“Be A Wise Soul Winner”
Part 2
Well, open your Bibles with me to Matthew 10:16.  Matthew 10:16.  The Bible says in Matthew 10:16, “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.”  Let’s pray.

Now, the Bible teaches that we need to be smart or intelligent in the way we give the Gospel.  And it is always wise to reach others for Christ.  The Bible says in Proverbs 11:30, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”  The Bible also says in Daniel 12:3, “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”  Hey, there is nothing better than reaching people for Christ.  The Bible says in Proverbs 1:5, “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.”  So therefore it is wise to learn how to be a better soul winner.  I want to give you some ideas that can help you in your soul winning.  So listen to me very carefully.
Now let me say this, maybe you are a silent partner, and you are just watching. However, don't just stand there and look around. No, you be praying. You be saying, “God, Holy Spirit of God, speak to this person’s heart. Oh, Holy Spirit, give this soul winner wisdom, guidance, and direction. Fill him with Your power and love. Oh, God, speak to their hearts.” Now, you pray quietly. Don't be getting on your knees with your hands up in the air. No, no, no, you pray quietly. God is listening to you. There is power in prayer. Hey, when you are praying, God is using that. Now, you be looking as well. Maybe there is some problem occurring. Somebody is about ready to come in, and you can go to witness to that person. Or some kids are acting up; you can talk to the kids. Try to take away the distractions. You be a help. By the way, be a silent partner. You be praying. If someone is witnessing and talking about Jesus, don't you think you have to talk about everything. Be quiet and be praying. You ought to decide who is going to do the talking beforehand. Now if God opens it up and you end up getting to lead, then the other person becomes the silent partner. But you be a silent partner. 
Now, let me say this, a lot of times someone will say, “The Bible tells us how we can know for sure we are going to Heaven. Now, you believe the Bible, don't you?” And the person will say, “Well, I don't believe in the Bible. I believe it was written by men or whatever.” And you say, “Well, I can't help that person. He doesn’t believe in the Bible, and the Bible is what will set him free.” But you know what, that is crazy. You know, if I had a gun and I was in a war situation and I said, “Hey, enemy, do you believe this is a gun?” What kind of question is that? No. Don’t do that.  Use the gun. Use the Word of God. You know, if the person says, “You know, I don't believe the Bible.” Then use the Bible anyway because it is powerful. “Well, you know, one day someone shared with me from the Bible how I could know for sure I was going to Heaven, and it changed my life. Now, I know you say you don't believe in the Bible, but this is just something that helped me. That person shared with me from the Bible that all have sinned…” etc., etc. Use the Word of God. The Word of God is powerful and is sharper that any two edged sword. Hebrews 4:12 says this. Hey, we need to use the Word of God to make a difference. 
Here’s one thing you can do: If someone says, “Well, I don't believe the Bible,” you could say, “Let me ask you a question, sir. What is your understanding of the Bible’s main message? What does it teach, for instance, how someone can go to heaven someday? What do you understand the Bible says?” And he says, “Well, I don't believe the Bible. I don't believe that.”  And you say, “Well, sir, that is your privilege to do that, and I would fight for that privilege for you. But let me ask you – what is your understanding of what the Bible teaches to go to heaven?” The person says, “Well, you have to be good, you have to go to church, you have to do such and such.” Then you can say to him, “You know, that is what I was afraid of. That is not what the Bible teaches. Actually, what you said – going to church and all the rest – is completely opposite of what the Bible teaches about how to go to Heaven. Now, don't you think a more intellectual approach would be to understand what the Bible says about going to Heaven so that you can make an intelligent decision based on what it says?” Then the person is going to say, “Yeah, that makes sense.” “Hey, someone shared with me from the Bible, and this is what they shared with me…” And then you explain it to him. Hey, the Word of God is powerful. Hey, don’t ask if he believes the Bible.  If he doesn't believe the Bible, so what? The Word of God is still powerful, and it can work. The Bible is powerful. Do you believe that the Word of God is powerful? Then trust the Word of God. Don't let anything stop you from giving the Gospel to the person. Hey, this will help you in your soul winning. 
For instance, if someone says, “I don't believe in hell. I don't believe in Heaven or Hell or Jesus Christ or the Bible or what have you.” Say, “Well, let me ask you this: of all the knowledge in the world, what percent do you think you have?” “Well, I maybe have 30%.” I say to him, “Wow, you are smart person. I doubt I have 2 or 3%. But let’s say you have 30% of the knowledge in the whole world. Let me ask you this: of the 70% of the knowledge that you don't possess, do you think it is possible that there could be a God?” He says, “Well, no, I don't believe that.” Well, I’ll say, “Sir, how can you say that for sure because you just said 70% of the knowledge that exists, you don't have? Doesn't it make sense that you need to study this more and think about it?” And, you know, if he says he doesn't believe in hell, say, “You know, someone shared with me this truth and maybe you can hear it and that way you can understand properly and make an intelligent decision based on a full understanding.” Hey, give the Word of God. The Word of God is powerful. The truth can set them free. They need to hear it. We need to plant the seed, the Word of God in their life. Let God do what He can do. Give the truth and let the truth set them free.
Now, let me say this: some people will say, “Well, I believe Jesus was a great teacher. He was a great man of history. He was a historical person, and He taught great things.” “Well, let me say this: you know, when it comes to understanding about Jesus, there are only a few options that we have. For instance, let me ask you this, do you think Jesus Christ was a liar?” He will say, “I don't think he was a liar. No, I think He told the truth.  He was the one that said great things.” “Well, OK, if you don't think He was a liar, do you think He was a lunatic? Do you think He was crazy or out of His mind? He should have been locked up in the insane asylum? Do you believe that?” “No, I believe He taught some of the greatest things in the world.” “Well, let me say this, sir: there are not many options.  Hey, Jesus said this: ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by me.’ (John 14:6)  Jesus said, ‘I am the only way to heaven.’ Jesus said, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ (John 3:16)  Hey, Jesus taught that He was God. Now, Jesus is either Lord, or He is a liar, or He is a lunatic. You can't have any other way. It has got to be one of those three. He cannot be a great teacher and tell lies. When you study what Jesus said, and if He was saying those things and knew it was wrong, He was a complete outrageous liar to say he was the way to heaven. You can't have it any other way. Or if you say he was a complete lunatic, then you think Jesus said such wonderful things being a crazy man? I don't think so. What does that leave us? He is Lord of all. Jesus is the One Who loves you and died for you. You need Jesus Christ.” Now, this is something you can do when you run into an intellectual type of person. You can try this approach – that Jesus was either Lord, liar, or lunatic. 
Now, if he doesn't believe what the Bible says, say, “Let me leave you with an experiment. Read the Bible for thirty days and pray every day. Now I want to encourage you, sir, start with the gospel of John. It’s is in the New Testament. Start reading the book of John and pray everyday and say, ‘God, if You are really real and this Jesus really existed and died for me, I want to know You.’ Now, I believe if you personally want to know the truth, then you will understand what I am saying to you is truth.” Now you can leave that intellectual experiment with him and let the Word of God work. Many people have done this and given this experiment, “Read the Bible for thirty days and pray this prayer: ‘Jesus, if You are really real, let me know You.’” And many people have come to know Christ that way as their personal Saviour. Hey, you can do this, and you can help some people to know Christ as their personal Saviour. Oh, my friends, we have the truth and the truth can set them free. 
Let me says this, in soul winning you need to stay in track. Did you hear that? Stay on track. Many times they will ask a question, “Where did Cain get his wife?” Or, “What do you believe about the politics of the United States of America?” Or, “What do you think about this?” Or, “What do you think about this?” Or, “What do you think about this?” However, you need to stay on track. And here is a way to stay on track. This is something you can say every time a question is asked: “You know, that is a great question. Let me do this, let me finish sharing this with you right here, and then we can talk about that.” No matter what question the person asks, they can say, “Do you believe that this tree is God?” You say, “You know, that is a great question. When we finish talking about this, then we can talk about that.” And most people will let you finish what you are talking about. It will help you to stay on track. You know, many of you soul winners get side tracked because you think, Well, I need to answer this question about sin or this or that. Well, you know, it is a biblical question. However, you need to say, “Well, that is a great question, and I believe when we finish talking about this, this will help clear that question up for you. This will help you to understand that question a little better. Would you allow me to finish sharing that with you?” Stay on track. You know, your gospel plan ought to be clear and simple. And when you stay on track, the truth can set them free. Don't get side tracked. 
By the way, let me say this.  You need to keep it simple, stupid. There is an acrostic in English, KISS, that says, keep it simple, stupid. In other words, make it simple. Some of you, the way you explain the gospel, I get lost in it. I'm teasing with you, I understand what you are trying to get across, but the people there are like, Huh? No, you need to learn to keep it simple and you need to keep it concise and to the point. You need to be very clear in the way that you present the gospel. The Bible says that the gospel is so easy that a child can understand it. However, how are you explaining it? Would a child rub his head and say, “OK, that is a weird illustration.” No, you need to keep it very simple and very concise and to the point. And I believe this can set people free. Some of you say, “Well, we need to be thorough and explain the gospel,” so you talk for two hours. Well, you have lost the person. If you want to be thorough, then you explain it very clearly and very concisely. A lot of you have a lot of extra things trying to illustrate or what have you, and you would be better just to say, “The Bible says we are all sinners.” You talk about Adam and Eve and this and that and sometimes that is okay. But most of the time you are going to find out that you made it too complicated. Make it very simple. Say, keep it simple stupid. Let’s make it simple. The Bible says that a child can understand the Gospel. When you read the gospel of John, you will see that it is very simple. You know the Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) It is very simple. When you believe and trust in Jesus, you can go to heaven someday. 
Let’s keep it simple. Let’s stay on track. Let’s not get off track because when we give them the truth, that is what can set them free. I don't care what question it is, you ought to say, “You know, that is a great question and when we finish talking about this we can talk about that.” And if they don't bring it up, I don't bring it up most of the time. But hey, keep on track. This can help you in your soul winning. 
Now listen to me very carefully; do not play the Holy Spirit. Do not play the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the one who convicts and draws them to Christ. But some of you are standing in judgment of people to see whether they are ready or not ready. You are messing up. I don't know anybody’s heart. I don't know if you are saved or not saved. I don't know if someone is listening to me or not listening to me. You know, you need to quit playing the Holy Spirit of God and you just need to give the gospel clearly and concisely. 
Brother Hyles was witnessing to one guy and this guy was excited. He said, “I want to come to church. I want to serve God.” And then there was another man and Brother Hyles witnessed to him and said, “Do you realize that you are a sinner?” “Yeah, I understand that.” “Do you understand about hell?” “Yeah, yeah.” And he witnessed to the guy and the guy prayed and accepted Christ. Brother Hyles probably thought, Well, this guy, I don't know about him. But you know what, who was the faithful man? Who became a faithful person in his church? The one who seemed not to be paying good attention.  Hey, you never know about someone’s heart. 
I think it has been said of a certain missionary that this man was with a group of kids, and the kids were laughing, and so he was laughing with them. The soul winner was trying to tell them about Jesus and they kept laughing and laughing and laughing and laughing. However, the soul winner gave them an opportunity to accept Christ as their Saviour, as they were laughing and giggling the whole time. But, you know, there was one boy there who got saved, saying, “I need this.”  He was laughing with the other kids, but inside he was saying, “I need this. Oh, I need this. Oh, Jesus, come into my heart and save me.” And he got saved and became a great missionary. 
Listen to me, you don't understand, they may be laughing but you never know their hearts. I have witnessed to some folks, and I think, ‘This person is listening to me,’ and I start to talk to him later, and I have to help him understand a little better. But this person over here has not been paying attention to me. All of sudden I start asking him questions and he answers every single question. Many people who preach to young people can say, ‘You know, they laugh, they giggle, they pick their nose, or what have you, and later you go and talk to them and find out they were listening to you.’ Hey, don't play the Holy Spirit. You can't see someone’s heart. You make the Gospel clear and plain, and then you give the person an invitation to receive Christ as his Saviour. Don't you play the Holy Spirit. You give the person an opportunity to accept Christ. 
By the way, give the invitation. Give the invitation to accept Christ. Give the person an opportunity. Quit playing the Holy Sprit. Many of you give a wonderful plan of salvation but don’t clearly invite the person to accept Christ as his Saviour. It is kind of like a man saying to a woman, “Oh, I love you, and I want to spend the rest of my life with you,” but never asking her to marry him. That’s how many of you do. You give a wonderful plan of salvation but don’t clearly invite the person to accept Christ as his Saviour. You need to be very concise and clear and give the Gospel. Never play the Holy Spirit. Give the person the opportunity to accept Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the One who saves them. You make it clear, and you give him an invitation to accept Christ, and you leave the results in the hands of the Lord. Don't play the Holy Spirit of God. 
Now let me say this: if the person gives excuses, don't stop. Don't stop. If he says, “Well, I don't know about this and I don't know about that,” you don't stop. I remember when I was talking to the preacher and he was talking to me about the Lord and accepting Christ. And I said, “You know, my friends – what would my friends think?” He said, “Well, imagine if your friends were here and they put their hands in a boiling pot of water. Would you do that?” And I said, “No.” He said, “By the way, if they are your real friends, they are going to encourage you and still remain your friends.” Now, he had gotten the point across. Well, you know, I kept giving excuses and excuses and excuses. “What would this person think or this person?” And he dealt with my excuses and I trusted in the Lord.  

Another excuse that I was giving to the preacher that day, I said, “Preacher, I can't live the Christian life.” And he said, “None of us can and you can't live the Christian life. It's like putting the caboose in front of the motor part of the train. You don't do that. You can't do it. You can't live the Christian life. That's why you need Jesus Christ. He is the Saviour. He is the one who saves you.” And I trusted Christ. Praise the Lord.  He dealt with my excuses.  
Hey, don't you give up. If someone gives excuses, it is a lot of times someone saying, “I want to know more,” or, “Convince me.” Don't give up on somebody. If he would have given up on me like a lot of you give up when someone gives an excuse or says such and such, “Well, he’s not ready. God hasn't prepared his heart,” where would I be today? My friend, you don't know. You don't know someone’s heart. You give the truth. You give the Word of God and you compel the person and you challenge him and you convince him to trust Christ as his Saviour. You don't know someone’s heart. If he gives excuses, you keep going. You keep giving the Gospel and give him an opportunity to receive Christ. Hey, let’s do all we can to reach others for Christ.
A Moravian missionary to the West Indies found he could not get to the natives.  He yearned to reach them for Christ, but they worked throughout the day and were tired at night and too exhausted to listen to his preaching,  He tried many things to get them under the sound of the Gospel, but all without success.

After everything had failed, he thought of Romans 12:1, which says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Therefore the man decided to make a drastic move.  He sold himself as a slave to one of the plantation owners and was driven with the colored men into the field to work.  Here at odd moments he had the opportunity to talk to the natives.  It is said that, though he “lost his life” for the Gospel’s sake, he found it again in the hearts of many who were led to Christ by his witness.

Hey, this man looked for a way to get the Gospel out.  Let me ask you – are you willing to apply some of these truths you learned today to reach more precious souls for Christ?  Hey, let’s reach others for Christ.  Amen!

