(Visual - Bible)
“How To Be Successful”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Joshua chapter 1, verse number 8. Joshua chapter 1, verse number 8. The Bible says in Joshua chapter 1, verse number 8, “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) 

Let me ask you a question today: Do you want to be successful? Do you want to achieve great things in life? Do you want to be prosperous? Do you want to have the best life possible? My friends, we’re all on this path of life, and we all want to be successful. That's why I want to speak to you on the subject, “How To Be Successful.” 

Let’s pray. "Lord, help us to be a success for Your glory and honor. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

Alexander Duff, the great missionary, sailed for India on the Lady Holland. His clothes, his prized possessions, his library of eight hundred volumes were all on board. Then, within a few hundred miles of India, a shipwreck occurred. The passengers were all saved, but the possessions of all the passengers were all lost at the bottom of the sea. On the seashore, Alexander Duff looked out to sea, hoping against hope that some part of his possessions might be cast up upon the shore. 

Then, they saw something—something small—floating on top of the water. Nearer and nearer it came while anxious eyes watched it. What could it be? The missionary waded into the water, and got hold of the floating object and returned. What was it? It was the Bible. 

Wow! Of all his books, of all his possessions, that single Book, the Bible, was worth saving. Alexander Duff took the rescued Bible to be a token from his Lord, and took it also to mean that this one book was worth all his books and all his possessions. 

Alexander Duff was very excited and began his career as a missionary in India. The very next day, reading from the Bible, he began his first class—a group of five boys meeting under a banyan tree. A week later, the class swelled to three hundred listeners. Then several years later, a beautiful church stood on the spot where the banyan tree had been, and one thousand students of the Gospel raised their voices in prayer and hymns to Jesus Christ. 

My friends, if we want to be truly successful in life, then we need the Bible. We need the Word of God. We need God’s Word to be truly successful in life. 

The verse we read earlier in Joshua 1:8 talks about Joshua, this man who was to take over after the great Moses had left the scene to be with the Lord. So Joshua was given the task to be a leader, to lead millions of people into the land of promise, the Promised Land. What a great task he had before him, to lead all those people, and to go in and conquer the land for the Lord, to do great and mighty exploits. So God used him in a great and mighty way, and that’s where this particular verse comes in to play, where God says, “This book of the law...” Or My Word, the Bible for us today, “...shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) 

See, the Bible is the way for success. The Bible is the solution for someone looking for success. The Bible promises success if we’ll just stay in it day and night, and we’ll observe it, and do according to what it says. 

(Visual - Pick up the Bible) My friends, if we’ll put the Lord Jesus Christ first by seeking, praying, and understanding the Word of God, then we will have success and truly make a difference in this world. Oh, we will have true success in life. We will truly be prosperous. We will have the best life possible.

The great kings of old were told in order to be successful, they needed to hear, read, and study the Word of God. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) Oh, the Word of God is all-powerful, and can make all the difference in our lives. 

Now, you may search for many things, but you need to realize what you need is God’s voice. You need God to speak to you. You need God’s counsel in the different areas of life. You need to know what is the right path to go. Now, you can only get this through the Word of God. Oh, look to the Bible for success. See, we need to come to God through His Word, trusting Him to lead us to success.  

My friends, the more we study the Word, the more God reveals His riches to us. I’m told that in a museum in Berlin is an iron egg of which the following story is told: 

Many years ago, a prince was engaged to a lovely princess. He promised to send her a magnificent gift as a testimony of his affection. In due time, the messenger arrived bringing the promised gift, an iron egg. The princess was so angry to think that the prince would just send her so valueless a present, and she threw it upon the floor. It was then that the iron egg opened, disclosing a silver lining. Surprised, she took the egg in hand, and upon examining it closely, discovered a secret spring which when touched, opened the lining. She then found another spring and touched it, revealing the most beautiful diamond ring she had ever seen. Wow! 
Oh, so it is with the Word of God. The more we read and study it, the more God has for us. The riches of all eternity become ours as we look to Him through His Word. If we want to be successful, then we must look to the Bible, and also continue in the Bible. The Bible says in Psalm 1:1, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psalms 1:1-3) Did you hear that? “...and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Oh, we need to meditate in the Word of God! 
My friends, you can’t just read the Bible once and think you’re going to get everything about it, and truly be successful. No, you need to stay in the Bible. You need to live in the Bible. You need to meditate on God’s Word to be successful. The Bible says, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.” (Philippians 4:8-9) 
My friends, we know about the Bible, but we must dwell, meditate, and ponder in it to have success. Oh, stay in the Bible, live in the Bible, and meditate on God’s Word to be successful. See, you need to read it and study it! The Bible says, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15) Oh, whatever work we’re doing, we need to study the Word of God to be successful, and especially in preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

My friends, we need to memorize the Word of God. The Psalmist said, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” (Psalms 119:11) Oh, whatever you’re coming against, whatever problems or situations you have, memorize the Word of God, and you can have the victory. Hey, when Jesus was being tempted by Satan, how did Jesus overcome Satan? With martial arts? W-a-a-a-a-h-h-h! No, He said, “It is written... it is written... it is written.” Jesus overcame Satan with the Word of God, and you and I need to use the Word of God to be successful. Oh, memorize it if you want to achieve certain things or if you want to deal with certain problems or issues or you’ve got those temptations, then memorize the Word of God that deals with those situations, and you can have the victory. 

Oh, visualize it. When you’re reading the Bible, visualize it. Think about it. Harmonize it. Personalize it in your life. Apply it to your life. The Bible says, “O taste and see that the Lord is good...” (Psalms 34:8) Your cry should be, "Lord, I want Your Word so much that I can taste it. Oh, I want to breathe it. I want to speak it everywhere I go. I want to use the Word of God. I want to read it as I go to bed, and think about it, and dream about it. I want to drink it. I want to eat it. I want to hunger for it. I want to thirst for it. I want to crave it. Oh, Lord, I want to desire it. Oh, God, I want to pursue the Word of God!" 

The Psalmist cried out, “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God...” (Psalms 42:1-2) Oh, you’ve got to seek God with all your heart. The Lord says, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13) Oh, your attitude should be, “I’ve got to have the Lord more than anything else.” I can imagine a deer running through the woods, and somebody is shooting at him, and he’s running, and running, and all tired, and he’s thirsty. He’s going up mountains, and down hills, and all this and that, and then he’s searching after that water to help him. Oh, that’s the way we need to search after the Word of God, to hear from the Lord, to have wisdom, guidance, and direction in all situations. 

Oh, it’s like being so hungry that you are doing whatever you can to get some food or if you’re so thirsty going through a dry desert, and you’ve got to have water. You need to search and long for it. That’s the way we need to be for the Word of God, that we search after it, we crave it, and we desire it more than anything. Oh, what am I trying to say? We need to stay in the Bible! We need to live in the Bible! And we need to meditate on God’s Word. As the Psalmist says, “...while I was musing the fire burned...” (Psalms 39:3) Oh, when he was musing upon the Word of God, it brought a burning fire in his heart, and he went out to serve the Lord in a great way. My friends, in order to be successful, we need to look to the Bible. We need to continue in the Bible, and we need to be doers of the Bible. The Bible says, "For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified." (Romans 2:13) You must not only know it or have it, but you must do what the Bible says. It’s not just enough to read it, but you’ve got to apply it in your life. 

See, you may have a lot of knowledge, but knowledge puffs up, and love edifies. Love is the fulfilling of the Law. Jesus said, “...Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.” (Luke 10:27) Oh, we need to love the Lord with everything we’ve got. In order to do that, we need to meditate in His Word day and night, and we need to use His Word. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword...” (Hebrews 4:12) Oh, the Word of God can change our lives, and give us true success. 

My friends, the Lord will bless us if we continue in His Word. The Bible says, “Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.” (Proverbs 13:13) The Bible also says, “Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.” (Psalms 119:1-2) The Psalmist cried out, “I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.” (Psalms 119:14-16) Oh, “Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word.” (Psalms 119:17) Oh, our cry should be, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” (Psalms 119:18)  

My friends, the Lord will strengthen us through the Word. The Psalmist said, “My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy word.” (Psalms 119:28) Oh, “This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me.” (Psalms 119:50) “The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.” (Psalms 119:72) Oh, the Word of God gives us success. The Psalmist says, “Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction.” (Psalms 119:92) Oh, you ought to sit down and read Psalms 119, and just meditate on the Word of God, and how wonderful your Lord is, and how He has given you His Word so you could be successful in all areas of life. Therefore, we should cry out, “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.” (Psalms 119:97) Oh, “How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalms 119:103) 

Oh, the Word of the Lord “is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalms 119:105) Oh, Lord, “Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.” (Psalms 119:114) The Bible says, "The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” (Psalms 119:130) “Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful.” (Psalms 119:138) 

See, the Word of God will help us in all situations, and it will help us to have true success. "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword...” (Hebrews 4:12) Some people say the Word of God is hard for them to understand, but the problem is they’re not really searching or seeking or desiring to understand it. It’s kind of like if you have a map that led you to a whole bunch of gold. You wouldn’t look at it and say, “Oh, I can’t figure it out.” No, you’d do whatever you could to figure it out. You’d search after it, you’d find a way, and that’s the way it is with the Word of God. When we seek after the Lord, we’ll find Him, and we’ll have true success. Oh, you and I need to hear the voice of God. We need to hear His Word so it can bring us to success. 

When a great general of years gone by was asked why he always turned to the Word of God for different situations, he gave the answer, “Because the Bible reveals to me a Father Who numbers the very hairs of my head, because the Bible reveals to me a Saviour Who by His blood, forgives all my sins, and because the Bible shows me a Heaven where I will spend an everlasting and blessed existence. The Bible presents the way of salvation and the plan of God for man. It contains the message for every man; therefore, we cannot overemphasize the importance of the Word of God, the Bible.” 

Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35) Centuries follow centuries, but the Bible still stands. Empires rise and fall, but the Word of God still stands. Dynasty succeeds dynasty, and the Word of God still stands. Kings are crowned and uncrowned, but the Bible still stands. Emperors decree the extermination of the Bible, but the Bible still stands. Atheists rail against it, but the Bible still stands. Agnostics smile cynically, but the Bible still stands. Profane, prayerless, and degenerate people mock the Bible, but the Bible still stands. Unbelief abandons it, but the Bible still stands. Higher critics deny its claim to inspiration, but the Bible still stands. The flames are kindled about it, but the Bible still stands. The tooth of time gnaws at it, but makes no dent in it because the Bible still stands. Infidels predict its abandonment, but the Bible still stands. Modernists try to explain it away, but the Bible still stands. The Word of God stands the test of time! The Word of God is all-powerful. The Word of God makes a difference! 

There was a meeting where folks were giving personal testimony. One man arose holding a New Testament in his hand. “My story,” said he. “is unlike other men. I was a pickpocket, and one day, I saw a man with a definite bulge in his hip pocket. ‘A fat purse,’ thought I, and soon it was in my pocket, but when I arrived home, behold, it was a New Testament. In disgust, I threw it aside, but afterward, out of curiosity, I opened it and began to read. Before many days had passed, I discovered Christ as my Saviour, and followed Him as my Lord.”

Listening to this testimony, one of the volunteer Bible-sellers became interested. After the service, he asked to see the New Testament. It was actually the one the Bible-seller had carried with him for years, the one he had considered lost. 

Oh, is not this evidence of the power of the Word to change and to transform man’s life? What has the Word of God done for you? Let’s give the Word of God to tell people about Christ. The great scholar, Matthew Henry, said, “Let us beware that we do not forget that the Old Testament and the New Testament alike tell of Jesus. It can be truly said of the Bible, ‘...for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.’ (Revelation 21:23) The person of Jesus, the Supreme Person of the Bible and of the world’s hope, is on every page.” The Word of God glorifies Jesus Christ! Hey, the Bible’s main message is Jesus. 

We ought to cry out, “That I may know Jesus, and the power of his resurrection...” (Philippians 3:10) Oh, we’ve got to know Jesus more and more. My friends, we ought to desire to live for Jesus. As the great Apostle Paul who was greatly used of God probably more than any other Christians in time and history, said, “For to me to live is Christ...” (Philippians 1:21) There’s nothing better than living for Jesus. 

Oh, my friends, we must glorify Christ. We’re to do all to the glory of God. We’re to bring praise, glory, and honor to the King of kings and the Lord of lords, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) Oh, if you’ll put the Lord Jesus first in your life, everything else will be taken care of. The Word of God leads us to glorify Jesus, and as we do so, we will truly have success. Oh, think about it: Jesus suffered, bled, and died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, and give us a Home in Heaven. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, but what are we doing for Him? Let’s get in the Word of God so we can know Jesus more, and then go out and tell others about Him. Oh, let’s live to glorify Jesus. 

So if you want to be successful, then you need to live, magnify, and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. You can only do this by looking to the Bible, continuing in the Bible, and being a doer of the Bible. The Lord said, “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) Let’s be successful by taking our Sword, the Bible, and glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
