(Visual - real Jesus banner and whip) 

"Which Way Should I Go?"
Well, it's great to be here, and I want to help you, so open your Bibles to Proverbs chapter 16, verse 25. Proverbs chapter 16, and verse 25. The Bible says in Proverbs 16:25, "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death."  My friends, in life, it is so important for us to know the right way to go, because if we don't go the right way, then there could be deadly consequences.  Therefore I want to speak to you on the subject, "Which Way Should I Go?"  Let's pray.
Now, as a preacher, I'm dealing with the souls of people all the time, and questions about eternity. This job is more serious than the job of any surgeon in any operating room with his patient under anesthesia. The surgeon deals with the human body; however, I'm dealing with immortal souls. I can't afford to make a mistake. Now, a person may be perfectly honest and give the wrong directions to a lost soul. 

Years ago, a train with two engines attached was pulling up the mountains through the snow of the great northwest. Aboard this train was a woman with her baby in her arms. She had a ticket to a little town where the train never stopped except for passengers from the east. Every time the flagman would pass through the coach, this lady would say, “Flagman, don't forget my station.” 

“Never mind, lady,” the flagman would reply. “I'll see that you get off at the right place.” 

Finally, a passenger sitting across the aisle said, “Don't worry, lady. I'll tell you when we get to the station.” At last the train stopped. The gentleman across the aisle said, “Lady, here's your stop.” She gathered up her baggage, wrapped up her baby, and got off the train, hugging the baby to her bosom. 

A moment later the train was moving on, and in about 30 minutes it stopped again. The flagman rushed into the coach and said, “Hey, where is the lady who wanted to get off at this station?” 

The man across the aisle replied, “Well, she got off about 30 minutes ago.” 

The flagman asked, “Did you tell her to get off?” 

“Yes. That was her station, wasn't it?”

“No, that wasn't any station. The engineer had stopped for a moment to repair his engine, and there isn't a house within 15 miles of that place. If you put that woman off there, then she is dead now, in some bank of snow with a frozen baby in her arms.”

“Oh, no!" said the man. "I was honest! I thought that was her station!” 

“Oh, you may have been honest,” responded the flagman, “but now you are responsible for the death of a woman and her precious baby.”

They sent a search party back, and, sure enough, they found the woman dead, hugging to her bosom the still, lifeless form of her little baby. 
My friends, it's possible to be sincere and honest, but to be wrong. Therefore, we must know the truth, because the truth can make us free. Jesus said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:32) Oh, it is so important in life that we know the true path, the right direction, or the correct way.  Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." The Bible says, "If the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ) therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." (John 8:36)
However, let me ask you a question today. Do you want to have fame and fortune? Do you want to have great homes, be popular, and everybody knows who you are, and you just want to be filthy rich? Many people daydream about that. Oh, man, if I were rich and wealthy, I could do this and that, and have the best food and the best place and everybody would want to be around me. However, fame and fortune won't bring you true happiness. 

One time they were interviewing a man who was the richest man in the world at the time, Bill Gates. And they said, "Bill Gates, how does it feel to be the richest man in the world?" 

His answer was amazing. He said, "I wish it were not so. I don't know who my real friends are. I don't know who I am really important to." Oh, my friends, riches and fame will not bring you true happiness. 

How come it is that many of the famous people, and people that have money, rock stars or what have you, end up committing suicide or taking drugs because they are miserable inside? Why is it that these people that have so much according to what the world thinks, end up committing suicide or taking drugs just to get by and they feel so alone? Oh, we know of Michael Jackson, how he died of a drug overdose. He just had to have something to help them. 

See, there is a void in each and every person's life. They can try to fill it with drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography, movies, or entertainment, or that special girl or special guy, or a particular job or a great vocation in life. They are trying to fill that void in their heart with religion, or what have you, and many many things. But there is one person that can fill that void in their lives, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. God has put that void in everybody. There is a searching. You go all over the world, and there are these people that have the totem poles and pyramids and have things written on the walls talking about a god. There is some belief in a god because God has put that in everyone's heart. There is only one person that can fill that void and it is the God of gods. It is the King of kings. It is the Lord of lords. It is Jesus Christ. Oh, that is why it is more important to know Jesus than anything else in the world. 

Jesus said, "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36) Oh, you can gain everything in the world, but if you think of it, where are you going to live for eternity? When you die you will go to Heaven or Hell, so the only thing that is going to really matter is what we have done for God.

A preacher was talking to an atheist one day, and he said, "Let's just imagine there is no heaven.  Now, I believe there is with all my heart, but let's just imagine there is no heaven for conversation's sake. So, Mr. Atheist, when you get to the end of your life, you say that you'll die, and they'll put you in the grave, and the worms are going to eat you, and that's it. So, what do I lose if you are right? Not much. Well, I've lived a pretty good life. I have blessings in my life because I'm following the principles in the Word of God. It is a wonderful thing. So the worst that happens to me is I end up in a grave with the worms eating me.  

"But, Mr. Atheist, what if you're wrong? What if this Jesus is really real? What if there is a real heaven and there is a real hell? (By the way, there is.) Hey, when I die, I'm going to get to go to Heaven. But when you die, you go to hell forever and ever."  Listen to me. No matter what, Christians are better off. But Heaven is real. Hell is real. Jesus is real. And there is nothing like knowing Jesus because we'll get to go to a place called heaven, a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow, a wonderful place. Hey, my baby girl, Alejandra is up there, and I'll get to see her again.  Oh, one day I will get to bow before the King of kings and Lord of lords and say, "Jesus, You're worthy. Jesus you gave Your life for me so I can go to Heaven. Thank you Jesus, for loving me." My friends, Jesus loves you. Hey, there is nothing better than knowing Jesus Christ, because you will get to go to a place of no more hurt or pain. 

Oh, it will be worth it all when we see Jesus. The Bible says, "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." (Romans 8:18) Hey, you think of the hard times and all the difficulties and how overwhelming it is and how it overtakes you, but that feeling of being overwhelmed is nothing compared to the beauty of heaven, the wonder of heaven, and the greatness of heaven. Wow! The golden streets, the walls of jasper, the great food in heaven. Wooh!  How wonderful heaven will be!  I'm looking forward to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Think about the wonderful food, about chicken, mashed potatoes, guacamole, tamales, and ice cream. Wow. That is going to be a great thing about heaven. We are going to have wonderful food and we are going to be in a wonderful place. Heaven is a beautiful place of no more hurt or pain. My friends, Jesus died so we can go to heaven.

Now, Jesus healed sick men, opened the eyes of the blind, and raised the dead, primarily because His heart was as humane as His character was Divine; His Spirit as compassionate as His Word was potent.  They called His Name Jesus because He was to save His people from their sins.

Oh, Jesus is the One in whom I invite you to put your trust.  No sick man ever came to Jesus without going away whole.  No sinner ever sought Jesus who was not pardoned and saved. No soul now seeks Jesus in vain. In truth, Jesus seeks you. The Bible says, "For the Son of man (The Lord Jesus Christ) is come to seek and to save that which was lost." (Luke 19:10)

I read the story of how King Christian of Denmark, then 85 years of age but still agile, stood at the corner of the street waiting for an electric car to go by.  Suddenly two little girls, one four years of age and the other five, started to run across the track.  A car was bearing down upon them, but they knew it not.  Onlookers screamed with terror, as it seemed that the little ones were to be crushed beneath the wheels.  Just at that moment, the old King leaped forward and grasped them by the arms and drew them to a place of safety.  A few minutes later, the little girls were proudly telling that they had been saved from death, by the King.

Oh, Jesus the King of kings, wants to save us from hell and take us to Heaven someday. (Visual - real Jesus banner) 

A lot of you have come today because you are searching.  You are looking. Maybe you don't even know what you're looking for.  But God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. See, God is here and wants you to know Him. The Bible says, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)  My friends, God sent His Son Jesus Christ to this earth on a rescue mission.  He sent Him to save you.  That's how much God loves you, that He would send His Son from Heaven to this earth to give his life for you.  

When Jesus Christ went to the cross, He died and shed His blood on that cross, so you can be forgiven. Jesus took your sins to that cross.  So, they nailed him to the cross, so you can be forgiven. Oh, Jesus died on the cross for you, and they buried Him in the ground, and He took your sins to the grave.  Then Jesus rose from the dead so you can go to heaven.

I think of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane.  The Bible says He was praying and He was in such agony, He sweat as great drops of blood.  He rose up from there and a mob met Him.  And the Bible says, they struck the Shepherd, and the sheep scattered.  They struck Jesus, and the disciples abandoned Him.  They led Jesus to a place where they put Him on trial.  They made false accusations against Him.  They put a crown of thorns over His brow and took that whip (use whip), and ripped His back open.  They put a blindfold over His eyes and hit Him and said, “Who hit you, Jesus?  Who hit you?”  Listen to me, Jesus could have called down thousands of angels and wiped them all out.  But you know why He didn’t?  I’m looking at the reason right now.  Jesus was giving His life for you.  Oh, you are a somebody.  You’re unique.  You’re one of a kind.  Oh, Jesus loves you!

They led Jesus to the place of Golgotha – the place of the skull.  They drove the spikes into His hands, and into His feet.  They picked up that old cross and they dropped it into the ground.  And Jesus suffered, and He bled, and He died. Why?  For you, and for me.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.”  Listen to me, there is no other way to Heaven.  Jesus is the Way! Oh, Jesus gave  his life for you, so you can go to heaven.

The Bible says, "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." The Bible also says, "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:9-10, 13) Oh, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts 16:31b) Jesus said, "He that believeth on me hath everlasting life." (John 6:47) Oh, God says that we need to trust, depend, and rely on the Lord Jesus Christ alone to save us from hell and take us to heaven. 
My friends, Jesus was giving His life as a sacrifice for you, to save you from hell. Oh, Jesus loves you!
When the California gold fever broke out, a man went there, leaving his wife in New England with his son.  As soon as he was successful, he was to send for them.  It was a long time before he succeeded, but at last he got enough money to send for them. The wife's heart leaped for joy.  She took her boy to New York, got on board a Pacific steamer, and sailed away toward San Francisco.

They had not been long at sea before the cry of "Fire!" "Fire!" rang through the ship. Rapidly the fire spread. There was gun powder on board, and the captain knew the moment the fire reached the powder, every man, woman, and child would perish.  They got out the lifeboats, but they were too small!  Quickly they were overcrowded. The last lifeboat was just pushing away, when the mother pled with them to take her boy.

They said, "No, we have got as many as we can hold."

She begged them so earnestly that at last they said they would take one more. Do you think she leaped into that boat and left her boy to die? No! She seized her boy, gave him one last hug, kissed him, and dropped him over into the boat.

She said, "My boy, if you live to see your father, tell him that I died in your place."

My friends, that is a faint type of what Christ has done for us.  Jesus died in our place. Jesus laid down His life for us. Jesus died that we might live.

Oh, one day I made the greatest decision of my whole life. I asked Jesus Christ to come into my heart and forgive me of my sins, save me from hell, and take me to heaven when I die. I asked Jesus to come into my heart, and it changed my life. Oh, my friends, right now Jesus wants to come into your heart to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and one day take you to a wonderful place called heaven. Jesus said, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him," (Revelation 3:20) 

My friends, Jesus loves you and wants to help you. Oh, life is so brief. Therefore it is so important to trust in Jesus as your Saviour, to take you to Heaven.
Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
