Visual – Cross and big red heart, with “God Loves You”
“Do You Understand Love?”

(To the lost)
Well, it is sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Matthew chapter 22 verse number 35. Matthew chapter 22 verse number 35. Let me give you a little background. In this story we have a certain lawyer who was going to Jesus. The lawyer was asking Jesus what is the great commandment in all God's law. Then Jesus responded and gave him the answer. The Bible says in Matthew 22:35, “Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. (Matthew 22:35-40)

I want to speak to you today on the subject "Do You Understand Love?" or, “What is love all about?” You know, each and every person that is living needs to be loved. You are searching for love in your life. So what is love all about? Do you understand it? What is true love? 

Let’s have a word of prayer. “Oh, God, there are so many people that feel like everything is against them. They feel like nobody is loving them. God, You love them and care about them. I pray that You would help them understand what love is all about and how much You love them. In Jesus' name, Amen.”

Oh, my friends, each and every one of us has two desires in life: a desire to love and a desire to be loved. The Bible says, “For God is love.” (I John 4:8b) God loves us and cares about us even when everything is against us. 

An atheist challenged God to strike him dead in five minutes. When five minutes passed and he was still alive, he scoffingly said to those about, "What did I tell you? There is no God." 

A woman standing nearby asked him this: "Sir, have you any children?" 

"Yes. Why?"

"If one of them handed you a knife and said, ‘Daddy, kill me!’ would you do it?"

"Why, no," replied the astonished man. "I love them too much to do that." 

"Oh," she said, "That is exactly why God did not strike you dead a few moments ago. He loves you so much."

The Bible says “But God commendeth {or shows} his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Hey, God demonstrates His love to us in the fact that Jesus loves us so much that He died to save us from Hell and give us a home in Heaven. God loves you too much to just abandon you. God wants to reach out to you. Oh, God loves you so much.

A young man grew up in a home where there was a lot of fussing and fighting and his parents got divorced when he was 15 years of age. He felt like nobody cared about him. Why were these things happening to him? But Somebody loved him. Somebody changed his life. Jesus Christ completely changed his life. Jesus loved that boy when nobody else loved him. And that boy is standing before you today. I felt like nobody loved me. I felt like nobody cared about me. I didn't want to live, but Somebody changed my life.  Jesus loved me when nobody else loved me. Let me tell you today. God loves you, for God is love. Jesus died for you so that you could be with Him forever and ever. Oh, God loves you so much.

Someone described love as an intense affection and concern for another person. I believe that we can define it like this, a sacrificial choice for the benefit of another. There is no greater love, than that Jesus loved us and died for us to save us from Hell and give us a home in Heaven. I say unto you, God loves you, my friend. God loves you. I said, God loves you.

Now, each and every one of us is called to love God, to love others, and to love ourselves, for God is love. Hey, we are called to love God. As Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” (Matthew 22:37) Therefore, love is a command. Jesus said, If you love me you will keep my commands. We need to obey what God would have us do with our lives. We need to love God. Love is not just a feeling. So many people think that love is just a feeling, an emotion. Hollywood teaches that. But that’s not what real love is. Real love is making a choice. Love is a command given by God and we must obey. Oh, love is a choice and we must choose to obey God and love other people. 

You say, “I don't love her anymore. She has done all this and that.” Hey, that is not what the Bible teaches about love. The Bible says that love is a command, and therefore to love is a choice. Oh, will you choose to love others? 

The Bible says, “Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Romans 13:8-10)

Oh, my friends, we are called to love God with all of our hearts, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourself. Oh, are we loving God with all of our heart, soul, and mind, and strength? My friend, have we loved God with our time? We are so busy watching TV and we have got time for everything but God. We need to love God with our time. 

We need to love God with our talent. Oh, God has given you talents and abilities and given you your very life. Are you giving your life and your talents and your abilities to the Lord? Are you loving God with your treasure? The Bible says, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21) Oh, we need to love God with our time, our talent, and our treasure. Oh, are you loving God with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength?  
My friends, God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. Look at your fingerprint if you would. Did you know that you are the only one that has that fingerprint? What am I trying to say? You are special to God. God loves you. I said, God loves you. God loves you and has a plan for your life. God says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Oh, never forget this: Jesus died for you. I said, Jesus died for you. Oh, Jesus died for you because He loves you. The Bible says “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

Oh, the greatest demonstration of love is the cross. The Bible says, “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” (I John 3:16) Oh, there is no greater demonstration of love than someone giving their life for someone else. By the way, that is how much Jesus loves you that He gave His life for you. “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 

God was demonstrating and showing His love toward you when He went to the cross and He suffered and He bled and He died. You know, when you think of what Jesus went through on the cross and that demonstration of love, it would be very interesting to know what He said at that moment, wouldn't it? Well, the Bible does tell us some of the things that Jesus said. There are like seven sayings of Jesus while He was on the cross. 

His first saying is recorded in Luke 23:34, which he said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Can you imagine? These people were casting lots for His garments, and they put Him on that cross, and He was suffering and bleeding and dying, and He cried out, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” I don't know what you have done, but Jesus suffered and He bled and He died for you. And He is crying out, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 

Oh, His second statement is Luke 23:43, which says, “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Let me give you the background of what had happened. There were two thieves beside Jesus. One of the thieves was reviling Jesus and saying things that he shouldn't, and the other guy said, “Shut up. We deserve to be in this situation. We are wicked people, but this man hath done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” That is where Jesus responded and says, “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Oh, Jesus said, “You trust in Me, I am going to take you to a place of no more hurt, pain, or sorrow. A place called paradise.” 

The third saying Jesus said on the cross was “Woman, behold thy son!” and to the disciple, “Behold thy mother,” in John 19:26-27. Hey, Jesus saw His mom there and He knew that she would be left alone. Jesus knew that somebody needed to take care of her. So Jesus told that disciple to take care of His mother. Oh, Jesus wanted to take care of His mom. Listen to me. I don't know what has happened in your life, but Jesus cares for you and He loves you and He wants to take care of you.

Oh, I am reminded of Jesus' fourth saying. which he said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Oh, have you felt forsaken? Have you felt like nobody loves you and cares about you? Everybody has gone astray from you. Oh, Jesus understands that and He loves you. Jesus suffered and He bled and He died to forgive you. Jesus understands. I don't understand but Jesus does understand. I believe when Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, at that moment He was experiencing our hell and all of our sins were being placed upon Him, and He willingly suffered and He bled and He died to forgive you of your sins and to save you from hell. Jesus loves you. Jesus loves you. Oh, Jesus died for you. 

The fifth saying that Jesus said, “I thirst.” Oh, my friends, you go through life and you are thirsting after something. All of you have this void in your life and you are trying fill it and you want something to fill it and you are hungering after something. Jesus said, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger.” (John 6:35) Jesus said, “I will feed that hunger that you have in your life.” Jesus said, “I am the water of life if you are thirsty.” Like a person that is thirsty, saying, “I have got to have help. Somebody give me a drink of water.” That is the way that it is with us. We are desperate. We are on our way to hell. We are desperate to have somebody help us. Jesus says, “Hey, I will satisfy that need and I understand what you went through because I was on the cross and I suffered and I bled and I died for you.” Jesus said, “I thirst.” Hey, Jesus went through that for you so that you could go to Heaven.” 

Oh, I think of Jesus' sixth statement which is, “It is finished.” That Greek word is Tetelesti, which means paid in full. When Jesus said that statement, “It is finished,” He was saying, “Hey, I paid the price to set you free. I shed My blood to forgive you of all my sins. Hey, it is done. I am paying the price so that you can go to heaven.” 

Oh, my friends, I am reminded of a boy who was in a courtroom and he had committed all kinds of crimes. The judge said, “You are guilty, and you have to pay the fine.” But the story goes that the judge got up and walked down there, and he paid the boy’s fine. People were wondering what was going on. Later they found out that the judge was the father of that son. Oh, as a just judge, he had to say, “You are guilty and you have to pay the fine,” but he loved that boy so much that he went down and paid the fine for him so that he could be set free. That is exactly what Jesus did for us. Jesus loved us and He saw that we were sinners and we deserved to go to hell so He went to that cross. When He said, “It is paid in full,” He was saying, “I paid the price to save you from hell and to take you heaven,” Wooh! It is paid in full. Jesus wants to take you to heaven, my friend. 

Jesus final statement was this, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46) Jesus had done everything that He was supposed to do. Jesus was saying, “Heavenly Father, You loved me so much that You sent Me into this world to die right now, and right now I am giving it all to You. I am dying to save these people from hell and take them to heaven someday.” 

Oh, it would be so great for you to say, “Lord, I give my life to you. You died for me. You gave your life for me. Lord, I commend my spirit in your hands. I give my life to you.” Oh, give your life to Jesus Christ. 

When I think of Jesus’ sayings on the cross, I think about how much He loved the Father and how much he loved others that He was willing to give His life to redeem us and to save us from hell and to take us to heaven. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Oh, Jesus was saying, “I am the Way to take you to heaven someday.” Jesus loves us so much! 

Hey “Jesus, let me ask You a question. Why did You suffer and bleed and die? Why did You let them rip Your back open and whip You and hit you and hit You and hit You? Why did You suffer and bleed and die?” I can see Jesus looking from heaven and saying, “Because I love these folks. I love you. I love you.” Oh, Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you. Jesus wants to take you to heaven.

If God loved us that much, shouldn't we love other people? Love is an action. We need to start showing love to other people. Oh, my friends, each and every one of us is called to love God, to love others, and to love ourselves, for God is love. Only God can bring this love in your life. You need God in your life. 

My friends, Jesus loves you more than you could ever imagine. I'm reminded of a story of a little boy who wanted a puppy so bad. One day he went home and said to his dad, "Daddy, I want a puppy. I want a puppy."

His father said, "Son, we can't afford it. Money is very tight right now. We can't afford to have a puppy."

So the father convinced the son that day. But one day the boy was at school and playing with some of the other kids, and he heard the news that there was a farmer out in the country that had puppies and they were for free. When he got home that day he said, "Daddy, Daddy, guess what I heard today in school!'

His daddy said, "What did you hear, son?"

The boy said, "I heard that there is a farmer out in the country and he is giving away free puppies. Daddy, they are free. Oh, Daddy, let me have a puppy. Oh, Daddy, I want a puppy."

Well, after the son begged his father like that, the father said, "Okay, we will get you a puppy."

They got in their pickup truck and they drove out into the country. All of a sudden, they got out to the farm where the farmer had all of the puppies. Now, when they got there, the boy was so excited. He got out of the truck and started walking to the dog pen where all of the dogs and the puppies were. All of a sudden, all these puppies came running out of the pen door toward the boy. Now, the boy was there in the midst of all the puppies, and they were jumping all over him. Then, all a sudden, the boy noticed a puppy coming out of the pen and it was just stumbling everywhere. It was the runt of the litter, the smallest puppy. It was just struggling to get to where the little boy was. When he got near where the little boy was, the little boy reached down and picked up the puppy and said, "Farmer, this is the puppy that I want. I want this puppy."

"Oh," the farmer said, "This puppy is not going to be a good puppy for you. He is the runt of the litter.  He can't run very well. He won't be able to play with you. Son, he won't be as good as the other puppies for you. You need one of the other ones."

Then, all of a sudden, the boy began to pull up his pants leg. As he pulled up his pants leg, it was revealed that he had a wooden leg. The little boy looked up at the farmer and said, "Sir, I can't run very fast, and I can't play with the other kids because I have a wooden leg. I can't do this or that and this little puppy needs someone who understands him and loves him and cares for him. I want this puppy."

Oh, my friends, that is how it is with Jesus Christ. Jesus loves and cares for us when nobody else does. I don't know what your burdens and heartaches are. Oh, I don't know what you are going through, but Jesus said, “I love you and I care for you and I want you just like you are. I want you. You are special to Me. I will take you with all of your problems and all of the things that are coming against you. I want to receive you right now.” Oh, Jesus loves you and he wants to receive you. 
Oh, think of what Jesus went through for you. Think of how they took that whip, those Roman soldiers and whipped his back over and over again. Why did Jesus go through that? For you. Oh, think of how they put the crown of thorns on His head and the blood came down His face. Earlier they put a blindfold over His face and they hit Him in the face and they said, “Who hit You, Jesus?” The Bible says that they spit in His face and they plucked out His beard. They put Jesus on the cross and they drove spikes into His hands and His feet. They picked up that ole rugged cross and dropped it. Oh, Jesus hung there, and He suffered and He bled and He died for you. 

That is how special you are to Jesus. Jesus died for you. Don't you ever think that you are not special. You are a somebody. Jesus loves you and cares for you. Jesus gave His life for you.
Right now, I want you to make the greatest decision of your whole life and say, “Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from hell and take me to heaven someday.” Right now, you receive Jesus.

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 

