The Power of a Piece of Paper
Bueno, el deseo de mi corazón es ayudarles hoy.  Entonces, por favor escúchenme muy bien.  Open your Bibles to Esther 8:7-8.  The Bible says, “Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews.  Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and seal it with the king's ring: for the writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse.”  
I want to draw your attention to the fact that this is referring to the law of the Medes and Persians.  Many of us have heard of the law of the Medes and Persians – how their particular writings could not be reversed or changed.  Whatever was written had to be accomplished.  So the law of the Medes and Persians says whatever was written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s ring, no man could reverse.  In other words, I’m talking about the power of a piece of paper, and what it could accomplish.  Therefore I want to speak to you today on the subject of, the Power of a Piece of Paper.  Let’s pray.
“Dear Lord Jesus, help us to realize this truth today, and help us to apply it to our lives so that souls will be saved and lives will be changed all over the world.  Help us to make a difference and reach others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Help us to make decisions that will effect eternity with souls being saved and lives being changed.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
Now, let me give you a little background of this particular story that we read.  King Ahasuerus had a wife (a queen) named Esther, who was a Jew.  However, the king did not know she was Jewish.  Now, there was a man named Hamaan who wanted to destroy the Jewish people.  Hamaan told the king that there were some people – the Jews – that were against the king.  Therefore it would be better for the king to wipe them out than to put up with these Jews who would probably rebel against him.  The king listened to this particular Hamaan, and they wrote a piece of paper that the Jews would be destroyed on a certain day.  So Esther went before the king and revealed to her king, to her husband, that she was a Jew and that this evil Hamaan was trying to destroy the Jewish people without cause.  The king believed the report of Esther and therefore gave a command that Hamaan would be killed by being hanged on the gallows.  However, the particular writing that the Jews would be destroyed was written in the law of the Medes and Persians, and it could not be reversed.  So what would happen?  
Well, Mordecai, a relative of Esther, was given great authority in the land.  So Mordecai wrote that the Jews would have the opportunity to defend themselves against the people that were attacking them to destroy them.  Therefore the Jews fought and defeated their enemy.  This decree to defend themselves was written with the king’s name and the king’s signature.  It was written in the law of the Medes and Persians, and it could not be broken.  See, this law of the Medes and Persians, written on a piece of paper, could not be broken; it could not be destroyed; it could not be changed.  It was going to happen.  And that’s why this piece of paper was so powerful.  Listen to me – I’m talking to you about the power of a piece of paper.  That powerful piece of paper gave the Jews the right to defend themselves on that particular day, and, bless God, we have the power of the piece of paper today.  I want you to notice – there’s power in a piece of paper.  

For instance, take a look at this money.  This money is just paper.  Paper in itself is not very valuable.  But what is on it, that is what makes it valuable.  For example, with 20 pesos, I can go out and buy a coca-cola and a pan dulce – something like that.  If I have 500 pesos, I can go out and buy more things.  See, there’s power in a piece of paper today.  I want you to look at this passport.  This passport gives me the opportunity to go in and out of different countries.  I have a FM3 visa, a special certain visa, a piece of paper, if you will, that has things on it that gives me permission to come to Mexico and preach the Gospel legally.  I’m talking about the power of a piece of paper.  I want you to, notice that a deed to a piece of property has power in it.  It says that you own it and you can use it according to the laws of the land.  The deed has power, if you will.  What makes a piece of paper so powerful?  What is written on it.  A birth certificate is just a piece of paper, but it declares who you are, where you were born, and different things like that.  It’s just a piece of paper, but it has power because of what is written on it.  For instance, to go to the United States, you are going to have to show your birth certificate, or things of that nature written on paper.  I want you to know, the laws of the land are written on pieces of paper, but they are enforced by governments.  I am talking about the power of a piece of paper.  I want you to notice, the Bible just has paper inside of it.  What makes it so powerful?  What is written on it.  The pages in themselves are nothing, but what makes this piece of paper powerful?  Because of what is written on it.  A gospel tract, if you will, is just a piece of paper, it’s just got some words on it, some Bible verses, but that’s what makes it powerful, because of what is written on it.  How can a piece of paper be so powerful?  Because of what it has on it.  So how can God take a tract, a piece of paper, and change a life?  Because of what it has written on it.
TS:  Let me give you some reasons why we should pass out Gospel tracts:  

Number one – it has the Word of God.  See, the Word of God is what changes a person’s life.  The Bible says in I Peter 1:23, “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”  

Some time ago, a gentleman, as he passed along the street, was offered a tract.  He somewhat rudely refused, saying he did not want to be bothered with any of their evangelistic nonsense; but as the worker pressed him to take it, he did so, though he assured him he would burn it as soon as he got home.  He kept his word, throwing it into the fire and watching it burn.  As the thin paper curled up with the heat, his eye caught the sentence:  “The Word of the Lord liveth forever,” and, do what he could, he could not rid himself of the words.  They buzzed in his ear, they stood out boldly on the white pages of the ledger.  Wherever he was, that passage of Scripture haunted him and made him miserable, until, unable to bear it any longer, he went to the mission hall, and there finding peace, pardon, and salvation in Jesus Christ.  This man learned to rejoice that the Word of the Lord did live forever.  The Word of God changes lives.  Amen!
Why should we pass out Gospel tracts?  Number two – it has the Gospel.  Jesus said in Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”  My friends, the Gospel of Jesus Christ makes all the difference in the world.
Here is a story of young Ralph Barton who was a poor speaker and knew it.  Therefore he seldom tried to speak in public.  But he found a way to witness for his Lord.


Some years ago, he wrote some Gospel tracts, had them printed, and began to send them everywhere.  One fell into the hands of a poor, simple bushman in West Africa, who had learned to read and write a little.  The African understood enough to grasp the fact that he was a sinner in God’s sight and that Christ died for him.

He wrote at once to Barton:  “I have accepted Jesus as my personal Saviour, caused by reading your gospel tract.  And presently I am a newborn child of the King.  My life has been changed.  And now I am going about the towns telling the people what one gospel tract has done for me.”  God uses gospel tracts to save souls.  Amen!
Why should we pass out Gospel tracts?  Number three – it has the explanation of the Gospel.  The Bible says, “How shall they hear without a preacher?”  In other words, somebody needs to tell it to them or explain it to them.  We see this with Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.  This Ethiopian eunuch was in his carriage, and he was reading portions from Isaiah, and the Lord told Philip to go and join himself to the chariot and talk with this man.  And as Philip was talking with this man, Philip says, “Do you understand what you’re reading?”  And the Ethiopian eunuch replied, “Well, how can I unless someone guide me, or somebody help me?”  And Philip began at those Scriptures and preached Christ to him.  And the Ethiopian eunuch asked Jesus to be his Saviour.  And, my friends, that’s what people need.  They need the explanation of the Gospel, and that’s the beauty of a gospel tract, because most of the gospel tracts have an explanation about the Gospel and thus gives the person an opportunity to trust Christ as their Saviour.  That’s one of the great things about a gospel tract.  It gives an explanation of the Gospel, which tells people to trust Christ as their Saviour.  
Why should we pass out Gospel tracts?  Number four – it is the Great Commission.  Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  Jesus said in Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”
A son of one of the chiefs of Burdwain was converted by a single tract.  He could not read, but he went to Rangoon, a distance of 250 miles.  There a missionary’s wife taught him to read, and in a short time he could read the tract through, and he got saved.  He took a basket full of tracts, and with much difficulty preached the Gospel in his own home, and was the means of converting hundreds to God.  He was a man of influence; the people flocked to hear him.  In one year, 1,500 natives were baptized in Arrecan as members of the church.  All this through one little tract!  That tract cost one cent.  Whose cent was it?  God only knows.  Perhaps it was the mite of some little girl – perhaps the well-earned offering of some young boy.  But what a blessing it was!  You might say that tracts are an expense.  But let me ask you – what is the value of a soul?  Think about it.  If somebody gets saved from a tract and doesn’t have to go to Hell forever, isn’t it worth the cost?  Listen to me – tracts may be an expense, but it’s worth it when people get saved.  Think about this – a tract could cost 10 centavos, but isn’t it worth it if someone goes to Heaven because of it?  Amen!  Let’s give out gospel tracts.

A mother in New England was helping pack a box to be sent to India.  Her son, aged four, insisted on putting in an offering all his own, a little leaflet or tract entitled, “Come to Jesus.”  His name was written on it with a little prayer.  The prayer was, “May the one who gets this soon learn to love Jesus.”  When the child’s leaflet reached that far-off land, it was finally given to a Hindu priest who was teaching the missionaries the language.  He took it without looking at it, but on his way back to his mountain home he thought of the tract, took it out, and read the writing on the outside.  The child’s prayer so touched him that he was then eager to read further.  He soon gave up his idols and became a devoted missionary to his own people.  Fifteen years after that, American missionaries visited his mountain village, and there found the converted Hindu priest with a congregation of fifteen hundred people who had learned to love Jesus as their Saviour, through the influence and teaching of that leaflet, a gospel tract.  What am I trying to say?  Let’s not underestimate giving out one gospel tract.  So, let’s give out gospel tracts.

An infidel received by mail the tract, “Prepare to meet thy God.”  Angry, he was about to burn it, when it occurred to him that it would be a good joke to send it to a friend, a companion in unbelief.  However, this friend was convicted and accepted Christ by reading the tract, and then in turn sent it to another friend, who was also led to Christ.  God can use tracts if we give them out.

Down a street in Caracas went a missionary, giving out tracts or dropping them in windows.  He noticed a house set back from the street, shut-up looking, forbidding.  Why bother?  It was just another house.  What difference could one make?  But he dragged his tired feet to the entrance and dropped his tracts in a small open window.  Before he could reach the street again, the door was jerked open and a voice cried out, “Senor, show us your books.”  In a moment the missionary was inside, preaching the Gospel to the whole family.  Get this!  The girl had received a tract three years before and had cherished the story of Jesus.  Now she wanted the big Book, the Bible, with all the stories.  She was eager to get it, and then the people said, “Couldn’t our house be used for village meetings?”  When the missionary left, he looked back at the house, thinking, “Wow!  I thought it was just another house!  But God had a plan to change lives, and, by God’s grace, this would be the beginning of another church.”  We never know how God can use a Gospel tract. 

Dr. Panton tells of Leigh Richmond who was one traveling in a coach.  “The passengers got out to walk, and he began to give a tract to everybody he met.  One person took the tract and tore it in two, and then threw it down the road.  A puff of wind carried it over a hedge into a hayfield, where a number of haymakers were seated, and soon they were listening to the tract read by one of their number who found it.  He was observed carefully joining together the two parts which had been torn asunder, but were held together by a thread.  The reader was led to trust Christ as his Saviour and became an earnest Christian and tract distributor himself; and of the rest, within twelve months three became earnest and active Christian workers.  My friend, isn’t it amazing that someone can tear up a tract and throw it away – and how God can use that torn up, thrown away tract to see people saved?  So, let’s give out tracts! 

Dr. Jacob Chamberlain, of Arcot, India, counted 1,700 people who had been saved by a little tract which he had written, and doubtless, if every Christian who is now living were to testify as to the means of his conversion, we should be astonished at the number who were reached by tracts.  God uses gospel tracts.

John Scudder, a promising young physician in New York, while visiting one of his patients one day, picked up a tract on the table and read it.  The result was that he and his wife went to India as missionaries.  Their nine children all became missionaries in that land. By a certain time, the Scudders have given almost 600 years of continuous missionary service for India.  Listen to me – giving out gospel tracts makes a difference.

J. Hudson Taylor, known as the father of modern-day missions, the founder of the great China Inland Mission, was converted through reading a little tract in his father’s library when he was fifteen years old.  Wow!  God uses gospel tracts!  Amen!
In giving out the Gospel, one of the things I always try to do is give out Gospel tracts and leave Gospel tracts wherever I go.  One day, while driving on a road that I hadn’t been on for several months, I went through a toll booth, paid the toll, and gave the lady a tract that we had written about our baby Alejandra’s brief life of twelve days.  The lady responded with excitement, “I’ve seen this before!  I’ve read this!  That was your daughter?”  When I said, “Yes,” then she told me that another lady who worked there had shared it with her!  Wow!  Think about it!  I had given a tract to someone else, and then she shared it with this coworker!  My friends, we never know when we share the Gospel or even leave a Gospel tract, how God can use that to impact people’s lives!
It has been said that 5% of lost people who read a Gospel tract accept Christ as their Saviour.  If 5% of the population of Mexico received Christ as a result of receiving a tract, that would mean around five million souls would be saved.  Gospel tracts can go places that soul winners cannot go, and can give the Gospel to people to whom you may never have the opportunity to give the Gospel personally, and can speak a language that you do not know.  It has been said that the average Gospel tract passes through the hands of six people before it is discarded.

What am I trying to say?  Give out tracts.  Give the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the masses.  Give out tracts everywhere you go.  We are told to preach the Gospel to every creature.  It’s not wrong to give a gospel tract to someone.  God can use it to change lives.  We’ve seen how God can do it.  God wants to use you to pass them out.  You say, “I’m not very good at talking with people.”  Then just leave a gospel tract, and God can use it in some way.  Think about this: one day, maybe a mom or a dad or a boy or girl will be up in Heaven and say, “Wooh!  I’m so glad you left a tract.  I’m so glad you gave me a tract.  I’m in Heaven now because I asked Jesus to be my Saviour.”  I encourage you – give out Gospel tracts because God can use them to see people saved and lives changed.  I know of a pastor who told me one day, “Always leave a gospel tract.”  He said, “One day someone left a gospel tract at my place, and I read it and I got saved, and I’m a pastor today.”  Listen to me.  Give out gospel tracts when you go soul winning.  If nobody is at home, leave a tract at the door.  If you’re passing someone on the street on the way to another door, and you can’t stop and tell him about Jesus, give him a gospel tract.  Give out gospel tracts everywhere, because, I tell you, people will get saved, and lives will be changed.  I know that it’s not easy, but, listen to me, when we do it, God blesses it.  We just need to do what Jesus says, and, wow, it’s going to be exciting when we hear how many people have been saved because we give out gospel tracts.  I encourage you all to have a ministry to pass out gospel tracts to the world.  Let’s do all we can to reach this world with the Gospel.
I remember when I was on deputation, raising money to come down to Mexico, that I was in a church in West Virginia which had a wonderful tract ministry.  Let me explain what it was.  Some people from the church would get together, and they would go out and pass out tracts.  My wife and I went out with them to a local college, and we just passed out tracts to people and said, “Let me give you some good news.” or, “Let me give you something that changed my life.”  Or,  “Let me give you something free to read.  It’s free.  Let me give you a free gift.”  We would introduce it somehow like this, and we would just pass out tracts like crazy.  The church told us that many people were being saved and lives were being changed.  This was an opportunity for the people in the church to give out the gospel.  I would encourage pastors, churches, and individuals here to decide to get involved with the tract ministry – to go out and pass out gospel tracts.  

Let’s give out gospel tracts.  (imperative)  Hey, give tracts to individuals.  Give tracts out in places of business.  Give tracts out at drivethru services.  Give tracts out at tollbooths.  Give tracts out at grocery stores.  Give out tracts with bills.  Give out tracts on apartment doors or doorways.  Give out tracts at houses.  Give out tracts on cars.  Give out tracts in public restrooms.  Give out tracts in public places.  Give out tracts in parks.  Give out tracts in nursing homes.  Give out tracts in hospitals or in front of hospitals.  You can go to a busy street where many people are walking, and you can just give out thousands of tracts.  You can get your teenagers together or a bunch of your folks together, and say, “You don’t have to say much.  You can just say, ‘Let me give you a free gift.’”  And you can just pass out tracts.  Give out tracts to waitresses and in restaurants.  Give out tracts to taxi drivers.  Give out tracts when you pay the water bill, electric bill, phone bill, etc.  Give out tracts in all the stores you go to.  Give out tracts with bills in mail.  Give out tracts with cards and gifts in mail.  Give out tracts with cards and gifts in general.  Just give out tracts in everything you do.

I’ll never forget, when I first started to give the Gospel out, I would go to Virginia Tech – it was a college town that I grew up in – and I was so shy and bashful at the time I wouldn’t say too much, but I would just say, “Let me give you something to read that changed my life.  Or, let me give you something free to read.  Let me give you some good news.”  I would just pass out tracts.  Listen to me.  God will use you if you give out tracts.
The Bible says we are to be preaching the Gospel.  Every Christian should be doing his best to get other people to trust Christ as their Saviour.  And so, you can go and leave tracts in different places.  Leave tracts while traveling in many different areas.  Use your imagination.  Be creative!  Give out tracts on buses – to bus drivers, passengers, or just leave some on the bus when getting off.  Hey, one preacher said he will go into a grocery store and leave tracts behind boxes, in pockets of clothes, etc., etc.  Ladies, when you go shopping, you can hand out tracts like this!  One preacher said he knew a missionary’s wife who was saved by reading a tract that was left behind a can of beans in a store!  You never know when you leave a tract, how God can use it to change someone’s life!  
The opportunities are limitless as far as things you can do to get the Gospel out by passing out gospel tracts.  Day in and day out, you pass people and you meet people.  Give them a gospel tract!  Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  My friends, we need to do all we can to reach others with the Gospel.  I’ve noticed that downtowns are full of people.  You can just go down there and hand out hundreds and hundreds of tracts.  A policeman pulls you over, give him a tract!  I’m just teasing.  Well, give him a tract, but try to avoid getting pulled over!  But, if you’re an American, that happens pretty often!  I’ve given a lot of tracts out to federalis and policemen.  I think to myself, “God bless you, hope I see you in Heaven someday.  Thanks for the multa!”  No.  You know, we need to do all we can to give the Gospel out to every person.  Let’s give out gospel tracts!
One Sunday morning a man saw a group of men standing at a street corner, and he gave to each of them one of his tracts.  One of them, the jester of the party, said, “What’s good for the soul must be good for the body,” and he shriveled up his tract and popped it into his mouth.  Of course, all his friends laughed, but they insisted that he should not only chew it but swallow it that he might get the good that was in it.  Not wanting to spoil the joke, he did it.

The tract upset that man most terribly; not his stomach, but his soul and conscience was bothered.  He felt that he had done a silly thing, and a discourteous thing, but worst of all, he felt that he had despised God’s Gospel and made a jest of it.  He was worried about it.  The evening came, and he thought he would atone for it by going to the Gospel service.  And, praise God, that night he was saved.  Listen to me – a man can eat a tract, and God can use that to convict his soul for his need of Jesus Christ.  Let’s give out gospel tracts.
A young man went home to tell his father of his salvation.  The old man worked himself into a fury at his son’s saying he was saved and turned him out of the house.  However, the son dropped a gospel tract on his way out.  The next morning he returned to see his father.  He writes thus:  “Last night my father was full of rage, and this morning I found him full of joy.”  He was saved through the tract.  Let’s give out gospel tracts!
One day, it was nearly 9:00 in the morning.  The train, due at 8:50 a.m., had stopped at the wayside station, taken up the passengers, and steamed away.  The stationmaster was settling down again.  All of the sudden, a gentleman who had missed the train, with face red-hot, and temper apparently heated to the same point, came hurrying up.  The man said, “I would rather have given 25 dollars than to have been late this morning!  I do not know what is to be done now!”


The stationmaster ventured to say, ”Sir, there is a comfortable waiting room inside, if you would like to sit down.”  A table stood in the room with a supply of tracts.  Well-chosen and attractive they were.  The gentleman chose one and seated himself to read it.

A month after this, the stationmaster was on the platform.  As the train stopped, a gentleman leaped out, saying, “Do you remember me?”

“I do, sir, you are the gentleman that missed the train and was so troubled about it.”

The man replied, “I need not have been.  I missed the train that morning, but I found the Saviour.  I had been so busy about business that I did not allow myself time to think about God.  That tract led me to Jesus Christ.  I never knew what happiness was before.”  

Listen to me.  There are people out there that will get saved if we pass out gospel tracts.  Let’s give out gospel tracts!  Who would say today, “I’m going to give out gospel tracts”?  Lift up your hand.  My friends, I believe that if we all decide to pass out tracts, we can see a harvest of souls saved.  Let’s give out gospel tracts!  

I wonder if some pastors would say today, “I’m going to start a tract ministry in my church”?  Lift up your hands.

Who would say today, “I’ll help my pastor give out tracts everywhere”?  Lift up your hand.

Every head bowed.  God has spoken to your heart?  You come!  You raised your hand?  You come!  You want to tell other people about Jesus?  You come!  

(Plan of salvation, John 14:6)

