(Visual - “Real Jesus” Banner and whip)
“How Can My Sins Be Forgiven?”
(salvation)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Hebrews, chapter 9, verse number 22. Hebrews, chapter 9, verse number 22. The Bible says in Hebrews, chapter 9, verse number 22, “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.” Or, without the shedding of blood is no forgiveness. 

Sometimes, in life, we wonder, can we can ever be forgiven? We’ve done so many wrong things, and there are so many bad things that can happen in life. Oh, is there any forgiveness for me? Is there any way that I can have freedom with this situation? I just feel overwhelmed and burdened. There are so many things I have done. Is there a way I can be free? Is there a way I can be pardoned from what I’ve done so I can go out a free man? Oh, is there deliverance from my sins? I want to speak to you on the subject, “How Can My Sins Be Forgiven?” Is there a way that our sins can be forgiven? 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to understand this truth that can set us free. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen." 

My friends, I believe what I’m going to share with you today can help us, so listen to me very carefully. A family was involved in a serious traffic accident. Mike, the youngest of the two brothers involved, was badly injured and needed a blood transfusion. Mike’s big brother, Danny, who was only eight years old, had the same blood type as his younger brother. The dad sat down with Danny and carefully explained to him why this blood transfusion was needed and how wonderful it would be for his younger brother. After some silence, Danny responded by saying, “Yes, Daddy, I’ll give my blood to Mike so he can get well.” 

At the hospital, a pint of blood was drawn from Danny’s veins. Only after the needle was removed did Danny turn to his father with tears rolling down his cheeks and ask, “Daddy, when do I die?”

The father suddenly realized with shock that Danny had misunderstood his explanation of giving blood. Danny had thought he was giving all of his blood to save the life of his brother. He thought that he would die after the transfusion was over, yet he still had agreed to help his little brother.

Oh, Danny was willing to die so that his little brother would live. My friends, listen to me very carefully, the Lord Jesus Christ was willing to die, and did die, that we could have eternal life, that we may live in a wonderful place called Heaven with no more hurt or pain or sorrow. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us that we might live, that we might be forgiven of our sins. 

My friends, God says, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.” (Leviticus 17:11) Oh, there’s only forgiveness through the blood that was given for us. The Bible says, “...the life of the flesh is in the blood...” In other words, when we give our blood, it’s like giving our lives, and that’s what Jesus did; Jesus gave His life, He gave His blood that we might be forgiven of our sins so we can go to Heaven. “...without shedding of blood is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) Or no forgiveness. There’s no remission, forgiveness or deliverance without the shedding of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ Who gave His life that we might have eternal life. 

All throughout the Old Testament, you see that they would sacrifice an animal, and they would shed blood that would cover their sins. Now, they always looked forward to the day when the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, would come as the Lamb of God Who would give His life for the whole world by shedding His precious blood so their sins could be washed away. 

There’s a famous song that goes:
“What can wash away my sin?

Nothing but the blood of Jesus;

What can make me whole again?

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! precious is the flow

That makes me white as snow...”
Oh, the precious blood of Jesus Christ cleanses or washes or sets us free from our sin. 
In the Old Testament times, there was a time when Moses was in the land of Egypt, and he told Pharaoh to let God’s people go, but Pharaoh refused to do so. Then God said, “I’m going to send a plague upon the land because this evil ruler will not listen to Me.” He said, "The Death Angel is going to pass through and it will take the life of the oldest child of each family. But, children of Israel, listen to me. Shed the blood of a lamb and put it on the doorpost, and when the Death Angel passes by, I will see the blood and will pass over you.” 
Listen to me, if we will trust in the blood of Christ, that He shed His blood to forgive us, and put it on the doorpost of our hearts, then when death comes, we will not be destroyed because God says, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you, that you will live, and that you will have eternal life, and go to a wonderful place called Heaven." Oh, for it is the blood of Christ that maketh an atonement for the soul. 
Oh, my friends, God loves you. See, God created you and wants the very best for you, but your sin has separated you from Him. But God loved you and sent His Son to shed His blood, or give His life, that you could be forgiven of your sins, and in that way, you could go to Heaven. The Bible says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood {the blood of Christ}, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” (Romans 5:8-9) 
Oh, the Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire...” (Revelation 20:14) Because of our sins, we deserve to be punished in a place called Hell forever and ever, and Jesus said, “No, I don’t want you to go to Hell. That’s why I shed My blood, and gave My life, to forgive you of your sins and the penalty of your sin, which is death and Hell forever and ever. I died to save you from Hell! Oh, trust in Me so you can go to Heaven. Believe that I shed My blood and gave My life so you can go to Heaven!” 
Jesus said, “This is My blood which is shed for the remission of your sins. This is My blood which is shed for the forgiveness of your sins.” Jesus said, “This is My blood that I’m giving so you can be set free.” 
Oh, my friends, it’s the blood of Jesus Christ that redeems us. The word “redeemed” means “to be bought back.” See, because of our sins, we have been separated from God and deserve to go to Hell. Now, God created us to have a relationship with Him, but our sin separates us from God. But Jesus said, “I shed My blood that they may be bought back from sin, and Hell, and death, and the grave, and go to Heaven. Oh, I bought them back. I gave My life. I was willing to give My life to pay the price to set them free.” 
The Bible says, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (I Peter 1:18-19) Oh, Jesus, the perfect Son of God, shed His perfect, royal, and holy blood that we could be forgiven of all of our sins and go to Heaven. 
Oh, the blood of Jesus Christ brings us nigh unto God in a relationship with Him. The Bible says, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” (Ephesians 2:13) See, we were separated from God, but Jesus shed His blood that we could be in right relationship with our Heavenly Father. Oh, Jesus shed His blood that we might go to Heaven. 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) The Bible also says, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) See, Jesus is the One Who saves us from Hell so we could be in right relationship with our Heavenly Father. The Bible says, “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” (Colossians 1:20) Oh, we can have peace with God Almighty, peace in our hearts, the peace of God, and the peace that passeth all understanding. We can be reconciled to God. We can have our sins forgiven, and be clean and be white as snow. The blood of Jesus Christ, on the cross, that was shed for us, gives us peace. 
Oh, the blood of Jesus Christ, on the cross, justifies us as if we had never sinned. The Bible says, “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” (Romans 5:9) Oh, how would you like to be clean, realizing that you’re not guilty anymore? It’s like you’ve never sinned before. Your sins have been removed as far as the east is from the west. You’re clean! You’re pure! You’re righteous through the blood that was shed to cleanse you of your sins. The Bible says, “...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (I John 1:7b) 
Oh, there’s nothing like being cleansed. If you’re dirty, and you’ve been working hard, and all this or that, and you get into the shower, and the dirt and the mire, and the filthiness is washed off--Oh!--You feel so clean! You can be clean today! Jesus Christ can wash you through His blood. See, Jesus shed His blood that you might be cleansed from your sin and set free, and go to Heaven someday. 
The Bible, speaking about Christ, says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” (Ephesians 1:7) Oh, grace has to do with God’s favor, which is not deserved or cannot be earned. It’s the forgiveness of sin that you cannot do. See, Jesus shed His blood for you. Therefore, it has all been done for you. That’s why the Bible says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) You cannot earn your way or work your way to Heaven because it’s by grace, it’s God’s favor. It’s like receiving a gift, if you will. You just receive it. The Bible says, “...the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) Oh, you receive the gift of eternal life, going to Heaven forever through Jesus Christ. It has to do with Jesus shedding His blood or giving His life so you can be forgiven of your sins, saved from Hell, and all you have to do is receive Jesus into your heart like a gift, and then you can go to Heaven. It’s that simple, my friends. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Trust that Jesus gave His life for you and shed His blood, so you could be forgiven, and saved, and go to Heaven. 
Now, when somebody gives a blood transfusion, he is giving his blood so that other people can have life. And that’s what Jesus did. Jesus gave His blood that you might have life. Jesus gave His blood that you may be delivered. It’s like a soldier who goes to war, and sheds his blood, and he gives his life for his family, friends, and country. That’s what Jesus did. Jesus shed His blood, Jesus gave His life, so that we could be set free, and go to Heaven someday. Oh, if you’re dying, and you receive that blood, it can give you life. My friends, you’re dying, and you deserve to go to Hell, but if you’ll receive the blood of Christ and what He did for you on the cross, then you can be forgiven and go to Heaven. 

Oh, you could be redeemed from the slavery of your sins, and be set free. Redemption is the purchase price of a slave. Humanity, lured by the deceptive devices of Satan, had passed from the merciful watch-care of God to a diabolical bondage of Satan. The race that God had created for His own fellowship had fallen by error into possession of the devil. A great price was demanded, much more than man could pay, but no greater than God could provide. It was then that He gave His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, “...that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,” or not go to Hell, “...but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

Oh, the forces of sin of which Satan is head, and the forces of righteousness which God commands are waged in a gigantic combat. In war, there’s a device known as ‘exchange of prisoners.’ Oftentimes, an officer of high rank is exchanged for scores or perhaps hundreds of ordinary soldiers who are held by the enemy. Christ, the Captain of our salvation, was turned over to the forces of Satan during His trial and death on Calvary, and Satan was allowed to do with Him what he pleased. Oh, Jesus was spat upon, mocked, beaten, cursed, and finally killed, but in exchange for that, Satan was compelled to release all who looked upon Jesus as Saviour. It was the exchange of One for many, the sacrifice of the worthy Lamb for the erring race of mankind. The Bible says, “Behold the Lamb of God,” referring to Jesus, “...which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29)  Oh, it was redemption provided by love. The Word of God says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Oh, Jesus shed His blood or gave His life to redeem us from sin and Hell, so that we could go to Heaven. 

An evangelist was approached by a young man who asked, “What must I do to be saved from Hell? How can my sins be forgiven?”

The evangelist replied, “It’s too late.” 

The young man became alarmed, asking, “Do you mean that it’s too late for me to be saved? Is there nothing I can do?” 

Then the evangelist replied, “Too late! It’s already been done. It is finished. Jesus paid the price by shedding His blood or giving His life so that you could be saved from Hell, and go to Heaven. The only thing you have to do is believe.” 

My friends, there’s no way you could earn your way to get to Heaven. It’s already been done for you. 

On the cross, Jesus cried out, “Tetelastai,” which means “It is finished. It's paid in full.” “I’ve paid the price so that you don’t have to go to Hell and can go to Heaven. Just believe it.” Therefore, my friends, trust, rely, and depend on Jesus alone to take you to Heaven. Oh, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) 
Oh, it’s like you are being chased by bloodhounds, dogs that are trying to get to you and tear you apart. They’re chasing you and chasing you. In like manner, our sin is chasing us and it’s going to destroy our lives, but all of a sudden, you get to that river, and you get in that river, and you start going in that river, and then those dogs finally get to where the river is and they can’t find you because the water has washed away your scent, or your sins, if you will, or your presence, that you are made unknown to them. That’s what the blood of Jesus Christ does - it cleanses us from all our sins, and removes our sins so that we are delivered from sin, death, and Hell. Oh, it’s the forgiveness of our sins. It is the washing away of our sins. See, Jesus shed His blood for the forgiveness of our sins so we can go to Heaven.

Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about. (Visual - “Real Jesus” Banner) My friends, the Bible says that Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane. And as Jesus prayed, He sweat as great drops of blood. Oh, Jesus was willing to shed His blood for you. 

Jesus rose up from there, and the Bible says the mob met Him, and they hit Jesus. They struck Jesus, and blood flowed from His face. They put a blindfold on Him, and hit Him in the face, and blood was flowing from His face, so that you could be forgiven. They took a whip and they started beating His back, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. Oh, blood flowed down His back for the things that we deserve because of our sins. See, we deserved to be beaten, separated from God in a place called Hell. But Jesus said, “I’m willing to take that torture and pain, so that they can be set free.” 

Oh, they drove a crown of thorns into His brow, and blood flowed down His face, for the things you’ve thought about that you shouldn’t have thought. Oh, Jesus shed His blood for the forgiveness of your sin. Oh, they drove spikes into His hands, and blood flowed from His hands, for the things that you have done with your hands that you shouldn’t have done. They drove a spike into His feet, and Jesus was shedding blood from His feet for the places you went with your feet that you shouldn't have gone to. Oh, they pierced His heart for your heart not being right, or for your life not being right, and for not loving God. Oh, Jesus shed His blood for the forgiveness of our sins. See, Jesus suffered, and bled, and died to forgive us of all our sins, save us from Hell, so that we could go to Heaven. 

Oh, my friends, the death of Jesus Christ was a bloody death. Jesus was shedding His blood as a lamb led to the slaughter. Jesus was the Lamb of God, taking away the sins of the world. Oh, Jesus was shedding His blood, so that we could be forgiven of our sins, delivered from the bondage of sin, which is death and Hell, and to be set free, so we could go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus paid the price, shedding His blood and giving His life, so we could be set free from Hell, and go to Heaven. Oh, if you will trust in that, then Jesus will take you to Heaven. 

My friends, that’s why the Bible says, “...and without shedding of blood is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) Or no forgiveness or no deliverance. Oh, Jesus shed His blood so we could be forgiven, delivered, and set free from Hell, and go to Heaven. Jesus shed His blood that we might have everlasting life. 

Oh, my friends, listen to me very carefully. There’s a story that goes something like this: 

There was a man who was being approached by Satan. Satan said, “Look at you. You’re an evil man. You’re a wicked man. You have done so many things wrong. You have so much sin.” Oh, the man realized the things that he did with his hands that he shouldn’t have done. He thought about the things he was thinking about, his secret life, if you will, and the lust, and the pride, and the arrogance. He knew the sin of his hands and feet, the places he went to, the things he did that he shouldn’t have done. He said, “Oh, I’m a sinful man. I’m a wicked man! I deserve to go to Hell! You’re right, Devil! Oh, I’m a sinful man.” 

But then the man said, “Wait a minute! Wait a minute! Come here. Let me show you something. You haven’t kept the whole account. Listen to what the Bible says. The Bible says, ‘...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.’ (1 John 1:7b) Oh, my sins have been washed away! The Bible says, ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’ (1 John 1:9) Oh, the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin!”

The man said, “Hey, I’m washed in the blood. Jesus shed His blood to forgive me of my sin, and I’m trusting in Jesus! Oh, Jesus gave His life for me so that I may go to Heaven. Oh, my sins are washed away because Jesus shed His blood, and gave His life to save me from Hell, and I’m trusting in that to take me to Heaven!” 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
