(Visual - the cross, a towel, a sword)
"What It Takes to Serve God"
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 14, verse number 15. John chapter 14, verse number 15. The Bible says in John chapter 14, verse number 15, Jesus is speaking here. Jesus said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." In other words, Jesus is saying, "If you really do love Me, then you are going to do what I told you to do."
My friends, if we love Jesus, then we need to do whatever He tells us to do. Jesus has commanded us to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, to love God with everything that we have. Then we are to love our neighbor as ourself. We are to take care of ourselves. As we are would take care of ourselves and look out for ourselves, we need to look out for those that are our neighbors, those that are in need. And there is no better way to do that than to give them the greatest news of all, the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Oh, if we love people then we will tell them about Jesus. Jesus said "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15) My friends, we need to do all we can to tell others about Christ. We need to serve the Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. That is why I want to speak to you on the subject "What It Takes to Serve God." My friends, what does it take to serve God? 

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to serve You and to reach out to help those that don't know You as their Saviour. In Jesus' name, Amen."
My friends, Jesus said, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." (Mark 8:34) Oh, my friends, we need to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him no matter where He tells us to go. 

Listen to me very carefully. A man said, "During my first year in college, a missionary came one night to address the students in a foreign missions fellowship. He testified that as he preached the gospel upon the streets of Mexico never a day passed that he was not stoned. He told that upon the religious feast days and festivals, peddlers would go about the streets selling crucifixes and miniature crosses. As they passed up and down the streets, their cry would be 'Cheap cross. Cheap cross. Who will buy a cheap cross?'

Then with a voice of certain (or searching) conviction he asked, "Is your cross a cheap cross? Is the cross that we bear for the sake of our Lord a cheap cross?" Paul said, "for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." (Galatians 6:17b) Oh, is the cross of Jesus Christ the cheap cross? 

It is a wonderful cross where He suffered and bled and died to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell so that we could go to heaven. So let's do all that we can to lift up the cross, to lift up Jesus in all that we say and do. 

So what does it take to serve God? Well, let me say this: be a servant. Be a servant. 

The Bible says, "But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." (Matthew 20:25-28)

Jesus said, "And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant." (Matthew 20:27) If you want to be great for God, you want to serve God, you want to make a difference, you want take up your cross, then learn to be a servant and give of your life to help someone else. The Bible says, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (John 15:13) 

A boy was carrying a basket of eggs down the street. He tripped on the curb stone and dropped the basket, smashing the eggs. People gathered around as people will do. One said, "What a pity." Another, "Poor little chap." Another, "I'm sorry that he is crying." 

But then one man stepped out of the crowd and said, "Here. I will give half a dollar." Turning to the man next to him, he asked, "How much do you care?" 

The fellow said, "I will give a quarter." In a short time they had translated their feelings into action. They had shown that they really cared. 

Oh, we can talk about sinners all we want to. We can say that we are concerned for their souls, but we don't get far until we give of ourselves and of our means so men can come to Christ and be saved. Oh, let's give our lives to reach others for Christ. 

A missionary in New Guinea returned after several years of service. His friend said to him, "Jones, tell me what you found at your station in New Guinea."

"Found? I found something that looked more hopeless than if I had been sent into the jungle to a lot of tigers."

"What do you mean?"

"Why, those people were so degraded that they seemed utterly void of moral sense. They were worse than beasts. If a mother were carrying her little baby and the little baby began (to cry?), she would throw it in the ditch and let it die. If a man saw his father break his leg he would leave him in the roadside to die. They had no compassion whatsoever. They did not know what it meant, compassion."

"Well, what did you do for the people like that?"

He said, "I lived among them as a servant. When I saw a baby crying, I picked it up and comforted it. When I saw a man with a broken leg, I mended it. When I saw a people in distress, I took them in and bidden?? them. I took care of them. I lived that way and those people began to come to me and say, "What does this mean? What are you doing this for?" Then I had the opportunity to preach the glorious gospel of Christ to them."

The man said, "Did you succeed at your mission there?" 

The missionary said, "When I left, a great church was left for Christ."

Oh, he made a difference for Christ because he was willing to be a servant and give of himself to help someone else.

(Visual - a towel) Jesus one time gave an example to His disciples on how to be great and how to make a difference in this world and be that servant that they never forgot. He girded Himself with a towel and began to wash their feet. Can you imagine the King of kings and the Lord of lords bowing before your feet and washing your feet? That is what Jesus did that day. And He dried them with the towel that was wrapped around Him. Jesus said, "As you have seen me do as your Lord and master and washed your feet, you go and help someone else." Oh, my friends, if we want to be great for God, let's be servants and help people to be all that we can be for Christ, to know Jesus as their Saviour, to live for Jesus, and to glorify Jesus with their lives. 

So what does it take to serve God? We must be servants, but we must also have the right motive. What is your motive for serving Christ? Oh, it should be to glorify Jesus. The Bible says, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." (I Corinthians 10:31) 

Many people have motives to serve Christ for fame and fortune and that people would know who they are. They are caught up with the glamor of it all. But it is not about that. It is about glorifying Jesus Christ. It is that people may know Him as their Saviour.

The Bible says "For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." (I Corinthians 6:20) Jesus gave His life for us, so let's give our lives to bring glory and honor to His name. 

Oh, my friends, the Holy Spirit was always glorifying  Jesus Christ, and if we are filled with the Holy Spirit of God, if we are doing the right thing, then we will always bring glory and honor to Jesus. We won't want the glory for ourselves but we will try to bring all the glory to Christ. Oh, my friends, it is not about you or me, it is about Jesus.

A famous preacher closed one of his powerful sermons with an earnest gospel appeal. A woman of wealth and social distinction hastened down the aisle and asked for permission to say a few words to the audience. She said, "I want you to know just why I came forward tonight. It was not by any word spoken by this good preacher. I stand here because of the little woman who sits before me. Her fingers are rough with toil. The hard work of many years has stooped her low. She is just a poor, obscure washer woman who has served in our home for many years. I have never know her to be impatient, speak an unkind word, nor do an dishonorable deed. I know of countless little acts of unselfish love that adorn her life. 

Shamefully let me say I have openly sneered at her faith and laughed at her faithfulness to God. Yet when my little girl was recently taken away, it was this little woman who caused me to look beyond the grave and shed my first tear of hope for heaven. The sweet magnetism of her life has led me to Christ. Oh, I covet the thing that has made her life so beautiful, which is Jesus Christ."

The preacher was quite surprised. He asked the little woman to be led forward. She came with tears in her eyes and such a smile on her face as one seldom sees on this side of heaven. The minister said, "Let me introduce you to the real preacher on this evening."

That great tearful audience rose spontaneous in silent respect for this woman who had made all the difference in the world because she wanted to glorify Christ with her life. Oh, if you will bring glory to Jesus, it will make all the difference in the world.

So what does it take to serve God? We need to be servants. We need to have the right motive, which is to glorify God. But we also need to walk with God. 

A great evangelist told me walk with God. I was asking what it takes to be successful. He said, "Walk with God and work hard." Walk with God and work hard. That is the way that it is. If we will walk with God, God can do any thing through us. And working hard, He gives us the strength to do it. The Bible says, "For with God nothing shall be impossible." (Luke 1:37) God can do far above anything we ask or think according to His power. 

How are we to walk with God? We pray. God says, "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not." (Jeremiah 33:3) The Bible says, "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh." (Galatians 5:16) If we want to stay right with God and not do the things that we shouldn't, then we should walk with Him and stay in His Word. 

We need to get into the Word of God. The Psalmist said, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee." (Psalms 119:11) "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word." (Psalms 119:9) "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword." (Hebrews 4:12) We need to get a hold of God if we are going to make the difference. 

The Bible says, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." (Romans 1:16) Never be ashamed of Jesus. 

An old Christian farmer was spending the day in a large city. Entering a restaurant for his noon meal, he found a table near a group of young men. When his meal was served, he bowed his head and quietly gave thanks for the food before him.

The young men observing this, thought they would ridicule and embarrass the old gentleman. One called out, "Hey, farmer. Does everyone do that where you live?"

The old man looked at the youth and said, "No, son. The pigs don't."

Oh, my friends, don't worry about what everybody else thinks. Don't worry about the pigs, the perverts, and the people that are wicked and think. No, you live for God no matter what. You stay true to the King of Kings. You live for Jesus. You take up your cross and follow Him. 

My friends, we have a God that hears and answers our prayers. During the great evangelist campaign when the World's Fair was in Chicago, the great evangelist D.L. Moody had a need of three thousand dollars one day. Things were pressing and his need at this time was great. He knelt in his room at the Bible Institute in Chicago and prayed, "Lord, You know that I must have three thousand dollars today and I am too busy with Your work to go out and get it. Please send it to me. I thank You in Jesus' name, Amen." 

Mr. Moody rose from the place of prayer and went about his work. He was preaching in his own church auditorium. The audience had assembled and the platform was filled. A young woman came up to an usher and said, "I wish to see Mr. Moody."

The answer was, "You can not see him now. The meeting is about to begin."

She said, "I must see Mr. Moody."

Again he said, "But you cannot see him now."

She went around to the other side and tried with another with the same result. She then went around to the stage entrance and the usher, thinking her to be a singer, did not detain her. She worked her way down front and put an envelope in Mr. Moody's hand. He crushed it into his vest pocket and went on with his meeting. At dinner he remembered that he had received that letter at the meeting. He took it out of his pocket and found it to contain a check for three thousand dollars, the answer to his prayer.

He learned afterward that on that morning a Christian woman said to herself, "These are busy days for evangelist Moody. He must require a great deal of money." She made out a check for one thousand dollars, but after she had written it, the Spirit said to her, "That will not be sufficient. He will need more money than that." 

She tore the check up and made another check for two thousand dollars. But she felt sure that it was not sufficient. She destroyed the slip of paper and wrote another check for three thousand dollars. She put it in an envelope and called her maid and said, "Would you please put this in the post office box?" Just as the maid was about to leave the room, she said, "Oh, he may not get it until tomorrow. He may need it today. Put on your coat. Slip over to the auditorium and give it to Mr. Moody. Do not let anyone else have it."

Oh, my friends, we can come with confidence and pray about our personal needs and know that God will give us a definite answer. Our God hears and answers prayer. He is looking out for us. "For with God nothing shall be impossible." (Luke 1:37) 

Oh, my friends, we need to walk with God by going soul winning. Jesus said, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." (Matthew 4:19) If you are walking with Jesus, then you are going to be reaching others for Christ. Jesus said, "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing." (John 15:4-5) Jesus desires that we bring much fruit and reach the multitudes for Christ. Jesus said, "Apart from Me, you can do nothing." We can't do anything without the Lord. But Jesus said, "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." (John 15:7) 

Jesus wants to help us and we realize the great promise of the Word of God: "For with God nothing shall be impossible." (Luke 1:37) Oh, we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. (Philippians 4:13) 

So what does it take to serve God? Be a servant. Next, have the right motive, which is to glorify Jesus. Number three, you have got to walk with God. You have got to spend time with Him. You have got to be with Him all along the way. Next, you need to keep thyself pure. Oh, keep thyself pure. 

Oh, we need to be soldiers for Christ and lift up the cross of Christ and stay true and pure and faithful to Him. The Bible says, "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier." (II Timothy 2:3-4) 

We are to please Jesus. We don't get caught up in the things of this world. We are to put Him first. As Jesus said, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." (Matthew 6:33) If we will put Jesus first everything will work out fine. 

Let's decide we will be like the great Apostle Paul who reached multitudes for Christ who said, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith." (II Timothy 4:7) Hey, I am staying true to Jesus Christ. 
The Bible says, "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." (Proverbs 4:23) The Bible says, "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." (Ephesians 6:10-17) 

Use the Word of God. "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints." (Ephesians 6:18) Oh, we are to pray without ceasing. We are to get a hold of God. Put on the truth.

Everyday I pray something like this. You may put on the armor but put it on. Put it on. Jesus, You are my truth. Jesus, You are my righteous. Jesus, shod my feet wherever I go. When I proclaim Jesus as my faith. I trust in Jesus as my salvation. I'm thinking about heaven. I'm thinking about You. Jesus, You are the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. Use the Word of God wherever I go. We need to stand in the power of God's might.

Oh, my friends, we need to stand as good soldiers of Christ, keeping ourselves pure in our mind. Oh, be careful what you put in your mind. It can destroy your life. The Bible says, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." (II Corinthians 10:5) Every thought we need to bring into obedience to Christ. We need to put Jesus first in our thinking. Oh, be careful what you think about it could destroy your life. Keep yourself pure in your mind. Be careful what you watch. Be careful what you listen to. 

Oh, you need to keep yourself pure in the body. "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" (I Corinthians 6:19) We were bought with a price. We belong to God. We need to glorify God in our body. 

The Bible says, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." (Romans 12:1-2) 

We need to have the Word of God in our hearts and minds so that we know what to do and how to do it. We need to present our bodies a living sacrifice. Give yourself completely to Jesus Christ. Let your hands be Jesus' hands. Let your eyes be Jesus' eyes. Let your mouth be Jesus' mouth. Let your feet be Jesus' feet. Give your body completely to the Lord Jesus Christ and for His service. 

We need to serve Him with our spirits. My friend, you are a spiritual being. You live in a human body, but you are going to live with Him forever and that spiritual part of your life is you. That is the real you. So you live for Him. You magnify Him. You glorify Him in all that you say and do. You try to bring joy and honor to Him. 

The Bible says, "Abstain from all appearance of evil." (I Thessalonians 5:22) When I tell a lot of young preachers, "You be careful with the opposite sex. If you are alone in a place with a woman, you get out of there, because you want to stay pure."

A great evangelist kept his team straight by doing that. Whenever they were alone and had a rule that they never be alone with someone else. You have got to have rules. You have to decide that you are going to be pure unto your God, that you are going to be holy unto the Lord as God is holy. 

Let's stay true to God and love Him in our mind, body, and spirit. Let's love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let's give our all to Jesus Christ. Let's serve God by being servants and having the right motives which is to glorify Christ. Let's walk with God all the days of our life. Let's keep ourselves pure as soldiers of the cross who have a mighty task to glorify the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 

Jesus said of those born of women there was none born greater than John the Baptist. John the Baptist was so great because he wanted to glorify Jesus Christ. People were coming to John the Baptist and saying that Jesus was baptizing all of these people and people were following him. John the Baptist said, "Hey, folks, listen to this: "He (Jesus) must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:30) That is the way that our lives need to be. Oh, Jesus must increase but we must decrease. We must glorify Jesus in all that we do. It is all about Jesus. Let's glorify Jesus in all that we say and do.

Oh, my friends, listen to me very carefully. Charles Wellborn was in Italy during World War II. Driving through the country with some of his friends, they came to a little town devastated by artillery fire. On the porch of a home set a little boy, crying bitterly. We stopped and the boy told us his story and then took us to the rear of the house. There in the ruined kitchen he showed us the bodies of his father, mother, and sister. He was alone in the world. We put him in a jeep and made him the mascot of our company.

Little Tony, nine years old, won a place in our hearts. I managed to get some uniforms cut out to his size and a little cap to put over his head. On those rare occasions overseas when we stood review, little Tony would be on the rear rank as proud and straight as any soldier. 

Then one day, an order came down that all waifs and refugees must be turned over to the central authority. Little Tony had to go, and I had to tell him. I didn't know how, except to remind him that he was a good soldier and good soldiers always obey orders. 

That night we stood review. This time Tony stood beside the captain himself, receiving the parting salutes of his buddies. As the evening sun sank below the mountains and the silver notes of the bugle died away, Tony turned and marched toward the waiting jeep. 

About halfway there, Tony the soldier became Tony the little boy again. With the tears streaming down his face, he came running back to through his arms around my knees to look up into my face and say, "Don't you see? I can't go. I belong to you. I can't go. I belong to you."

Then Charles Wellborn closed that story by saying how many of us today need to throw our arms around the knees of God and say, "I can't go away. I can't go away. I belong to You." 

Oh, listen to me. Jesus Christ suffered, bled, and died to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell so that we can go to heaven. Just like that little boy I am putting my arms around Jesus and saying, "Hey, I can't go away. I belong to You. I want to live for You the rest of my life." Oh, let’s live for Jesus.

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
