(Visual - gift + way + real Jesus banners, twenty pesos)
"The New Birth"
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 3, verse number 1. John chapter 3, verse number 1. The Bible says in John chapter 3, verse number 1, "There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." (John 3:1-17)

My friends, God loves you so much. He hasn't come to condemn you. He loves you and He wants you to have eternal life and go to a place of no more hurt or pain. Oh, He wants you to have life everlasting.

Now as Jesus was talking to this religious ruler of the Jews, Nicodemus, about being born again, Nicodemus said, "I just don't understand." And Jesus says, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see {or know or enter} the kingdom of God." (John 3:3) 

Oh, Nicodemus in order to go to heaven and have eternal life, you need to experience the new birth. I want to speak to you on the subject "The New Birth." What is this new birth all about? In other words, what does it mean to be born again? 

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to understand this so that it can change our lives. In Jesus' name, Amen." 

There is told the story of an outstanding citizen of a certain community who was not born again. This man went to church, gave to the church, but never acknowledged Christ as his Saviour. Oh, he had never received the new birth. 

One night, he was all alone and he had a dream. In that dream he heard someone rattling the doorknob of his room. But he was afraid to say come in. He waited while the fingering continued on the doorknob. Presently the bolt turned. Then he saw the door open. In the dim moonlight which was streaming through the window, he watched the ghost-like stranger slowly approaching his bedside. The stranger stretched forth his long, thin, and bony hand. His cold breath chilled the air. The stranger said, "I am death." And with his cold, long, bony fingers he grasped him by the throat saying, "I am death, and I have come for you." 

The dreamer tried to scream but could not. Then when he was able to make noise, no one responded. Suddenly he was lifted out of his horrible dream, tired, worn, and wet with perspiration. He then lay there and thought finally about the situation. Finally he came to this conclusion. Supposed this had not been a dream. Where would my soul be now? The answer came, in a Christ-less eternity called hell.

So he got up from his bed, went to the minister of the church, and then he dropped on his knees and said, "Oh, I now take Christ as my Saviour," and he was born again. 

Oh, my friends, the only way that we can get to heaven is to be born again. We are not guaranteed tomorrow. We don't have the certainty of another day. Death could come for us at any time and take our life. Therefore, we need to prepare for all eternity by being born again, by experiencing the new birth that only comes from above that Christ can give us.

What does it mean to be born again? Many years ago, a boy came back to the city from which he had run away some time before. He came riding in a boxcar, drunk and penniless. The next morning while his brain was still dull, he stopped a couple of men on the street and asked for money for a meal. One of the men looked closely at him and then said to the other, "I must ask you to excuse me. I recognize here the son of an old friend, and I must go with him." But what he could not bring himself to say in the shock of this recognition was that it was his own son who stood there.

The father took his son with him. He arranged his business so that he could be away from it and gave up his life to his son. He never left him day or night. And he never by word or sign rebuked him for the past. But he put all the strength of his soul into the battle for his son until, after six months, one night in a city mission the boy found Christ and was saved. He became born again.

What a picture this story gives of the divine love of the heavenly Father seeking and striving for wandering children with no desire to bring up the past, only an eager longing that the sinner come back into a right relationship with his Maker! Oh, God loves you. And you must be born from above in order to have eternal life - a new birth that only God can give. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus said, "Ye must be born again" (John 3:7) to enter the kingdom of heaven of God.

I am told that on September 5th, 1971, I was born into this world. But I could tell you much later that there was a birth that came about that completely changed my life and has given me the assurance that heaven will be my home. One day I was born again by trusting Jesus as my Saviour. 

What do I mean? I asked Jesus Christ to come into my heart, forgive me of all my sins, save me from hell, and take me to heaven. I'm trusting in Jesus that He gave His life for me so that I can go to heaven. And it has completely changed my life. You are born again when you trust Christ as your Saviour to take you to heaven.

Oh, my friends, you need to be born from above. You need to experience the new birth that only God can give. You need to accept Christ as your Saviour. 

There was a meeting where a preacher invited the little children to come to Jesus. But one little child said afterward, "I am too little."

Then the preacher kindly asked, "Too little for what, my dear?"
Timidly the little girl answered, "I'm too little to come to Jesus."

Moved by the child’s question, the servant of Christ took her up in his arms saying, "No, my dear, not too little. It was to the very little ones that Jesus said, "Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God." (Mark 10:14)

The dear child wiped her tears and went to her mother, telling her she had come to Jesus and that she was saved. How glad was the mother to hear her child confess her simple trust in Christ to save her! 

The next day she brought another little girl to the meeting, saying, "She wants to be saved, too."

Oh, my friends everyone is welcome to come to the Saviour. Everyone is invited to be born again by trusting that Jesus gave His life for them and come unto Him and say, "I need you. Come into my heart. Save me from hell and take me to heaven." Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28) Jesus said, "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest for your soul. I will take you to a wonderful place called heaven." Jesus said, "All that come to me I will in no wise cast out." My friends, Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you. Trust in Him so that you can go to a wonderful place called heaven.

Oh, ye must be born again. Trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to take you to heaven.
The Bible says, "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." (John 1:12-13) Oh, you can be born into the family of God. 
See I was born into my physical family but then I accepted Christ. I was born into the family of God, meaning that I am His child and one day I am going to heaven. The Bible says, "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him." (I John 5:1)

Oh, Jesus is God's son given to us so that we could have eternal life. When we receive Christ, we have the victory that one day we will go to heaven. The Bible says, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith {our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ}. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" (I John 5:4-5)

As Jesus was earlier talking with Nicodemus, he was saying, "How can these things be? It just doesn't make sense to me." But I must remind you that we are talking about the Creator of the Universe that can do far above anything that we imagine or dream possible. God says, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD." (Isaiah 55:8) 

Oh, my friends, who knows best for our lives? The Lord does. But sometimes we think we know what is the right way. But we need to be careful. The Bible says, "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." (Proverbs 16:25) Oh, be careful and decide that you are going to trust God's way. 

The Bible says "There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness." (Proverbs 30:12) You may think that you are okay, you are doing enough works to get you to heaven, but the problem is that you have this filthiness of sin. You need to have that sin forgiven as far as the east is to the west so that you can go to a wonderful place without sin called heaven. You must come to the place realizing that you can't do anything to save yourself, that you are helpless. 

Just cry out to Jesus to save you. A Saviour is someone who rescues someone in harm. For instance if you were in a pool and you are swimming and about ready to drown. What would the lifeguard do? He would jump in and save your life. 

My friends, we are in this ocean of sin and it will drown us and take us to hell. But the only One that can save us is Christ. So all we have to say is, "Jesus, save me," and then He will save us and take us to heaven. That is why the Bible says, "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:13) "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Romans 10:9) 

There was a Hindu woman who discovered that she was a great sinner and God is Holy and cannot pass by sin and He will not allow sin into His presence. She often said, "I need some great prince to stand between my soul and God." After a little while she heard that the Bible could contain the account of the Saviour who died for sinners. So she asked a _____ to read the Bible to her. He began at the first chapter of Matthew. As he read the list of names in the genealogy of Christ, the woman thought, 'What a wonderful Prince this Jesus must have been to have such a long line of ancestors.' 

And when the _____ read "and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." (Matthew 1:21) The woman cried out, "This is the Prince I want! Oh, this is the Prince I want!"

Oh, my friends, Jesus is the only One who can forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, and take us to heaven. The Bible says, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." (Acts 4:12) Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) 

Let me illustrate what I am talking about. (Visual - real Jesus banner) My friends, because of our sins we are on the pathway of life and if we keep going there is a price. "For the wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire." (Revelations 20:14) But when Jesus died on the cross, He made a way for us to go to heaven by giving His life for us that we would have eternal life. Jesus shed His blood, gave His life, died on the cross so that we could go to heaven, a wonderful place of no more hurt. And we need to trust in that in order to get to heaven.

It is like those serpents that were attacking the children of Israel. God told Moses, "I want you to make a brazen serpent and put it on a stick. I want you to lift that up. When the people look at that brazen serpent on the stick, then they will be healed and won't die."

"In the same way," Jesus said, "the Son of man must be lifted up, and if you will just believe that I am giving My life for you, you can have it. If you will just look to Me, you can be saved from hell and go to heaven." Oh, look and live. Oh, the Lord says, "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. " (Isaiah 45:22) 

It is a simple as asking and receiving. The Bible says, "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:13) If you ask Jesus to save you from hell and take you to heaven, it is that simple. It is as simple as accepting a gift. Let me illustrate. (Visual - the gift illustration)

My friends, I love Christmas time. Don't you? When you open those gifts. Whoa. Look at all the things inside. the Bible says that going to heaven is like a gift. "but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23) Going to heaven is like receiving a gift, and it is through Jesus Christ. In other words, it is through that He died on the cross for you to save you from hell so that you could go to heaven, and if you accept that then you go to heaven.

It is like this. I have twenty pesos. Could you help me? I could say, I will give you these twenty pesos, but you have got to go to church. Is that a gift? I can say I will give you twenty pesos but you have got to wash my truck. Is that a gift? No. A gift is free with no strings. But I can offer this gift to this child all day, but it is not the child’s gift until the child takes it. Thank you very much. You can go sit down. Who else wants to help me? No, I am teasing. 

Hey, that child came forward, that child came up here and received that twenty pesos. It is the same thing with Jesus. You have got to come to Jesus and receive what He did for you on the cross, that He died to save you from hell so that you can receive Jesus like a gift in your heart to go to heaven. 

It is a simple as trusting a plane ride. When you get on a plane, you are going to Chicago. You just get on that plane. You don't understand everything, but it says it is going there, and you get on there and you are trusting it to take you to Chicago. 

It is the same way with Jesus. He gave His life for you so you could be saved from hell and go to heaven. You say, "Jesus, I trust that to take me to heaven." And He will do it. That is why the Bible says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts 16:31) "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Romans 10:9) "He that believeth on me hath everlasting life." (John 6:47) If you trust Jesus as your way to heaven, then you go to heaven. 

It is simple as being born. You are just simply born and that is the way you are born is by trusting in Christ. When you trust Christ, then you are born again. You are born into the family of God. That means that heaven is your home. The Bible says, "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God." (I John 5:1) If you are trusting in Him, that He is the Saviour of the world and He died for you, then you are born of God. That means that you are going to heaven. 

The Bible promises, "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God." (I John 4:15) "But as many as received him {Jesus}, to them gave power to become the sons of God." (John 1:12) You become a child of God. You are born again when you trust Christ as your only way to heaven, that He gave His life for you that you may be saved form Hell and forgiven of your sins and go to heaven. 

God loves you so much that He sent His Son on a rescue mission to go to a cross and suffer on that cross so that you might have eternal life. Jesus gave His life for you so that you may live. That is why the Bible says, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) In other words, go to heaven. "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." (John 3:17) Jesus wants you to be saved form hell. He wants you to be born again by trusting Him as your way to heaven. 

See, "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. " (I John 4:9) My friends, "For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him." (Romans 5:7-9) Oh, Jesus died to save us from hell that we might live and go to heaven.

The Bible says, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (John 15:13) Oh, my friends, Jesus loves you. That is why He gave His life. Let me illustrate. (Visual - real Jesus banner)
Oh, my friends, Jesus went through all of that. Jesus died on the cross. He loves you so much that He died on the cross. They spit in Jesus face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns on His brow, and blood poured down His face. They took that whip and they whipped His back open. They beat Jesus. They beat Jesus. They beat Jesus. Why was Jesus suffering and bleeding and dying? For you, because He loves you.

They drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. They picked up the old cross and let it drop down. Jesus was suffering and bleeding and dying to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, so that we could go to heaven. Oh, Jesus gave His life for you. If you will trust what He did for you on the cross, then you can live and go to heaven some day.

My friends, listen to me very carefully. Some years ago while vacationing on the seaside, King George IV and Queen Mary took a walk along the ocean front. When the queen sprained her ankle, the couple was forced to find their way to a nearby cottage to seek assistance. In answer to their knock, a voice called out, "Who is there?" 

They responded, "King George and Queen Mary."

The occupant of the house cried back, "You don't expect me to believe that, do you?"

The king responded, "Come and see for yourself."

The woman opened the door. When she saw that it was the king and queen standing there, she immediately invited the royal couple in and gave them all the help and hospitality that she could. For years she retold the story and always concluded by saying, "You know, I almost refused to let them in."

Oh, my friends, the Lord Jesus Christ is knocking at your heart's door. But you need to let Him in. You need to receive Him and trust Him as your way to heaven. Oh, Jesus says, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him." (Revelations 3:20) Right now Jesus is knocking on your heart's door, and He is saying, "I love you. I went to a cross and I suffered and bled and died to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell. I want to come into your heart. Would you trust what I did for you to take you to heaven?"

Right now, you make the greatest decision of your whole life. You say, "Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from hell. I believe that You gave Your life for me that I might live and go to heaven some day. I trust You, Jesus, to take me to heaven." And Jesus will answer that. Oh, trust Jesus to take you to heaven.

Oh, my friends, receive Jesus. Be born again, trusting that Jesus died on the cross to save you from hell so that you can go to heaven. Oh, trust Jesus to take you to heaven.

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
