(Visual - real Jesus banner and whip)
"The Sufferings of Jesus"
Well, it is sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Isaiah 53, verse number 1. Isaiah chapter 53, verse number 1. 

While you are turning there, could you please help me? (Visual - real Jesus banner) Let's put this up here. Throughout this message, I want you to look at this and think of what Jesus went through for you because He loves you. 

Let's look at what the Bible says. The Bible says in Isaiah 53:1, "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth." (Isaiah 53:1-7)

The Bible says, "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." (Isaiah 53:5) Anybody who reads of this or hears of this says that is a description of what Jesus went through on the cross. However, a very interesting fact about what we just read is that this is a prophecy that Jesus would come. 

Let me explain. This was written seven hundred years before Jesus was ever born. What am I trying to say? That God had a purpose that He would send His Son to the cross where He would die to forgive us of our sins. He would suffer so that we could be set free.

I want to speak to you on the subject "The Sufferings of Jesus." Jesus loves you so much that He was willing to suffer for you so that you could be set free. 

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to understand this truth. In Jesus' name, Amen."

There was a college play that showed a scene of a home in Jerusalem during the time of Christ. When the curtain opened, one could see the mother and father. The man happened to be a carpenter who lived during the time of the Lord Jesus Christ. The woman was talking to her husband as their two children were busy playing. 

The woman said, "Honey, I heard at the market today that the Roman government is advertising for carpenters to make a bid on crosses that they use for execution. Honey, you know that we have been needing some extra spending money. I know that you have been making these cabinets and these chairs, but you could start making crosses and earn us some extra money."

He replied, "No, dear. I love my work and I love to help people to have cabinets and stools and chairs. But I just can't make a cross."

Then her pleading turned to nagging. "Well, I don't have enough spending money."

All of a sudden the scene faded. Then the curtain opened again to another scene several weeks later. Coming to the same house a little boy was crying, "Mom and Dad! Mom and Dad!"

"Son, what is wrong?"

"Oh, Mom and Dad!"

"Son, what is wrong? Control yourself."

"Mom and Dad, I was at the market, and coming down the street I saw a big crowd. And, Mom and Dad, I went over there and saw Jesus."

"Well, son, do you mean that Jesus that we have loved? The Jesus that we have always thought was a good man who taught good things?"

"Yes, sir. Yes, sir. That's is the man. Jesus. Jesus. Yes, Daddy, I saw Him. And, Daddy, He was carrying our cross - a cross that we made right out here in our shop. We made the cross that Jesus was carrying. They are going to kill Jesus on the cross that we made."

"No, son. You know that other people who have made crosses. That is not our cross."

"Oh, daddy, it is our cross. The cross that we made right there in our shops."

"Son, son, calm down. Son how do you know?"

"Daddy, do you remember when that man came by and wanted you to build cabinets?"

"Yes, son. I remember." 

"Do you remember when you and that man started talking in the living room?"

"Yes, son."

"Daddy, I went out to the shop where we had left the cross that we had just finished. I looked at the pretty cross that we had made. And, Daddy, I did what so many famous people do. I put my name on that cross. Daddy, I did not tell you that I wrote my name on that cross. Daddy, I was in the great crowd of people today. I saw Jesus coming by. Just when Jesus got even with me, He fell, and that cross that we made crushed his shoulders. Daddy, I know that it was our cross because when Jesus fell right at my feet, I looked at that cross and there was my name. There was my name that I put there."

The boy straightened himself up and said, "Daddy, do you understand what I am saying? My name was on that cross."

Oh, my friends, let me tell you today. Your name and my name was on that cross. Oh, Jesus was dying on that cross for you and me to pay the price to forgive us of our sins so that we could be set free from hell and go to heaven some day. 

Listen to me very carefully. Dr. Chamberlain, one of the oldest missionaries, says that one day while he was preaching in Binaries, among the people who came to bathe in the sacred stream was a man who had journeyed wearily on his knees and elbows from a great distance with a pain of conviction in his heart. He hoped that by washing in the Ganges river to be relieved of his judgment that he felt. Oh, poor soul. He dragged himself to the river's edge and made his prayer to Gonga his god and crept in. 

A moment later he emerged with the old pain still tugging in his heart. He laid prostrate on the bank in despair and heard the voice of a missionary telling about Jesus. He raised himself and crawled a little nearer. He listened to the simple story of Jesus on the cross. He was hungry and thirsty for it. He rose upon his knees and then upon his feet. Then clapped his hands and cried, "That is what I want! That is what I want! Oh, I want the story of the cross that Jesus gave His life! I need Jesus!"

Oh, you and I need Jesus as well, my friend. Jesus gave His life on the cross for you. Think about how Pilate took Jesus and he scourged Him. The soldiers planted a crown of thorns on his head. They put on Him a purple robe and mocked Him saying, "Hail, hail King of the Jews." They smote Him with their hands.

Afterward Pilate brings him out. After talking with Jesus, he said, "Hey, I find no fault with this man." 

The Bible says, “Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer." (John 19:5-9) 

He was led as a sheep before the slaughter but He opened not his mouth. He gave his back to the smiters. Oh, He willingly suffered for us.  

Pilate said, "You are not going to speak to me? You know I have the power to crucify You and the power to let You go." 

Jesus said, "You would have no power over Me at all unless it is given from above. This is about the Father's will. I am coming here, not to do My will, but to do his. I am to give My life as a ransom for the whole world." 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter as John the Baptist said, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." (John 1:29) "And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar." (John 19:12) "But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar." (John 19:15) Then the sad words were said. "Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha." (John 19:16-17) 

There they crucified with him two other men who were thieves. One on one side and other on the other and Jesus in the midst of them. Jesus' hands were stretched out, stretching out to those people, representing He reaches out to anybody no matter how bad you are. 

"And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS." (John 19:19) It was written in Greek, Hebrew, and Latin. A testimony to all. "Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate answered, What I have written I have written." (John 19:21-22) Get out of my face. 

"Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it." (John 19:23-24)  Let us gamble for His clothes. Then we will see whose it shall be. 

This was a fulfillment of scripture. It was a prophecy that would occur about Christ saying, "They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots." (John 19:24) But as Jesus hung there on the cross and they gambled for His clothes, He cried out, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do."

Oh, think about what Jesus went through on the cross. He is saying to you, saying to the Father on your behalf, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do." Jesus gave His life for you. 

"When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home." (John 19:26-27) Jesus took care of his mother. That is the way that Jesus was. He always went about doing good. Jesus healed the sick, cleansed the leper, caused the blind to see. Jesus helped people. That is why Jesus came, is to give His life for the whole world. 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) Jesus gave His life for you to save you from hell so that you might have everlasting life. Meaning that one day you will go to a place of no more hurt or pain if you will trust in what Jesus did for you on the cross. 

"After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost." (John 19:28-30)

Oh, Jesus willingly gave His life for you so that you could go to heaven. He paid the price to set you free from your sins, save you from hell, and to take you to heaven. 

When Jesus cried, "It is finished," it is from the Greek word Tetelestai, which means paid in full. Jesus paid the price to set us free.

Think about that Jesus suffered for you. Think about that whip which was about twelve feet long. That whip sometimes had sharp pieces of bone or metal or what have you or glass. They took that whip and they beat Him. They had a whip. They beat Jesus. (Visual - whip) They beat Jesus. They beat Jesus. Why was Jesus going through that? "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." (Isaiah 53:5) Jesus was doing that so that you could be forgiven of your sins. 

Think of how Jesus suffered. They spat in his face. That is a very disgusting thing if someone were to spit in your face. I don't know if somebody does that to me I am ready to punch. But Jesus willingly let them spit in His face. He was willing to be humiliated and go to a cross and die for you and for me. 

They plucked his beard out. Have you ever had somebody pull your hair? That hurts, doesn’t it? Imagine them plucking his beard out. Oh, He was suffering for you. "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting." (Isaiah 50:6) 

They hit Jesus. They hit Jesus. They hit Him. They put a blindfold over Him and they were hitting Him. Oh, so many people want to hurt you and have done bad things to you. I don't understand, but Jesus understands it. He was giving His life for you because He loves you.

Oh, they put a crown of thorns on His brow. Some say that these thorns were three to four inches long. They made a crown and they drove it on His head. They took a rod and beat it on His head, and blood flowed down His face. The Bible says "without shedding of blood is no remission." (Hebrews 9:22b) The Bible says that life is in the blood. Oh, Jesus was shedding His blood or giving His life so that you could be forgiven of your sins. It is like a soldier giving his life for others. Jesus shed His blood and gave His life so that you can be saved from hell and go to heaven someday.

I think of how Jesus suffered for us as He was carrying that cross. He went through all of this and then that put that cross on. Some people say it was two hundred and fifty to three hundred pounds, this cross. He was carrying it along the way and He fell under it. You imagine that cross falling on His back. Oh, what pain He went through for us! 

Then, they got to the place of Calvary. They drove spikes into His hands. They picked up that spike and they drove it into His feet. They put nails in His hands for the things that you have done with your hands that you shouldn't be doing. They put the crown of thorns on His head for the things that you thought that you shouldn't. They put a spike in His feet for the places you've gone that you shouldn't. Oh, Jesus suffered to forgive you of your sins. Jesus couldn't get any relief because He was suffering on the cross for you and for me. 

Doctor Truman Davis contemplated the story of the Christ. It dawned on him that he didn't know the actual immediate cause of death for a victim of crucifixion, so he began to study the ancient practice of torture and death by fixation to a cross. He discovered as the victim is being crucified, he slowly sags down with more weight. As he slowly sags down with more weight on the nails in his wrist, excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain. The nails on the wrist were putting pressure on the median nerves. 

As he pushes himself upward to avoid the stretching torment, he places his full weight on the nail in his feet. Again there is searing agony tearing through the nerves between the metatarsal bones of the feet. At this point his arms fatigue great waves of cramps sweep over the muscles, knotting them in deep relentless throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push himself upward. Hanging by his arms, the pectoral muscles are paralyzed and the inter-coastal muscles are unable to act. Air can be drawn in the lungs but cannot be expelled. The victim fights to raise himself in order to get even one short breath. 

Finally carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially subside. Spasmodically he is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in life-giving oxygen. It was undoubtedly these periods of time that Jesus uttered His short sayings on the cross, like, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." (Luke 23:34) "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46) He was suffering our hell for us. 

When Jesus was cried that out, I believe He was suffering the hell that we deserve. The Bible says, "For the wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire." (Revelation 20:14) I believe Jesus was suffering our hell so that we wouldn't have to go there.

Think of hell, a place of fire and torment where they gnash their teeth and they cry out, "Help, help," but there is no help. Jesus was crying out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46) He was suffering your hell so you wouldn't have to go there. Oh, if you will trust in Him as your Saviour, that He died in your place to save you from hell, you could go to heaven some day, a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain.

Then He cried, "It is finished" (John 19:30) saying that He paid the price to set us free. All we have to do is trust that so that we can go to heaven. 

After Jesus died, the soldier went to make sure that He was dead, so he drove his spear or his lance through the fifth interspace between the ribs upward through the pericardium and into his heart. There was an escape of water fluid from the sacks around the heart, giving postpartum evidence that our Lord Jesus died not the usual crucifixion death by suffocation but of heart failure - a broken heart due to the shock and the constriction of the heart by fluid and the paricardium. As someone said, the nails didn't keep Jesus on the cross. It was His love for you and me. Oh, Jesus willingly gave His life so you could be forgiven of your sins and go to heaven.  

So why was Jesus suffering on the cross? So that we can be forgiven of our sins. The Bible says, "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit." (I Peter 3:18) Our sin separates us but Jesus died to forgive us of our sins so that we can have right relationship with Christ. Jesus died to save us from hell so we could go to heaven. 

Let me give you the full story. Jesus died on the cross for us. He was buried in the grave. But on the third day He rose from the dead. Because he had done nothing wrong personally, He was only giving His life as a substitute in our place so that we could be saved from hell. The Bible says He "was raised again for our justification." (Romans 4:25) Oh, Jesus lives, my friend, and He wants to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven someday. 

As I said earlier, when Jesus was dying on the cross, there were two thieves there. One on the one side and one on the other. One would say, "If You are really real and You are who You say you are, could get us out of here?"

But then the other said, "Oh, be quiet. This man has done nothing wrong. He is giving His life for us and for the whole world," and he said, "Jesus, remember me." In other words, he was saying, "I am trusting in You to save me from hell and take me to heaven."

Jesus said, "Today you are going to be with Me in paradise." You are going to go to a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain. He trusted in Jesus to save him from hell and take him to heaven. And Jesus said, "You are going to be there forever."

Oh, if you will trust that Jesus died on the cross to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven, then Jesus said, "I will take you to heaven." Oh, trust in Jesus to get you to heaven. "But he {Jesus} was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." (Isaiah 53:5) Oh, trust in Jesus that He gave his life for you so that you could go to heaven.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
