(Visual - Real Jesus Banner, Way banner, and whip)
“Jesus Paid It All”
(salvation)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 19, verse number 1. John chapter 19, verse number 1. Let me say this: We’re going to look at a little more Scripture here at the beginning than I normally use at the beginning of a message, but I believe that this really expresses how much God loves you, so listen very carefully. 

The Bible says in John chapter 19, verse number 1, “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands. Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar." (John 19:1-15)

"Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.  And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst." (John 19:16-18)

"And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did." (John 19:19-24)

"Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.” (John 19:25-30) 

My friends, we’ve just read the story about how much Jesus loved us, that He went to the cross to die so we could be set free. I want to speak to you on the subject, “Jesus Paid It All.” Oh, Jesus paid the price to set us free. 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to know how much You love us, and that we’ll make great decisions today. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

The story is told of one of the generals of Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, the king who overthrew the Babylonian empire. One of his generals came home from a campaign and was shocked to find that in his absence, his wife had been arrested and was languishing in prison, charged with treachery against her country. The trial was to be held that very day. The general hastened to the court of Cyrus and the guards brought in his own, beloved wife. His wife looked so poor, and pale, and anxious, and tried to answer the charges brought against her, but to no avail. Her husband standing near heard the stern voice of the Persian ruler pronounce the death sentence. In a moment, as they were about to drag her away to behead her, he ran forth and threw himself down at the feet of the emperor. “Oh, sire!” he cried, “Not she, but me! Let me give my life for hers. Put me to death, but spare my wife.” 

As Cyrus looked upon him, he was so touched by his deep devotion and his love for his wife that his heart was softened. He also remembered how faithful this servant had been, and so he gave command that the wife should go free. She was fully pardoned. 

As her husband led her out of the room, he said to her, “Did you notice the kind look in the eyes of the emperor as he pronounced the word ‘pardoned?’”

She said, “I did not see the face of the emperor. The only face I could see was that man who was willing to die for me.” 

Oh, my friends, he was willing to give his life so that she could be set free. Listen to me. Jesus was not only willing to give His life, but He did give His life so we could be set free. Oh, Jesus died to pay the price to set you free. 
A condemned man sits in his cell, waiting the fateful day of his execution. He hears the clang of the steel door as the warden permits a stranger to enter the cell. “We haven’t time to lose,” says the stranger. “I am the king’s son and I have heard of your plight. My heart goes out in pity for you, for you have a family who need you. I have come to exchange clothes and places with you. You are a free man. I will die in your place.” 
The prisoner, bewildered, almost believing it to be a dream, quickly obeys the commands of the prince. In the attire of the prince, he walks out of the death house a free man, and the prince dies upon the gallows that were built for him. 
This story, perhaps inadequate in many ways, shows in a small way what Christ did when He took our place on the Cross. Jesus died the death that belongs to us. Since the Law says that a penalty for sin can only be exacted once, we through Jesus’ death are free men, reconciled to God. The Bible says, “...for thou {Jesus} wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood...” (Revelation 5:9) 
Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about. (Visual - real Jesus banner and Way banner) My friends, think about how much Jesus loves you that He gave His life to set you free. Think about it. Oh, they spit in Jesus’ face. They put a blindfold over His eyes and hit Him in the face, and said, “Who hit You, Jesus?” They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns on His brow, and blood flowed down His face. 
They took a whip, and they began to rip His back open. (Visual - whip) They beat Jesus, they beat Jesus, and beat Jesus! Then they led Jesus to the place of the skull, Golgotha. They drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. They picked up that old cross, and they let it drop to the ground, and Jesus hung on that Cross, suffering, bleeding, and dying. Why? To forgive us of our sins, to save us from Hell, so that we could go to Heaven. Oh, my friends, Jesus paid the price to set us free so we wouldn’t have to go to Hell, but could go to Heaven someday. 
See, your sin separates you from God, and Jesus was willing to be made sin for us so we could be set free. Oh, Jesus died to forgive us of our sins so we wouldn’t have to go to Hell, but we could go to Heaven someday. Oh, Jesus paid the price to set us free. (“Thank you for your help.”)
Years ago, Nicholas the First was czar of Russia. It was the custom of Nicholas occasionally to put aside his royal garments and dress in the uniform of a lower officer of the army. Then, he would go among his soldiers to find out their condition. 
A young man, the son of an intimate friend of Nicholas, was given a position in a border fortress. This young man fell into bad habits. He gambled away all his wealth. Then he stole money from the army’s fund which was entrusted to him. One day, this young man received word that a government official was coming to examine his records and count the money he had. The young man knew the official would discover his dishonesty. In his room that night, the young man sat down and carefully wrote on a sheet of paper a list of all the money that he owed. He sat looking at it with a very heavy heart. Finally, he wrote under the figures the words, “A great debt, who can pay it?” He was filled with despair. He sat there till past the midnight hour. 
Then he was overpowered with drowsiness and went to sleep. That very night, Czar Nicholas, attired in the dress of a lower officer, entered the fortress. He noticed the dim light burning in the young soldier’s room. He entered. He saw the young soldier asleep at the table with his head in his arms. He then noticed a paper on the table. Looking over the young man’s shoulder, he read the paper. He saw the figures and at the bottom, he read, “A great debt, who can pay it?” 
The czar thought of the young man’s father, his close friend. He thought of the great debt the young man owed. Moved with great pity, he picked up the pen which lay on the table and wrote one word after that question. The word was, “Nicholas.” 
An hour later, the young man suddenly awakened from his sleep. He sprang to his feet. He picked up his revolver, thinking he would end his miserable life. Suddenly, his eyes caught the word, “Nicholas” written on the sheet of paper. He dropped his revolver, saying, “Can it be true?” Suddenly, he realized that Czar Nicholas had been there that night. He knew all about the unpaid debt, and he was willing to pay it all. 
Early the next morning, a messenger from the royal palace arrived. He brought a sack of gold to the young man. In the bag there was exactly enough to pay the great debt. Oh, the king was willing to pay the price to set that person free! 
Oh, my friends, we should never forget that the King of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ, died to pay the penalty for our sins to set us free. God’s Word says, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) Oh, Jesus died to pay the penalty of our sins so we could be forgiven of our sins, saved from Hell, and one day, go to Heaven. 
It’s like you receive a gift, that’s the way you receive Jesus. You say, “Jesus, I receive You into my heart as my Saviour, trusting that You died on the cross to pay the price to set me free so I can go to Heaven. I’m trusting in You to take me to Heaven.” Oh, because of our sins, we deserve to be separated from God forever in a place called Hell, but Jesus loves us, and He died on the cross to set us free from Hell so we can go to Heaven. We receive Jesus like a gift, and say, “Jesus, come into my heart, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven. Oh, Jesus, I trust You to take me to Heaven.” And He’ll save you just like that. The Bible says, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) 
Oh, my friends, when Jesus was on the cross, He cried out, “...It is finished...” (John 19:30) The Greek word is “Tetelastai” meaning “paid in full.” The payment required for sin is death, and when Christ said, “Tetelastai,” He was saying, “The debt was paid in full.” If you believe that, my friend, then Jesus Christ’s righteousness has been credited to your account. We owed a debt we could never pay, and Jesus paid a debt He did not owe. 
All the funds necessary to pay for our total redemption were put up by Jesus Christ on the cross. See, Jesus took my bankruptcy and covered it with His solvency. Jesus didn’t just make a down payment and then expect me to keep up the installments, but Jesus has appeared once and for all at the end of ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Jesus’ empty tomb and His resurrection are indisputable testimony to the fact that the Father accepted His Son’s payment for sin on our behalf, as our substitute. Thus, Tetelastai is not the cry of defeat of a dying man, but a living, life-giving Redeemer. A divine proclamation that the work of redemption had been fully, finally, and forever accomplished. 

Observe how the word “Tetelastai” was commonly used in the ancient world:

1. The word “Tetelastai” dealt with servants. The servant used “Tetelastai” when reporting to the master. “I’ve completed ‘Tetelastai,’ the work assigned to me.” 

In another ancient, secular, Greek text, we read the example of a father sending his son on a mission. The son was not to return until he had performed the last act of the mission. When he did return from a successful mission, he used the word “Tetelastai” to report to his father that he accomplished the goal. Oh, Jesus Christ accomplished the goal! He paid the price to set us free! 

2. Secondly, the word “Tetelastai” also deals with priests. Priests would examine animals for blemishes before they were sacrificed. If the lamb was spotless, perfect, and acceptable, the priest would say, “Tetelastai.” 

Oh, in like manner, Jesus is the perfect Lamb of God, Who alone is without sin. The Bible says, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1 Peter 1:18-19)

3. The third way that “Tetelastai” dealt with was artists. When a painter or sculptor had put the last finishing touches to the vivid landscape or the marble bust,  he would stand back a few feet to admire his masterpiece, and seeing in it nothing that called for correction or improvement, would murmur fondly, “Tetelastai.” “Oh, it’s finished!” Hey, the death of Jesus on the cross finished the picture of redemption, a masterpiece which had been in the Father’s heart from before the foundation of the world. 

4. The word “Tetelastai” also dealt with merchants. In ancient times, when someone had a debt and it was paid off, the creditor would write “Tetelastai” on the certificate of the debt, signifying it was paid in full. 

Oh, on Calvary, the note was paid in full. If Christ had not paid the full penalty, there would still be condemnation left for us, but since Jesus has paid the full penalty that is due to us, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus...” (Romans 8:1a) 

5. The word “Tetelastai” dealt with prisoners. When a Roman citizen was convicted of a crime, he was thrown into prison. A certificate of debt, listing all his crimes, was nailed to his cell door so that anyone passing by could know his crimes and the penalty assessed. When the prisoner had served his sentence and was released from bondage, the indictment was taken down from the door, and the judge who had put him in prison would sign the indictment and write across it the word, “Tetelastai.” The free prisoner was then given this document and if questioned as to why he was out of jail, he could point to the document on which the judge had written “Tetelastai.” Therefore  he could rest in safety and security because the word “Tetelastai” guaranteed his deliverance and his liberty. 

When Jesus cried “Tetelastai” on the cross, He was saying that anyone who places his trust in His sacrificial death on their behalf, receives, in essence, a certificate of debt with the inscription of “Tetelastai,” indicating all the crimes past, present, and future against God have been paid in full. 

The great song goes: 
Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,

But Jesus washed it white as snow.
Oh, we have a Saviour Who has done all, paid all, accomplished all, and performed all that is necessary for our salvation. Oh, when Jesus was on the cross, and He cried out “Tetelastai,” He was saying, “It is finished!” “Hey, I paid the price in full to set you free!”

My friends, there’s no way you could earn your way to get to Heaven. It’s already been done for you. Jesus cried out, “Tetelastai!”, which means, “It’s finished! It’s paid in full! I paid the price so you don’t have to go to Hell and you can go to Heaven! Just believe it!” Therefore, trust, and rely, and depend upon Jesus alone to take you to Heaven! Oh, “...believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) 

Listen to me very carefully. There is a famous story about how a young man went before the judge, and he had committed a crime. Oh, he had done something wrong. He stood before the judge, and he was guilty, so the judge sentenced the boy to pay such and such a fine. The boy, however, had no money and had no way himself to pay it and would have gone to jail. 

The story goes that the judge stood up from where he was, walked down to where they pay fines, and he paid the price to set that boy free. Everybody was wondering, “What’s going on here? Why did the judge do this?” The story was known later that the judge was that boy’s father, and as a just judge, because of the crimes of the boy, he had to sentence him to pay the fine. But he loved the boy so much that he went and paid the fine or the price to set him free. 

Oh, my friends, it’s the same way with God. We’ve offended God; we’ve done wrong, and because of that, there’s a price for that. “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23a) So we deserve to be separated from God forever in a place called Hell, but Jesus said, “Hey! I’ll pay the price!” So Jesus came down from Heaven, and He went to a cross, and He died on the cross to forgive you of your sin, save you from Hell, so that you could go to Heaven. And Jesus cried out on the cross, “It is finished! Tetelastai! I paid the price to set you free, and all you have to do is trust in that so you can go to Heaven!"

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
