(Visual – handcuffs or rope)

“Do You Hear the Cry?”
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Luke chapter 18 and verse number 35. Luke chapter 18 and verse number 35. When you’ve found your place in the Word of God, would you please stand for the reading of God's Word?
The Bible says in Luke chapter 18 and verse number 35 through 43: “And it came to pass, that as he (Jesus) was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging: And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant. And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him, Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee. And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.”  (Luke 18:35-43)
Now I want you to notice that this certain blind man was crying out for help. “Help! Help!” and Jesus heard his cry. I want to speak to you on the subject today, “Do You Hear the Cry?” “Do You Hear the Cry?" 
Let's have a word of prayer. “Oh, Lord, there is a cry going out all over the world today, crying out for help. They need you, Lord. They may not understand it completely, but they are crying out from their hearts and through their actions and the things that they are doing. They are basically saying, ‘Somebody love me. Somebody care for me. Somebody help me.’ And, Lord, there is a cry out there. Help us to reach out to other people. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” You may be seated.

Now, here is an interesting story how one day there was a blind man who was just begging for help and begging for people to give him some alms or to take care of him. And he was by the wayside begging. All of a sudden, he heard the rustling of the crowd that day and he said, "Wait a minute. There is something strange going on here. I may be blind, but I can tell that there is something happening here." And he said, "Hey, what is going on here?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth is coming by."

Now he said, "I have heard of this Jesus. He is the One that raises the dead. He is the One hat causes the blind to see. He is the One that does miracles. He is the Saviour. He is the God Almighty. Oh, if I can get to this Jesus, He can set me free." So he cries out and he says, "Oh, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me." And the folks said, "Be quiet! Be quiet! Don't bother the Master. Don't bother the Teacher."  And he said, "Wait a minute. Nobody is going to keep me away from my Jesus. Nobody is going to stop me from crying out to Jesus Christ." And he cries out the more, "Oh Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!" And I love what the Bible says. It says Jesus stood still. He said, "Somebody is calling My name."
Listen to me. When you call out to Jesus Christ, He hears you, and He listens, and He is saying, “Somebody is calling My name.” Jesus is ready to help you, my friend, if you will just call out to Him today. Hey, Jesus heard the cry, but do we hear the cries of others? Jesus went over to where that man was, and He healed that blind man because Jesus heard his cry. Oh, my friends; do we hear the cries of other people? Oh, there are people crying out “Help! Help!” and we have the answer. We have Jesus Christ in our hearts and in our lives and we have the greatest news of all – the Gospel – the death, burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Hey, let’s give it to folks! Amen. 
I think of a mom, when she goes to a park with her friends and other ladies and their children are playing, all of a sudden her child cries out. Then what happens? The mama turns around. Why? Because she recognizes the cry of her own child. Listen to me. Mothers are very interesting. They can tell a lot of times when a child is crying out for food. They can also distinguish that sometimes the child is crying out because he needs his diaper changed. Or, they can also tell when it is a cry for help. Oh, mothers are very interesting because they hear the cries of their children. 
Oh, listen to me. God hears the cries of other people, and He wants us to do something to reach them. Do we hear the cry of others? Oh, do you hear the cry of other people around the world who are crying out, “Help! Help!” And they need Jesus Christ, and we need to go and reach them for Christ. Oh, do you hear the cry of others?
I'm reminded of a Greek woman in the Bible who had a daughter who was demon-possessed. And she went to Jesus one day and she said, "Jesus please heal my daughter." Jesus said, "It is not fit to take the children’s meet and give it to the dogs." Now, in my opinion, I think that Jesus was kind of testing this situation and wanted to show the disciples what great faith she had. But the woman didn't go around angry or mad but she said, "You know, that is true, Jesus, but even the dogs eat the crumbs from the children’s table."  Then Jesus said, "I have not seen such great faith in Israel." So Jesus said, "Hey, your daughter is set free." And her daughter was set free because Jesus heard the cry of that Greek woman who was crying out for her daughter saying, "Help! Help! Help!" Oh, Jesus heard the cry. A question – Do we hear the cries of others? 
I'm reminded of the lad Ishmael in the Bible. Many of us are familiar with the story of Abraham and Sarah, how God promised them that He was going to give them a child and bless the whole world through Abraham’s descendants. But, you know, Sarah decided one day that she was going to get involved and try to help out God a little bit. So she told her husband, “You need to have relations with Hagar and you can have a child and that child will be the promised child.” Now that is a big mistake when you try to get ahead of God. Ladies, listen to me very carefully; don't you try to force your husbands. You let God lead them. And folks in general, we all need to take heed to that. Let's obey God, let's not try to do it ourselves. We need God's intervention. 

Well, Hagar ended up having a child, but you know, later God visited Sarah and Abraham and they conceived and they had a child named Isaac. But Hagar was really mocking and making fun of Sarah and the child Isaac. So Sarah said to Abraham, "Cast this bond woman out! Get her out of here now!" Now Abraham was very grieved.  He said, "Now, this is my child Ishmael, and I just don't want to see him go away." But the Lord spoke to him and said that "it is okay. You go ahead and let them go because I am going to bless Ishmael. I'll take care of him. Don’t you worry about that." 
Well, they gave a bottle of water and made some bread and stuff like that, and Hagar and Ishmael took off and left. Well, it came to past that the bottle of water ran out, and Hagar realized that they were going to die, and she laid her child under a shrub, and she went a little ways away, and was crying out. But an interesting thing happened. The child was crying out, and the Lord heard the cry of the child. God said, "Hagar, Hagar, I heard the voice of the lad. I have heard the voice of the child, and there is a well of water over there. I will take care of you, and I am going to bless this boy." But you know what? God heard the cry of Ishmael because God is concerned about people. Oh, my friends, do we hear the cry of others? 
I'm reminded of that unjust judge in the Bible who didn't fear God, and he didn't fear man. He didn't care about anybody. But there was a lady that kept coming to him day after day after day saying, "Avenge me of my adversary, avenge me of my adversary, avenge me of my adversary." And the unjust judge said, "I don't care about God. I don't care about anybody, but this woman is wearing me out. I am going to give her what she wants so that she will get out of here." Hey, he heard her cries because she was crying out to him. Oh, I believe our Heavenly Father hears our cries when we cry out to Him day and night. Listen to me. God hears the cries of others. Oh, but do we hear the cries of others? Do we hear the cries of other people that are dying and going to Hell? Do we really care? 
I am reminded of the 10 lepers in the Bible. One day they saw Jesus and they cried out to Jesus and they said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." And Jesus said unto them, "Go show thyselves unto the priest." And as they were leaving, they were healed. Listen to me; Jesus heard the cries of these leprous people. Leprosy is something that eats away at the body. It starts out at the extremities of the body and eats away and can kill you and can take your life. But when these 10 lepers cried out, Jesus heard their cry and he healed them. Listen to me. Do we hear the cries of others?

I'm reminded of the children of Israel who were in bondage for hundreds of years crying out, "God help us, help us, help us." And God heard their cry and sent Moses into the land of Egypt to tell the wicked Pharaoh to let God's people go. You know the story of what happened. God delivered the children of Israel out of the land of bondage because God heard their cries. However, do we hear the cries of others? 
Let me give you three reasons why you don't hear the cries of others.

1. Because of your busyness. Oh, many of you are just too busy in this life. You don't have time for Jesus. You don't have time to help somebody else. You are like those two men in the parable of the Good Samaritan, the priest and the Levite, the religious people, who walked by on the other side when they saw the need because they didn't have time. Some of you are just too busy doing things that you don't have time to tell someone about Christ. Listen to me; if you don't have time to tell someone about Christ, then you are just too busy. You are just too busy. You are like that old rich man. He said, “Man, I am building this barn and I have all these goods.” And he said one day, “And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  (Luke 12:19-21) 
Listen to me. We need to get our priorities straight. You are busy about many things, but you are not busy for God. The Bible says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  (Matthew 6:33)  Oh, we need to put God first in our lives. The Bible says, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”  (Revelation 3:17)  Hey, listen to me. You don't realize how awful you are. You think you are okay, but in the sight of God you are not right, my friends. Let's get right with Almighty God. Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)  Oh, if you are busy about many things and you are not busy for Christ, oh, that is a shame. The Bible says, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:39) When you lose your life in the cause of Christ and to hear the cries of other people and tell them about Christ, Wow! That is the greatest thing in the world. 
Oh, many of you are like the disciples in the storm that day. The storm was coming across and the waves were crashing against the boat. It was cloudy, and the thunder was crashing, and the lighting was striking around them, and they thought, "Oh, we are going to die! We are going to die! Jesus, help us!" And Jesus heard their cries and He stood up and rebuked that storm.  Oh, many of you are like that today. You are letting the storms of life just overcome you, and you are just thinking about them all the time. You need to cry out and say, "Jesus, help me. Help me." And Jesus can set you free. Listen to me. Jesus is greater than any storms of life. There are people who are going through tough times out there. They are going through hard times out there. Oh, there are people who are broken hearted and we can go and say," Jesus can set you free." 
Let me give you another reason why you don't hear the cries of others. 

2. Because of your burdens. Many of you have many burdens on your heart right now. You remind me of that lame beggar in the book of Acts who lay at the gate of the temple.  And he would cry out for help. And he was lame from his mother’s womb, and he begged for alms and he begged for help. And one day Peter and John were walking by there. Peter noticed the man’s condition as he was reaching out saying, "Help me, help me." And Peter said, "Silver and gold we have none but in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." Listen to me; that is what Jesus is saying. Many of you are burdened down today, and Jesus says, “Rise up above your tragedies! Rise up above your problems! Rise up and do great and mighty things! Hey, I want to set you free.” Oh, the Bible says, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”   (I Peter 5:7)  Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:28) Oh, Jesus Christ wants to set you free today. 
Why don't you hear the cries of others? 

1. Because of your busyness. 

2. Because of your burdens.

3. Because of your bondage. Because of your bondage. 

Let me illustrate this to you. Could you come up here, sir? I want you to notice right now that he is in bondage. He is in bondage to these things. And many of you are like a tiger in a cage. Have you ever seen a tiger will go back and forth, back and forth? He wants to get free. He wants to get out of there. Many of you are in a prison without walls. You are bound up and you are going back and forth and you want freedom and you want to get out. Listen to me. There is one Person who can set you free, and that Person is Jesus Christ. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  (John 8:36) Watch this.  Now he is free, right? Listen to me; I had the ability to set him free with these right here. Hey, there is Somebody greater than I that can set us free from no matter what we are going through. The Bible says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:32)  The Bible says, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  (John 8:36)  Oh, Jesus Christ wants to set you free today. Why don't you come and say, "Jesus, I can't handle these burdens. I can't handle these heartaches. I give them unto you. Lord, help me today." I guarantee the Lord will help you. You need to give your burdens to Jesus. You need to give your bondage to Jesus. Jesus can set you free. 
Oh, do you hear the cries of other people? I'm reminded of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man had it made. He had all the money you can imagine. He had a nice home, nice clothes, and all these different things. And there was a man named Lazarus, a poor man, a man who would beg for help and was full of sores, and he would cry out for help. But you know what? Lazarus put his faith in the Lord, but the rich man never put his faith in the Lord. And one day they both died and the rich man went into the pits of Hell but Lazarus into Abraham’s bosom to a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain. We are looking forward to going to a place called Heaven. Now, here is this rich man in the pits of Hell and he cries out and says, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame." And Abraham says, "Well, in your lifetime you received good things and Lazarus received bad things but he trusted in the Lord and you didn't and now you will have to suffer for all eternity." He said, "Wait a minute, go tell my brothers not to come to this place." 
Listen to me. There are cries from hell saying, “Go tell my mom not to come to this place. Go tell my dad not to come to this place. Go tell my children… Oh, go tell others not to come to this place.” Oh, do we hear the cry of other people, my friend? 
I think of Cornelius who was crying out. Cornelius was crying out to God and giving alms and saying, "God, I need to know the truth." And God sent Peter by one day and preached the Gospel to Cornelius and his family, and they got saved. Amen. Listen to me. Missionaries have given testimonies of how they went to certain areas and the people said, “We have been praying for a long, long time to know the truth. Weve prayed, ‘God, help us to know the truth,’ and God sent you here and now we know Jesus Christ is the Way and the Truth and the Life. Now we know the way to Heaven. Now we know about Jesus."

Oh, there are people out there that want to know Jesus Christ as their Saviour. I think of the Macedonian call, how Paul saw in a vision at night the Macedonian man saying, “Come and help us.” Listen to me. There are people all around the world saying “Help! Help!” Oh, they are trying all kinds of things. They are trying religion to fill the void in their life, but religion can't fill that void. Oh, they are trying drugs to fill the void in their life, but drugs cannot fill that void. Oh, they are trying alcohol to fill that void in their life, but alcohol will not fill that void. Oh, they are trying money and fame and fortune, but that won't fill the void in their lives. Oh, they are trying all these different things and people end up in prison because they feel like nobody loves them and nobody cares about them. Oh, they want peace. They want hope. They want joy. Oh, they want love. And, listen to me. There is one Person that can give that to them, and that Person is Jesus Christ. Oh, there are people that are void inside. They are empty inside. They are broken, my friend, and they need attention, and they need help. They are crying out “Help! Help!” Hey, we need to go and tell them that that they need Jesus Christ. Oh, they are crying out for help. They are trying everything in the world, but there is only one Person that can fill the void in their lives, and that Person is Jesus Christ. Oh, do we hear the cries of others? Let’s do all we can to reach others for Christ. Somebody needs Jesus out there. There is a world crying out, “Help! Help!” and we need to go and tell them about Christ. Oh, do you hear the cry? A question – Will you go and tell others about Jesus Christ? 
Every head bowed, every eye closed

