(Visual – bridge illustration from Creation presentation)
“Lost”

Well, it is sure great to be here today. I want to try to help you today, so listen to me very carefully. I believe with all of my heart that God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.
A famous evangelist was in a town to hold an evangelistic crusade. On the way to the stadium where the crusade was being held, the evangelist wanted to stop at the post office and mail a letter, but he got hopelessly lost and finally decided to ask someone for directions. He noticed a little boy walking on the sidewalk, so he pulled over and said, "Excuse me, son. Could you tell me where the post office is?"

The little boy said, "Sure, turn around and go back down the street to the first light, turn to the left, and it is a block or two on your right."

So the evangelist said, "Thank you very much, young man. By the way," he added, handing the boy an announcement for the crusade, "I would like to invite you to come to a meeting later today where I will tell you how you can find Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour." 

Well, the little boy responded and said, "No way, pal. You can't even find the post office!"

Well, we laugh at that. But you know, my friends, there is nothing worse than getting lost or being lost and feeling like there is no way out. Oh, where am I? I don't know where I am. I need help. That feeling of helplessness and you don't know where to go. There seems to be no way of escape. When we are in those situations, we want someone to help us and guide us to safety or get us on the right path, just like that boy got the evangelist on the right path.

You know, if you saw a building burning and you knew there was a family in there and you knew they were helpless and in a sense lost in the fact that the fire was going to overtake them and they needed help, then you would kick the door in. You would do whatever you could to help them because you knew someone was hurting and needed help and they were helpless. 

Some of you feel that way today. You feel lost, in a sense. You could be with a bunch of people but yet you are lost inside. You feel like, “What is my life all about? Why am I here? Why are these things happening?” You feel so helpless and overcome by your burdens. You just feel lost in a sense. I want to try to help you today, so listen very carefully.
Let's have a word of prayer. “Dear Lord Jesus, there are so many people that feel lost and feel like everything is against them, and they need Your help today. Please help them. In Jesus' name, Amen.”
A German city had been surrounded by the American forces. Hitler had sent orders to the Nazi commander to stand and die in the city’s defense. But the American commander gave the city an opportunity to surrender before destroying it. Lieutenant General Colonel Courtney H. Hoddes sent in an ultimatum to the Nazi commander and to the mayor of this city of 165,000 souls. Then thousands of leaflets were dropped into the city by shellfire, appealing to the troops and the citizens of the city to surrender and thus prevent needless bloodshed.

The leaflets read, “The city is encircled. American troops surround the city. The German command can not relieve you. People of the city, the time has come for honorable surrender. We Americans do not rage war on innocent civilians, but if the leaders insist on further sacrifice, we have no course but to destroy your city. There is no time to lose. On our airfield, bombers are waiting for final orders to take off. Our artillery surrounding the city is ready to fire. Oh, people of this city, act quickly. Tomorrow it may be too late. There is only one choice – immediate surrender or complete destruction.” But the Germans did not surrender, and great destruction came. 

Oh, my friends, I am here to warn you today that you can be completely lost, doomed, with no hope, and end up in a place called hell. Oh, you are lost today. You are going through life and you have no purpose. You do not realize what you are here for and you are going to end up in a place called hell that will burn forever and ever. But I have good news for you. There is a way out, if you will listen to the warning. I am here to warn you. Don't be destroyed. Don't be lost. Oh, there is hope for you. 

One man said, “Jesus, save me! Oh, Jesus, save me!” was the anguish of his guilty cry, but it was too late. He said, “I was in a cold sweat of terror. I remembered when I had been warned of the awful finality of death when my close pal had been ushered so swiftly into eternity by the kick of a horse. Those times I had hardened my heart to the silent voice of God. Now, the day of judgment had come and I was not saved. I fell to my knees and wept. "Forgive me, oh Jesus, and save me. Oh, Jesus, save my soul."

“However, it was too late. Too late! Too late for me! Suddenly I woke from my nightmare.” Then the man said, “Certainly this dream shook me and remained with me ‘til the day I accepted Christ as my own personal Saviour.” The man said, “The horror of my nightmare will be a reality for many people some day who have put off repentance until it is too late. When they stand in the presence of the Judge with no excuse for their willful rebellion and will wail because they have sinned away the day of grace.”
The Bible says that the judgment was set and the books were open. “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” (Revelation 20:11-12) 

Oh, my friends, don't let that terrible dream of that man become a reality for you as you step out into eternity into a place called hell and suffer forever. Oh, “today if you will hear his voice. Harden not your hearts.” (Hebrews 4:7c) “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7) Oh, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 14:12) 

Forget about your thoughts and your ways and thinking of how you are going to get to heaven and say, "God, I want Your way. What is Your way to get to heaven?" Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) If you will trust in Jesus, He will save you from hell and take you to heaven someday. I beg of you, I plead with you, I implore you, do it today. Oh, you have no assurance of tomorrow. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36) If you get everything in life and you say, “I’ll think about it and do it another day, tomorrow, if you will,” and if you were to die and step out into eternity, you would go to a place called hell and suffer for all eternity. It is not worth it. Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” (Matthew 10:39) 

Oh, you want to have real life and have joy and peace and love in your heart? You need Jesus Christ. Oh, Jesus wants to help you today. Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) Listen to me. You are lost. You are on your way to hell. You have no way to save yourself. You are helpless and you need the Lord Jesus Christ because He is come to seek and to save that which was lost. Jesus said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Oh, Jesus wants to set you free and save you from a place called hell and take you heaven someday. Hey, you are not guaranteed tomorrow. Make the decision to receive Christ before it is too late.

The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) We all have that appointment coming up. Are you prepared for eternity? Oh, the Bible says, “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1) We are not guaranteed tomorrow. Oh, let's prepare. 

The Bible says, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14) Oh, you are one heartbeat away from possibly stepping out in eternity. Oh, you could be just one breath away before you step out into eternity. I can leave this place and go out into the streets, and a car could hit me and I could be struck dead right away. Then I would go into eternity, but I am ready because I have received Jesus into my heart. 

Oh, if you were to be struck by a car or your life was to end all of a sudden, where would you go? My friends, without Jesus you would go to a place called hell. Without Christ you are lost and on your way to hell. Oh, do you understand that man is lost and going to hell? 

Hey, my friend, you are lost because of your sins. The Bible says, “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10) We have all made mistakes. None of us are perfect. That is why the Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Oh, you are guilty of sin, my friend. Lying, cursing, hatred, pride, lust, you name it. The Bible says, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8)
Oh, my friends, you are guilty of sin and you deserve to go to hell forever and ever. I'm in the same boat as you. But the only difference is that one day I said, “Jesus, come into my heart and take me to heaven someday. I believe You died to forgive me of my sins and save me from hell.” And Jesus came into my heart. Oh, you can be saved the same way today. You don't have to be lost and go to hell. 

Oh, but you are on your way to hell. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23a) “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14a) There is a price for sin, which is death in hell. Oh, I beg of you. I plead with you. Don't go to that terrible place called hell. 

Oh, what is hell like. It is a place of darkness. The Bible says, “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” (II Peter 2:4) As fire increases in heat, the flame gets darker. A candle has a yellow flame while a gas hotter flame is a dark blue. Science has now discovered what they call a black flame, which never totally consumes its object and gives off no light. Hell is called chains of darkness. 

Oh, my friends, hell is a place of fire. The rich man said in hell, “I am tormented in this flame.” Oh, the Devil wants to minimize it and use it as a cuss word, but listen to me. Hell is real. Oh, my friends, hell is a place of thirst. The rich man desired just a drop of water from the beggar’s finger. Even one drop would be relief to the man in hell. Hell will be a place of unfulfilled appetites. Never again to see the light of day, rest or relaxation, food or water. They cry out, “Help! Help! Help!” but there is no relief.

Oh, my friends, hell is a place of loneliness. People don't go to hell in groups but as individuals. People often say, "Hey, I will be in hell with my friends." But they won't have fun in hell. They will burn in solitary confinement and feel terrible. Hey, you won't have a good time with your friends in hell. 

Oh, my friends, hell is a bottomless pit. The Bible says “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.” (Revelation 20:1-3)
Oh, hell will be a constant place of falling where there is no stability. Help, help, help but there is no help. Oh, hell is a place of the lake of fire. “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (Revelation 20:10) 

Oh, my friends, hell is a place of memory. The rich man in hell remembered. Every time a person rejected Christ, he will remember. Oh, you will remember things in hell. 
My friends, hell is a place of evil company. The Bible says, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8) Oh, imagine the vileness of humanity in hell. You will be with such people. 
Oh, my friends, hell is a place of evil creatures. The Bible says, “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.” (Revelation 9:1-3) Oh, those locusts during the tribulation will actually come out of hell. It will be a terrible place of evil creatures.

Oh, my friend, hell is a place of hideous sounds. Jesus spoke of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth in hell. Oh, my friends, don't go to hell. Trust in Jesus today. 

Oh, you may be saying, “So, is hell fire?” No, but it has fire. “Is hell falling?” No, but hell has falling. “Is hell torment?” No, but hell has torment. “So what is hell?” It is separation from God's presence. “So what is so bad about that?” No one knows for sure. Separation from God is so awful that God gives a description of hell as fire, a terrible place with terrible sounds, a place of falling and torment and darkness just so our human minds might have some idea of its horribleness. No one has ever suffered the complete enormity of hell except One, and He said, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?" His name was Jesus. Jesus was suffering hell for you and me. Oh, Jesus suffered your hell so that you don't have to go there. You don't have to be lost. You don't have to go to hell. Jesus died to save you from hell and take you to heaven if you will trust in that fact. 

Oh, how long will hell last? If a person suffered a year in hell, wouldn't that be sufficient to pay for his sins? No, it is not. How about 100 years or 1000 or 1 billion? God said that there is a great gulf fixed. It is eternal. Even hell itself is not enough to pay for the sins of one person. Only the blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient. 

After a trillion years, a person in hell will be no closer to getting out of there than the first day that he entered, forgotten by God, suffering throughout eternity. Oh, Jesus died and shed His blood to save you from hell. Will you trust in that today?
Oh, my friends, man is lost and going to hell. But also we need to understand that man can do nothing to save himself. The Bible says our righteousness is as filthy rags in the sight of God. (Isaiah 64:6b) You think you are good enough to get to heaven. You are wrong. The Bible says, “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Hey, we have all come short. God's standard is perfection. Jesus said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) Oh, “Be ye holy, for I am holy.” (I Peter 1:16) God is just and pure and He can not allow our evil sin into heaven.

The Bible says that God will “by no means clear the guilty.” (part of Exodus 34:7) We are in big trouble. The Bible, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2:10) When you sin one time you are guilty in the eyes of God because His place is perfect and holy and just, but He didn't leave you to be helpless and lost without hope. No, Jesus paid the price to save you from hell and to take you to heaven. If you will trust in that, you can go to heaven.

My friends, Jesus is a Saviour. A Saviour is someone who rescues someone from harm. We all need the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour. Listen to me. If you were going to a pool or at the ocean and you were swimming along and all of sudden you were about ready to drown, you need to someone to help you. You need someone to save you. A lifeguard jumps in and he saves your life. I have heard it said that lifeguards don't even try to save someone when the person is trying to hold himself up. They have to realize that they are helpless and they can't do anything. 

Oh, my friends, you can't be saved unless you realize that you are helpless and you can’t do anything. You need to cry out to Jesus and He will save you. That is why the Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) Oh, why don't you call out and say, “Jesus, please come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save from hell and take me to heaven,” and Jesus will answer that prayer. Oh, you need Jesus Christ to take you to heaven. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
