Your Bondage Can Be Broken
Open your Bibles with me to Luke 4:18.  That’s our main text for today. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”  

The title of my message today is “Your Bondage Can Be Broken.”  Your Bondage Can Be Broken.

Let’s pray.  “Dear Lord, thank You so much for Your goodness to us.  Thank You so much that on Calvary’s cross You shed Your precious blood that we might have everlasting life, and that You promised that You would never leave us nor forsake us.  But many have come in today, and they have heavy burdens upon their hearts.  They have some heartaches and they have some concerns and they’ve had tragedies in their lives, and, oh God, they need Your help.  They need Your presence, and they need You to meet with them in a special way.  Oh, God, we need You to speak to our hearts right now.  I pray that You would bless the service right now.  May souls be saved and lives changed as a result of the preaching of Your holy Word.  I pray that Jesus Christ may be glorified in all that is said and done.  We give You all the praise, all the glory.  In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.”

What is your bondage today?  Is it fear?  Do you live in the bondage of fear?  What is your bondage?  Is it guilt?  What is your bondage?  Is it loneliness?  You’re in a crowd of people today, but yet you’re lonely inside.  You feel all alone in the midst of all these people that are here today.  Is your bondage emptiness?  Are you empty inside?  You need something to fill that void that is in your life.  What is it that is holding you back from serving the Lord with all your heart?  What bondage is coming against you right now and has taken hold of you?  What is that bondage that is keeping you from serving the Lord with all your heart?

There was a young man who grew up in a home where there was a lot of fussing and fighting.  He was a very shy and quiet boy.  When he was around fifteen years of age, his parents got divorced.  That young teenager felt like somebody had reached down into his chest, and pulled his heart out, and threw it on the floor, and stomped all over it.  He felt like nobody loved him, nobody cared about him.  Why was this happening to him?  He didn’t care about life.  He didn’t even want to live.  But Somebody changed that young person’s life.  Somebody completely transformed his life.  The Lord Jesus Christ came to live within that boy’s heart, and now he’s a changed person.  He’s a new creation in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Hey, now he’s went to a Bible college, and he graduated with honors, and God has given him a very beautiful wife, and he is a missionary to Mexico.  See, I was that young boy.  I was that teenager.  I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me.  Why was this happening to me?  But Jesus came into my heart.  He changed my life, and I want to live for Him because He gave His life for me.  Hey, the Apostle Paul said, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  The Apostle Paul said, “When I die, I’m gonna go be with Jesus, but while I live on this earth, I’m gonna live for the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Great I Am, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  I’m gonna live for Jesus.”  And that’s what I want to do with my life – is to bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ.  I haven’t gotten over the fact that Jesus gave His life for me.  What a Saviour I serve!  Hey, He’s worthy of all the praise!  He’s worthy of all the glory!  He’s worthy to be magnified and adored!  
Hey, is your life all messed up this morning?  Run to Jesus.  Jesus is the Master Carpenter.  He can put your life back together.  Hey, I don’t know what your burdens are.  I don’t know what your heartaches are.  But I say unto you today, Run to Jesus!  Run to Jesus!  Run to Jesus, and He’ll help you.  We serve a great and mighty Saviour.  
I get excited about Jesus.  I get excited about the One Who went to an old rugged cross for me, Who gave His life for me.  I get excited about my Lord and Saviour Who loved me that much.  You know, there’s something about that name, isn’t there?  “There’s none other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  The Bible says that “at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”  Just say that name after me.  Jesus.  Jesus.  Jesus.  Man, I see smiles all over the audience.  My friends, there’s something about that name.  I love the precious name of Jesus.  What can wash away my sin?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  What can make me whole again?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ.  I’m so thankful for the precious blood that Jesus Christ shed on the cross for me.  

Listen to me, the Bible says that Jesus wants to reach the poor.  The Bible says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor…”  The Bible says, “Blessed is he that considereth the poor, for the Lord will deliver him in the time of trouble.”  Many of you have seen on a television set in the past or maybe on a billboard or something like that a little boy growing up in Africa.  His belly is all swollen, and there are flies all around him.  Doesn’t your heart break for that young boy?  You wish you could help him out and reach him.  Oh, we need to reach people that are poor.  But you know, some people are poor spiritually.  The Bible says, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that thou are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”  You might have a lot of money, but you’re not rich with the Saviour today.  I say unto you, “Come to Jesus.  Come to Jesus.  He’ll set you free.”
You know, Jesus also wants to reach the broken-hearted.  Let me ask you a question – what is your burden?  What is your heartache?  What is the need in your life right now?  Everyone seems to have a burden these days.  What is your burden?  I don’t know what it is, but I say unto you, “Run to Jesus.”  Who has hurt you?  I need a young man to help me out with something.  Let’s see here – a good strong one there, yeah.  I want you to pick this up over your head and just walk back and forth in the front there.  You know what?  He’s carrying a burden right now.  It’s not too heavy for him, but if he carries that for an hour, I guarantee you, that chair is going to get heavy.  Don’t worry – you won’t.  Many of you are carrying burdens like that.  What is your burden?  What are you carrying around right now?  What are your heartaches right now?  What is it that you’re having to deal with right now?  Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  Why are you carrying that burden?  Jesus is saying, “Give it to Me.  Give it to Me.”  But yet, you keep walking back and forth with that burden.  Why don’t you decide today that you’re going to give that burden – you’re gonna give that heartache – you’re gonna give what’s coming against you – to Jesus.  And Jesus will take care of it.  He’ll take care of that burden.  He’ll take care of that heartache.  Jesus will get rid of it.  (Take off chair.)  Thank you very much.

The Bible says, “Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.”  Jesus cares for you.  Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  Jesus wants to set you free.  Run to Jesus.  Run to Jesus.  I say unto you, “Run to Jesus today.”

Jesus wants to reach the captives.  See, some of you are in a prison right now – a prison without walls.  The Bible says, “From within, out of the heart of man proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, thefts, coveteousness, wickedness, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.”  What are you thinking about this morning?  Is that where your bondage is – is in your thought life?  Oh, I don’t know it.  The pastor doesn’t know it.  But you know it.  You’re in bondage today – maybe in your thought life.  You need to give that to Jesus today.  The Bible says, “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  You’ve got to cleanse that mind up.  You’ve been watching the wrong things.  You’ve been listening to the wrong things.  You need to come today and say, “Jesus, I give it to You.  I give this stuff to You.  Cleanse my mind.  Cleanse my heart.”  The Bible says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

Are you in prison to fear this morning?  Are you in prison to loneliness?  Are you in prison to guilt?  Are you in prison to emptiness?  Are you in prison to that need of security?  Jesus can give you that security.  Jesus can give you that peace inside.  Jesus can give you that freedom and a clear conscience and remove that guilt.  Jesus can take away that loneliness and be a friend that sticketh closer than any brother.  Jesus can take away that fear.  “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”  You know, many of you are like a tiger in a cage.  You know, a tiger grows up in Asia, and he has free course upon his prey.  It has opportunity to roam back and forth.  All of the sudden, the hunter is out there one day.  He picks up that tranquilizer gun and shoots that tiger.  Next thing that tiger knows, he wakes up in a cage, and he’s pacing back and forth.  Have you ever been to a zoo?  That’s one thing my wife and I like to do while traveling – we like to go to zoos and see all the animals there.  But you know, I have noticed those tigers pace back and forth, when they’re not sleeping.  You know what?  That makes me mad.  I pay all that money to get into a zoo, and the tiger is sleeping!  But anyway, sometimes you’ll see a tiger pacing back and forth, like this right here.  Many of you are like that this morning.  You’re like a tiger in a cage.  You’re pacing back and forth, and you don’t know what to do.  You don’t know what to do with your bondage.  You don’t know what to do with what is coming against you.  Lieten – Jesus said, “If therefore the Son of man shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  Jesus wants to set you free if you’ll run to Jesus.  I say unto you, Run to Jesus, run to Jesus today.  You want to know how to be set free?  The Bible says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  Listen to me.  Jesus is the Truth, and Jesus can set you free.  Why don’t you decide you’re going to say, “I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus.  I cannot bear these burdens alone.  I must tell Jesus.  I must tell Jesus.”  Jesus will help you – Jesus alone.  Hey, He wants to help you today, but will you run to Jesus?  Are you tired of carrying it yourself?  Why don’t you decide, “I’m gonna give it to Jesus.  I’m not gonna carry that weight around with me all the time.  I’m gonna throw it on Jesus.”  And Jesus says, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  Do you need freedom today?  It’s in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Did you know, Jesus wants to reach those who are blind.  I’m talking about being blinded by sin.  You know, the Bible says, “There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.”  “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  Let’s not try to do it ourselves.  Hey, listen to me.  Sin will take you farther than you want to go.  It will cost you far more than you want to pay.  It will keep you longer than you want to stay.  Satan wants to destroy your life through your sins.  Don’t give in to his lies.  “The thief cometh not but to steal, kill, and destroy.”  He hates you.  He hates your family.  Stand up to Satan with the Word of God.  “For the wages of sin is death.”  Satan wants to destroy your life.  He hates you.  
You know, he hasn’t shown you the end of the story.  I’m reminded of David in the Bible.  The Bible says that in a time when the kings were to go forth to battle, David said, “Oh, I’m gonna stay back.”  Oh, many of us are like that.  “Oh, I’ve been soul winning.  I’m gonna take it easy for a little bit.  Oh, I’ve read my Bible before.  I’m gonna take it easy a little bit.  Oh, I’ve prayed before.  I’m gonna take it easy.”  David said that.  “I’m gonna stay back.”  What happened to David?  He ended up looking out one night and he seen Bathsheba bathing, and his heart lusted after her, and he committed adultery.  Listen – it didn’t stop there.  He ended up killing Uriah the Hittite – her husband.  Sin will take you farther than you want to go.  It will cost you far more than you want to pay.  He had problems with Absolom and his children after that.  Sin will keep you longer than you want to stay.  It will destroy your life.  Don’t play with sin.  Run from it!  Flee from it!  Abstain from it!  Avoid it!  Get away from it!  Sin will destroy your life.  You’re playing with sin.  One little sin destroyed David’s life in a way.  He got right with God, but listen – he committed adultery.  He committed murder because he said, “I’m going to stay back.”  Am I saying because you miss church one time you’re going to mess up?  Well, I can’t say that, but you might.  It’s nothing to play with.  Do you think somebody who woke up in a gutter this day maybe in Mexico City thought that that little drink was going to lead them to that point?  Do you think somebody who is dying of cerrosis of the liver thought that that little smoke was going to lead them to that point?  Satan wants to destroy you.  Don’t play around with that sin.  Get away from it!  Get away from it!  Get away from it before it destroys your life!
Listen to me.  Jesus wants to reach the bruised today.  Of course, the word bruised means to be crushed.  Have you been hurt?  Who has hurt you in your past, maybe as a child?  Who has mistreated you?  Who has bruised you?  Who has injured you?  Who has damaged you?  Who has harmed you?  Who has wounded you?  I don’t know who has done that to you or what circumstances have done that to you, but Jesus suffered for you.  “But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities.  The chastisement of our peace was upon him, and by his stripes we are healed.”  Jesus suffered for you.  
I think of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  The Bible says that He was in such agony as He was praying, He sweat as great drops of blood.  What is your agony this morning?  Jesus suffered it for you.  He suffered agony.  Maybe the agony that somebody else is causing you, Jesus suffered for that.  I don’t understand, but Jesus does.  I don’t know what your burdens are.  I don’t know what your heartaches are, but Jesus loves you.  We have a High Priest Who can sympathize and empathize with us and loves us.  He cares about you.  Jesus rose up from praying there and a mob met Him.  As the Bible says, they struck the shepherd, and the sheep scattered.  They hit Jesus, and the disciples abandoned Him.  They led Him to a place where they put Him on trial and they made false accusations against Him.  They lied against him.  Who has lied against you?  Who has made false accusations against you?  You hold on to that unforgiveness, don’t you?  Aren’t you glad Jesus didn’t do that?  He forgave those who struck Him.  He forgave those who plucked out the hair from His face.  He forgave those who spit in His face.  Why did Jesus go through all that?  I’m looking at the answer to that question this morning.  God, Jesus Christ, gave His life for you.  Why did Jesus go through that?  For you.  Because He loves you.  Because you’re special to Him.  He gave His life for you.

They took a whip – a cat of nine tails – and they ripped his back open.  Who has beat you?  I don’t understand it, but Jesus understands.  He is saying, “Come here.  I’ll help you.  I’ll help you today.”  I don’t know.  Maybe you’re saying, “There are so many hypocrites in the church.”  But listen to me.  Jesus was no hypocrite.  He loves you.  He gave His life for you.  He suffered for you.

They drove spikes into His hands and into His feet.  Why?  For the things you’ve done with your hands that you shouldn’t be doing.  They drove a spike into His feet for the places you’ve went that you should not have went to.  Jesus suffered and bled and died for you because He loves you.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.”

------------------------
There was a man who brought over a group of slaves from the jungle of Africa, and there was a wealthy young man there at the auction that day.  This young, strong, African man stood up on the block, and he was being bidded on.  He was a strong man, and he had hatred in his eyes because they were bidding for him, treating him like some piece of property.  He was mad about it, and he should have been mad.  He’s not a piece of property.  He’s precious to God, and they shouldn’t treat people like that.  Hey, God loves all people – black, red, white, yellow – they’re all precious in His sight.  But he stood there on that bidding block.  And they kept bidding for this man.  All of the sudden, a rich man that was viewing from a distance doubled the highest bid.  The auctioneer then yelled out, “Sold!”  The rich man walked forward to get the papers for this man – his new property.  However, the African man had such hatred in his eyes.  Tears were coming out of his eyes, he was so angry.  As that white man walked over to him, that young African man said, “You may kill me, but I’ll never serve you!  You may kill me, but I’ll never serve you!”  All of the sudden, that young man picked up those papers and he tore it right in front of that man.  He said, “Sir, I didn’t buy you to make a slave out of you.  I bought you to set you free.”  He started to walk away from there.  All of the sudden, he felt the young African man’s hands around his ankles.  He turned around, and he looked at the man, and the man looked at him and said, “No one ever loved me enough to pay the price to set me free.  I’ll serve you the rest of my life.”  Listen to me today.  Jesus Christ loved me enough to pay the price to set me free!  I’ll serve Jesus the rest of my life!  I want to serve my Saviour Who gave His life for me.  Oh, Jesus loves you and He died for you.------
------------------
Jesus wants to preach good news to those who are in the poverty of sin.  He wants to preach healing to those who are broken-hearted by the tragedies of life.  He wants to preach deliverance to those who are held captive today.  He wants to preach recovery of sight to those who are blinded by the darkness of the world.  He wants to preach freedom to those who are bruised, and crushed, and beaten upon today.  I don’t know what your burdens are, but run to Jesus.  Run to Jesus.  

I’m reminded of a story in the Bible about a blind man.  Imagine if you were blind and you had to have someone lead you around.  That was his condition.  And he would just beg for money and beg for food and beg for help.  All of the sudden one day he heard the rustling of the crowd, and he could tell something was different about the crowd that day, and he said, “What’s going on?  What’s happening here?”  Somebody said, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”  He said, “Wait a minute!  I’ve heard of this Jesus!  He’s the One Who causes the blind to see!  He’s the One Who raises the dead!  He’s the One Who does great and mighty miracles!  If I can get to this Jesus, He will set me free.”  He started to cry out, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And the crowd said, “Settle down.  Don’t bother the Master.  Don’t bother the Teacher.”  He said, “Wait a minute.  Nobody is gonna keep me away from my Jesus.”  He said,  “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And I love what the Bible says.  It says that Jesus stood still.  Listen to me – Jesus hears your cries today.  He knows your burdens and your heartaches.  He stood still and He said, “Hey, be thou cleansed.  Be thou set free.”  And that blind man was given his sight at that very moment.  Listen to me.  I don’t know what your blindness is.  I don’t know what your burdens are, but Jesus says, “Rise up above your tragedies.  Rise up above your burdens.  Rise up above those troubles that are coming against you now, and I will set you free if you’ll trust Me!”  Will you trust in Jesus today?  Where is the freedom?  It’s in Jesus.  Where is the peace?  It’s in Jesus.  Hey, where is eternal life in a place called Heaven?  It’s in Jesus.

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  “If therefore the Son of man shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  Will you come to Jesus today?  Every head bowed, every eye closed.

