“YOU ARE SPECIAL”
Well, it sure is great to be here today, and I count it as an honor and a privilege to have the opportunity to speak to you. I believe each and every one of you are important. God has a wonderful plan for your life. God loves you and wants to use you to do great and mighty things which you think you can't even do. You are special to God. 
Well, if you will, open your Bibles with me to 1 Corinthians chapter 6 and verses number 19 and 20. 1 Corinthians chapter 6, verses 19 and 20. When you have found your place in the Word of God, would you please stand? The Bible says in 1 Corinthians chapter 6, verses 19 and 20, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” I want you to notice something that the Bible is talking about. When we trust Christ, the Holy Spirit dwells within us.  We are the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in us and which we have of God and we're not our own. We belong to God.  We were bought with a price. Think about it.  We are so important that Jesus gave His life for us. We need to glorify God with our body and our spirit because we belong to God. Never forget that you are important to God, that you are special to Jesus Christ.  I want to speak to you today on the subject, “You Are Special,” “You Are Special” to God.  Each and every one of you are important, special, and God has a purpose for your life.  You are a somebody!
Let's have a word of prayer. “Dear Lord, there are a lot of people here today that feel like they're nothing and feel all confused and feel beaten down by life and feel like nobody loves them and cares about them. But, God, you love each and every person.  Oh, Lord, help them to know how much You love them and care about them and how special they are to You. Lord, bless right now. May Jesus be glorified, in Jesus name, Amen.” You may be seated.

Let me ask you a question. Have any of you ever looked in the mirror and noticed all your imperfections? I know sometimes in looking in the mirror, you look at your nose, or you look at your ears, you look at your eyebrows, or your hair, or what have you.  You look at your physical make up, and you are not quite satisfied with it.  You feel like, I am not very attractive.  You may feel about yourself that you are not very intelligent, or that you are not somebody important. Have you ever felt like that? I know I've felt like that. I've felt like I'm not very important. Do you ever feel like a nobody? “I'm nothing. Oh, maybe such and such is a special person and maybe God can use that person, but not me. I don't have much ability.  I don't have much talent. I don't have what it takes.”  I know I've felt like that. 

Did you know that you are somebody, though? Did you know that you are important to God?  God has a plan for your life? It doesn't matter what you think, it doesn't matter what someone has told you in the past and said, “You are a loser. You'll never amount to anything.” I don't care what bad words people have said to you. Forget about that junk. You are somebody special to God. God has a plan for your life. You are important to the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Hey, Jesus loved you so much that He gave His life for you! You are special to God!

Listen to me. I am reminded of Moses in the Bible, when God told Moses to go into the land of Egypt and tell the wicked pharaoh to let God's children go. Do you know how Moses responded? He said, “Well, God, I can't do it. I can't talk very clearly. I don't have what it takes.” But God said, “You are just the person I am looking for. I want to use you.” Maybe you are here today and you don't feel like you are much.  You don't feel like you have what it takes to serve God.  Listen to me.  You are just the person God is looking for.  God wants to use you to do far above anything you imagine or think possible. We all know about how God used Moses in a great and mighty way, and remember he felt like he was nothing. He felt like he couldn't do it.  Listen to me.  God loves you just like He loved Moses. You are special to God. You are a somebody. God loves you! God loves you! I've said, God loves you! Hey, you are special to almighty God! 
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Hey, that's how precious you are to God. Listen to me. Why are you special to God?

1. The price of your life. Have you ever wondered, what am I worth? What am I worth? Let me answer that question for you.  Here’s the answer: God's Son.  The Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) You are so important to God that God gave His Son for you. If you'd been the only person living during the time of Christ, Jesus would have died for you. You are special to God. Jesus died so you could go to heaven, my friend. 

I think of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. He sweat as great drops of blood, thinking about the punishment and the suffering He would have to go through, but He was willing to do it for you! For you! For you!  You are special to the almighty God! Hey, they put Jesus on trial and they said all kind of false accusations.  They spit in His face. They hit Him with their fists.  They put a blindfold over His eyes and hit Him and said, “Who hit you, Jesus?” Jesus could have called thousands of angels and wiped them out, but He didn't because of His love for you! For you! For you! You are special to God! God loves you! You are important to almighty God! They drove spikes into Jesus hands and feet. They picked up the old cross and they dropped it down.  Hey, Jesus suffered and He bled and He died. Why? For you! For you! I don't care what someone said. I don't care how you feel right now. Listen to me. You are special to God! You are important to God! God loves you!

Why are you special to God? Because of the price of your life – God's Son.  See, Jesus died for you, but Jesus also rose from the dead for you, proving that one day you could rise from the dead and go to a place of no more hurt, no more pain, and no more sorrow.  Oh, Jesus wants you to go to a wonderful place called Heaven, and Jesus wants you to be with Him forever and ever. That's how important you are to God. So, why are you special to God? The price of your life, God's Son.  Jesus gave His life for you! 

Here is another reason why are you special to God.
2. The Purpose of Your Life.  What is your purpose in life? Many people wonder, “God, why am I here?” Well, listen to me. You were specially made to glorify God with your life.  See, God created us and has a purpose for our lives.
Let me say this: Your body is special to God. Young people, just don't let people touch your body. Hey, that guy who says, “I love you,” and he'll say, “If you love me, you'll let me touch you.” Or, “I love you so much I want to touch you.” He is lying! He is lying! If he loved you, he would respect your body and realize that you belong to God! Listen to me, your body is special to God. Be careful on what you do with your body because you belong to God!  Listen to me.  You are special to almighty God.  Don't ever forget that. 

Now, your spirit is special to God. When you trust Christ, you have a spiritual life. You have a God that wants to speak to you. When you pick up the Bible and read it, God wants to speak to your spirit. He wants to speak to your heart and your mind and change your life. When we have Christ, we have a relationship with the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  

Hey, listen to me today. You are so important to God, that God created you and has a plan for your life.  God gave His Son for you, so you could go to heaven.  God wants to live in you forever.  You know, once you trust Jesus Christ, He is in your heart forever and ever.  Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5b)  He is a friend that sticker closer than any brother. (Proverbs 18:24b) Jesus loves you and He cares about you. Whenever you're hurting, crying, and feel like everything is against you, realize Jesus is right there with you and wants to help you. 
I'm reminded of a story I heard about a man who was walking along the sea shore, and he was walking with God and talking with God, and they were having such a good time, but all of a sudden he saw the waves coming in and the storm raging around him, and he felt all alone.  As he was walking, he looked back and he could see only one set of footprints. He thought, “Oh, God, where are you? Why am I here all by myself? Oh, God, why did you abandon me?” Then, all of a sudden, God responded to him and said, “Look behind you. You see those one set of footprints. Listen to me, I didn't abandon you. That one set of footprints you see is when I was carrying you.”

Oh, you may feel like you are alone and afraid, but you need not be because God is right there with you. God is carrying you.  Jesus will help you. I know that when my daughter went to heaven I felt all alone, and my wife and I felt overwhelmed. But God was right there with us.  See, God loves us when nobody else loves us or cares for us.

I remember growing up in a home where there was fussing and fighting and my parents got divorced when I was 15. As a young person I felt like nobody loved me, nobody care about me. God, why was this happening to me? But God loved me when nobody loved me. God gave me hope, peace, joy, and love.  God changed my life, and God is no respecter of persons. Hey, God wants to do the same for you. You are special to Him.  God loves you and He is right there with you. Hey, when you trust in Jesus Christ, you’ll go to heaven some day, you have a relationship with God, and He will be with you all along the way. 

Oh, my friends, it won’t always be easy in this life, but Jesus said He'll always be with us. Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you. When we are heavy burdened and heavy loaded Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Oh, do you need peace today? Oh, some of you are empty inside. Maybe you are trying to fill that emptiness in your life with drugs and alcohol, sex, pornography, and trying to find, if you can find that special person, or that special house, or if I can get such and such I'll be fulfilled, but these things won’t fill the void in your life.  You can get all those things and you will still be empty inside because there is only One Person that can fill that empty void in your life, and that is Jesus Christ. 

God loves you, my friend, and Jesus Christ wants to live in your heart forever and ever. Jesus wants to take you to a place of no more hurt, or pain or sorrow. Oh, you are special to God.

So, why are you special to God?

1. The price of your life. God's Son.

2. The purpose of your life, to glorify God.

3. The possession of your life. God owns you. 

Who or what controls you, my friend? Who or what controls you? Well, the Bible says God owns us. The Bible says we are bought with the price; “therefore glorify God, in your body and your spirit, which are God's.” 

Listen to me, we're precious to God. Jesus gave His life for us. My friends, let’s not be in control. Are you in control of your life? Are you saying, “My will, my will, me, me, me.”  You know, we live in a fast food generation. Everybody says, “I want it my way! I want it my way right now! Right now!” But listen to me.  Who knows what's best for our lives, us or God? God knows what's best for our life. 

The devil's will for your life is to destroy you. “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” He hates you, he hates your family and he wants to destroy you. He is saying, “Don't put Christ first in your life,” because the Devil wants to destroy you. Listen to me, when you let God have control, when you let Him have His will and way, oh, it's the greatest life to live, and again it is not always easy, but Jesus will never leave us or forsake us.  Hey!  Who can stand against us? “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.” (I John 4:4b)  “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”  (I John 5:4b) When we trust in Jesus Christ, we have the victory, and one day we're going to be with Him in heaven. Oh, don't ever forget it! You are special to God. Jesus bought you with the price of His life. Jesus owns us.  Jesus gave His life for us and wants to love us when nobody else loves us. Jesus wants to help you when nobody else helps you. Oh, Jesus loves you, my friend. 
The Bible says when you trust in Jesus, you are a child of God. Can you imagine that? We are His children when we trust in Christ, and God cares for His children. Oh, the Bible calls us a saint. You say, “Preacher, you don't know how wicked I am. You don't know how evil I am.” But if you come to Jesus and say, “I trust in You,” He can make you a saint. He can make you as white as snow. He can change your life completely. The Bible says, when we trust Jesus we are adopted sons. You know what?  A lot of people have children, but someone who adopts someone chooses that child. When someone adopts a child, they choose that child. You were chosen. God says, You are special to me, and I want you to be My child.”  Wow! Jesus said you are an ambassador. You are a representative of the King of kings and the Lord of lords. You are like the president.  Well, you are better than the president. You are an ambassador for Jesus Christ. You are joint heir. We will rule and reign with Jesus Christ. Hey we are royal priesthood. We stand before God, and we stand with our God. Hey, we are a holy nation. We are a peculiar people. We are messengers of God. The Bible says we are chosen ones.  Listen to me. God chose you. Jesus loves you. God knows all about you and yet still cares about you. The Bible says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  God knows everything you've ever done or will do, and loves you in spite of it. Jesus loves you enough that He went to a cross and He suffered and He bled and He died for you.  Oh, Jesus says, “I want you to spend eternity with me. I love you. You're special to me.”
Listen to me, when we trust in Christ, we're Christians. Jesus is our Lord and Saviour, and He loves us more than we can imagine.  We're a part of the family of God. Hey! You feel like you've never been part of a family? Listen to me. When you trust Christ, you are part of the family of God.  Hey, God has a plan for your life. God has a purpose for your life. God has a reason for your life. You are here for a reason, and God knows what is best for you, and God wants to help you. When you know Jesus, wow! It is the greatest thing in the world. There isn't anything better than knowing Jesus as your Savior. 

Why are you special to God? Because Jesus gave His life for you. Could you come up here, son? Could you help me? Listen to me, do you think this boy is special to Jesus? You’d better believe it. If this boy would have been the only person living during the time of Christ, Jesus would have suffered and bled and died so that this boy could go to heaven. That's how special each and every one of us are to God that Jesus gave His life for us. Listen to me, you are somebody. You are special to God! God loves you!  Thank you very much.
Look at your fingerprint, if you will. Did you know that you are the only person that has that fingerprint? Did you know that the Bible says that God counts the very numbers of hairs that are on our head? (Matthew 10:30) Hey, you are special to God. God gave you life.  God loves you, and Jesus died for you. Listen to me.  You are a somebody.  You are special to God.
Hey, hey, hey, Jesus! Let me ask you a question. Why did You leave the glories of heaven to come to this sin-cursed earth?  You taught such great things, and people laughed and made fun of You and didn't listen to You.  Jesus, why did You go through that? Hey, Jesus, let me ask You a question today. Why were You in the garden of Gethsemane sweating those great drops of blood? Why did You go through that? Why did You say, “Not my will, but thine be done.” (Luke 22:42) Oh, Lord Jesus! Why did you do that? I can see Jesus responding from heaven, “Because of these folks. I love these folks. They are important to Me.” 
Hey, Jesus, let me ask You a question. Why did you let them spit in Your face? Why did You let them put a blindfold over Your eyes and let them hit You in the face? Hey, Jesus, why did You do that? Oh, I can see Jesus saying from heaven, “Because I love these folks. That person is special to Me. Everybody is special to Me. These people are special to Me.  You are special to Me.” 

Hey, Jesus, why did You let them take the cat of nine tails and rip Your back open? Why did You let them put a crown of thorns on Your head, and blood came down Your face? Why did You let them drive the spikes into Your hands and into your feet? Oh, Jesus, why did You let them pick that old cross and drop it down, and You hung there, and You suffered, You bled, and You died? Why, Jesus, did You go through that? I can see Jesus standing up in heaven and saying, “Because you are special to Me. I gave My life so that you could go to heaven some day. I gave My life so when you trust in Me, I can live in you forever and ever.”  Jesus says, “I'll never leave you or forsake you. You are special to Me! You are special to Me! You are special to Me!”

Oh, my friends, I believe with all my heart, if Jesus were here physically, (now, He is here with us right now, but if He were in physical form), Jesus would come up to you  and wrap His arms of love around you and say, “I love you. I care about you. You are special. I love you so much.”  Oh, listen to me. You are special to Jesus. Jesus gave His life for you. Why don't you say, “Jesus, come into my heart, and take me to heaven some day.  Jesus, I need You.”?  Oh, listen to me.  Jesus loves you so much. You are special to Jesus.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

