“Make a Difference in Your World” part 2

(or, “Be a Soul Winner”)
Well, I want to speak to you on the subject, “Will You Be a Soul Winner?”  Will you be a soul winner?  Now, a soul winner is someone who tells other people about Jesus.  
John R. Rice, a great preacher, said, “A Christian who doesn’t win souls is not much of a Christian.”  Listen – we need to spend our lives telling people about Jesus.  The Bible says, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”  (Proverbs 11:30)  Let me illustrate to you how we are to win others to Jesus.  Listen to me.  If God can use me, He can use you.  Could you help me?  Come here.  (Then go through winning someone to the Lord)

Listen, God may use you to bring thousands to Christ, or He may use you to win someone who will bring thousands to Christ.  I think of D. L. Moody, how he impacted two continents for Jesus Christ.  He reached thousands and thousands of people for Jesus Christ.  Do you know who led him to the Lord?  A Sunday school teacher named Brother Kimball.  D. L. Moody was working in a shoe store, and this man reached him for Christ.  He wasn’t fancy or eloquent, but he reached D. L. Moody, and D. L. Moody reached thousands for Christ.  Hey, you may reach that person who will make an impact on this world for Jesus Christ.  Never underestimate what God can do through you.  

I think of Robert Moffatt who went to Africa and just did a great work for Christ and reached multitudes.  You know, his pastor thought he hadn’t done too much for the Lord in one particular year, but he led Robert Moffatt to the Lord, and Robert Moffatt impacted Africa for Christ.

Listen to me.  I think of Lee Roberson.  His Sunday school teacher was Daisy Hawes.  And Daisy Hawes led him to the Lord.  Now Lee Roberson reached multitudes – thousands and thousands of people for Jesus Christ.  Why?  Because that lady was faithful and gave out the Gospel.  My friends, when you give out the Gospel, you never know what God can do through you.

I think of Mrs. Bethel, the Sunday school teacher of Dr. Jack Hyles and how she impacted his life for Jesus Christ.  When he was in class and was sad, she put him on her lap, and he looked up at her and said, “Does Jesus love little poor boys like me with no shoes on?”  And she said, “Jesus especially loves you.”  And God used that woman to impact his life, and he reached thousands of people for Christ, and through his influence probably millions have been saved.  Oh, praise God for that person who invested in his life.  God wants to use you to be a soul winner and tell others about Jesus Christ.

I think of Andrew in the Bible.  Not a whole lot is mentioned about Andrew, but you know Andrew brought his brother to the Lord Jesus Christ?  Do you know who Andrew’s brother was?  It was the Apostle Peter.  Peter is the man who stood up on Pentecost and preached, and around 3,000 people trusted Christ as their Saviour.  Later he and John were preaching, and about 5,000 people got saved.  Listen to me.  God used Peter in a great way, but Peter probably wouldn’t have been saved if there hadn’t been an Andrew to bring him to Jesus.  I wonder who God wants you to bring to Jesus Christ.  God wants you to be a soul winner, to reach others for Jesus Christ.  Oh, God wants to use you in a great and mighty way to make a difference in this world.

D. L. Moody tells one day of seeing a picture which pleased him very well.  He said, “I thought it was the finest thing I had ever seen at the time, and I bought it.  It was a picture of a woman coming out of the water and clinging with both hands to the cross of refuge – the cross of Christ.”  He goes on to say, “But afterwards I saw another picture which ruined that one for me entirely.  It was so much lovelier and greater.  It was a picture of a person coming out of the dark waters with one arm clinging to the cross of Christ, but with the other arm she was lifting someone else out of the waves.”  Oh, my friends, the greatest thing we can do is trust Christ so we can go to Heaven.  But next to that, the next greatest thing we can do is to reach out and bring others to Heaven with us.  Let’s bring others to Heaven.  Let’s be a soul winner.  Let’s tell others about Jesus Christ.

D. L. Moody once said, “The monument that I want after I’m dead and gone is a monument with two legs going out into the world.  A saved sinner telling about the salvation of Jesus Christ.”  Oh, that’s what we need to do with our lives – tell others about Jesus.  Hey, God wants to use you to be a soul winner and to reach others for Christ.

I remember one day while I was out soul winning, I saw a group of young people playing a game of soccer in the street with many around watching the game.  So I approached some of the spectators and witnessed to them.  God blessed with many trusting Christ as their Saviour.  All of the sudden, the game broke up and the two teams were sitting off to the side, talking to one another.  So I walked up in the midst of them and began to witness to them.  God blessed in a great way, and between the spectators and the players, 21 people said they were trusting in Jesus Christ as their Saviour.  Amen!
I got in my truck and as I was driving to church for the night service, I happened to notice a group of people outside of a house having a birthday party.  So I got out of my truck and walked up to the whole group and said, “Hey, who has a birthday?”  The birthday lady was Dolores, who was 73 years of age.  So I said, “Well, I’d like to give you a birthday present,” and I gave her 20 pesos.  Then I said, “By the way, does anybody else have a birthday?”  And all their hands went up!  We had a good time laughing and chitchatting for a little while, and then I proceeded to share the Gospel with them.  They were very open and attentive as I shared Christ with them.  Once again, God blessed, and at least 20 people indicated that they were receiving Christ as their Saviour.  To God be the glory!  Listen to me.  If God can use me to reach others for Jesus Christ, God can use you!  God has used me in Mexico, and God wants to use you to reach others for Jesus.  Amen!

The Bible says, and the Apostle Paul speaking, “That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”  (Romans 9:2-3)  What is Paul saying here?  He’s saying, “I have such heaviness in my heart.  I want to reach my people, the children of Israel, that I am willing to be accursed from Christ.”  What is he saying here?  He is saying, “I am willing to die and go to hell forever, that Israel might be saved.  Now, that’s an impossibility.  You can’t lose your salvation, but that was the heart of the Apostle Paul.  He wanted to reach others for Jesus Christ.  You and I need to have that burden to reach others for Christ.  Oh, my friends, there are people in hell crying out, saying, “Go tell my mom not to come to this place of burning and fire and torment!  Go tell my dad not to come to this place!  Go tell my children not to come to this place!  Go tell everybody not to come to this place, because I’m burning, and I’m burning, and I’m burning, and it’s forever!  Oh, tell people not to come to hell.”  Listen to me.  Let’s be soul winners and tell people not to go to hell, and that they can avoid going to hell by trusting in Jesus.  Let’s tell people about Jesus.

The Bible says, “When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”  (Ezekiel 33:8)  You know, we are told to warn and to tell other people about Jesus.  We’re told to be a soul winner – to go out and tell people about Jesus.  But if we fail to do it, the Bible says and God says, “Their blood will I require at thy hand.”  I wonder who will go to hell because you won’t tell them about Jesus.  Listen to me very carefully.  

There was a lady named Louise, and she had a dream that someone in hell wrote a letter to her, and it was delivered to her by a messenger.  He gave her the message, saying only that a friend had sent it to her from hell.  What a strange thing!  It read:  “My friend, I stand in judgment now, and feel that you’re to blame somehow.  On earth I walked with you day by day, and never did you point the way.  You knew the Lord in truth and glory, but never once did you tell me the story.  My knowledge then was very dim.  You could have led me safe to Him.  Though we lived together on earth, you never told me of the second birth.  And now I stand this day condemned because you failed to mention Him.  You taught me things that were true; I called you friend and trusted you.  I have now learned that it’s too late.  You cannot save me from this fate.  We walked by day and talked by night, and yet you showed me not the light.  You let me live and love and die; you knew I’d never live on high.  I called you friend in life and trusted you through joy and strife.  Yet, on coming to the end, I cannot now call you my friend.”  Signed, Marsha.

After reading the letter, Louise awoke.  The dream was so real in her mind that sweat dropped from her body in pools.  It seemed she could smell the brimstone and smoke in her room.  As she contemplated the meaning of her dream, she realized that as a Christian she had failed in her duty to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.  As she thought, she promised herself that the next day she would call Marsha and invite her to church with her.  The next morning she called Marsha, and this was the conversation:

“Hello, Bill.  May I speak to Marsha?”

“Louise, you don’t know?”

“No, Bill.  Know what?”

“Marsha was killed last night in a car accident.  I thought you knew.”

Fellow Christian, is this your testimony?  Are you witnessing to your friends?  Or will there be a friend of yours in hell, asking you why you did not tell them about Jesus?  Oh, that’s a deep letter, isn’t it?  Oh, but I wonder how many people will hold you accountable for not telling them about Jesus in this world.  Let’s be a soul winner!  Let’s tell others about Jesus!  Amen!

One lady said, on Saturday, March 4, 2006, I was having one of those “everything was going wrong” days.  Here at college, we are required to go soul winning at least two hours a week, and the hours are to be completed on either Thursday or Saturday.  I work at a retail store, and normally I have Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings off.  This particular week I was called in to work on both Thursday evening and Saturday morning.  I had no idea why they had changed my schedule so suddenly.  I was disappointed because I would not get in any soul winning hours, and I wouldn’t get to visit my bus route, either.  

I was supposed to get off work at 3:00 p.m. that Saturday, but because we were busy, I wasn’t able to leave until 3:30 p.m.  It doesn’t seem like a big deal, but I had to walk down to Wal-Mart, which is in the same shopping area, to get everything I needed and be ready to meet the shuttle at 3:45 p.m.  I was already flustered and not in the greatest of moods.  I was rushing around, trying to get all the supplies and make it out of Wal-Mart by 3:45.  I checked out and waited for the college shuttle to pick me up.  My cell phone started ringing, and the young man who drives the shuttle said that one of the staff men had borrowed the shuttle, and it would be a few minutes before he could come and get me.  I told him that it was fine and that I would just wait at Wal-Mart, but I thought to myself, Could anything else go wrong today?  I went to the front of the store and sat down on one of the benches.  I had brought the book To Cross the Widest Ocean by Becky Martin with me, so I opened it and started reading.  A lady asked if she could sit beside me.  When I looked up, I noticed she was one of the customers whom I had checked out earlier at my register.  She asked me what I was reading, and I told her about the Martins and how they were missionaries to the Philippines.  She didn’t know what a missionary was, so I explained.  She asked where I went to church, and I told her where I attended.  She said, “I used to go to church every once in a while.”  I told her that going to church was important, but going to Heaven when she died was more important.  I asked her if she were to die today, if she were 100% sure she would go to Heaven.  She said that she didn’t know that, but she wanted to go to Heaven.  I took out one of our church tracts and showed her how she could know for sure that Heaven would be her home.  At first, she was a bit hesitant, and then I shared with her that today is the day of salvation and that one never knows when he will breathe his last breath.  She then bowed her head and asked Jesus into her heart.  

By this time, it was nearing 4:30, and I saw the shuttle bus.  I told her that my ride had arrived, and I invited her to services on Sunday.  She said that she would be traveling back to Texas during that time.  So I got her cell phone number, and she told me to call Monday or Tuesday to help her find a church.  I agreed to call, and then I left.  I was excited to see how God had worked everything out for His good. 

On Monday evening, I called her cell phone number, and her husband answered the phone.  When I asked for Rebekah, there was silence on the other end of the line.  As his voice broke, her husband told me that on the way traveling home, they took two different vehicles.  She was in a mini-van, and he was in another car a few lengths behind her.  She fell asleep at the wheel, crossed into oncoming traffic, was hit head-on by an 18-wheeler, and was killed instantly.  I was dumbfounded.  I didn’t know what to say.  After a few seconds, I asked him, “When did the accident happen?”  The man replied, “The accident happened around 4:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoon.”  When I had talked to Rebekah, neither of us knew that she would only have 24 hours left on this earth.  I was immediately convicted of my discontentment and how I had complained all day about my schedule and the late shuttle.  I’m thankful that the Lord was able to use me in spite of my discontentment.  He had a plan, and He knew what was going to happen.  If I had not been reading that book when she sat beside me, I may not have had the opportunity to witness to her.

Oh, how God wants to use you and me to be soul winners and tell others about Jesus!  We never know if someone out there is within 24 hours of dying and going out into all eternity.  God wants you to be a soul winner and tell them about Jesus.  Oh, let’s tell others about Jesus!

Now, listen to me very carefully.  A preacher in Kentucky had a man call him on the phone.  He said to him, “I’ve got to see you today.  My son was hit by lightning and died.”  Now, of course, the preacher went there, and the man said, “I know who you are.  I’ve listened to you every Sunday night on the radio.  Let me tell you my story.  Years ago, God called me to preach or to be a soul winner, but I ran away from God.  I lost my wife.  She left me.  I messed my life up and did time in the penitentiary.  I told God, ‘If You get me out of here, I will preach for you or be a soul winner.’  But when I got out, I didn’t keep my promise.  My son was out fishing, and lightning struck him, and he was killed.  When they brought his body back and put it in the casket, I looked at him.  I looked at my boy and held his hand.  It was like ice.  All of the sudden, it was though the bottom of the casket dropped out, and I saw my son in flames, lifting his hands to me, begging for water.  I ran to the kitchen, got a bucket of water and a dipper, and actually poured it on the body of my son.  The men standing by had to pull me off of him and hold me back.  My son is in hell!  My son is in hell, because I didn’t obey God’s call on my life!”  Then he said to me, “Please tell the people on your broadcast.  Please tell people everywhere – Obey God!  Obey God!  Be a soul winner!  Tell others about Jesus!”

Listen to me.  Jesus gave His life for us, so why don’t we give our lives to be soul winners to tell others about Jesus?  Who would say today, “I want to be a soul winner.  I want to tell others about Jesus.”?  Lift up your hand.  My hand is up.  I want to spend my life telling others about Jesus.  I want to be a soul winner and tell others about Jesus.  So if you want to be a soul winner, lift up your hand.  

Right now, you come and stand with me.  Hey, you want to be a soul winner?  You come right now.  Oh, if I were a Christian and I were in my seat right now, I’d be ashamed.  You come right now.  You come.  Oh, you come right now.  Say, “God, help me to be a soul winner.  Help me to be a soul winner.”  Let’s pray right now and ask God to help us to be soul winners and tell others about Jesus.  

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
