“Today is the Day of Salvation”
(Reach lost now.)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to 2 Corinthians chapter 6, verse number 2. 2 Corinthians chapter 6, verse number 2. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians chapter 6, verse number 2, “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2)

Now, of course, we as Christians use this in witnessing to someone that now is the moment to receive Christ because today is the day of salvation. That’s very appropriate and we should do that. But, let me say this: if that’s the case, then today is the day we need to give the Gospel to other people. Oh, now is the time to tell others about Jesus. 

A Scottish preacher stopped in the midst of a sermon, and flinging his arm out, his index finger pointed straight at a noted judge who sat at the rear of the auditorium, and cried, “Judge, God says, ‘Now!’ However, Satan says, ‘Some other time.’ But what do you say?”

The judge rose to his feet and with a trembling voice declared, “I have resisted the voice of God too long. I have compromised and put off doing what I should have already done, but now, I yield myself to God.” 

Oh, I say with that preacher, “Now! Now is the time to serve God with our lives. Now is the time to tell others about Jesus! Now is the time to live for the King of kings and the Lord of lords!” Oh, today is the day of salvation so let's reach others for Christ. I want to speak to you on that subject, “Today is the Day of Salvation.” 

Let's pray. "Lord, help us to realize the importance of telling others about Jesus today. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

One time in an evangelistic crusade, the evangelist  stopped the invitation to ask for every Christian to witness to the person next to him or her. A small boy turned to a gentleman standing near him and said, “Sir, do you know Jesus as your personal Saviour?” 

Very condescendingly, the man looked down at the little boy and replied, “Why, Son, I’m an ordained deacon.” 

With all the innocence in the world, the little boy responded, “Mister, it don’t matter what you’ve done. God will save you anyway.” 

Listen to me. We laugh at that, but that boy was doing something to reach others for Christ. My friends, we’ve got to reach others for Christ before it’s too late. Oh, there’s nothing better than telling others about Jesus. 

I heard of a young boy who brought home his report card which showed an “F” in spelling, an “F” in arithmetic, an “F” in history, and an “F” in English, but an “A” in citizenship and deportment. As the father was critically scanning the card, he looked up at his son and said, “Great, Jimmy. It looks like you’re a very neat, well-mannered, stupid kid.” 

You know, sometimes it’s easy to get the idea that we as Christians are making an “A” in everything that doesn’t matter. We have excelled in all that is unimportant, but one thing Christ has told us to do is to preach the Gospel to every creature, and we’re failing at it. Hey, you can sing, you have talent and ability, you come to church, and do this or that, but you aren’t telling someone about Jesus. Then you’ve got an “F” on your report card for everything that is really important because you’re not telling someone about Christ. Oh, we’ve got reach others for Jesus because today is the day of salvation.

In one school a preacher attended, a girl was known to be the easiest mark for young men; however, she was the winner each year of the sword drill contest. She could find Romans 12 faster than anyone, but she never presented her body “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God...” (Romans 12:1) She was the first to turn to Proverbs 31, but she was not the virtuous woman, nor was she a woman that feared the Lord. Oh, you may know about the Bible, you may have been in church for years and years, but I ask the question, “What are you doing to bring others to Jesus?” If you’re not doing that, you’re just a big show in a lot of ways. Hey, let’s reach others for Christ.

Charles Hadden Spurgeon said, “It is not at all an easy calling to be a soul-winner. A soul-winner does not sit in the armchair and catch fish. He has to go out in the rough weather. Oh, he that regardeth clouds will never fish. If we never do any work for Christ except when we feel up to the mark, we shall not do much. We must always be at it, until we wear ourselves out, throwing our whole soul into the work in all weather, for Christ’s sake.” 

My friends, most of the time, I don’t feel like going soul winning, but I go out and do it and God blesses and then I don’t want to quit. So we’ve got to do the right thing. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) Oh, today is the day of salvation. Today is the day to reach others for Christ. 

If you study in the book of Acts, you’ll see that the Lord was adding to the church every day. That means they were soul winning and telling others about Jesus every day. The Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) If you notice, every day they were trying to get the Gospel out to other people. If you and I are going to be good Christians, then we need to do something every day to give the Gospel. We can all do it. It’s like this: “Hey, here’s something for you.” 

Hey, we can all pass out tracts. I heard many stories of folks who have received Christ after reading a tract. One pastor said, “Darrell, if you’re knocking on doors, leave a tract. Someone left a tract on my door and I received Christ as my Saviour.” Hey, we can all pass out tracts in bathrooms or wherever! 

Sometimes when I go to Walmart, I put tracts in boxes and in the pockets of pants and clothes, and stuff like that. I leave tracts with cashiers. Hey, leave tracts everywhere you go. Let’s give the Gospel everywhere. Let’s do something every day to tell someone else about Jesus Christ. My friends, the Lord was adding to the church daily. That means they were doing something every day to reach others for Christ. Let’s reach others for Christ every day! Oh, today is the day of salvation. Every day we should try to do something to tell others about Christ. 

Someone asked Harry Heinz of Heinz Ketchup, “Since you’re a Christian, why are you not up and at it?” 

Heinz became very indignant and went home to bed, but sleep eluded him. At four in the morning, he prayed that God would make him a power in his work, and then he went to sleep. 

At the next meeting of the bank's president he attended, Mr. Heinz turned to the man next to him and spoke of Christ. The man looked at him in amazement and said, “I have wondered many times why, if you really believed in Christ, you had never spoken to me.” Oh, I wonder if many people think that about you? “You know Christ and you go to that church, but you never told me about Jesus Christ.” From that time on, Henry Heinz kept busy leading others to Jesus Christ. The bank president was the first of many souls he was able to win. Oh, will you let the Lord use you to tell others about Jesus? See, God wants to use you to reach precious souls for Christ. 

Charles Hadden Spurgeon said, “I cannot believe that you will ever pluck a brand from the burning, without putting your hand near enough to feel the heat of the fire. You must have, more or less, a distinct sense of the dreadful wrath of God and of the terrors of the judgment to come, or you will lack energy in your work, and so lack one of the essentials of success. I do not think a preacher ever speaks well upon such topics until he feels them pressing upon him as a persistent burden from the Lord.”

Oh, my friends, do we believe there is a real Hell? Hey, General William Booth of the Salvation Army wanted to train his soldiers for Christ in this way. He said, “I would like to grab them by the heels and lower them into Hell for a little bit to feel the fires of Hell, and then they would go out and do all they could to reach others for Christ.” Oh, do we believe there’s a real Hell? 

You say, “What is one of the things that keeps you motivated to go soul winning?” One of the things is that I think about Hell and that people will die and burn there, and that rich man in hell that is saying, “Hey! Somebody help!” But there’s no help. “Hey, somebody go tell my mom, and dad, and my family not to come to this place. Oh, I'm burning.” Oh, we’ve got to reach people for Christ because there’s a real place called Hell. 

If I were on a railroad track passed out, I wouldn’t want you to stand 25 yards away and say, “Well, I will wait until I feel an urgent need to wake that man up and tell him a locomotive is coming, but I don’t worry since I've gotten my victory.” No, sir! Don't do that! I would want you to arouse me and get me off that track before I was crushed by the train. In fact, it really wouldn’t bother me if you were carnal, indignant, or depressed. The primary consideration is that my life was saved. Oh, today is the day of salvation.

At one seminary, students in evangelism are involved in servanthood evangelism.  What that means is they get together in groups and go into the community, showing the love of Christ and sharing the love of Christ. For example, the youth regularly pump gas at a local gas station for free. When asked why they do that, they reply, “We’re showing the love of Jesus in a practical way.” Then they witness. Several have been won to Christ.

Others offer free car washes. People are amazed to receive a free car wash. Once, a Hindu man came to Christ through this approach. 

Once they went into a laundromat with quarters to pay for the patrons’ laundry. Two adults were saved.

Two students go door-to-door, and as they go, they carry light bulbs to give as gifts. Dozens of other examples could be given, but you get the idea. 

Someone said, “He who preaches to broken hearts will never lack an audience.” So we just have to think where the people, and how they are hurting, and try to help them. I am merely saying, Get people centered, and watch God bring a new power to your ministry. Be creative. Use your imagination. Think beyond the normal approaches and watch God bless you with great evangelistic harvest. We need to use our minds. Someone thought about using buses. Somebody thought about using the radio. Somebody thought about using television. Use your mind and think, “What can I do to give the Gospel to other people?” 

Jesus said that we are to love Him with our minds. Let’s use our minds to think, “What can we do to reach others for Christ?” Oh, God can use you to do great and mighty things. God may give you an idea that can impact thousands and maybe millions for Christ. Oh, use your mind and say, “God, show me how I can reach others for Christ.” 

Hey, I’ve used inflatables, a mechanical bull, costumes, different things like this, just to reach people. Use your mind. Think, “What can I do to reach others?” One evangelist said to me, “You know there are people there. So think of a way to reach them.” Be creative and ask God how you can reach them. Hey, Jesus preached to the multitudes, and the disciples preached to the multitudes, so let's preach to the multitudes as well!  Oh, let's reach others for Jesus. 

At one time someone said, “56 million people die yearly, 153,000 die a day, and 107 die per minute. And the majority of them have never heard the Gospel.” Oh, we’ve got to reach people before it’s too late. Let’s get busy! Today is the day of salvation. Today is the day to tell others about Jesus! 

If you are a professed follower of Christ, and yet are not out in the field laboring to gather the harvest before the storm comes, the words of the late Charles Alexander, the great song leader, are for you: “Anybody who is not doing personal work has sin in his life. I don’t care who you are: a preacher, teacher, mother, father, child, if you are not reaching definite people to a definite Saviour at a definite time or trying hard to do so, you have sin in your life. If this is true, and it is, for disobedience to the Great Commission is sin, what a weight of guilt is resting on the multitude of Christians today.” Listen to me. We have got to do something now. Tell God you're sorry. Say, I want to do something every day to tell people about Jesus. The Bible says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9) Oh, let’s get right with God and decide we’re going to do something every day to reach everybody for the Lord. 

One time, an evangelist was leading a revival in one of the southern states of the United States, and the pastor and he stopped at a filling station for some gas. The owner of the station was seated inside, while one of his employees was waiting on them. He went inside and began to witness to this man, and the man followed every word with his eyes, as he read from the New Testament. Never had he seen a man more interested in what the Bible had to say about his need of God. In just a few moments, the pastor rushed into the station and seeing what he was doing, blurted out, “Hey! The university really has a team this year, doesn’t it?”

The man responded, “Sure do.” Then he put his index finger on the page of the text, preparing to ask me a question, said the evangelist, when all at once the pastor interrupted, “Well, come on, Preacher. We’ve got to get to this lady’s house. She’ll never forgive us if dinner gets cold.” 

The pastor pulled the evangelist by the arm and they left. As they got into the car, the pastor said to the evangelist, “Man, you were about to mess up everything. I want to win his respect before I witness to him.”

The evangelist said, “How long have you been trying to do this?”

He sheepishly said, “Well, about six years.”

Three nights after that stop at the filling station, that man lay dead of a heart attack at the age of 43. Oh, the evangelist said, “My heart breaks to think where he is today.” 

Oh, today is the day to witness to other people! We’ve got to do something to reach others for Christ. A preacher said, “I was working for a construction company building houses in Dallas, Texas. One young man I worked with, we’ll call him Tom, was obviously lost. He was a handsome young man of 19 who had been married only a few months. He knew I would be on my way to a Baptist college in the fall to be a ministry student. I  lived a good example before him in those months of June and July, refusing to listen to the filthy jokes, and never participating in the cursing and beer-drinking. 

"The last week of July,” the preacher said, “my dad and I came in from the church, and my mother who was ill had remained home that day, and handed me a copy of the Dallas Times Herald and began to cry. A small article  told me about Tom drowning Saturday afternoon in the lake. Then I remembered back to Friday afternoon when he told me that he and his boss were going fishing. 

I went to my room, terribly depressed realizing that for two months, I had worked side by side with this young man and had never given him a chance to say, ‘No’ or ‘Yes’ to Christ. I kept saying this to myself that I needed to win his respect and develop the friendship. But what I needed to do was to win his soul and the Holy Spirit would develop the friendship.” The preacher said, “It still hurts to this hour to realize that at least one person for sure will be eternally lost because of the silent lips of this preacher.” Oh, who will be in hell because you didn't tell them about Jesus?

The Bible teaches that there will be weeping in the future. Some on that final day will weep and wail because they never told people like they should how to receive the gift of eternal life. It says that one day that our tears will be wiped away. I wonder if we will weep and cry because we didn’t tell someone about Jesus and they’re in Hell. I wonder if that’s why Jesus will wipe tears from our eyes. My friends, we’ve got to reach people before it’s too late. Oh, we don’t want their blood on our hands. 

A preacher said, “A few years ago, my wife and I had a new home built. One of the men who worked on the house almost every day was a lost man. Each night I would pray that the Lord would give me the courage to witness to him. The last day he was on the job, I decided to do it. He was loading his pickup truck with his materials when I drove up. 

I approached him and said, ‘John, may I take a minute and tell you how you can become a Christian?’

He said, ‘Go ahead.’ 

Soon we were both leaned over the bed of that truck, praying, as John gave his heart to Christ.”  

Oh, my friends, scores of people are waiting for someone to talk to them. They will not be saved by prayer only. It will take a little time to speak the word of truth to their hearts. There comes a time to get off our knees and onto our feet. See, prayer and work go together. Work without prayer is presumption, and prayer without work is hypocrisy. Oh, we’ve got to do something to reach people before it’s too late. See, people want to know the truth, and today is the day of salvation! Today is the day to tell others about Jesus. 

A preacher in New York became burdened for a certain banker to receive Christ as his Saviour. One day he went to the banker’s office and asked for a 10-minute interview. 

“Have you come on business, Pastor?” 

“Yes, business for God and for eternity. I would like to talk to you about your soul.”

To the pastor's surprise, the banker replied, “I’ve been waiting 30 years for someone to tell me how to get saved. Ten minutes you said? Well, come to my house and make it the whole evening.” 

At the home, the pastor led the banker to Christ. 

Oh, my friends, souls are still hungry for the Gospel, even an old banker. So let us be faithful to witness and win others to Jesus Christ because today is the day of salvation! Today is the day to reach others for Christ! Oh, let’s daily do something to reach others for the Lord! 

John R. Rice, a great evangelist of God used to reach thousands, said, “A friend of mine, an evangelist, told me of a preaching in a prison chapel one Sunday to 1200 men. Sitting at the front and apart from the others, were two men barely 20 years old. After the service, my friend was warned about those two men and was told that they had come from death row, and in two days they would die in the electric chair. It came over God's servant like a shock that he had preached the last sermon that these two men would ever hear before they went into eternity.”

Oh, listen to me. We’ve got to do all we can because those people out there don’t have a guarantee of tomorrow. They could die and step into Hell in just a moment. We’ve got to reach people before it’s too late. Someone once said, “I expect to pass through this world but once. Any good thing therefore that I can do or any kindness I could show to any fellow human being, let me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.”

Oh, my friends, we’re just passing through this world once, so we’ve got to reach people for Christ now. Oh, today is the day of salvation. Today is the day that we need to reach others for Christ. Oh, let’s reach everybody, every day, and everywhere for Christ. Let’s reach others for Jesus before it’s too late. Let’s do it now! Oh, let’s do it because today is the day of salvation.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
