(Visual - Ax, hammer, shovel, trowel or something like that, and sword )
"We've Got a Job to Do!"
(soul winning)

Well, it's sure great to be here, and I want to help you, so open your Bibles to Nehemiah chapter 4, verse 6. Nehemiah chapter 4, verse 6. The Bible says in Nehemiah 4:6, "So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work. But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of them. And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall. And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you.  Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the people after their families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses. And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work. And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other half of them held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah. They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another. In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us. So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared." (Nehemiah 4:6-21)

My friends, we learn a great lesson here from these folks who were saying, "We've got a job to do for the Lord, no matter what comes against us!" I want to speak to you on the great subject of, "We've Got a Job to Do!'

Let's pray. Lord, help us to get the job done that Jesus might be glorified. In Jesus name, Amen.
Years ago in a small midwestern town, one man's job was to watch the railroad crossing. When a train would approach at night, he was to wave a lantern to warn those driving on the narrow road that a train was apporaching and to stop until it passed by.

One particular night, the train was coming down the tracks as usual, and the man took his place to warn any oncoming cars. He could see a car in the distance approaching the railroad tracks, so he began to wave his lantern in the moonlight sky.  The car continued to come at full speed.  Finally the man jumped out of the way as the car sped by and was hit by the train on the tracks. Everyone in that car was killed. 

At the investigation, the grief-stricken man explained to the authorities how he tried to warn the oncoming vehicle, but it would not stop. The officer in charge said to the man, "Sir, you waved your lantern - but you forgot to light it." Oh, how sad that this man forgot to light the lantern to warn the people.   
My friends, in the same way, sometimes we get so busy doing so many things that we don’t let the light of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ shine through us. We forget that our job is to take the good news of the Gospel of Christ to everyone we can. Oh, it doesn't matter who you are or what occupation you have or what you do - we should all be busy in God's business of telling others about Christ. Jesus said, "I must be about my father's business."  (Luke 2:49, last part) Our business is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ in everything we say and do.
Old Uncle Bud Robinson was a great preacher whom God used to reach many souls for Christ. He said, “Many years ago, some friends took me with them to New York City. They showed me the skyscrapers, the ships going out and coming in from Europe, the subway, and other interesting sights.” That evening, Uncle Bud prayed, “Lord, I thank you that I got to see this big city today, and saw so many interesting places, but Lord, the thing for which I want to thank you most of all is I didn’t see anything I wanted.”

Oh, my heart's desire is not for the things of the world, but to reach precious souls for Christ. Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15) Now, if we are following Jesus, then we're going to reach souls with the gospel. Oh, my friends, we've got a job to do.

Let’s get busy in God’s business of soul winning, in reaching men, women, boys, and girls with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ in everything we do. The Bible says, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." (I Corinthians 10:31) We’ve got to get busy in God’s business of reading the Bible so we can be effective followers of Jesus. Oh, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” (Psalms 119:11) The Bible says, “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.” (Psalms 119:9) Oh, my friends, we need the Word of God for the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword. 

Joshua was told to lead millions of people after Moses, the great man of God, went to Heaven. This is what God told him to do to be successful: “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) If we want to be successful, we’ve got to get into the Word of God because the Word of God is what gives us the victory. 
If we’re going to get busy in God’s business, we’ve got to get back to praying. God says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3) The Bible says to pray without ceasing! “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” (Luke 11:9) Oh, I believe this: Nothing of eternal significance happens apart from prayer. Let’s get busy in praying that God will send laborers all over the world to reach people for Christ. Let’s pray for people to be saved! Oh, God is “...not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) The Bible says, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) Oh, God hears and answers prayer! Prayer can do anything that God can do because God answers. Let’s pray and ask God to help us to reach this world for Christ. 

Let’s ask God to give us His power to reach this world for Christ. Let’s ask God to give us His love so we can reach this world for Christ. Let’s ask God to give us His wisdom so we can know how to reach this world for Christ. Oh, let’s ask God for His power, love, and wisdom to reach others for Christ. Let’s get busy in God’s business because God’s business is the greatest business in the world. Oh, we've got a job to get done.

A returning missionary home on furlough was asked, “Do you expect to return to India again?” 

In the natural, the man responded, “I can only dislike India. Its dirt, filth, heat, its fevers, and dreadful diseases, the perpetual fight with mosquitoes, snakes, and its bathrooms, its scorpions in our shoes, its poverty, pervasions, and hardships, its demon-possessed priests, and its sin, degradation, and shame, its anxieties, and discouragements are things we can never like, and yet, while I do not wish to seem ungrateful to those who have been so kind to me on my return, I must confess I’m not happy here. It’s not my friends fault, but there’s the voice of God that’s calling, calling day and night, calling me back to India. I can only be happy in the center of God’s will for me, and that place, I feel for sure, is in the hot, dusty India, telling the simple old story of God’s love to a multitude of people whose souls I love with all my being.” My friends, we've got a job to do to take the gospel to the whole world!

Oh, “Is it safe to work among the lepers?” was asked of a great missionary of India whose missionary service has been so blessed to the outcasts whom Christ asked us to specially remember and help. 

“Yes,” was the answer. “It’s safer to work among lepers if it’s my job than to work anywhere else. A place of safety outside God’s will is too risky a place for any child of God to contemplate.” My friends, there’s nothing like living for Jesus.  Oh, for me to live is Christ.

A young man had a class of boys in a Sunday school. Little fellows they were, and their new teacher’s kindness and tact won them to him completely. After a while, this young teacher became discouraged with his efforts among them, and he decided to leave. He went down early to the Sunday school, and overheard a conversation between two of the boys. One announced that he wasn’t coming anymore. He said, “The teacher’s going to quit, and if he’s going to quit, I’m going to quit too!” 

The other boy said, “That’s not true! He doesn’t quit! Our teacher doesn’t quit! See, I was the first boy in his class, and one Sunday, he told us kids that God sent him to teach us, and he said that God was his boss, and he had to do what God told him to do. He said he’s God’s man, and he doesn’t quit on God.”

Oh, the young teacher didn’t quit. He kept serving Jesus!

My friends, “...let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9) Let’s always be “...stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Oh, we’ve got a job to do and we need God's power to do it. The Bible says, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."  (Is. 40:31) The Bible also says, For with God nothing shall be impossible. Oh, my friends, we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us.
I'm reminded of Joshua and the children of Israel as they were marching around the high walls. Then on the seventh day they marched around six times, and when they marched around the seventh time, they blew the trumpets, and God kicked the walls down!  Oh, they had the victory that day through God!  The Bible says "Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies."
I’m reminded of the three Hebrew children who were told to bow before the golden image. They said, “Hey! We’re not going to bow! We’re not going to bend! We’re not going to budge! We serve the Lord, and we’ll live for Him the rest of our days.”

They said, “We’re going to throw you in the fiery furnace then.” Then they threw them in that fiery furnace and then the ‘ole king got up and looked inside. He said, “Wait a minute! They’re not dead! I see Shadrach. I see Meshach and Abednego, and they’re walking in the fire, but wait a minute! I see somebody else with them, one like the Son of God.” It was Jesus Christ!  Jesus was right there in the midst of the fire with them!

Oh, maybe you’re in the midst of the fire right now, but I tell you, you’re not alone. Jesus Christ is right there with you! Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you. And those three Hebrew children walked out of the fire because they had the victory through Christ! Oh, through Christ we have the victory.

They tried to tell Daniel not to pray to the Lord. Nobody was to pray to the Lord. Daniel just said, “I’ve got to pray! I’ve got to have the Lord on my life! I've got a job to do!” So he opened the window, and prayed as he did before. Word got around to the king, and the king ended up throwing Daniel into the lions’ den according. But then the king got up that morning and ran in, “Daniel! Daniel! Is your God able to deliver you?” And Daniel was in the lions’ den, and used Leo the lion for a pillow that night. “Whew! Yes, my God is able to deliver me!” Oh, no matter what enemy, no matter what lion’s against us, through God, through God, through God we shall have the victory! 

I’m thinking of the disciples of Christ, they were fishermen and all kinds of others things, but God used them to make a difference in this whole world, and Christ is known and preached everywhere because of their impact. They said, "We've got a job to do!" and they did it through the Lord! Oh, through Christ we can have the victory! Oh, my friends, we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. 

 I’m reminded of how Moses led that great group out to the Red Sea. Then the enemy started to chase after them. So here they are with the big Red Sea in front of them, and the Egyptian army is coming out after them. They were saying, “Moses! Why did you bring us here? We’re going to die here!” 

Then Moses said, “Oh, be quiet! You’re about ready to see God move!” And Moses lifted up his hand with that rod in it, and the waters parted, and the children of Israel walked over on dry land. The enemy was so enraged at them that they went charging after them. Then Moses lifted up his hand and the waters came down upon the enemy! 

Oh, my friends, right now maybe you’re facing a Red Sea and you don’t see a way to part it. I say unto you: your God is able! Moses did it through God! He didn’t do it in his own strength! Oh, through God you have the victory. Maybe that enemy’s chasing you right now, but they’ll be drowned in the sea. “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalms 60:12) 

I think of David out there as he was fighting with that huge giant. And he got down there, “W-a-a-a-a-a-a-a!!!”  So David took that shepherd’s sling, and drew back, and let that stone go. And something went into that giant’s head that never went there before, and he fell over dead! David ran over, took that sword, and cut that stinkin’ giant’s head off! Oh, listen to me, David had the victory through God! Through God! Through God!

The Bible says, “...greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) God says, “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:9)  Oh, we are more than overcomers through the Lord Jesus Christ who loves us and gave his life for us. Oh, my friends, we got a job to do to take the gospel of Christ to the whole world.
There was a shepherd who counted his sheep and noticed that there were three missing. The snow was falling fast, and he knew that those missing would soon perish unless they were found. He called his dog and held up one finger and said, "Go!" Into the storm she went and finally returned with a lamb.

He held up his finger again and said, "Go!" So, she went back again into the storm in search of the missing sheep. Later she returned with another sheep. Then he sent the dog forth again for the third time, saying, “Go!” Now when the dog returned with the other sheep, he noticed blood on the snow and on her side. But he put the sheep away and went to sleep.

The next morning he called the dog and she failed to come. Looking in the shed, he found that she had died. She had battled with wolves in the night as she searched for the lost sheep that her master had sent her out to find.

Oh, Jesus Christ has sent us forth in search of the "lost sheep." Shall a dog be more faithful to her master than we are to ours? Are we willing to go out into the world and brave dangers and criticisms to be loyal and true to our Master? Will we be faithful unto death? Oh, my friends, we've got a job to do for Jesus, so let’s do it.
A Supreme Court Judge, whose wife had recently died, attended a little church where his wife was a member for years. The pastor spoke on, "Not the Non-churchgoer, but the Non-going church." Coming to the front, the judge said, "You're on the right track, sir, go ahead. See, my wife passed away last year. The home has been a very lonesome place for me. The other night, as I was standing on the back porch and looking down into the valley, I saw the light of the little church where my wife was converted and where we were married. I called the chauffeur, told him to get the car, and take me down to the prayer meeting. 
At the conclusion of the service, the pastor asked me if I had something to say. I did. I said to them, "You know me, but you knew my wife better. But no one has ever asked me personally to become a Christian. I have decided to wait no longer. I am here to ask you to pray for me. I want Christ as my Saviour."
Oh, my friends, are we as God’s people guilty of not telling others about Jesus? If you study the book of Acts, you are going to notice that the Lord was adding to the church every day. That means that God’s people were soul winning every day. They were doing something every day to reach others for Christ. The Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) Hey, they were doing something all the time to give the gospel to others. Oh, my friends are we doing all we can to give the gospel to others.
The Evangelist D.L. Moody worked tirelessly to reach others for Christ. One time he had fallen asleep, only to be aroused in the middle of the night and informed that a man in one of the wards was calling out for him.

Moody said, "I went to him and he wanted me to help him die." I said, "I would take you right up in my arms and carry you into the Kingdom of God, if I could; but I cannot do it. I cannot help you die!"

And he said, "Who can?"

I said, "The Lord Jesus Christ can - He came for that purpose."

The man shook his head, and said, "He cannot save me. I have sinned all my life."

I said, "But Jesus came to save sinners."  Then I said I wanted to read him a conversation that Christ had with a man who was anxious about his soul. I turned to the third chapter of John. His eyes were riveted on me, and when I came to the 14th and 15th verses, he caught up with the words, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life." 

He said stop and read it again, and I did so. He leaned his elbows on the cot and clasping his hands together, said, "That's good. Won't you read it again?" I read it the third time, and then went on with the rest of the chapter. When I had finished, his eyes were closed, his hands were folded, and there was a smile on his face. Oh, his face was lit up with joy! What a change had come over him! He lingered a few hours, rejoicing in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and then went up in one of Christ's chariots to take his seat in the kingdom of God."

Oh, my friends, there are precious souls that need Jesus. Therefore we've got a job to do, and that is to take the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to whole world - to every creature. So let's do it!

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
