(Visual - Ax, hammer, shovel, trowel or something like that. )
“What Business Are You In?”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Luke chapter 2, verse number 41 through 49. Luke chapter 2, verse number 41 through 49. The Bible says in Luke chapter 2, verse number 41, “Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?” (Luke 2:41-49) 

My friends, this is a very interesting story how the parents of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, went to the feast of the Passover in Jerusalem, and on their way back, they went a day’s journey and they finally noticed that they lost Jesus. You know, I wonder sometimes if we get so busy with this or that that we’ve forgotten our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. When they discovered that Jesus was not there, they went seeking Jesus. Now, if you’ve felt like you’re not where you should be with the Lord, I would ask you to do what Mary and Joseph did. They started seeking for Jesus, and it would do us good to seek for Jesus all the days of our life. Then they found Jesus in the temple doing His Father’s business, teaching and asking questions, and all were astonished at Jesus. Jesus still amazes everybody. Then Mary said, “Where were you? We were so worried and afraid.”

Then Jesus responds, “How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?” 

Oh, my friends, there’s nothing more important than doing God’s business. God’s business is the greatest business in the world. So we need to get busy in God’s business. We need to do what God the Father would have for us to do. I want to ask you a question, and we will talk about this question today: What business are you in? Oh, what business are you in? 

Let’s pray. "Lord, help us to get in the right business, and do Your will for our lives. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen."

(Pick up visual: ax, shovel, or what have you.)
My friend, that's an important question: What business are you in? Are you in the business of making money? Oh, I’ve just got to make a lot of money in life. Are you in the business of getting fancy clothes and jewelry, and having a big home, or a beautiful mansion someday? What are you in the business of? Are you in the business of your hobbies? Just living your life for a boat, going fishing, hunting, sports, or what have you? What is your business? Are you seeking some academic achievement? “Oh, if I can just do well in my studies, in this or that. I’m seeking to be in this particular profession.” What business are you in? What do you desire to do? What do you strive to do? What are you looking to do with your life? 

Are you in the business of self-gratification? “As long as I can please myself and be happy, that’s all that matters.” Is it the business of athletics and sports? Are you seeking after those? Are you in the business of video games, and the Internet, and you’re just all caught up in the latest movies? Is your business or your focus of life entertainment? Is it fulfilling your sexual desires? What business are you in? 

Many are in the business of drugs, alcohol, and trying to find some purpose in life. See, there’s a void in each and every one’s life, and they can try to fill it with drugs, alcohol, sex, entertainment, education, finances, or whatever, but they’re still empty inside because there’s only one Person Who can fulfill our lives truly, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus created us, Jesus loves us, and Jesus has a plan for our lives. Oh, God loves you, and has a wonderful plan for your life. What business are you in? What’s the purpose of your life? Why are you here? What do you want to do with your life? Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36) There’s nothing more important than finding out what you were created to do. 

Now, who knows best for our lives, us or God? God does. Jesus knows what is best for us, and Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” (Matthew 10:39) My friends, let’s get busy in God’s business. Jesus said, “...wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?” Oh, God’s business is the greatest business in the world, so let’s get busy in God’s business. 

Queen Elizabeth asked a rich, English merchant to go on a mission for the Crown. The merchant responded saying that such a long absence would be fatal to his business. 
The queen replied, “You take care of my business, and I’ll take care of yours.” 

When he returned, he found that through the patience and care of the queen, his business had increased in volume, and he was richer than when he left.

My friends, every businessman can afford to place Christ’s interests first for the promise is clear and unmistakable, “Do Christ’s will, and He will look after your welfare.” Oh, put Jesus first, and He’ll make everything turn out okay. Let’s lift up Jesus. Let’s serve Jesus! Oh, let’s make our business to do God’s business because God’s business is the greatest business in the world. The Bible says, “...I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” (Psalms 84:10) Oh, there’s nothing better than living for Jesus. There’s nothing better than serving Jesus. Oh, let’s get busy in God's work because it’s the greatest business in the world.

I’m talking about getting involved in God’s business! The Bible says, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58) The Bible says, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9) Oh, there’s nothing better than serving the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let’s get busy for Jesus. These words sound trite and commonplace, but they should stir us to new endeavors for our Saviour. When William Carey asked God what he wanted him to do, God sent him to India, and there he labored diligently, and made an impact for Christ. Oh, be busy for Christ. Wesley rode five to seven thousand miles each year on horseback to win souls. He was busy for Christ. George Whitfield spent his days in hard preaching and fervent endeavors to bring men to Christ. He died at a comparatively young age, but he died giving his best to Christ. Oh, Jesus gave His best for us, so let’s give our best to Him. David Brainerd, affected with tuberculosis, preached night and day to win the Indians to Christ. He died a young man, but his name is still repeated today as one who had zeal and courage for the Lord. David Livingstone went into the heart of Africa, and gave his whole life to telling the natives about Christ. He was restless, impatient, and compelled by a driving devotion to give his best for Jesus. Oh, let’s give our best for Jesus. Let’s be busy for Christ. Oh, get busy in God’s business because God’s business is the greatest business in the world. 

What business are you involved in? You know, we’re only here for a little while and then there’s all eternity. My friends, the promise is that God is going to reward us when we do the right thing. Jesus said, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” (Revelation 22:12) Oh, God says, “...whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Galatians 6:7b) God’s going to reward us in Heaven when we do the right thing, and He’ll also reward us here on this earth. Let’s live for Jesus because it’s the greatest life to be lived. 

I’m talking about getting busy in God’s business in regards to soul winning. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) My friends, that’s not just the “Great Suggestion” or a good idea. That’s a command given by the King of kings and the Lord of lords to go everywhere, telling everybody, every day about Christ. Oh, the Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) See, "the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47b) That means they were soul winning every day. Oh, my friends, if we want to be Biblical Christians, we’ve got to do something every day, and go everywhere to preach to every creature about Christ. Oh, let’s tell others about Jesus every day.

Hey, there’s nothing better than living for the Lord Jesus Christ and putting Him first. One great preacher got the end of his life and was asked, “What’s the greatest thing you’ve done?”

He said, “Reaching souls for Christ.” 

Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19) If we’re following Jesus, then we’re going to reach others for Christ.  Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) If we love Jesus, then we’re going to reach others for Christ. That’s why Jesus came, is to give His life.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Oh, Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) That was Jesus' purpose, to give His life to save us from Hell. Oh, let's do all we can to reach others for Christ. 

Now, watch yourself when you’re more concerned about money than you are about the souls of men. Watch yourself when you’re more concerned about salaries than getting sinners saved. We must be concerned. We must be burdened for the lost! “Oh, God, give us compassion to reach others for Christ!” The Bible says, “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” (Jude 1:23) 

Oh, there’s a real place called Hell, and they’re crying out, “Help! Help! Help!” but there’s no help for them. They are saying, “Go tell other people not to come here, it’s a terrible place!” Oh, there are people in Hell saying, “Go tell my family not to come here! Go tell people all over the world!” Oh, let’s reach people for Christ because there’s a real place called Hell, and we’ve got to reach them before it’s too late. 

Oh, we've got to get busy in God's business of soul winning. Let’s get busy in God’s business of love. The Bible says that love never faileth. Love is the fulfilling of the Law. Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.” (Luke 10:27) We’re to love God with everything that we’ve got, and then we’re to love our neighbor as ourselves. We’re to love ourselves, realizing that we represent Jesus. 
Let me say this, God loves you! Jesus loves you! Jesus died for you! If you’d been the only person living during the time of Christ, Jesus would have died for you. Now, you go out and love someone else. Jesus told who we’re to love as our neighbors. It is anybody who’s in need, somebody who’s fallen and hurt. Jesus talked about that man who fell among thieves, and was wounded, and hurt, and how the Good Samaritan loved him, and helped him, and took care of him. And that’s what we’re to do, we’re to go help anybody who has a need, and to tell them that Jesus loves them, that Jesus cares for them, and that Jesus wants to help them. 

Oh, let’s love our families! Let’s love our parents! Let’s love leaders! Let’s love our pastors! Let’s love even our enemies. Jesus said, “...Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44) Oh, God baptizes us and fills us with His love. The Holy Spirit of God produces love in our lives so we can reach people with the Gospel.

Let’s ask God to give us His power to reach this world for Christ. Let’s ask God to give us His love so we can reach this world for Christ. Let’s ask God to give us His wisdom so we can know how to reach this world for Christ, and do it in the right ways according to His will and His way. Let’s ask God for His power, love, and wisdom to reach others for Christ. Oh, let’s get busy in God’s business because God’s business is the greatest business in the world. 

Jesus said, “...I must be about my Father's business...” and we must be about God’s business because God’s business is the greatest business in the world. The Bible says, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58) It’s not in vain when we serve God! God is paying attention and we need to realize that. 

How do we stay busy for Christ? We stand fast. Oh, we’re settled in the will of God! We’re steady in the will of God! We’re firm in the will of God! Hey, we’re content. Paul was writing in a prison cell: “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4) Oh, he said, “...for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” (Philippians 4:11) Paul was happy in Jesus because there’s nothing better than living for Jesus. And one day, Jesus will say, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” Jesus said, “And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.” (Matthew 20:27) Oh, give your life to help other people know Christ, live for Christ, and put Jesus first in their lives. Let’s live for Jesus! 

The Bible says, “...having done all, to stand.” (Ephesians 6:13) Oh, let’s stand firm in Christ. Let’s be unmoveable, immovable if you will. Let’s say, “I won’t quit on God’s will!” A great preacher said every time he got a dictionary, he scratched out the word “Quit.” He said, “I’m not going to quit on God! I’m going to live for Jesus!” What’s the difference between great preachers and those who’ve fallen by the wayside? The thing is when the going got tough, they just kept on going. They decided they were not going to quit. They were going to live for Jesus no matter what. Let’s be unmoveable. Let’s live for God no matter what. Come hell or high water, we’ll live for Jesus no matter what it costs! Let’s take up our cross daily, and be willing to suffer, and pay the price so Jesus may be glorified in all that we say and do. 

See, God’s business is the greatest business in all the world! So how do we get busy, and stay in the work? The answer is, We’re always abounding! We’re always continuing to go forward! We’re always seeking more of God’s will! 

Oh, when I played football, the coach used to say, “Darrell, give 110%. Give everything you’ve got, and then give more.” The Bible says, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might...” (Ecclesiastes 9:10) Oh, we’re to give God everything that we’ve got! We’re to love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and then do more for Him as He gives us the strength. Jesus said, “...for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5 last part) But we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us! We can only do it through God! 

Oh, let’s go forward, abounding, doing more for Jesus! The Apostle Paul said, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” (Philippians 3:13) Oh, let’s go forward! Let’s go forward! Let’s do more for Jesus because our labor is not in vain in the Lord’s sight. Oh, God’s business is the greatest business in the world. Let’s be stedfast in the Lord. Let’s be unmoveable. Let’s stay true to Jesus. Let’s always abound in what He calls to do because God’s business is the greatest business in the world. 

My friends, working hard is good for us. Evangelist D.L. Moody said, “I don’t believe a man breaks down with hard work so much as using the machinery without oil, without lubrication.” It’s not the hard work that breaks down ministers, but it’s the toil of working without power. Oh, my friends, we need God’s power. We know that we work in vain unless the Lord build the house, but God gives us the strength to work. So we need to say, “God, not by might, nor by power, but by Your spirit. Oh, Lord, give me the power to do Your work, Your way, so I can accomplish Your will.” The Bible says, “...power belongeth unto God.” (Psalms 62:11 last part) Oh, God wants to give us His power to reach this world for Christ, to make a difference with our lives! See, God will reward us if we’ll stay busy in His work, and He’ll say, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” Oh, God’s business is the greatest business in the world! 

Decide today that you’re going to get busy in God’s business of soul winning. You’re going to get busy in God’s business of prayer and Bible reading, and to love God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and strength, and to love other people! Oh, remember, don’t quit, be stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in God’s work. And remember, God will reward you for it. Oh, God’s business is the greatest business in the world, so let’s get busy in God’s business. 

Oh, never underestimate what you’re doing for Jesus. When Evangelist John Wesley was a child, there was a fire in his home. The family hurried away from the burning building, and in the excitement, the eighth child was forgotten. A neighbor climbed a short ladder and reached the child in time. That child was John Wesley, who reached multitudes for Christ. 

There would have never been a Wesley Revival if it had not been for the quick thinking of an unnamed neighbor. Oh, God used this person to rescue the child who became the famous evangelist. Hey, there’s a task for you to perform in this world. Jump at that opportunity for service. Rescue the perishing while you can. Soon it may be too late. Oh, you never know, what God can do through you. You may reach the multitudes or you may reach the next one who’ll reach the multitudes. Your life can make a difference by reaching others for Christ. 

I think of Mr. Kimball who reached D.L. Moody for Christ. He thought he messed up, that he thought he didn’t do a good job in witnessing to Moody, but later D.L. Moody became a great evangelist who reached the multitudes. Oh, never underestimate what you’re doing for Jesus. When you’re reaching others for Christ, it can make all the difference in the world. Hey, let’s get busy in God’s business which is the greatest business in the world. See, God’s business is reaching this world for Christ. God says, “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:9) Oh, Jesus said, “...lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:20) Jesus also said, “...I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5) My friends, God is with you, and He’ll help us to do His business because His business is the greatest business in the world! Oh, let’s get busy in God’s business, and reach this world for Christ, realizing that we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. Oh, let’s reach others for Jesus! 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
