(Visual - The Real Jesus banner and the whip) 
“What Is Your Motivation?”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you so get your Bibles open to John chapter 3, verse number 16. John chapter 3, verse number 16. The Bible says in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) The Bible says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) The Bible also says, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) 

My friends, we see the motivation of God for why He sent His Son and why Jesus suffered, bled, and died, and why Jesus gave His life for us. What was His motivation? It was love for us. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son...” That was God’s motivation for us - His love. We’re only here for a little while, and then there’s all eternity. What is our life all about? That’s why I want to speak to you on the subject, “What Is Your Motivation?” In other words, what do you live for? What is your motivation in life?

Let’s pray. "Lord, help us to get the right purpose so we can make a difference for Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

I was reading where the President of the United States rode in a car that costs $500,000. That car has a jet canopy, and three tons of reinforced steel. That car can take a bullet in the glass or in the metal, up to a 30 caliber, without being penetrated. If one were to shoot out the tires of the President’s car, he would see that even though the tires are flat, there’s a metal disc inside every tire of the car carrying the President. Around that metal disc is a strip of hard rubber that is not inflated, so even if the tires were blown out, the car could continue for almost an indefinite time at 50 miles an hour. Why is there all this care? Why all these precautions? Fear. Officials fear that someone will do something silly or that someone will do something dramatic and stupid and try to shoot the President of the United States. Their motivation is fear.

But love is far superior as motivation. The Bible says, “...perfect love casteth out fear...” (1 John 4:18) Someone defined motivation as “what moves your will.” Motivation is what moves your will. The army motivates people to go and fight. A great coach, or a pastor, or a leader will motivate their people to do great things. Oh, my friends, what should our motivation be in life? I believe it should be love. That’s how God was motivated to reach out to us, for His love. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son...” (John 3:16) 

Oh, my friends, love ought to be our motivation in life. We need to have as our goal what Jesus said, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength... Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” (Mark 12:30-31) Oh, we need to love God more than anything else and with everything that we have, and then we need to reach out and love other people. Oh, love should be our motivation in life. Love should be what motivates, stirs us, and challenges us to reach out and help others. My friends, love is what makes all the difference in the world. Love should be our motivation throughout life. 

I’m reminded how Jesus told about the Good Samaritan, showing how we are to love others. There was a certain man who went out and he fell among thieves and they beat him up and they left him for dead. A priest went by, and a Levite went by, religious people, people that should have known they should have loved and helped somebody else, but they walked by on the other side. I wonder how many of us are walking by people that are in need and are hurting and we’re not reaching out to help them. Oh, my friends, do we see the need? Then, a certain Samaritan went by and saw the man in need and he went to him and bound up his wounds and poured in oil and wine and put him on his beast and took him to the inn. He took care of him. He told the innkeeper, “Whatever you spend more, when I return, I’ll pay you for it.” He took care of him. Jesus said this man showed love. And my friends, we as God’s people need to show love to others because love makes a difference. Love never fails. Love is the fulfillment of the Law. 

The story is told of a beautifully dressed woman searching in the mud and slime of the gutter for something. A crowd soon gathered, then policemen came. “What’s the matter, lady? What are you hunting for?” the officer inquired politely. 
Looking up with big tears in her eyes, the woman answered, “I lost my ring. It was a diamond ring that my husband gave me. He was a soldier,” she said. “He never came back. This ring is the only thing I had left that belonged to him.” This was the explanation of the strange sight of a beautiful woman soiling her hand with the slime of the city’s gutter. Only a great love could have persuaded her to mingle with filth. 

Let us keep before us the fact that the pure and holy Son of God left heaven’s glory, came down to earth, mingled in the midst of mire and filth and the slime of the gutters, and then died on the Cross. Why?! That we might be saved. Oh, my friends, God loved us so much that He gave His life, so let’s go out and love others that they might know Christ as well. 

The Bible says, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10) Oh, Jesus loved us so much, He paid the price to set us free. So let’s live for Jesus. Let’s love Jesus. Let’s love others by telling them about Christ! Oh! “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) That’s why a soldier will go off and fight in a war because he loves his country and he loves his family and he loves his friends and he gives his life so that they can be secure. So we need to also love others and tell them about Jesus. 

Oh, my friends, how much do we love Jesus? Let me ask you a question. Do you love Jesus? Do you really? Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) What did Jesus tell us to do? Jesus has commanded us to “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) My friends, that’s not the “great suggestion.” That’s not just a good idea. That’s a command given by the Lord Jesus Christ to preach the Gospel to every creature! Oh, my friends, we’ve got to do something all the time to reach others for Christ. 

David Brainerd was a devoted missionary to the American Indians. What a Christian example he set under such unbelievable circumstances! He had an interpreter who deceived him, often misquoting him to the Indians. Even though he was a young man, he had tuberculosis and constant problems with his lungs. He would be out in the snow sometimes in drifts up to his chest and he would begin to cough. He would spit out clots of blood until the snow around him turned red. People would ask Brainerd, “How can you continue your work? How can you go on?” Sometimes he’d preach and he’d use a drunken interpreter to try to reach people. Oh, he had such a heart to reach people for Christ! They would say, “How can you keep going like this?” He had only one answer. “The Blood is on the mercy seat.” Oh, he meant, "I have access to God. I can pray and He will meet my needs. My resources are from God. I can get help from God because I can, at any moment, go right to God." God called him home at 29 years of age. He literally burned out for Jesus. 

Oh, my friends, nothing but the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ can give us the victory. It is the love of God that sent His Son into this world that we may know Christ as our Saviour. And we ought to have as the motivation of our life to love others and to tell them about Christ. Oh, let’s love God with our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength! And let’s love other people and do all we can to reach them for Christ. Jesus said, “...Take up the cross, and follow me.” (Mark 10:21) In other words, be willing to do whatever it takes to get the Gospel out. Be willing to pay the price so that people can know Christ as their Saviour. Oh, without Jesus, they’re going to die and go to a burning Hell forever and ever. They’re going to cry out, “Help! Help!” But there’s no help for them. Oh, do we love people enough to try to reach them for Christ? 

It’s said of General William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, whose purpose as soldiers of Christ was to reach people for the Lord, that he would love to train the soldier boys in this manner: to grab them by the heels and lower them into the pits of Hell for just a little bit, and then pull them out. Then they would go out from there, and reach people everywhere. Oh, my friends, do we realize and believe that there’s a real Hell? Then let’s love people and do all we can to reach them. As the Bible says, “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” (Jude 1:23) 

Oh, if you knew some folks were in a burning building, a precious family, and you knew they were going to be overcome by the flames and fire, then you would do what you could to help them. You’d kick the door in! You’d do whatever you could to reach them! Oh, my friends, do we care? Do we have compassion? Do we love others? 

Imagine if you will, a precious father and mother. They have a wonderful child, and all of a sudden, they find out that their child is missing. Oh, where is their child? My friends, they would do whatever they could to find their child. They would sell all their possessions and give their future away. They’d do what they could because they had a love for that child and wanted them to be safe. Now, my friends, when we hear of someone who has lost a child, that people will stop their work and many towns will get involved searching for that lost child. Oh, listen to me. There are people that are dying and on their way to Hell and we need to have a love for them. We need to reach out and do all we can to reach them for Christ so they don’t have to go to a horrible place called Hell. 

R. A. Torrey, one of the great soul winners who reached many for Christ, said, “One of the mightiest soul winners I ever knew was Colonel Clark of Chicago. He would work at his business six days every week and every night in the week throughout the year, He would gather about five or six hundred in a mission hall to hear him every single night. He was doing something every day to reach them. It was a terrible crowd: drunkards, thieves, pickpockets, gamblers, and everything that was hopeless.” He would say, “I used to go and hear Colonel Clark talk, and he seemed to be one of the dullest talkers I ever heard in my life. He would ramble along, and yet these five or six hundred men would lean over and listen spellbound while Colonel Clark talked in his unusual way. Some of the greatest preachers in Chicago used to go down to help Colonel Clark, but the men would not listen to them as they did to Colonel Clark. When he was speaking, they would lean over and listen and be converted by the scores.” 

R. A. Torrey said, “I couldn’t understand it. I studied it and wondered what the secret was. Why did these men listening have such interest and why were they so greatly moved by such a terrible speaker? I found the secret. It was because they knew that Colonel Clark loved them, and nothing conquers like love. The tears were very near the surface with Colonel Clark. Once in the early days of his mission when he had been weeping a great deal for these men, he got ashamed of his tears. He steeled up his heart and tried to stop his crying and succeeded, but he lost his power. He saw that his power was gone. So he went to God and he prayed, “Oh, God, give me back my tears!” And God gave him back his tears, and he gave him a wonderful power, a marvelous power, over these men!

If we would see the seed that we sow bring an abundant harvest, we must water it with tears. The Bible says, “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” (Psalms 126:6) Oh, do we have tears? Do we have compassion? Do we have love to reach others? Oh, love should be our motivation to reach this world for Christ. It was God’s motivation! “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Oh, my friends, that’s what the Cross is all about. Jesus was giving His life because He loves us and He wants us to go with Him to Heaven. That’s why we need to take up the Cross and do all we can to reach others for Christ.

An ancient king in Persia, when he would capture another king, would put him in a prison. Then every year, he would bring the king out and humiliate him. They would stretch him out, they would pull on him until he was a cripple, then they would put the poor fellow back in the prison. The next year they would brutalize him again. Time and time again, the imprisoned king would try to kill himself while he was in prison because he did not want to be brought out again and paraded around the enemy territory. 

But my friends, Jesus died once and for all and never did die again. The King of kings and Lord of lords gave His life that we might have eternal life.

It is written about Napoleon’s men that they would follow him in snow, ice, and sub-zero weather. They would die for him. When Napoleon would walk onto the battlefield, it was equal to five hundred new recruits because of his energy, enthusiasm, and invigoration of his very presence to the men in battle. His presence gave them a new zeal to fight. It gave them a new determination to win. Now, if men would do that for Napoleon who one day died, how much should you and I be motivated to sing in the choir, to teach that Sunday School class, and to go to church, and serve the Lord Jesus Christ, Who will never die? Let’s serve the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Never again will there be a bogus court in front of Jesus. Never again will a disciple betray Jesus with a kiss. Never again will they scream, “Release unto us Barabbas” and “Crucify Him!” Never again will a Roman soldier put a spear in Jesus’ side. Never again will a mocking soldier thrust vinegar and gall into His parched lips and make fun of His thirst and make Him more thirsty. When Jesus was here, He rode a donkey, but when He comes back, He will be on a white steed from Heaven. When Jesus was here, He loved His enemies, but when he comes back, His enemies will have to love Him. When Jesus was here, He was sold for thirty pieces of silver, but when He comes back, He will be the Redeemer of the world. When Jesus was here, He was buried in a borrowed tomb, but when Jesus comes back, He’ll be reigning as the King of kings and Lord of lords. When Jesus was here, they put a crown of thorns upon His head, but when Jesus comes back, He will be wearing the diadem of glory. 

Oh, my friends, the love that Jesus Christ has for me motivates me! Oh, love motivates me to do all I can to live for the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Oh, the Cross of Christ, that he suffered, bled, and died for me, motivates me. 

They asked a mighty man of God how he stayed so faithful to Christ. He replied, “Oh, yonder on the wall explains it.” Then he pointed to a picture of the Cross, the Cross of Calvary. Underneath the picture of the Cross were these words, “All this for thee. How much for Me?” All this for thee. How much for Me? The great preacher testified that every day when he looked at that picture, he thought, “The Lord was speaking to me, ‘All this for thee. How much for Me?’” Listen to me. The Lord Jesus Christ is speaking to our hearts today, and He is saying, "I’ve suffered and I’ve bled and died for you. I did all this for you. What are you doing for me? What are you doing to preach the Gospel to every creature?" 

Would you please help me with this? Oh, my friends, Jesus loves us and gave His life for us. Think about how they spit in His face for all the things you’ve done that you shouldn’t have done. Think how they punched him in the face. Think how they made fun of Jesus for the things you’ve done that you shouldn’t have done. Think about how they said lies about Him for the lies that you told that you shouldn’t have told. Think how they put the crown of thorns on His head for the thoughts that you’ve thought that you shouldn’t have thought. 

Think how they took that whip and they ripped His back, and He was beaten, and beaten, and beaten for the injustices that you and I have done. Jesus died to forgive us of our sins. They put nails in His hands and He was suffering and bleeding and dying for us. Oh, they put nails in His hands for the things that you’ve done with your hands that you shouldn’t have done. They put a nail in His feet for the places you’ve gone to that you shouldn’t have gone to. Then they picked up that Cross and dropped it down. And Jesus was on the Cross, suffering, bleeding, and dying because He loves you. Oh, Jesus says, “I did all this for you! What are you doing for Me?” Oh, the love of Christ should constrain us to reach this world for Him! Oh, my friends, people do want to know about Jesus, but we must love them enough to go and tell them about Christ. 

A preacher said, “A sweet lady called me early last week and she said, ‘Preacher, I’ve called three pastors and asked them to go ask them to visit my dad who is not a Christian. They always say, "Well, I'll send an associate," but they have not even done that. My dad watches you on the television so would you personally go to him?’ 

The preacher said, “Yes, certainly I’ll go.” The preacher said, “I went to the man’s home and was greeted by him and his sweet wife. I would guess he was about 65 years of age. I sat down and we small-talked for a while. Finally, I explained to him the plan of salvation, how Jesus died upon the Cross and how He rose from the grave. I asked him, “Sir, would you like to receive Christ as Saviour?” I stretched my hand as far as I could and I said, “Would you just put your hand in mine? Would you pray and invite Jesus in?” Then the older man put his hand in mine and prayed to invite Jesus Christ to come into his heart. What a glorious hallelujah experience that was! 

Oh, the world has not rejected Christ. The problem is that we’ve kept Christ a secret. We’re not doing all we can to tell others about Christ. Oh, we must be telling! We must be sharing! We must be giving the Good News of Christ. When I realize that Christ Jesus came forth out of the grave, I’m aware that one day He’s coming back! I also realize that the Holy Spirit of God lives within my heart, and that I must tell others about Jesus. The world is lost and Jesus is coming. It’s time to quit playing around and start telling the world that Jesus can change their lives. Oh, the Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) My friends, we need to decide that we’re going to go and do all we can to reach others for Christ. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
