Let’s Go Fishing!

Text:  Matthew 4:19:  “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
In Matthew 4:17-20, the Bible says, “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.  And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.  And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.”
I want you to notice verse #20.  They left all they had and followed Jesus.

The Bible says in Matthew 10:39, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  Listen to me – the greatest way to live is to live for Jesus.  The Apostle Paul said in Philippians 1:21, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

In the late 1800s there was a little girl named Eleanor Chestnut.  Her mother died when she was nine, and her father abandoned the family. She was saved at an early age. She and her two brothers were sep​arated by well-meaning relatives and were never allowed to live together. Each went his own separate way. She grew up terribly poor. But in her isolation and loneliness, she determined, with the help of God, to serve the Lord who loved her and gave Himself for her.

She resolved to go to a Christian Bible college. She worked her way through. In her senior year a medical missionary lectured in the chapel service. She was impressed by the Holy Spirit to pursue medicine. This was in an era when it was very uncommon for a woman to enter that profession. But enter it she did.

Finally, after struggle and crisis, she managed to get her medi​cal degree.

She went to China. This was before the Communist Revolution. She felt a burden for the people of China, to win them to Jesus Christ.

There was an unskilled laborer in that village, the lowest of the low. This unskilled laborer had an injured leg. Without amputation, he would die of blood poisoning from infection. She had none of the equipment necessary, and there was no hospital for hundreds of miles.

The people in the village came and gathered about her door and pled and begged that somehow she might try to save that man's life.  In the eyes of the people in the government, he was just another peasant, just another worker and of no significant value. But to her he was a precious soul whom she hoped to win to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally she determined to help him. She took the last little bit anesthesia that she had, placed him in a bathtub, and amputated his leg. She was not a surgeon. She had never before done an amputation.

When she went to bind up the stump, she had not calculated properly on the measurement of the skin: and there was not enough left to cover the stump of the amputated leg. Without any more anesthesia avail​able, she reached under her skirt, sliced a piece of meat off her inner thigh, and hurriedly put it on the stump of his leg and sutured it. It took, and it grew.

She walked with a limp for days, and only a few of the servants had any idea why. She never told anybody. But God let her have the joy of leading that man to the Lord.

Wow!  What an example of compassion! What courage!

   In 1905 the communists began their oppression of the people. They began to move into villages and strike terror into hearts. One of the communist soldiers took the butt of his rifle and hit a young boy in the back of the head. Blood began to gush out. Quickly Eleanor took band​ages she had made and rushed out into the street to put those band​ages on his head.

While she was dressing his wound, the communist soldier took the butt of his rifle and crushed her skull, sending her into the presence of her Saviour whom she loved and whom she served.

   You may never hear much about Eleanor Chestnut; but in Heaven you will meet that lady whose very life was an example of the Bible spirit of compassion. 
   My friends, will we have compassion that makes a difference?
I think of the disciple Peter, a great fisherman.  Once time Jesus basically said to Peter, “Let’s go fishing.”  The Bible says in Luke 5:1-10, “And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret,  And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.  And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.  Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.  And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.  And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.  And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken:  And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.”
When Jesus said, “Cast your net in the water,”  He was saying, “Let’s go fishing.”  And they caught a lot of fish.  Later Jesus said, “I want you to be a fisher of men.”  Listen to me – Jesus is saying to us today:  “I want you to be fishers of men.”  Hey, my friends, let’s go fishing!

Proposition:  Let’s tell people about Jesus.  (family, friends, neighbors, our city, the world)

Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”  (Mark 16:15)   “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)  “And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.”  (Luke 14:23)  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8).  In the book of Acts, it says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”  (Acts 5:42)

Hey, let’s go fishing!

Transition:  But, my friends, are we wise fishermen?  “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”  (Proverbs 11:30)

Transition:  I want to share with you several observations of a good or wise fisherman.
(1) A good fisherman is always looking to catch fish.

a. A true fisherman is not there just to have a good time; he wants to catch fish.  (It is a serious time.)  When I get out of the vehicle, I am immediately looking – Where are the fish?  Let’s be observant!

b. In John 4, the Bible says that Jesus was on the way from Judea to Galilee, and He needed to go through Samaria.  What happened in Samaria?  The woman at the well received Jesus as her Saviour, and because of her salvation, many Samaritans from that city came to Jesus and got saved.  What am I saying?  When you go soul winning and when you are going door-to-door, sometimes you pass up a group of kids playing here or a group of people there to get to a door where someone may or may not be home.  My friends, we need to stop and tell them about Jesus.

· Let’s go fishing for Jesus!

(2) A good fisherman wants to catch many fish.

a. Jesus went to the cross and gave His life that we might have eternal life.  After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to the disciples several times.  One such time was this:  The Bible says in John 21:3-11, “Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.” 

b. The Bible says when they listened to Jesus and cast the net on the right side that they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.  My friends, when we listen to Jesus and uplift Jesus, we will catch a multitude of fish.  I’m talking about the souls of men and women and boys and girls.  Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”  (John 12:32)  Earlier in Luke 5, when Jesus told them to cast their nets in the water, they also caught a multitude of fish that day.  What am I trying to say?  Jesus wants us to reach multitudes of people with the Gospel.  II Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

c. The Bible says that Jesus preached to multitudes of people in different areas.  Many times this happened.

i. What am I saying?  Jesus preached to individuals, but He also spoke to groups of people.

ii. Hey, how many got saved at Pentecost? – about 3,000 souls.  How many got saved later in Acts 4:4?  The Bible says about 5,000 men.  I also wonder how many women, boys, and girls also got saved at that particular time.  What am I trying to say?  We need to keep doing personal soul winning, but we also need to do mass evangelism.  God can still do it, my friend.  When I went to the Philippines, we spoke in schools, universities, prisons, and all over.  47,000 people got saved.  God can still do it.  The Bible says in Luke 1:37, “For with God nothing shall be impossible.”  Our God can do it.

d. Be observant.  When you go soul winning, when you go door-to-door, look for groups of people and go and tell them about Jesus.  

· I believe if you will do this, you will win more people to Jesus.

i. Let’s go fishing for Jesus!

(3) A good fisherman uses the right bait.

a. What is the right bait?  It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

b. But how do we present the Gospel?

i. With the power of God, or our own strength

ii. With love, or grudgingly

iii. With a smile, or poochy lip

iv. With kindness, or rudeness

v. With a positive attitude, or a negative attitude

c. Romans 12:21 says, “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

d. Matthew 10:16b says, “Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.”

e. Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

(4) A good fisherman goes fishing in the best places.

a. For instance, a good fisherman knows the places where the fish are – in other words, where the fish hang out – in what part of the lake, the deepest part, or wherever.  He studies where they hang out.  Have you studied or noticed where the fish or people hang out?  Where do the people go?  Or where are the people?  Of course, people are everywhere, but where can you catch groups or lots of people?  For instance – parks, different sporting events, stores, markets, outside their houses at night, in the streets, prisons, nursing homes, house to house, schools, etc.  Once again, people are everywhere, but ask yourself where are the best places to win people to the Lord.  There are certain places where there are fish, but they’re not biting or they’re harder to catch.  In certain parts of a city the people are not very open to the Gospel.  Of course, we need to preach the Gospel to every creature, but I think we should put the majority of our effort into those areas that are more open.  Jesus said if you go to an area and they don’t receive your witness about Christ, then shake off the dust from your shoes and go to another place.  Of course, be a good Christian and be kind and loving to leave the door open for someone else to talk to them about the Lord.  And do pray that they would get saved.  What am I saying?  Look for the best places to win people to the Lord.

i. Let’s go fishing for Jesus!

(5) A good fisherman goes fishing at the best times.

a. For instance, there are certain times of the day when the fish are biting better and are easier to catch.  Also, certain times of a day, they go to a certain place.  So the previous point and this point sometimes go together.  At a certain season or time of the year, the fish go to a certain place to spawn.  This is a great time to catch fish.  Even the bears and other animals go to these places at that certain time to catch fish.  I believe there are certain times of the day when you can see more people saved for your effort.  I like to go soul winning in the prime times.  Even Hollywood understands this principle of prime time.  For instance, I like to go soul winning in the late afternoon, evening, or after dark.  Why?  Well, people are out of school, off from work, and sometimes more relaxed.  A lot of times I see groups of people, families, and others outside just talking and relaxing.  I have found this to be a better time for soul winning because you can reach more people in the same amount of time.  Certain times of the year can be more productive, too.  During Christmas time, I went out and told people that we were just talking about Christmas and how much Jesus loves us to give His life for us.  Many people were saved.  Remember, a good fisherman goes fishing at the best times.  The Bible says that we should redeem the time.  The Bible says, “Today is the day of salvation.”  Jesus says, “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest.”

i. Let’s go fishing for Jesus!

     You need a compassion that makes a difference – a compassion for souls that puts you in such torture, in such agony, in such anguish for those who are on the road to Hell that you say to God, "Anything, any cost, any amount, any prayers, any sacrifice, anything. Lord, only give me those souls!"  As one preacher said, “Give me souls, lest I die!”

     There is a classic illustration of the Presbyterian missionary who went to China with his wife and two-year-old boy. He worked like a mule day and night, night and day.  He lasted a little more than ten years. He contracted tuberculosis but kept on working. Finally he had to go to bed. They put him on a stretcher, put him on a ship, and sent him back to America. He was rushed across the country to one of the Carolines to a mountainous place. There he stayed for a little better than two years.

 He was discharged. A little after his discharge, his denomination held its annual convention. He was asked to speak twice, on Thursday to give a report on China and on Friday night to finish the convention by preaching on foreign missions. He stood there before the great crowd on Thursday, told them the story of bleeding China until they swayed with emotion in front of him.

When he had finished, he moved forward. Raising his hands, he cried, "Brethren and sisters, send me back to China! Send me back to China!”

When the service was over, surrounding him they pled, "You can’t go back. We need you here. There is a great church calling you to be its pastor. In awhile, we shall make you foreign missions secretary.  Stay here. Your wife and boy and all of us need you."

"No, I have to go back to China." he responded.

Friday night came. Again he stood before the delegates and preached until they could hardly contain themselves. They sobbed out loud with the anguish of his communicated, burning concern and compassion.

When he got through, trembling with fatigue, he leaned on the side of the pulpit, raised his free hand, and sobbed out, "Men and brethren, send me back to China. If you will not, I am going back anyway."

Once again they crowded around him to plead, "You can't go. We need you.  We have a job for you. What about your wife and boy?”

He pushed them aside and said, "I have got to go!" 

"Why? Why do you have to go?"

Pushing them all aside, he raised his voice until the auditorium echoed the groaning of his aching heart: "I have to go back because I cannot sleep nights for thinking about them!"

When enough of us get compassion like that, we will make a difference.  We need to get a burden for souls.

Charles Spurgeon said, “If God has called you to be a missionary, don’t stoop to be a king.”

There is danger in delay!

There was a man in Birmingham, Alabama. He was not far from the end of his life. There was a strange odor in his room. The sick man told his story to a preacher.

Some weeks before, a small drop of acid had fallen upon his leg while he worked in a Birmingham plant. He had put a little salve on the sore but wasn't concerned about it. When the sore became larger, he went to a doctor and was given an inexpensive medication, but the sore kept on increasing in size. He thought that it would eventually go away.

Perhaps it will heal by some of my home remedies, he thought.

However, it didn't heal. The burn had increased until much of his body was affected.

Only a few days after the preacher had visited this man in the hospi​tal, he conducted his funeral. Oh, my, the danger of delay! How tragic that we keep putting things off!

My friends, we must remember the danger of delay! What we do for God, we must do now. Don't wait another day.  Give your all to God every day.  Do your best to tell others about Jesus.
