(Visual - Pulling someone up, like pulling him out of Hell, and give gift.)
“You Can Be Saved”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Romans chapter 10, verse number 9. Romans chapter 10, verse number 9. The Bible says in Romans chapter 10, verse number 9, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:9-13) 
I want to draw your attention to that last verse, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” My friends, there’s nothing worse than feeling like you’re lost, and you’re going to drown, and you’re going to lose your life, that you’re in extreme danger, and you’re at the point of death, and there’s no way out. That’s why I want to speak to you on the subject, “You Can Be Saved.” Oh, my friends, you can be saved. 
Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help people to trust Christ so they can be saved from Hell and go to Heaven. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

I’m reminded of two boys playing in a pool, and they were just having a wonderful time. They were just playing, and they started to drift farther and farther into the deeper water. All of a sudden, they couldn’t stand on their feet, and they were fighting to keep themselves up. They were about ready to drown, and the lifeguard jumped in, and saved their lives. My friends, it’s a wonderful thing when we’re saved from danger. 

I think of someone watching over children as they cross the street in front of the school, and all of a sudden, they see a vehicle flying through there, and they reach out, and pull the kid back, and save that kid’s life so the kid won’t be smashed by the car. Oh, it’s a wonderful thing to be saved. 

I think about policemen. They go into a scary situation, and they put their lives at risk. They’re willing to be shot at, and do whatever they can to protect, or to help, or to save someone’s life. Now if you were in danger, and something was coming against you, you would love for a policeman to break in, and save your life from being hurt or destroyed. Oh, it’s a wonderful thing to be saved. 

I think of a doctor who’s working on a patient that has a serious problem. Blood is just coming out of his body, and he is at the point of extreme weakness, and at the point of dying. But that doctor, through skill, is able to save the patient’s life. Oh, it’s a wonderful thing to be saved. 

There was a drowning boy struggling in the water. On the shore stood his mother in agony of fright and grief. By her side stood a strong man seemingly indifferent to the boy’s fate. Again and again, the suffering mother appealed to him to save her boy, but he made no move. By and by, the desperate struggles of the boy began to abate. He was losing strength. Presently, he rose to the surface weak and helpless. At once, the man leaped into the stream, and brought the boy in safely to shore. “Why did you not save my boy sooner?” asked the now grateful mother.

“Madam, I could not save him as long as he was struggling and fighting. He would have dragged us both to a certain death, but when he grew weak, and ceased to struggle, and gave up, then it was easy to save him.” 
So it is when we cease from our own works, and depend helplessly on the Lord that we realize how perfectly He is able to save without any effort on us. Oh, my friends, if we’re trying to save ourselves, and to get to Heaven by our ways, then we’re not ready for the Lord to save us. Many people are doing good works, and they’re going to the churches, or worshiping statues and idols and whatever, trying to get to Heaven someday, but none of these things can save us. We need to realize that we’re hopeless and helpless, and just cry out to the Lord to save us. Then when you get to that point, you’re ready for that verse we talked about earlier, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” The Bible doesn’t say “hopefully” or “might be.” It says, “shall be (or will be) saved.” That means you’ll be saved from a place called Hell, and you’ll go to Heaven if you’ll call out to the Lord Jesus Christ to save you. My friends, Jesus is the Saviour. 

A “Saviour” is someone who rescues someone from harm, or danger, or death, if you will. See, Jesus wants to save us from Hell. I’m reminded of soldiers, how they go into a war situation, and they’re going to fight, and give of their lives for their friends, and their family, and their country. Oh, they give their lives so that others may be saved. Sometimes, a soldier will jump on a bomb and -- BAM! -- he’s blown to pieces to save his fellow soldiers, and to have freedom for his country. My friends, Jesus gave His life to save us from Hell so we could go to Heaven someday. Oh, as soldiers give their lives for the safety of others, so Jesus gave His life to save us from Hell and take us to Heaven someday. 
I’m reminded of firefighters, how they go into a burning building. They’ll kick the door in. They’ll do whatever they can to save the people’s lives that are in that burning building. Oh, my friends, the Bible speaks of a real place called Hell. It’s a place of suffering, torment, and pain where they cry out, “Help! Help! Help!” but there’s no help for them there. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus loves you so much that He was willing to suffer, bleed, and die. Oh, Jesus was shedding His precious, perfect, and royal blood to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven someday. The Bible says, “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire...” (Jude 23) Oh, it’s like this: (Boom, pull somebody up.) My friends, listen to me. That’s what Jesus wants to do. He wants to pull you out of the fires of Hell, and take you to Heaven someday. 

I’m reminded of a daughter who had so much compassion for her mother. She wanted her mother to receive Jesus so she wouldn’t have to go to Hell, and go to Heaven. So she tried and tried to talk with her mother, but her sisters wouldn’t let her. They said, “Mom is a good person! Mom went to the church! Mom did great things! Don’t bring this junk about Jesus here! Don’t talk to her about Jesus!” Oh, the daughter tried, and tried, and tried, and tried to talk to her mother, but her sisters wouldn’t let her. 

Finally, the mother was on her deathbed, and she was there in agony, and she cried out, “Help! Help! Help! I’m burning in Hell! Somebody help me!” Then she died and went to a place called Hell. Oh, my friends, Hell is a terrible place, and Jesus wants to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. 

Many of us know the story of Noah and the Ark, how God told Noah He was going to flood the whole earth because people were evil and wicked, and the judgment was coming. Noah prepared an ark, and God said to Noah and his family, and to the animals, “Come into the Ark.” Oh, my friends, destruction is coming, and Jesus says, “...him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37b) Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

Oh, Jesus wants to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven someday. That’s why the Bible says, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) Oh, if you’ll trust in Jesus alone to take you to Heaven, He will do it. Jesus said, “...I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) You can’t get to Heaven by your good works. You can’t get to Heaven by worshiping statues, or idols, or whatever. You can’t get to Heaven by anything except for Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only One Who can take you to Heaven. Oh, that’s why you cannot earn your way, or work your way to Heaven. The Bible says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Let me illustrate it to you: Will you come up here, sir? The Bible says that going to Heaven is like receiving a gift. If I say to this man, “I’d like to give you this gift, but you have to come to church with me.” Is that a gift? No. If I say, “I’ll give you this gift, but you have to do a bunch of good works.” Is that a gift? No. A gift is free. All you do is receive it. Let me say this: “Here it is. I’d like to give this to you.” But what does he have to do to get it? He has to receive it. It’s the same way with Jesus. Jesus gave His life for the whole world to save us from Hell so we can go to Heaven, but we have to receive Jesus. (Thank you very much.)

Oh, my friends, the Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) See, Jesus Christ came to give His life for us, to forgive us our sins, save us from Hell that we might go to Heaven, but we’ve got to trust in Jesus before it’s too late. 

I’m reminded of a huge ship that was out at sea. All of a sudden, there were problems with the ship. They realized they were going to die, but the captain of the ship was evaluating the problem. He thought, “Well, we’ll be okay until morning.” 

Then a ship that came to rescue them said, “Let us take you on board now. Let us save your lives now!”

But the captain thought, “Well, it’s dark right now. It’s very dangerous. We can lose some people. We’ll be okay. Just wait till the morning.”

“Oh, no, no! I think you need to let us save you now!”

“No, no. We’ll do it in the morning.”

Oh, the sad part about it is, not long after that, the lights of the ship were seen no more because that ship went to the bottom of the ocean there, and everybody on board lost their lives because they thought that they could be saved another day. 

My friends, you’re not guaranteed tomorrow. The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) The Bible also says, “For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14) We’re only here for a little bit, and then there is all eternity. Today is the day of salvation as the Bible says. Oh, right now, you ask Jesus to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven, and He will do it. 

Imagine, if you will, if you were on a beautiful shore, and just enjoying a wonderful time with your family. All of a sudden, you look out and see this huge wave coming. It’s a tsunami. So you run and run with your family, and all of a sudden, the tsunami overtakes you, and kills you. Listen to me very carefully, that’s what happened in Asia when over 200,000 people were dead or missing from over twelve different countries when that tsunami hit. You and I are not guaranteed tomorrow. We need to prepare for all eternity. 

Oh, right now, Jesus is saying, “I love you. I died for you.” Jesus is saying, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him...” (Revelation 3:20) Jesus is knocking on your heart’s door. Jesus is saying, “I love you so much that I want to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven.” Why don’t you make the greatest decision of your life, and say, “Jesus, come into my heart. Save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven”? And He’ll do it. 

Oh, my friends, imagine if you were in the ocean, and you were fishing away, and all of a sudden, your boat sprang a leak. You’re trying to get the water out, but you can’t so you jump out. Then you start swimming, trying to get back to shore. You swim, and you swim, but it’s just too far away. Then you're just keeping yourself afloat. And you realize you’re about ready to drown or you’re realize you’re about ready to die, and then all of a sudden, about 20 yards away, you see a boat and you cry out, “Help! Save me!” Oh, you wouldn’t care what your friends thought. You wouldn’t care what anybody thought because you knew that boat could save your life. 

Listen to me, that’s a picture of salvation. We’re all in this ocean of sin: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) And because we’re in this ocean of sin, we’re going to drown, and go to Hell. “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23a) “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14) My friends, because we’ve done wrong, we are in this ocean of sin, we’re going to drown, and go to Hell, but that boat represents Christ. Jesus has the credentials to save you. Jesus suffered, bled, and died to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell so that you can go to Heaven. All you have to do is cry out, “Jesus, save me!” And He’ll do it. Oh, that’s why the Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) My friends, life is brief. Why don’t you receive Jesus now? 

I remember when I was living in Monterrey, Mexico, that my little baby, Alejandra, was born. Oh, she was such a beautiful baby, but when we got home, she wasn’t eating very well, so we returned to the hospital, and they immediately checked her in there. They were checking to see what was wrong with her. Some days, they told us Alejandra was okay, and other days, they told us she wasn’t doing very well. 

The twelfth day of her life, the doctor told us, “I don’t think your daughter’s doing very well. I think she’s going to die.” So we rushed into the room where Alejandra was, and that machine was flashing red. And the nurse said to my wife, “Would you like to hold your little baby before she goes to Heaven?” Oh, my friends, they put my little baby Alejandra in the hands of my wife. And at 2:38 p.m., my baby Alejandra went to Heaven. Oh, my friends, we’re not guaranteed tomorrow. Alejandra is in a wonderful place of no more hurt, or pain, or sorrow, a place called heaven, and you can go there too if you ask Jesus to come into your heart. 

I grew up in a home where there was fussing and fighting, and I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared about me, but Somebody changed my life. Jesus Christ changed my life, and He can change your life too. Oh, one day, I asked Jesus to come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven. And Jesus came into my heart. So why don’t you receive Jesus in your heart? Oh, don’t let anything keep you from it. Oh, don’t you be ashamed to do it. You receive Christ! 

I’m reminded of a little girl who was ashamed of her mother. She was ashamed of her mother because her mother’s hands were terribly burned, and they were scarred, and they looked terrible. Oh, the little girl didn’t like to go anywhere with her mother. She just hated for people to see her mother’s hands. She was so ashamed of her mother. 

One day, a relative was visiting the home and noticed the situation. She said, “Girl, can I talk with you a little bit?” She began to tell the story that when the girl was a little baby, that she was in her room and there was a storm outside. Thunder was sounding, and the lighting struck in the house, and her room was caught on fire. The mother heard the sound, and ran quickly into her room. “Oh, she saw your whole crib burning in flaming fires. Without thinking twice, your mother reached in there, and pulled you out, and ran outside and was rolling around, putting out the flaming fire from your blanket. Oh, you weren’t hurt, but your mother’s hands were burned so badly.” 

The little girl began to cry, and said, “I can’t believe I was ashamed of my mother.” 

Oh, after that, she wanted to go everywhere with her mother. Someone would say, “Why are your mother’s hands so terribly scarred and ugly?”  

She would say, “Oh, my mother’s hands were hurt in the process of saving my life!” 

Oh, listen to me. Somebody else’s hands were hurt for us so we could go to Heaven! Oh, Jesus suffered, and He bled, and He died for us so we could go to Heaven. They spit in Jesus’ face. They put a blindfold over His eyes, and they hit Him in the face and said, “Who hit you, Jesus?” Oh, they plucked His beard out! They put a crown of thorns on His head, and blood flowed down His head. Oh, these Roman soldiers took a whip, and they beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus! Why was Jesus going through that? Oh, Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying for you because He loves you, and wants to save you from Hell. 

Oh, they took Jesus to a place where they put Him on that Cross, and they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. They picked up that Cross, and they let it drop down. And there Jesus hung on the Cross suffering, bleeding, and dying to save you from Hell so you could go to Heaven. 

Oh, my friends, right now, why don’t you make the greatest decision of your whole life, and say, “Jesus, please come into my heart. Forgive me of my sins, save me from Hell, and take me to Heaven”? And He’ll do it. Oh, Jesus wants to come into your heart and save you. Just receive Jesus in your heart. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
