(Visual – Cross)
“There’s a Way Out”
Well, it is sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Luke chapter 19, verse number 1. Luke chapter 19 verse number 1. The Bible says in Luke chapter 19 and verse number 1, “And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:1-10) 

I want to draw your attention to that last verse there. “For the Son of man {Jesus Christ} is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) Hey, that was the purpose for Jesus' leaving the glories of Heaven to come to this earth – to seek and to save that which was lost. In other words, Jesus is saying, “There is a way out. Hey, you don't have to be lost with no hope.” Oh, my friends, I want to speak to you today on the subject "There is a way out." Hey, there is a way out. 
Every head bowed, every eye closed. “Oh, Lord, there are so many people that feel like there is no way out. They almost feel like they are lost with no help and no way of escape. Oh, Lord, help them to see the way out today. In Jesus' name, Amen.”
I remember growing up in the country between two mountains. Like all young boys, my brother and I were explorers. My brother’s name was Leon and he was my older brother. Now, we decided that we were going to climb that mountain. Hey, every boy wants to conquer a mountain and climb to the top of a mountain. So we set off to go up to the top of the mountain. When we got up near the top, we noticed some snow starting to fall. We got up to the top, and, man, it was a beautiful lookout and it was just a wonderful thing to see. There is something about getting to the top of a mountain.

But, as we were going down, the snow was just coming down and coming down and coming down and it was covering the path and we could not see where we were. That feeling of being lost overtakes you and you feel like, ‘What am I going to do? I'm going to die and some animal is going to eat me. I am lost with no hope.’ However, we knew that we needed to go down the mountain and that there was a road down there that would take us to home. So we finally made our way down the mountain and found the road that took us to our house. 

Oh, many of us are like that in life. We are lost and we don't know where to turn and it seems like everything is against us. But I want to remind you today – there is a way out. Oh, there is a way out. 

We have a very interesting story in the Bible about this man named Zacchaeus. He was a very rich man. He was a tax collector. Now, not too many people liked tax collectors because they are getting your money, right? But that was his job and not many people liked him. So he heard about Jesus Christ and what Jesus was all about. And he said, “I want to see this man.”
Now, Zacchaeus was a short guy. Therefore he said, “Well, there are all of these people here and there is no way that I can see Jesus.” Then he said, “I am going to find some way to see Jesus.” Hey, that is a good idea for each and every one of us. No matter what circumstances, no matter what we’ve got to do, we have got to find Jesus. Hey, we have got to see Jesus. 

So he gets up in that tree, a sycamore tree, and Jesus is walking by that day and He looks up and He sees this little short guy, and He says, "Hey, friend, I am going to go eat at your house tonight." Now, Zacchaeus was a rich man and normally Jesus had His twelve disciples with Him. So that was a good idea to go to eat a rich man’s house because he could feed all of those guys. No, I'm teasing. But Jesus went there and He ate with the man because He realized that this man needed Him. Jesus even said, “This day is salvation come to this house. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

This rich man had all kinds of money. He had everything you could possibly imagine. But one thing about his life is that he was lost and he was on his way to Hell and he needed Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “Hey, I came for this reason – to give My life as a ransom for you, to lay down My life to die in your place, to forgive you of your sins, to save you from hell, and take you to heaven.” Hey, Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. Oh, my friends, there is a way out. 

Mary Virginia Lee, a Sunday school worker, arrived one Sunday morning in a beautiful and prosperous southern town. As no one met her at the station, she took a taxi, and, driving past the square, noticed cars double-parked all around the court house. This seemed so strange at such an early hour on Sunday that she asked the driver what it meant. He replied, "The men of the town have gathered here to go out and search for a little boy who has been lost since Friday afternoon. They have organized search parties and have been searching continually night and day ever since. Many have not slept but have been constantly seeking the lost child."

When they arrived at the home of where the worker was to be entertained, she found that the hostess, who was the little lad’s Sunday school teacher, had spent the night with the grief-stricken mother and her husband who had just returned from a fruitless all-night search. The sympathy of the whole entire town was aroused. Although many were praying, the anxiety grew more tense with every passing hour and hope was giving way to dread. 

Throughout the morning services there was a spirit of expectancy but still no news. About noon time, as the people were returning home from church, someone shouted, "The boy has been found!" Immediately the loved ones, friends, and neighbors hastened to join the happy parents. Oh, there was great rejoicing everywhere because the lost boy had been found.

Listen to me. There is nothing like when we think that we have lost a child and we are wondering, “Where is our lost child?” and somebody tells us, “Hey, we found your lost child!” Oh, what a great thing that is! My friends, we are all lost in a sense. We are all on our way to hell. We feel like there is no hope. But there is Somebody who can save us and that is the Lord Jesus Christ Who can forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, and take us to heaven. Oh, will you receive Jesus so you don't have to be lost? 

A successful farmer whose flocks and herds increased would often say to those who spoke to him about eternal life and things of that nature, "I must make my fortune first, and then I shall attend unto these matters." Oh, tomorrow, if you will. One day he took suddenly ill while at the market and was hurriedly driven home to be laid on the bed from which he never arose. To one who sat by his side for the last hours of life, one had often spoken to him of eternal life, he said in the tones of bitter remorse, "I am a loser at last. I have gained the world but have lost my soul." 

Oh, my friends, Jesus said one time, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36) Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” (Matthew 10:39) Hey, you are searching for riches and honor and you say, “I don't have time to think about Jesus.” But we are not guaranteed tomorrow. I could walk out of this place and I could be hit by a car and I could die instantly. The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) The Bible says, “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1) Oh, the Bible says, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14) 

Hey, our heartbeat could stop just like that. We could breathe our last breath just like that. Our life could end in just a moment. Oh, my friends, are you prepared for eternity? Oh, if you were to die today, would you go out into eternity and would you cry out, “I am lost! I'm lost! I'm lost!”? Oh, my friends, Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. Why don't you trust in Jesus to save you and take you to heaven?
Sir Francis Newport, the head of an English infidel club, said to those who were gathered around his dying bed, "You need not tell me there is no God. For I know there is one and that I am in His angry presence. Oh, you need not tell me there is no hell. For I already feel my soul slipping into its fires. Hey, wretches, cease your idle talk about there being hope for me. I know that I am lost forever. Oh, help!" But there was no help for him. 

My friends, if you don't have Christ, you are lost and on your way to hell and there is no way out for you. When you die it is all over and there is no way out. But I tell you there is a way out today. If you will trust in Jesus, you won't have to go to that horrible place called hell. Hell is a terrible place.

(Buffy put in the Gibbs illustration – already in Spanish)

Oh, listen to me. The brother of the great evangelist Whitfield was very depressed at times and felt his utter worthlessness and helplessness. On one such an occasion, Lady Huntington spoke to him about his salvation and tried to compel him to come to Christ. To all her pleas he answered, "No. It is no use. I'm lost. I'm lost. Oh, I'm lost." 

Then she said, "Oh, thank God for that." 

The man answered in astonishment, "Why?"

Then the Lady Huntington said, "Because Christ came to seek and to save the lost, and if you are lost, then Jesus is just the One Who can save you."

Oh, my friends, if you feel like there is no way out, you feel like you are lost and helpless, I tell you there is a way out. Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. Jesus suffered and He bled and He died to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven someday. 

Oh, that is why Jesus came. That is why Jesus suffered, bled, and died. Oh, those Roman soldiers hit Jesus in His face. They plucked His beard out. They spit in His face. They put a crown of thorns on Jesus’ brow and blood came down His face. Those Roman soldiers took a whip and ripped His back open. Oh, they drove spikes into His hands and feet as they nailed Him to the cross. They picked up the old cross and Jesus hung there. Hey, Jesus suffered and He bled and He died for you to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and to take you to heaven.  
Oh, my friends, you don't have to be lost. Come to Jesus today, and He can set you free. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Jesus wants to set you free and save you from hell and take you to heaven. Oh, let Jesus do that for you.

King Edward the Seventh of England gave a dinner to tens of thousands of poor people in commemoration of his being crowned king. All London and the country for miles around had been asked to find the guests for the king’s dinner. Royal princes, princesses, duke, lords, and ladies, officers of the army which had returned from South Africa waited upon the king’s request. It was a sight never to be forgotten. 

Among the royal guests were an old man and his wife who had come up to partake of the king’s hospitality from one of the royal districts. It was learned that the aged couple had just managed to keep body and soul together for long enough to partake of the king’s dinner. After that, they intended to enter the poorhouse and live in poverty. They had sold their household effects in order to keep from starving. Among the waiters upon the table at which the old couple sat was a fine-looking young officer from Australia. As he helped them by giving them food, the old man whispered to his wife, "My, ain't he like our Ned?" 

The officer overheard them and he came again to help them with some more food. When the old man spoke aloud to him, "My, but you are like our Ned."

The officer replied, "Am I?"

The man said, "Yes, you are."

The officer said, "Well, what is your name and where is your Ned?" 
"Oh, he went to Australia over 30 years ago and we have not heard from him in over 21 years."

It was now the young officer’s turn to talk and there were tears running down his manly face as he said, "Well, my name is Ned. And if you are Edward, then I am your Ned's son. My father died 21 years ago, but I came to England to find you and I had given up in despair. Where are you going for dinner when this is over?"

The old man said, "To the poorhouse. We are just so poor we can't make it."

The young officer said, "Oh, no you are not. You are going with me to my hotel and you will sail with me on the next Saturday for my home in Australia. Come, grandmother. Give me your arm." And he took them to his hotel. 

Oh, there was not a dry eye in all of the audience when one preacher told this story. Oh, listen to me. Our Heavenly Father sent His Son to seek and to save the lost, to tell them of a home in his Father's house where they hunger no more, neither thirst anymore, a place of no more hurt, pain, or suffering. Oh, the King of kings has prepared the great feast and has bidden all mankind to come. Hey, Jesus bids everyone, “Come, for all things are ready.” 

Oh, listen to me. Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you, and Jesus is saying, “Come to Me. Oh, come to Me and I will in no wise cast you out. I love you. I died for you. ‘Come unto me, and I will give you rest.’” (Matthew 11:28) Right now, you come to Jesus Christ to set you free.

Oh, my friends, maybe you are like those older folks who felt like there was no way out. So you also feel like there is no escape for you, that you are lost without help. But I tell you today – there is a way out. My friends, Jesus loves you. Jesus died to set you free, to save you from hell, and to take you from heaven. Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
Oh, won't you come to Jesus and He can set you free? Hey, Jesus wants to set you free. Oh, come to Jesus.
Every head bowed, every eye closed.
