the subject, Helps for Soul Winners. I want to give you some helps, or give you some golden nuggets, if you will, or some great truths that can help you in your soul winning. 
I believe that what I’m going to share with you today can make a difference in your life. Hey, I know that I'm still trying to learn. Bro. Hyles used to say that every man was his teacher; in other words, he was trying to learn. And that is how we get wise. The Bible says to be wise. Hey, we are to handle things in the correct and in the proper ways and be able to share the Word of God in a wise manner. Bro. Hyles used to say if there was an idea or great truth that he could get in California, he would get on a plane and fly all the way there so that he could get that great idea or great truth that could help others. Now, I may be speaking to some great soul winners, or maybe there are some folks that are just getting started. But I believe that what I am going to share with you can help each and every one of us. Hey, if we want to be wise, then we need to constantly be learning. I think that if you are going to help other people, then you need to learn and grow and develop. We don't know it all. I am constantly trying to learn. What can I do in this situation? How can I do things better for the Lord? I think that is wisdom; the Bible says that we are to seek after wisdom so we can help other people with the greatest news of all, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that they can go to Heaven some day. So therefore we need to be wise, and I want to help you today, so listen to me very carefully. 
Let’s have a word of prayer. “Dear Lord Jesus, I pray that you would help us to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. I pray that You would help each and every one of us to learn today as you speak to our hearts and help everybody to listen very carefully and learn some great truths that can help them in sharing the greatest news of all, the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Oh, Lord, there is a world dying and going to Hell and we have got to do more, and help us to be wise in the way that we share the Gospel. Oh, Lord, we have so much to learn. Help us, in Jesus name, Amen.” 
Helps for soul winners. I want to give you some great truths that can help you in your soul winning. Number one – let me say this, when you are going out soul winning you need to be folksy. Someone said that you need to win them to yourself. Some of you when you go out you have your face and it is the face of a mother-in-law and nobody wants to see that. Or you got this grumpy look, “Do you want to go to heaven someday with me/” Oh, man, who wants to go to heaven with you? You ought to say, “Hey, hey! I’ve got the greatest news in the world, and, man, don't you want to go to heaven? Heaven is a wonderful place of no more hurt, no more pain. Don't you want to go to heaven?” Nobody in his right mind wants to go to hell. Hey, we need to be folksy. We need to say “Hey, you have a beautiful house here,” and you need to compliment people and chit-chat with them and be folksy and smile. Some of you need to get a smile on your face. That would help you so much if you would just go with a smile and say, “Hey, I want to talk to you real quickly.” Just be folksy with people. This would help you so much in your soul winning. 
Next, another thing that you can do to help you in your soul winning is to ask their church background. Say, “Hey, by chance do you happen to go to church anywhere?” And when he gives the answer, he may say, “Yeah, I go to the Catholic Church,” or, “I go to the Mormon Church,” or, “I go to the Jehovah Witness’ church.” What is this doing? It is giving you information to help you realize where the person stands. This will help you a lot of times know what he is trusting in. By the way, if you are talking to someone and trying to figure out where he stands, you could say, “Let me ask you a question. If you were to die today and stand before God and He were to ask you, ‘Why should I let you in Heaven?’ what would you say?” This is a way you can get some understanding of what he is trusting in to get him to Heaven. Or if you were to say to someone, “If you were to die today, I hope you don't, I hope you live a long life, but do you know for sure you are going to Heaven?” And he says, “Yeah, I know that for sure.” Then you say, “That's great!  A lot of people don't know that. How do you know that for sure? How do you know for sure you are going to Heaven?” Thus you can get some understanding of what they are trusting in to get them to heaven, and then you can give them the truth that can set them free. The Bible says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:32)  So we need to be friendly and folksy with folks and have a smile and go believing and trusting in God. Amen. This can help us in our soul winning. 

One thing that you can do if they say that they go to such and such Catholic Church or what have you, say, “Oh, that's great.” You say, Why would you say that's great? Well, they have an interest in God. You ought to learn to be positive and folksy and good natured in talking with people. You are going to give them the truth that can set them free, but you don't need to say “Oh, you worship idols! You’re a wicked person. The pope is such and such.” No, you don't need to talk about the pope and all that. You preach about Jesus. If we lift Jesus up, he will draw men unto him. We need to talk about Jesus Christ. We need to keep our focus on presenting Christ. Hey, the person might say, “I don't believe in God.” Say, “Well, that's great.” Well, you say, How is that great? Well, he doesn't have a lot of things to unlearn. You know, you can say something positive. Think of something good or positive to say because you are about ready to get into the truth that can set him free so you need to keep that in mind.  Keep your focus on telling the person about Christ.

Now let me say this: sometimes I hear a lot of people do this. They say, “Can I take a few minutes and share with you how you can know for sure you’re going to Heaven?” Or “If I could show you from the Bible how you could know for sure you’re going to Heaven, would you allow me to take a few minutes and share it with you?” Now, I understand that that is polite and nice and you’re asking, “Oh, may I ask you a question?” or you’re asking for permission to share the Gospel, but you know what?  Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”  (Mark 16:15). The Bible says, “Go out into the highways and hedges and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” (Luke 14:23) The Bible says, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” (II Corinthians 5:11a) In other words, we are to do all we can to reach them for Christ. So I'm already told to go and preach the gospel to every creature. Hey, we are commanded to witness to them. So I say, “Hey, let me ask you a question. If you were to die today, do you know for sure you are going to heaven?” You know, I'm saying, “Let me ask you a question,” but I am going right into the question. I don't ask them for permission. Many of you say, “Could I take a few minutes to share…?” etc. You know, the Devil is going to use that. The person is going to have all kinds of excuses. You should say, “Let me share with you real quickly how you can know for sure that you are going to heaven. I don't want to take much of your time.” You know, a lot of times I will say that. “Hey, I don't want to take much of your time, but let me share with you real quickly how you can know for sure you are going to Heaven.” Or, “Let me share with you how someone showed me how I could know for sure that I was going to heaven.” Don't ask for permission. Don't ask for his time. I have seen a lot of people do that, and many people say no. You ought to just say, “Hey, I don't want to take much of your time,” and that way the person know that you are not going to spend hours with him there. Who knows what may happen, but you are saying, “I don't want to take much of your time, but I want to share with you something that changed my life, and I believe this can help you so much. Hey, I don't want to take much of your time; I want to share with you…” etc, etc. Hey, don't ask for permission. My friend, you have been given permission by Jesus Christ to preach the gospel to every creature. This will help you in your soul winning if you’ll apply what I am talking about. 
Now, by chance if for some reason the person is persistent and says, “Hey, I don't have time right now,” say, “Well, I'm sorry. You are a very busy person. God bless you and you have a great day,” and leave him with a tract. Now, you want to leave in folksy way to leave the door open for someone else. If you are giving the gospel and for some reason you get cut off and you can’t continue, you may need to leave. But you need to realize that you need to be persistent and persuade the person and do all you can to reach him for Christ. I know many things can come up, and work with those distractions. However, try to keep your focus on Christ and give the gospel to him, because without Christ he is going to die and go to hell forever, and you are never guaranteed that you are going to see that person again. 
Let me say this: we need to keep Jesus our focus. Keep preaching Jesus. Keep preaching Jesus. No matter what, we need to just keep our focus on telling people about Jesus because he is the Saviour – the One Who can save them. When you say, “If you were to die today do you know for sure you are going to Heaven?” you can say, “Now, I hope you don't. I hope you live a long time, but if you were to die today, do you know for sure that you would go to heaven?”  In this way you can break up the question a little bit and make it a little easier for the person to digest it and think about it. It is still going to do the same work. It is still a probing question to make him think. So these are some things that you can do to help you in your soul winning. 
Again, be more positive, more smiling. You know, some of you guys, man; your face is terrible looking. Hey the Bible says that the Gospel is good news. It is great news. We have the greatest news in the world, that Jesus is the Saviour. We need to go and tell people, “Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world.”  (John 1:29)  Hey Jesus says, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw men unto me.”  (John 12:32) We need to preach Jesus. Amen. Jesus is the One Who can set them free. So let’s preach Jesus.

Let me say this, when you are out soul winning, many of you go from door to door. And we do this right. But many of you are walking to the next door and there is a group of kids, maybe four or five kids playing here, or there is a group of kids playing soccer there, or what have you. You ought to stop and go to those folks. A lot of times they are just enjoying the day or hanging out or whatever, and you could go there and reach them for Christ. Many times, when I am out I am looking for the fish, where are they at?  Be observant!
By the way, let me say this, a good time to go soul winning is in the evening or in the night time because people are more relaxed. They have worked all day and they don't have the pressures and they are just kind of relaxing and sitting in front of their house. “Hey, I don't want to take much of your time, but I would like to share with you something that changed my life. Do you know for sure that you are going to Heaven?” And be folksy with them, and you can have an opportunity to reach them. This is something that can help you. You know, Hollywood understands this. They are going for the prime times because they know that people are home. So we need to be looking for the great times to go out. Go out in the evenings in different places or where people are at. You ought to be thinking, Where are the fish at. Where are the people hanging out? Where can I go and tell people about Christ? So we need to go where the people are and when you are passing by people you need to notice them. Hey, there is a group of kids here, there is a group there, and reach them for Christ. 
I guarantee you – if you will do this, you will reach more people for Christ.  One day I was walking with a guy. We were soul winning and walking down the street, and all of sudden I looked on the other corner of the street and there were about ten or twelve boys out there. I said, “Hey, let’s go talk to these folks real quick.” And – get this – the majority of them asked Christ to save them. Hey, you could win more folks to Christ if you will be soul-conscious. If you will be looking around, where are people at? Hey, don't pass groups of people by, because we need to preach the gospel to every creature. 
Let me say this, when you are witnessing a lot of times you ought to ask some questions to help the people understand. You ought to say, for instance if you have some kids there, “Do you know what sin is?” “Could you tell me what sin is?” “Well, it is lying, cursing, hatred, etc.” Hey, you are getting them to respond. You can say to them if you are getting ready to go into the next point about hell, you can say, “When we do something wrong, what do we deserve? A punishment, or a gift? Do we receive a gift or do we receive a punishment?” And most of them say, “Well, we receive a punishment.” You are helping them to understand. Then you may say when you are going into the third point, you say, “Who died on the cross for us?” “Jesus.” So if you ask questions you can help them a lot of times in your soul winning. You are giving them an opportunity to understand and respond to the Gospel. 
By the way, let me say this, when you are giving the gospel, this is something I learned from a great soul winner who went soul winning seven days a week named Carl Laurent. He would give his testimony. For instance, he would say, “You know, someone one day shared with me how I could know for sure that I was going to Heaven. The first thing he shared with me is that we are all sinners. And I knew I was a sinner. And then he shared with me that there was a price for my sin, which is death, and I knew that I had done wrong. Hey, I knew that if God gave me what I deserved, I would have to go to hell.” So therefore you are putting yourself in a position of where they are. You can give the gospel through a testimony. I do this many many times, and God blesses this. This is a way that you can give the gospel to others. This way you are not saying “you, you, you.” You are including yourself in on it. And it works. You can say for instance, “For all have sinned. I've done wrong. You have done wrong.” You are putting yourself with the person. And when you give the Gospel in a testimony form, that can have a great impact on people’s lives. They may be able to argue with some things, but they can't argue with your testimony. Paul went around giving his testimony.  If you study in the book of Acts, you’ll notice that Paul gave his testimony many times. So therefore we need to give our testimony. You know, Jesus told the maniac of Gederah, after he got saved and got right with God, Jesus said, “Go and tell your friends what great things the Lord hath done for you.” So we need to give our testimony. We can say, “One day a person shared with me…” and then share the Gospel.  Hey, I think this can help you in your soul winning as well. It is a great truth and it can help you. 
Many times when I am close to the end of giving the Gospel, I'll say, “You know, one day I said to Jesus Christ, I said, ‘Lord Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from hell, and take me to heaven.’” So what I was doing, I was giving the person the opportunity to understand what it takes to get saved. He needs Christ to save him. You can give the Gospel by giving your testimony. This is a wonderful way to reach others for Christ. This can help you in your soul winning. 
One day a student was coming down the road and met a man who was crippled.  The boy asked, “What is your business, Mister?”  The man replied, “I’m looking for some lost sheep.”  When the boy hurried home to tell his parents about the crazy man looking for sheep, his parents said, “Why, that’s Uncle John Vassar, the missionary.  He is searching for people to win to Christ.”

Uncle John had been a brewery worker before he was converted.  Conscience forced him to quit his job.  Then his wife and two children died, but still trusting in Christ, Uncle John resolved to spend the rest of his life winning lost sheep.  He went from church to church and won thousands to the Saviour.

Uncle John called himself “The Shepherd’s Dog.”  He belonged to the Lord, and he was seeking out the sheep that he could bring to the Saviour.  When he died in 1878, he was eulogized as the most skillful personal soul winner in America.  Oh, my friends, let’s do all we can to bring others to Christ.

A certain church had gone for more than a year without one soul being saved.  The pastor told his leaders he thought he should resign.  He asked if any one of them had tried to win anyone to Christ.  None had.  Then the pastor said, “Let us make a covenant that if the Lord cannot use us to bring in some souls for Him in the near future, all of us will resign.”  To this they all agreed.

The following Monday one deacon, going to his store with a burdened heart, invited the first clerk he met into his office.  After a heart-to-heart talk and prayer, the clerk left the office a saved man.  Another and then another were called in.  By late afternoon he had led eleven to Christ.

Likewise, the others had been at work.  The following Sunday, thirty men were received into the church as a result of the witnessing of these people who had never before tried to win souls.

Oh, what would happen if all God’s people would begin to win souls?  What would happen if every Christian would give himself to this mighty task?  Hey, let’s do all we can to reach them for Jesus Christ!  Amen!

