Listen to the Warning

Well, it's sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you today, so I want you to listen to me very carefully.  Open your Bibles with me to Hebrews chapter 11, Hebrews chapter 11 and verse number 7. Again the passage is Hebrews chapter 11, and verse number 7. If you have found your place in the Word of God, would you please stand for the reading of God's Word?  The Bible says in Hebrews chapter 11 and verse number 7, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” 
Now we all know the story of Noah, how God told Noah that He was going to flood the whole earth because the people were evil, wicked, and didn't love God and didn't care for God and didn't care for His ways.  So God told Noah that He was going to destroy the whole world with a flood.  Now Noah took the warning that God gave him, and he prepared and ark to the saving of himself and his family.  Now, of course, Noah was a preacher of righteousness, and as he built the ark he would probably preach to the people.  But the people just laughed at Noah and laughed at the message of God and didn't care for it.  However, Noah was faithful to warn the people.  They had their chance, but they rejected what Noah preached.  You know, we all need to listen to the warning.  Noah listened to the warning and received salvation, but the majority of the people did not listen to the warning and received destruction.  I want to speak to you today on the subject, “Listen to the Warning.” “Listen to the Warning.” 
Let’s have a word of prayer.  “Dear Lord Jesus, You’ve given us so many warnings in Scripture and throughout history.  You've told us that we need to prepare for all eternity.  Oh, God, we only live down here a little time, and then there is all eternity.  Help us to prepare.  Help us to be a people prepared in life.  Help us to listen to the warning You have given us.  Lord, as I stand here today, I'm just warning people.  I'm just crying out, “Listen to the warning!  Listen to the warning that God has for us.”  Oh, God, speak to hearts and change lives.  Help each and every person to listen.  If someone doesn't know Christ as their Saviour, may this be the greatest day in their life as they receive Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour.  In Jesus’ name we pray.”  Amen. 
In May of 1984, National Geographic showed through colored photos and drawings, the swift and terrible destruction that wiped out two Roman cities in 79 B.C.. The explosion of Mount Vesuvius was so sudden, the residents were killed while in their routine.  Men and women were at the market, the rich in their luxurious baths, slaves at toil.  They died amid volcanic ash and super heated gases.  Even family pets suffered the same quick and final fate.  It takes little imagination to picture the panic of the terrible day.  The saddest part is that these people did not have to die.  Scientists confirm what ancient Roman writers recorded – weeks of rumblings and shakings preceded the actual explosion.  Smoke was clearly visible from the mountain days before the eruption.  If only they had been able to read and respond to the volcano’s warning! 
There are similar rumblings in the world today – warfare, earthquakes, nuclear threat, economic woes, breakdown of family and moral standards.  While not exactly new, these things do point to the coming day of the judgment. God said that these things would come about.  People need to be not caught unprepared.  God warns and provides an escape through Jesus Christ to those who will heed the warning.   Listen to me.   We need to listen to the warning. 
I have several signs with me today.  One reads “Danger, bridge out.”  Maybe sometime you've been riding down a road with your family and you come to a sign which reads like this one.  Beside this sign would be another sign reading like this one, “Detour. Detour,” with an arrow pointing which way to go.  Now, whoever was driving the car would not continue to go down the road where the bridge had been torn out.  If you drove over a place where there was no longer a bridge, you would drop down through a hole, possibly to your death.  We are all glad when someone warns us about a danger so we can stay away from it, aren't we?  I'm sure glad when someone warns me about a danger.  Whoever would have been driving a car would have turned away to the detour that pointed how you could get away from the danger.  We need to look for the detour.  We need to notice that sign that says, “Danger; the bridge is out.” And we also need to look for the detour.  My friends, in life we have many signs telling us and warning us about the future.  God has given us His warning in Bible, and we need to listen to this warning.  But God also gives us the detour.  He gives us a way of escape.  He gives us a way out.  I'll talk to you little bit more about that as we go along.  However, today I'm just like that person with the sign saying, “The bridge is out.”  I'm putting up a warning to you.  The warning is, there is a real place called Hell.  The Bible says, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”  (Psalm 9:17) Listen to me, there really is a place called Hell.  There really is a place of eternal judgment.  There really is a place of everlasting fire.  There really is a place of everlasting darkness.  There really is a place of torment where people will suffer and burn forever and ever and ever.  Sometimes while witnessing I meet people who deny there's a hell.  They say, “The only Hell there is is the hell that we have on earth.”  Well, my friends, I believe that many people say that there is no hell because of fear.  They are afraid that if they admit that there is a hell, then they have to admit the reality that they are probably going to hell.  They are afraid of hell.  They are afraid to deal with its reality.  Sometimes just to try to make them think a little bit, I'll say to them, “Suppose I'm wrong.  There's no heaven and no hell.  Now, I believe there is a heaven and a hell, but suppose I'm wrong.  There is no heaven.  There is no hell. Then, what happens after we die?” They say, “Well, you’ll just be put in the ground and that will be it,” or something like that.  But then I say to them, “Let me ask you a question.  What if there is a heaven?  What if there is a hell?  What if there is a person named Jesus Christ, Who died to save us from hell and give us a home in heaven?  What if there is a hell? Where would you go?  Now, I don't lose anything believing what I do, and if you are right, then I just go in the ground.  If I'm right, I'm going to Heaven someday because I'm trusting in Jesus to take me to heaven.  By the way, if you are right you don't really gain anything.  But if you are wrong, and there is a hell, then you will go there and you will burn forever.  Think about that.  Think about that.”  Oh, we need to think about the reality of hell.
Look at this picture of Hell.  Listen to me.  The Bible says, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”  (Revelation 20:14,15)  Imagine if you were falling in a hole and you kept falling and falling and falling and falling.  Well, that's kind of a picture of Hell.  You will suffer for all eternity – forever and ever and ever and ever.  Oh, my friends, hell is real.  And I have to do something to warn people.  And you’ve got to do something to warn people.  Hey, listen to me.  I'm warning you – don't go to hell. 
My friends, imagine if there were a burning house and you knew a family was in there.  There's a dad, mom, and children inside.  The house is in flames.  Now, you would do all you could to help those folks.  You would throw a rock through the window.  You would kick the door in.  You would beat on the door.  You would pull them out.  You didn't care what they thought.  You would pull them out because you wanted to help them.  My friends, I believe there is a real hell.  I'd be wrong and I’d be unjust and it wouldn't be right if I didn't do all I could to warn people not to go to hell.  And the only way we can do it is to tell them about Jesus Christ.  Oh, there is a place called Hell.  Hey, listen to me.  God doesn't want anybody to go to hell.  God wants us to go to Heaven. Hey, nothing is worth going to hell for.  Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)  The Bible says that life is short and brief.  “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.”  (Proverbs 27:1)  The Bible says, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  (James 4:14)  The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”  (Hebrews 9:27) Listen to me, are you prepared to die?  Are you prepared for the judgment?  Hey, are you prepared as the Bible says, “Prepare to meet thy God.”  (Amos 4:7c)  Oh, my friend, are you prepared to stand before the Almighty God? 
Listen to me.  I want to answer three questions for you today about hell.  The first question is, What is hell like? What is hell like? Think about it – Hell. The most startling reality in the universe.  Have you ever wondered why it is an often-used curse word?  The devil tries to minimize its reality.  Have you ever wondered why you lack compassion and do not care for the souls of men as you ought?  What causes it?  We forget what actually awaits a person who dies without Christ.  We need a reminder, my friend.  Notice the Bible says that there is a real place called hell.  Therefore we need to do all we can to reach others for Christ. The Bible says, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”  (Psalm 9:17)  The Bible says hell is a lake of fire.  It’s a horrible tempest.  It's a bottomless pit.  It's a place of sorrows.  It's a place where they wail.  It's a place of weeping.  The Bible says it's a place of torment, a place of filthiness where they curse.  A place of outer darkness where they have no rest.  A place where people pray, “Help, Help” but there is no answer to prayer.  A place where they scream for mercy.  A place of everlasting punishment.  A place where they gnaw their tongues.  A place where there is blackness and darkness forever.  A place prepared for the Devil and his angels.  A place where they beg for one drop of water.  A place where their breath will be a living flame.  A place where they will be tormented with fire.  A place where they will be tormented with brimstone.  A place where there will be liars, whoremongers, and evil people.  A place where they do not want their loved ones to come.  A place where the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.  The Bible says that hell is a real place.  The Bible says, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”  (Revelation 21:8) 
Now, Jesus spoke a whole lot about hell because He doesn't want anybody to go to hell.  Jesus said it would be better for you to pluck your eyes out as for you to go hell.  He said it would be better for you to cut your hands off as to go to hell.  He said it would be better for you to cut your feet off as to go to hell.  Is Jesus saying we should pluck our eyes out, cut our hands off, and cut our feet off in order to prevent from going to hell?  No, I think we are missing the point.  Jesus is saying, “Don't let anything keep you from trusting in Me to get you to heaven.”  Jesus is the Way to heaven. Hey, don't go to hell.  It ain't worth it.  You'll suffer for all eternity. 
Listen to me.  Jesus told a story about two men.  One man was a rich man.  The other man was a poor man named Lazarus.  This rich man had all that you can imagine.  He had the nice home.  He had the nice food.  He had the nice clothes, if you will.  He had all the luxuries this world could offer him.  And this man Lazarus was a poor man. He cried out for help and for food.  He was full of sores, and he just lay by the wayside, begging for help.  Now, these two men one day died.  Lazarus died and went to a place of no more hurt, pain, or sorrow – a wonderful place.  But the rich man also died, and he went to a place of torments.  The Bible says, “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.”  (Luke 16:23-24)  And Abraham said to him, “In your lifetime you received the good things and Lazarus the bad things, but he decided to trust in the Lord and he is here.  You decided to reject the Lord and you are where you’re at – in hell.  There's no help for you.”  Well, the man said, “I have brothers.  Somebody needs to go and tell my family not to come to this place.”  Listen to me.  There are cries from hell saying, “Go tell my mom not to come to this place! Go tell my dad not to come to this place!  Go tell my children, go tell my friends, and go tell my family!  Go tell people all over the world not to come to this place!  It's real, and I'm suffering forever and ever and ever and ever! Help me! Help me!”  But there is no help.  Oh, Jesus spoke of a real place called hell. 
My friends, another question we need to ask is, Why do people go to hell?  Well, let me say this, because of their sins.  The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”  (Romans 3:23)  All of us have committed sin.  “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:”  (Romans 3:10) As the Bible says, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”  (Romans 5:12)  We all have a sin nature.  We all have committed sin.  The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23a)  Hey, we deserve death and punishment for our sins. The Bible says, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”  (James 4:17)  Man, we are all guilty of sin – every single one of us – and we deserve to go to hell.  What is sin?  Well, it is lying.  It's cursing.  It's hatred.  It's pride.  It's lust.  It's ungodliness.  It's gossip, and much more.  You are a sinner, my friend.  Are you putting God first in your heart and in your life?  Jesus said that we should “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, and strength.”  (Matthew 22:37)  Are you loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength?  We need to love God with everything we have.  We need to put God first in our lives.  Are you putting God first?  You say, “Well, I'm a pretty good person.”  Oh, really?  The Bible says we all sin through word, thought, or deed, and probably every day.  Jesus said if you looked at a woman through lust you have already committed adultery.  Jesus said if you have hatred in your heart to your brother you have already committed murder.  We are all guilty of sin.  Imagine if you were only to sin one time a day through word, thought, or deed. That would be a pretty good person.  But you figure that up.  How much is that in a week?  That's seven sins.  How much is that in a month?  Well, it's about thirty-one.  How many sins is that in a year?  That's three hundred sixty-five sins in a year.  How many sins is that in ten years?  That's about 3,650.  Let me ask you a question.  What would happen if somebody after ten years went into a court of law and said, “I have 3,650 sins or crimes.  What are you going to do, judge?”  Well, the judge is going to throw him in the jail or under the jail, right?  We're all in trouble.  We are all guilty of sin.  Man, you and I are guilty of sin.  But people don't go to hell just because of their sin.  They go to hell because they haven't received Christ or they have rejected Christ.  Jesus is the way to heaven.  Jesus died to forgive you of your sins.  And just because you are a sinner, that doesn't automatically doom you to hell.  If you will trust Christ then you can be saved from hell and go to heaven. Jesus said that he would save you if you would trust Him.  I beg of you, trust in Jesus to save you today.  Jesus is willing to do it if you will put your trust in Him. 
One day a friend said to a well known judge, “I understand you and your wife are going to be separated.” 

“How dare you say such a thing!?” shouted the judge, his face filled with anger. “My wife and I love each other very much.” 
“Is that so?” replied the friend, “Well, I've heard from your doctor that she has only a short time to live, and since I know she is a Christian, she will go to be with her Lord.  Where are you going when you die?”

The judge stood awhile, quietly thinking.  His face began to pale as the words took affect.  He cried, “My God, save me! All these years I have turned away from Thee. Forgive me, O God, and save me right now!” God answered that prayer. 
A young woman, dying, said to her father, “Father, why did you not tell me there was such a place?”

“What place?” the father replied. 
“Hell!” she said. 
He said, “Jenny, there is no such place. God is merciful; there will be no future suffering.” 
She said, “I know better, daddy. My feet are slipping into hell at this moment! I'm lost! Why did you not tell me there was such a place called hell?”

Oh, my friends, hell is real. Oh, we have got to reach people before it's too late. 
A preacher tells a story of a chemist who worked with a chemical which exploded and burned upon exposure to water.  He snuck some home one day.  Weeks later, while the party was dying down in his home, he took the chemical out of his drawer.  He figured it would liven up the party.  He sprinkled a little bit of it on the wet sink.  It popped loudly and smoke went everywhere.  It was a huge hit.  Everybody liked it.  In a drunken stupor he walked into the next room with the chemical in his hands. He tripped over the toilet, and the chemical went into the water.  A loud explosion, BAM, occurred and the chemical splashed on his face and upper body.  He was rushed to a burn unit of a nearby hospital.  The nurses did not realize that the chemical caught on fire with moisture and put a wet washcloth on his forehead.  A flame shot up three feet into the air! The man began to perspire. Little blue flames of fire covered his body! As the man lay there, literally being burned alive, he was heard screaming, “I'm in hell! I'm in hell! I'm in hell!”  This is just a brief picture of the agony of hell, my friends. 
One of the words Jesus used in the New Testament for hell was Gehenna.  It was a Jewish garbage dump outside of Jerusalem.  It was where the criminals were also dumped after execution.  The fire was always burning and worms covered the bodies as the stench of human flesh filled the air.  No wonder Jesus said it was a place where the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.  He was saying that Gehenna reminded him of hell.  Oh, hell is real, my friend.  Don't go to hell. 
One day a preacher was preaching in a church.  And he was preaching about heaven and hell and Jesus.  And there was a scoffer in the crowd that day about three rows back on the right side of the preacher.  Of course, the preacher was preaching about Jesus, but the scoffer was laughing throughout all of the preaching.  The preacher said, “Hey, don't do that, son.  I care about you.  I love you, and I don't want to see you go to hell.  I want you to trust in Jesus and go to heaven.”  But the guy just kept on laughing and making fun of the preacher. 
Well, they got to the end of the service and, all of a sudden, this scoffer jumped to his feet and he said, “Hey, Preacher!  Hey, Preacher!  How far is it from here to hell?  Ha, ha, ha!” and he laughed as he walked out the back door. 
Well, after the service that night, the pastor and the preacher got into their vehicles and went to a nearby restaurant to get a bite to eat.  All of a sudden, someone came running into the restaurant and said, “There's been an accident!  There's been an accident!  Somebody help!”  Well, the pastor and the preacher got in their car and they drove to the scene of the accident.  As they got out, they saw a car caught on fire, burning, and in flames.  As they got closer to this burning car they could hear this cry from that burning car: “Tell that preacher I'm sorry!  Tell that preacher I'm sorry!  Tell that preacher …” and the voice ended right there.  That boy died and went out into eternity.  My friends, they measured the distance from the church to the scene of the accident.  It was only three miles.  Remember that mocker, that boy, got up and said, “Hey, Preacher, how far is it from here to hell?”  And it was only three miles until he stepped out into eternity and probably to a place called hell.   It was only three miles until he went to hell. 
Listen to me very carefully.  You're not guaranteed tomorrow.  You can leave this place and you can die and go into hell and burn forever and ever and ever and ever and ever.  Hey, don't leave this place without Jesus.  Jesus wants to save you today. 
I'm reminded of a story I heard of a lady who had such a compassion for her mother.  Her mother grew up in a religion where they worshipped statues, and she was trusting in her good works and different things – going to church and things like that to get her to Heaven.  She wasn't trusting in Jesus.  This daughter had such a burden to get the gospel to her mother.  But as she would try to approach her mother, her family members, and her sisters, wouldn't let her in, saying, “Don’t bring this Jesus garbage around here.  Don't bring this religion stuff around here. Mama's a good person.  Mama went to church.  She did good things.  Don't bring this stuff in here.”  And she tried her best to get in and talk to her mama, but her sisters wouldn't let her in.  Well, finally the mom was on her deathbed, and she was laying there.  All of a sudden, she cried out and said, “I'm burning!  I'm burning!  Help!  Help!  I'm burning!  I'm burning!  Help!  Help!”  And she went off into all eternity. 
My friends, where would you go if you were to die right now?  Would you go to a place called hell?  Would you burn forever and ever and ever?  Oh, don't go to hell.  I beg of you, I'm warning you, don't go to hell.  Jesus wants to save you.  Listen to me.  That brings me to our next question.  How do we escape Hell?  It’s very simple – trust in Jesus as your only way to heaven.  Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  The Bible says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  (II Corinthians 5:21)  Jesus Christ became sin for us.  The Bible says, “and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  (Isaiah 53:6c)  All our sins, I don't care what you have done, I don't care what you've said or what you thought or any action you've done, it was placed on Jesus Christ.  Jesus died to forgive you of your sins so that you could go to heaven.  Jesus died for all our sins, and Jesus is the only way to heaven.  Listen to me.  You can't go to heaven by going to church, or doing good works or by being baptized or doing the best you can.  You need Jesus Christ.  I needed Jesus Christ, and I asked Him to save me and take me to heaven, and He answered that prayer.  The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31)  Oh, I'm so glad that one day I came to the realization that I needed Jesus.  I was telling the preacher, “I can't live the Christian life; I can't do enough good things.”  And he said, “You know, you can’t do it. You need Jesus Christ. Only Jesus Christ can save you from hell and take you to heaven. That's why he is the Saviour.  A Saviour is someone who rescues someone who can't do anything for themselves.” 
It's kind of like this.  Imagine you were out in the Pacific Ocean.  You were out there and you were fishing away.  All of sudden your boat sprang a leak and you are trying to do all you can to plug that hole in the boat.  It’s just filling full of water and you realize, wait a minute, I'm going to drown.  You forgot to bring a life jacket with you, so you jump out of the boat and you start swimming toward shore.  You swim and you swim, but it is just too far away.  All of sudden you just stop and you are keeping your self afloat and you realize in just a few moments you are going to die.  You are going to drown.  But all of sudden you see a boat about 15 to 20 yards away.  What would you do?  You would call out, “Help, save me!” wouldn’t you?  You wouldn't care what anybody thought.  You just knew that that boat was there and they could save you and they could help you. 
Listen to me, my friends.  That’s a picture of salvation. That's a picture of our condition.  We're all in this ocean of sin.  Every one of us has done wrong things, and that sin will drown us.  It will take us to a place called hell.  The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23a)  “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14)  See, that sin will take us to hell.  Now, that boat represents Christ.  Christ has the credentials to save you.  He died on the cross to forgive you of your sins and save you from hell and take you to heaven.  All you have to do is cry out saying, “Jesus, save me!”  That's why the Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)  One day I said, “Jesus, please come into my heart.  Forgive me of my sins, save me from hell, and take me to heaven some day.”  And that was the greatest day of my life because Jesus came to live within my heart.  Oh, my friends, there is nothing worth going to hell for.  Jesus wants to save you today.  I want you to make the greatest decision of your whole life.  I want you to ask Jesus to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven.  Oh, I want you to ask Jesus to save you from hell. 
Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
Who would say today, “Right now, I want Jesus to come into my heart to save me.  I don't want to go to hell.  I want to go to heaven some day.  I want Jesus to come into my heart to save me from hell and take me to heaven.”  Who would say, “I'm asking Jesus to come into my heart and take me to heaven, right now.”?  Would you lift up your hand?  Lift up your hand.  God bless you.  God bless you.  God bless you. 
Right now, I'm going to ask that you pray this prayer to Jesus and say that you are trusting in Him and Him alone to take you to heaven.  Go ahead and say this after me: “Dear Lord Jesus, please come into my heart.  Forgive me of my sins.  Save me from hell and take me to heaven when I die.  Thank you, Jesus, for coming into my heart today and forever.  Amen.”  The Bible says when you trust in Jesus He is in your heart forever and ever and ever. 
With heads bowed and eyes closed, maybe you would say, “I'm still wondering. I just don't want to be scared into this.”  Listen to me, I'm not trying to just scare you, I'm trying to warn you.  Hey, what would you think of me if I didn't warn you of a bridge being out as you were driving your car down the road?  Oh, you're going down life’s road thinking you’re going to be okay.  But you don't realize the bridge is out.  Below that bridge is hell and you'll go there and burn just like that mother of that daughter cried out on her deathbed. “I'm burning!  I'm burning!  I'm in hell!  Help me!  Help me!”  Well, that’s where you will go for all eternity.  Right now I beg of you to ask Jesus into your heart.  If you’re right now asking Jesus to come into your heart, you’re saying right now, “I want Jesus to come into my heart and take me to heaven,” would you slip your hand up high?  God bless you.  God bless you.
Thank you very much.
