The World’s Greatest Need
Well, it’s great to be here today, and I’m sure glad that God loves us, and He is always wanting to reach out to us and help us in the time of need.  What I’m going to share with you today, I believe can change your life, so listen to me very carefully.  Open your Bibles with me to Acts chapter 2, and verse number 45.  Acts 2:45.  The Bible says in Acts chapter 2 and verse 45, “And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.”  Now, this particular passage is dealing with the early Christians, and how they were so willing to meet the needs of others that they were willing to sell what they had, to sell their own possessions to reach out and help other people.  Now, that’s what the Christians have been known for throughout the centuries of meeting the needs of people.  That’s why you notice a lot of times hospitals or orphanages or places that reach out to people that are hurting are a Christian type of organization, because Christians have always tried to meet the needs of others.  One preacher said, “He who preaches to broken hearts will never lack an audience.”  Now, that should be our desire as Christians – to help other people.  So after thinking about meeting the needs of others, I thought, What is the world’s greatest need?  Have you ever thought about that?  What is the world’s greatest need?  I want to speak to you today on that subject – “The World’s Greatest Need.”  

Let’s have a word of prayer.  “Dear Lord Jesus, thank you so much for loving us.  I pray that You would speak to our hearts today.  Many people have come here today, and they’re hurting, and they don’t know what to do, and Lord, they have so many needs in their lives, and I pray that You would help them today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
What is the world’s greatest need?  Some people think their greatest need in life is their need for fame or popularity.  “Oh, if I would just be famous, and people would know who I am.  That would make me content.  That would satisfy the hungering of my soul.”  Oh, some people think, “If I had a fortune, or money, that’s what would help me, and that’s what would bring me true happiness.”  But, you know, they one time interviewed the world’s richest man at the time – Bill Gates – and they said, “Bill Gates, how does it feel to be the richest man in the world?”  He said, “Oh, I wish it were not so.  I don’t know who my true friends are.  I don’t know who really cares about me.”  My friends, fortune and fame and money won’t bring you true happiness.  Many people are trying to fill their minds full of knowledge, but they still have a void in their lives.  Some people think, “I need alcohol, or I need drugs, or I need sex to help fill this void in my life,” but they’re still empty inside.  Some folks say, “Oh, if I had that special friend – somebody who loved me and cared about me in all situations in life.”  Oh, many are looking for that special boy or that special girl – the hero, the knight in shining armor, the queen that will make you want to move mountains – they’re looking for that special person to fill that void in their lives.  Many seek after sports and want to watch or play that next football game, soccer game, boxing, martial arts, or what have you.  They’re searching and trying to fill their lives with these things, but something is missing.  Many people are watching television, and watching movies all the time, because there is something missing in their lives.  Many kids get home from school, and all they want to do is play the video games because they feel like they can conquer, do something, and have accomplishment, because they’re not really finding true purpose in life.  My friends, what is your pursuit in life?  What is your motivation?  What are your hopes and dreams and desires?  In other words, why are you here?  What is your life all about?  What is the purpose of your life?  My friends, what is our greatest need in life?  You know, we are a needy people. We need shelter, food, and water.  We need medicine when we are sick to help us get better.  Oh, we need entertainment and sports to get away from things sometimes.  We need love.  You know, each and every person has a desire to love and a desire to be loved.  Oh, how we need love!  Oh, my friends, we need attention.  Many people just want somebody to notice them.  Oh, many are searching after peace in their lives.  They’re trying to find contentment, and they try all types of religions, they try all types of vacations, they try all types of books and seminars, and they try many other types of things, trying to find peace in their lives.  Oh, they’re trying to find true fulfillment.  “What am I here for?  What’s my purpose in life?”  Oh, some of you are trying to clear your conscience.  There are so many things that you have done in the past, and you’re thinking, “If I could just get a new start!”  Some say, “If I could just sleep and rest awhile.”  But, yet, they sleep, and then they wake up, and they’re still miserable.  Oh, you’re trying to fill the void in your life with many things, but deep down inside you still feel empty.
Maybe you need to ask yourself the question, “What is my greatest need?  What do I need more than anything else in the world?  How can I have true fulfillment?”  Jesus one time said it like this:  “For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)  My friends, Jesus said, “If you get all these things in life that you think you need and you lose your own soul, what does it matter?”  Hey, we only live for a little while, and then there’s all eternity.  We’ll live for 90 years if we’re lucky, and then we’ll step out into eternity.  Now, 80 or 90 years, or whatever, is nothing compared to eternity.  Therefore, our greatest need is the need of Jesus Christ.  See, the world’s greatest need is the need of Jesus, because Jesus is the Saviour – the One Who can take us to heaven.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  (John 14:6)  Now, Jesus is the Only One Who can help you.  You’ve tried everything else in the world, and you feel empty inside.  Hey, the only Person Who can fill the void in your life is the Lord Jesus Christ.  You need a relationship with Jesus Christ.  He’s the God that created the heavens and the earth, and He wants to have a relationship with you.  You need God.  God has put that in each and every person – that void, or that wanting, that desire, that need, to have a relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.  Therefore, the world’s greatest need is to know Jesus and to receive Him.
Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:38)  I don’t know what your burdens are.  I don’t know what your heartaches are, but Jesus said, “Come to Me today, and I can help you with that.  I can set you free.”  Jesus said, “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)  Hey, you’re lost, you don’t know which way to go?  You feel like everything is against you?  Hey, Jesus is the One Who can help you today.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  (John 14:6)  You don’t know what way to go?  You don’t know what’s the truth?  You don’t know what life is really about?  Look to Jesus because He’s the way, the truth, and the life.  Hey, Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.”  (John 6:47)  Do you want to go to Heaven someday?  Man, it’s tough in this world, but imagine going through the toughness of this world, and then stepping out into a hell that will burn forever and ever?  That’s why we need Jesus, because He said that He will save us if we will trust in Him.  You need Jesus today.  Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”  (John 11:25)  Oh, Jesus promised that when we trust in Him we can go to Heaven someday – a place of no more hurt, no more pain, and no more sorrow.  Hey, we need Jesus.  That’s the world’s greatest need is the need of Jesus.
I need someone to help me, if you would, please.  Would you come and help me, sir?  Oh, my, the ugliest guy here.  I’m teasing.  I’m teasing.  Now I want you to know that this is a very needy person.  Now, many of you, as soon as you saw him walk up here, you were thinking, “That guy needs a lot of help!”  No, I’m teasing.  He’s a good guy.  But, you know, this man right here needs shelter.  He needs a place to keep him protected from the elements of the air.  You know, this man needs love.  Now, I don’t think there’s much hope for him.  I don’t know if there is a girl that desperate in the world!  No, I’m teasing.  Man, he doesn’t like this!  Hey, but, you know, this man needs peace in his life.  He struggles and he can try drugs and he can try alcohol and he can try success, but he’s not going to fill the void in his life, and he’s not going to have true peace without Jesus.  He needs fulfillment.  He needs purpose in life, and the Only One Who can give us true purpose is Jesus Christ.  He needs friends.  He needs people that will love him in the different situations.  He needs clothes.  Oh, thank the Lord that he has clothes on!  What an ugly sight that would be without them!  Oh, I’m teasing.  Now, he needs sleep.  He needs to rest.  He needs the blood that flows through his veins.  He needs the food that he eats to help give him life.  He needs water that helps keep him alive.  He needs the air that he breathes.  He is a very needy person.  And each and every one of us are just like him.  We are needy people.  And the greatest need in our lives is Jesus because there is a void in each and every person’s life, and only Jesus Christ can fill it.  Listen to me.  More than I need shelter, I need Jesus.  More than I need love, I need Jesus.  More than I need peace, I need Jesus, because He gives me peace and love and shelter.  Hey, and more than I need fulfillment, I need Jesus, because He will give me a purpose in life.  Hey, more than I need friends, I need Jesus, because He is a Friend that sticketh closer than any brother.  (Proverbs 18:24b)  My friends, Jesus is the Friend that you need.  Hey, more than you need clothes and sleep and food, you need Jesus Christ, because He’s the One Who will provide these things for you.  Hey, you need Jesus more than the blood that flows through your veins.  You need Jesus more than the breath that you breathe.  Hey, we need Jesus more than anything!  We need Jesus, because without Him, we’re in trouble.  Hey, you’re not going to live forever.  You’re going to die.  So you need to prepare for eternity.  The Bible says, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  (James 4:14)  The Bible says, “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.”  (Proverbs 27:1)  You’re not guaranteed tomorrow, my friend.  You need to prepare for all eternity.  Hey, the Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”  (Hebrews 9:27)  Once again, Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)  Oh, how we need Jesus more than anything else in the world!  Thank you very much.  Let’s give him a hand.
So, why do we need Jesus?  Because He’s the Saviour.  A Saviour is someone who rescues someone from something.  If you were to go to a swimming pool, and you’re there swimming along, and all of the sudden you start to drown, what would the lifeguard do?  He would jump in, and he would save your life.  That’s what a Saviour does – he rescues someone from harm.  And, by the way, we’re helpless in ourselves.  If you were drowning, you couldn’t do anything to save yourself.  You needed someone to help you.  We all need a Saviour.  We cannot do enough good things.  We cannot be good enough or do anything to get us to Heaven.  We need a Saviour – Jesus Christ – to save us.  You say, “Why do we need a Saviour?”  Because we’re guilty of sin.  The Bible says that there is no sin that will be allowed into Heaven.  That’s why we need Jesus.  Jesus Christ shed His blood.  He gave His life to forgive us of all our sin.  The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23)  The Bible says, “There is none righteous, no, not one.”  (Romans 3:10)  The Bible says, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  (Romans 5:12)  The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death.”  (Romans 6:23a)  I want you to notice – the Bible says that we are all guilty of sin.  I don’t care who you are – you may be the richest man here or the poorest man here, you may be the fattest man here or the skinniest man, hey, it doesn’t matter what color you are – we all are guilty of sin, and thus, we all need Jesus.  I need Jesus.  I’m sure glad that I asked Jesus to come into my heart and forgive me of my sins, because sin is not allowed into Heaven.  Jesus paid the price for all our sins when He was on the cross.  The Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all.”  When Jesus was on the cross and was dying, He died for my sins and for your sins so we could be forgiven, and if we’ll trust in that, we can go to Heaven someday.  
Why do we need Jesus?  Because there’s a penalty for sin.  As I said, the Bible says, “The wages of sin is death.”  (Romans 6:23)  And in the book of Revelation, it says, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”  (Revelation 20:14-15)   In other words, there is a penalty or a price for our sin, which is hell.  Hey, if we think we can get through life and just reject God and forget about Him, we’re in trouble.  We need Jesus Christ.  Now, listen to me.  Jesus loves you, and He died for you.  Jesus died to forgive you of all your sins and save you from hell.  Can you imagine anybody loving you any more than that, that they were willing to go to a cross where they suffered and bled and died to forgive you?  Oh, listen to me.  Jesus loves you.  Jesus loves you.  I said, Jesus loves you.  

Oh, my friends, we need Jesus more than anything else in the world.  Hey, that’s where true life comes.  Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:39)  Hey, when you know Jesus, that’s when true life begins.  Jesus said that He gives unto us life, and more abundantly.  We have true life in Jesus Christ.  There’s nothing better than knowing Jesus.  I’m sure glad that Jesus loved me when nobody else loved me.  I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me.  Why, God, were these terrible things happening in my life?  But Jesus Christ came into my life.  Jesus changed my life.  Jesus has given me a hope.  Jesus has given me a future.  Jesus has given me peace, and one day He’s going to give me a home in Heaven.  Oh, Jesus is everything to me.  I’m sure glad that Jesus loves me.  That was my greatest need in my life was to know Jesus, and that’s the greatest need in your life is to know Jesus.  
Oh, my friends, “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  (II Corinthians 6:2c)  Now is the right time to receive Jesus.  The greatest decision you could make in your life is to receive Jesus as your Saviour and trust in Him to take you to Heaven.  Don’t wait!  We’re not guaranteed tomorrow.  Oh, make the greatest decision of your life!  
On a voyage from New York to San Francisco, the steam ship the Central America sprang a leak in mid-ocean.  Another vessel, seeing her signal of distress, bore down on her.  Perceiving imminent danger, the captain of the rescue ship spoke to the Central America, “What is the problem?  What is happening?”  The ship responded and said, “We are in bad repair and are going down, but wait until morning to come help us out.”  Then came the word from the rescue ship: “Let me take you on board now!”  However, because it was night, the commander of the Central America did not like to transfer the passengers because some might be lost.  Thinking they would keep afloat for a while longer, he replied, “Lie by til morning.  Wait until the morning.”  Once again, the captain of the rescue ship called, “You’d better let me do it now.”  The answer came back, “Lie by til morning.  Wait until the morning.”  The sad part is, about an hour and a half later, the ship’s lights were missing, and no sound was heard from her.  The Central America had gone down, and all on board perished, because it was thought that they could be saved at another time.  Oh, my friends, now is the time to receive Jesus as your Saviour.  We’re not guaranteed tomorrow.  We never know when may die.  We need to be ready.  Oh, now is the time to receive Jesus!  Jesus loves you, and He wants to save you right now!
Oh, think of what Jesus went through for you.  He died for you.  Think of how they took the cat of nine tails – that whip – and those Roman soldiers whipped his back over and over and over again.  Why did Jesus go through that?  For you.  Oh, think of how they put the crown of thorns on his head, and blood came down his face.  Earlier they put a blindfold over his face and they hit Him in the face, and they said, “Who hit you, Jesus?”  The Bible says they spit in his face and they plucked out His beard.  They took Him to a place where they put him on the cross, and they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet.  And then they picked up that old rugged cross and dropped it, and Jesus hung there and He suffered and He bled and He died for you.  Jesus died for you.  That’s how special you are.  Don’t you ever think you’re not special!  Jesus gave His life for you!  You are somebody, and Jesus loves you and cares for you.  I don’t know what you’ve been through, but Jesus loves you so much that He said, “I want to spend eternity with you.  I want to take you to Heaven.  I gave My life for you.  I love you.”  
Right now Jesus is saying to you, “I want to come into your heart and give you a home in Heaven.”  Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.”  (Revelation 21:8)  Oh, Jesus Christ is knocking on your heart’s door, and He is saying, “I want to come in.  I love you.  I love you so much that I want to be with you all the time.”  Jesus says, “I want to give you peace and true fulfillment in life.  I want to take you to a wonderful place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow – a wonderful place called Heaven.”  Let me ask you – You want Jesus to come into your life and take you to Heaven someday, right?  That’s right.  Oh, Jesus died for you so you can go to Heaven!  
Right now, I want you to make the greatest decision of your whole life and say, “Jesus, come into my heart.  Forgive me of my sins and save me from hell and take me to Heaven someday.”   Right now, you receive Jesus.  

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
Who would say today, “I have already asked Jesus to come into my heart.  I know for sure that I am going to Heaven when I die”?  Lift up your hand, please.  Thank you.  You may put your hands down.

Who would say today, “Right now, I want Jesus to come into my heart to save me.  I don't want to go to hell.  I want to go to heaven some day.  I want Jesus to come into my heart to save me from hell and take me to heaven.”  Who would say, “I'm asking Jesus to come into my heart and take me to heaven, right now.”?  Would you lift up your hand?  Lift up your hand.  God bless you.  God bless you.  God bless you. 
Right now, I'm going to ask that you pray this prayer to Jesus and say that you are trusting in Him and Him alone to take you to heaven.  Go ahead and say this after me: “Dear Lord Jesus, please come into my heart.  Forgive me of my sins.  Save me from hell and take me to heaven when I die.  Thank you, Jesus, for coming into my heart today and forever.  Amen.”  Now the Bible says when you trust in Jesus, He is in your heart forever and ever and ever, and one day He will take you to a wonderful place called Heaven. 
