What Will Be Your Choice?
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so I'm going to ask that you get your Bibles open with me to Luke chapter 15 and verse number 11. Luke chapter 15 and verse number 11. 
Before we get started, let me say this: God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. Hey, I said, God has a plan for your life. God wants to use you to do great and mighty things that you could never imagine or dream possible. But you and I have a choice in the matter. And I ask you: What will be your choice today? What will you choose? 
Let me say this: your circumstances in life will lead you to choices that will result in either good or bad consequences. Did you hear that? Your circumstances or your situations in life will lead you to choices that will result in either good or bad consequences. In other words, choose wisely. Each and every one of us needs to choose wisely. What will be your choice? 
Listen to what the Bible says in Luke chapter 15 and verse number 11, and Jesus speaking here. “And he (Jesus) said a certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.  And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.  And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father; I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.”  
Now, this particular prodigal son had some circumstances in life, some situations in his life which led him to some choices that resulted in some bad consequences. But later he made a decision that resulted in good consequences. Therefore we all are given circumstances in life that lead us to choices that result in good or bad consequences. Therefore we must choose wisely. I am begging you today, choose wisely. 
Let's have a word of prayer. “Dear Lord Jesus, many people have many choices to make. They are facing many challenges right now. They are facing many circumstances. And, Lord, help them to choose wisely so that they can have good results and good consequences. I don't want to see anybody reap bad consequences because they made the bad choice. Oh, Lord, help us to choose very carefully so that we can have good consequences. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
Now, we are all given a free will to choose. The prodigal son made some choices, and it ended up costing him.  He experienced very tragic events in his life because he chose badly. But later he chose good and had good consequences. So, I beg of you, don't choose things that can ruin your lives. Choose the good path. What are your circumstances? What is your situation? What is happening in your life? What is going on? I don't know what it is; I don't know what problems you are encountering. I don't know what challenges you are facing. I don't know what bondage you are in. 
Some of you are in bondage to fear. You are afraid of what other people think. You are afraid of the future. You are afraid of what is going to happen and now you have to make choices and you have to be very careful in the choices you make. Some of you are in the bondage of emptiness. You are empty inside. Each and every person has a void in his life, and he can try to fill it with drugs, alcohol, sex, and you name it, but nothing can fill that void except Jesus Christ. Your greatest choice in life is to choose Christ.  Jesus Christ is the only One Who can truly fill the void in your life.
Hey, are you lonely? Are you lonely inside and you want a friend? You want somebody who cares about you. You want somebody to help you. Some of you are in bondage to guilt of your past. You have done something and nobody else knows about it but you live with it and it eats you and it haunts you and you don't know what to do. Some of you have no security, no assurance. You feel like nobody loves you, nobody cares about you. You cry out at night, help, help. You are crying out for help and you are living with pain. Hey, I don't know what pain and agony you are in. I don't know what you are going through. 
I know when I was growing up my parents were fussing and fighting and they got divorced when I was fifteen and I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me. And I felt like, Why was this happening to me? But I cried out to God and He helped me, and Jesus Christ changed my life. I chose Jesus. One day I said, “Jesus, come into my heart. Save me from hell, and take me to heaven someday. I choose you, Lord Jesus,” and that was the greatest decision of my life. 
I beg of you today – choose Jesus. Choose Jesus. Choose Jesus. Run to Jesus. Accept Jesus. You need Jesus Christ. You are void and you are empty inside and you have tried everything else in the world and it is leaving you empty. You need Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only One that can give you peace. Jesus is the only One that can give you hope. Jesus is the only One that can give you joy. Jesus is the only One that can give you real contentment in life. You need Jesus Christ. Oh, what will be your choice? What is your choice in life? This particular young man said, “I am going to choose my own way,” and it ended up in destruction in his life. Listen to me. I beg of you – choose carefully. 
I want to share with you three things that can destroy your life from this particular story, from this prodigal son’s life. Number one, I want you to notice the wish. He was selfish. He said “Give me, give me, give me. Father, give me my inheritance. Give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.” He said, “I just want to have it my way.” We live in a world today where people desire their own way. I want more and more of what I want. The boy said, “I want to take a journey. I want to get out of here. I want adventure in life.” Many young people are like that. You want to journey and you want adventure. You just want to get away and go to a far country and just get away from everything and start over. But you will find out that those problems that you are dealing with now will be there as well. You are going to run into bigger problems too because you are looking for something, and the only person that can give you true contentment in life is Jesus Christ. You need Christ. 
By the way, just being rich doesn't make you happy. The richest man in the world was once asked, “How much more money would it take for you to be happy?” And he said, “Just a little more. Just a little more.” Listen to me; fame and fortune do not bring true happiness. Hey, the most famous people in the world who have all kinds of money and everybody loves them, they end up committing suicide. They end up having drug overdoses. Why? Because they are empty inside. They are lonely. They are guilty and they have no security, they have no assurance. They have no real true happiness and love. Listen to me; if you know Jesus Christ, that is where true happiness is. That is where there is true contentment. Hey, you need Jesus Christ. Oh, what will be your choice?  Will you choose Jesus Christ today? That is the greatest decision you can make in your life is to say, “Jesus, come into my heart and save me and take me to heaven someday,” and Jesus will answer that prayer and come into your heart and live forever and ever. The Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  (Romans 10:13)  I am sure glad that I asked Jesus to come into my heart and take me to heaven. 
Hey, Bill Gates, one of the richest men in the world, the owner of Microsoft, in an interview someone asked him, “How do you like being the richest man in the world?” His response was, “I wish it were not so. I'm miserable. I don't know who my true friends are.” Did you hear his response? “I'm miserable. I wish it were not so. I don't know who my true friends are.” Listen to me; riches and fame and fortune don't bring happiness. There is only one Person that can bring true contentment, and that is Jesus Christ. Oh, you may try all kinds of things, but you are going to find out that you are still empty. The Bible says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  (Proverbs 16:25) Hey, “There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes and yet is not washed from their filthiness.”  (Proverbs 30:12) Oh, you need Christ. Nothing else is going to fill the void in your life. Only Jesus can help you. 
Listen to me; I want you to notice that there was a waste in the boy’s life. He spent all that he had. He wasted it. Many of you are wasting your life, trying to fill the void n your life with what have you, and you are going to find out that it is going to leave you empty in the end. Hey, Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:39) There is nothing better than living for the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Hey, Jesus said, For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)   Listen to me, my friends; we are only down here for a little while then there is all eternity. What really matters in life? Hey you are only here for 70, 80, 90 years or whatever, and then there is eternity. So, the greatest decision you can make is to accept Christ in your heart. Oh, why don't you make the great choice in your life of receiving Christ? 
There were two men that were in Bible College and the one man said, “I want to serve God with my life.” The other man said, “I'm going to make money and riches and fame, and I'm going to be famous.” Many years later, they happened to meet each other and they were talking to one another. The first man said, “Wow, you got that beautiful house and you got a beautiful car. You got a model of a lady for a wife.” And he said, “Wow, you must have it made.” The other man said, “I don't have it made. Oh, I wish these things weren't so. My wife is about ready to divorce me. Things are going terrible for me. I'm about ready to lose it all. Oh, I wish I would have made your decision. I wish I would have lived for Jesus.” Hey there is nothing better than living for Christ. Why don't you say, “I'll live for Jesus.”? What a great choice that would be today. 
I want you to notice the waste of the riotous living of the prodigal son. He lived his life with harlots. The party life, if you will. Whoo Hoo let’s have fun, let’s have the drugs, let’s have the alcohol. But you know what? Elvis Presley was a rich man, and the women adored him and loved him and cared for him. And men wanted to be like Elvis. But you know what happened to him? How did Elvis die? He died of a drug overdose because he was trying everything else to fill the void in his life except for the Lord. Only Christ can fill the void in your life. 
Listen to me. Things got worse for the boy.  There was a famine that came in the land. What are you going to do when things get worse? What are you going to do when things get bad, worse than they are right now? What are you going to do when the bottom drops out? What are you going to do when everything comes against you? What are you going to do if you get a disease? What are you going to do if death comes? What are you going to do when a divorce happens? What are you going to do when you lose your job? What are you going to do when you get sick? What are you going to do when you lose it all and everything comes against you or there is some accident? What are you going to do when the bottom drops out? Oh, my friends, don't wait until that moment. Right now make the greatest decision of your life and say, “I want Jesus, and I want to live for Jesus Christ.” There is nothing better than knowing Jesus. 
But, I also want you to notice, there was a want in the boy’s life. He wasted his money on the harlots and the party life, but then he began to be in want. He was desperate. Oh, he was willing to go to the pig pen and eat pig slop.  
Oh my friends, I wonder if some bums who were doctors in Chicago realized that sin would take them farther than they wanted to go. It would keep them longer than they wanted to stay, and it would cost them far more than they wanted to pay. We had a church up in Chicago where we reached out to people. There were people that were doctors before or people that had money or had businesses and they ended up because of a little drink or a little this or that or a little drug, they ended up living on the streets. Oh, my friends, sin will destroy your life. I'm saying to you, you need forgiveness of sin. Run to Jesus. Jesus can set you free today. 
Oh my friends, this particular boy got so bad that he was willing to eat pig slop. Oh, what will you be desperate for? Will you sell your body? Will you give yourself to drugs and alcohol and ruin your family’s life just to sniff some glue, to get some attention, and get the money and fame? What will be the price of your choices? The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death;” (Romans 6:23a)  “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.”  (Revelation 20:14)  Oh, sin will destroy your life, and the Only Person Who can set you free is Jesus Christ. 
It’s amazing how many rock stars have died of drug overdose.  Oh, my friends, fame and fortune, drugs and alcohol will leave you empty and will destroy your life. But there is One Person today that you need. You need Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ can give you that peace and that love and that joy and happiness that you want.  You need Jesus.
Oh, my friends; what will be your choice? And what will be your consequences of those choices? If you choose to reject Christ; you will pay for it in the Devil's hell. Jesus doesn't want you to go to hell. Jesus died so that you can go to Heaven. Jesus loves you that much, but if you choose to reject Him, there are consequences. But if you will accept Christ, there are good consequences. However, the boy made some choices and it led to the bad consequences.  
Hey, when the famine came, the boy was down and broken and he was hurting. What are you going to do when everything goes bad? What will be the outcome or the results of your life? I say unto you again – your circumstances, your situations in life, will lead you to choices that will result in good or bad consequences. You are given a choice today. Will you receive Christ or will you reject him? Hey, you and I are not guaranteed tomorrow. 
I'm reminded when hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana, around 1,500 people died in New Orleans. 80% of New Orleans was destroyed. Hey, around 1,500 people died. The sad part about it all was that they were warned, but they said, “We’re just going to stay here. We’ve heard these things before.” I'm warning you today. You are not guaranteed tomorrow. There is a real heaven, there is a real hell and you don't have to go hell. Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you. I don't care what you have done. I don't care where you have been. I don't care. You say, “Preacher, you don't know the awful things that I have done.” It doesn't matter. Jesus loves you and He died to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven someday. Hey, I needed Jesus just like you need Jesus. Why don't you make the great decision to receive Christ? 
Oh this boy in our story came to himself. It got so bad for the boy. He was feeding those pigs and he was eating that pig slop. But he said, “Wait a minute. In my father’s house he has people that work for him that are better off than this. I'll go home and just say, ‘Daddy, Daddy, can I just work for you?’” One day the boy goes home. Maybe the father was out on the porch just enjoying the nice evening, swinging on the swing set. The sun was about ready to set. Then all of a sudden he looks out and he says, “I see somebody walking there. That kind of looks like my boy.”  So he stands up, and he says, “Wait a minute. I think it is my boy.” As he gets a little closer, “That's my boy!” And I love the picture that the Bible gives. The father ran to the boy and fell on his neck and kissed him and said, “Hey, you were lost, but now you are found. You went astray and now you are back home. I'm sure glad you are home, son. I love you.” Listen to me; your Heavenly Father loves you today. I don't care what you have done. I don't care how far you have gone. God is saying, “Hey, come home to me.” And when you make that step, then God runs toward you and He says, “I love you and I care about you. I died for you so that you can be with Me forever in a place called heaven.” Wow! God loves you, my friend! Why don't you come to Jesus today? Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:28) Jesus wants to set you free. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) You need Jesus Christ. 
The prodigal son went to his father and he was blessed. They killed the fatted calf. They had a great time because that son came home. Why don't you come to God today? God created you, and He loves you, and He has a plan for your life. Why don't you come to Jesus Christ and say, “Jesus, I need You. Come into my heart and save me,” and God will answer that prayer. Jesus Christ can give you peace and love and joy, and one day Jesus will take you to a place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow, a wonderful place called heaven. Oh, you and I are not guaranteed tomorrow. The Bible says, “It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) We are not guaranteed tomorrow. We need to prepare for all eternity. 
Oh, imagine, if you will, if you were on a beautiful shore and just enjoying a wonderful time with your family. All of sudden you look out and you see this huge wave coming. It is a tsunami. And you run and you run with your family and all of a sudden this tsunami over takes you and kills you. Listen to me very carefully; that is what happened in Asia when over 200,000 people were dead or missing from over 12 different countries when that tsunami hit. You and I are not guaranteed tomorrow. We need to prepare for all eternity. And right now Jesus says, “I love you and I died for you and I want to come into your heart.” Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.”  (Revelation 3:20)  Jesus is knocking on your heart’s door. Jesus is saying, “I love you so much, and I want to come into your heart. I want to forgive you and save you from hell and take you to heaven someday. I want to live in your heart forever. I want to give you that peace and that joy and that happiness that you want.” Hey, why don’t you make the greatest choice of life? Hey, I want you to make the greatest decision in your whole life. I want you to say, “Jesus, come into my heart. Forgive me. Save me from hell and take me to heaven,” and Jesus will answer that prayer. Right now you ask Jesus to come into your heart. 
Every head bowed every eye closed.

