(Visual – go through obstacles)

“Go Forward”

Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Philippians chapter 3 and verse number 13. Philippians chapter 3 and verse number 13. Before we get started let me say this: we live in a world where there is a lot of hurt and pain and sorrow and problems and so many tragedies that occur in our life. What do we do when everything is against us? What do we do when we are overcome with our burdens, tragedies, heartaches, and the trials of life? What do we do in these situations? How can we overcome and go forward? I want to speak to you today on how to deal with these problems and the situations of life. 

Look with me if you will at Philippians chapter 3 and verse number 13. The apostle Paul speaking here. The Bible says, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” I want you to notice what it says there – “forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” I want to speak to you on the subject "Let's Go Forward." Let's Go Forward. 

The Bible says, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) My friends, the Bible teaches us that when the heartaches and the troubles come, if we will keep our focus on the Lord, He can help us to get through it. We need to forget those things which are behind and press forward, go forward, and continue going forward in life. Let's go forward for the Lord. 

Every head bowed every eye closed. “Lord, there are so many people with hurts, pains, troubles, and heartaches, and they have so many things against them. Lord, I pray that You would help them to go forward and to realize this great truth that can help them in all their lives. Oh, Lord, we need to hear this. In Jesus' name, Amen.”
Let's go forward. My friends, sometimes sicknesses or weaknesses of the body may be allowed so our Saviour can use us in a greater way. It may be that by our illnesses we are drawn closer to the Lords' side and thereby receive more of His power. 

It was Charles Hadden Spurgeon who said, “We learn more about God through our trials than by our books.” The great reformer said, “Prayer is the best book in my library.” He might have added affliction as the next. Someone said, “Sickness is the best doctor of divinity in all the world, and trial is the finest exposition of Scripture.” 

When Dr. Payson was suffering his last illness, a friend came to his sickroom and said, "I'm sorry to see you lying on your back."

Dr. Payson answered, "Do you know why God puts us on our back sometimes?"

"No," was the answer.

Payson said, "In order that we may look up."

Hey, may we not fail to live true to God, whatever the trial that comes in life. Keep your testimony sure and steadfast for the Lord. Look upward. Oh, my friends, no matter what heartaches, burdens, or circumstances that come against us, we need to keep our attention on Christ and look up and go forward for the Lord.

A young man accepted for the African missionary field had reported to New York for passage. However, he found out that his wife could not stand the climate. He was broken hearted but he prayerfully returned to his home and determined to make all the money he could to be used in the spreading of the gospel over the world. His father, a dentist, had started to make on the side an unfermented wine for the communion service. The young man took the business over and developed it until it assumed vast proportions. His name was Welch, whose family still manufactures grape juice. Welch gave literally hundreds of thousands of dollars to the work of missions and to reaching people around the world for the Lord Jesus Christ. When the disappointment came, he decided to go forward for the Lord, and the Lord used him in a great and mighty way.
Hey, when the tragedies come and the heartaches come and the disappointments come, we need to look forward, and go forward, realizing that Christ has something better in store for us. See, God can even use our weaknesses or our trials in life to reach this world for Christ. 

Oh, God can turn the bad into something good for us, our spiritual growth, and also to help others. Oh, we need to forget the past and go forward. I mean, we can learn from the past, but we don't need to be overwhelmed and taken back for it. We need to go forward. 

I'm reminded of when I was growing up that my parents got divorced. I was overwhelmed and depressed and it seemed like everything was against me, but the Lord helped me and gave me strength in the midst of that. I don't dwell on that past except for the fact that I have learned from it and I have given testimonies from my past that have helped other people. Now, I can't let those feelings, how I felt mistreated and unloved, keep me from doing what God has for me to do. Oh, I have to forget the things which are behind and reach forth unto those things which are before. 

When my baby girl died in the arms of my wife after she had only lived for 12 days, it was overwhelming and the pain and the hurt and all the difficult circumstances that surrounded that. Oh, we were completely overwhelmed, but we ended up writing a tract and God is using that to reach others for Christ. But, my friends, I can't just go back to the past and dwell on those hurts and pains. Oh, I have learned from them and I speak about them to help other people, but I can't just stay below my circumstances like so many others. Maybe some of you are staying below your circumstances, and they have overcome you and are controlling you, and I say unto you, “You have got to go forward. You have got to go forward. You have got to go forward so that you can have the victory.”
Oh, my friends, what has happened in the past, happened in the past, and we need to go forward. If we don't, it is going to poison our own selves and our relationships with others. Let's let go of the past and forget those things which are behind and reach unto those things which are before. Maybe the most important question is not ‘Why this happened?” but ‘How will we respond?’ Oh, let's let go of the past, the pain, and the problems, and go forward, keeping our eyes on Jesus. Oh, the Lord is the only One Who can help us. 

I need six guys to help me. You six guys, come up here. This guy is going to represent the Lord. This guy is going to represent you. These guys are going to represent obstacles and challenges in life. Now the Bible says in Psalms 23, The Lord is our Shepherd. See, God loves us and cares about us and is going to be with us throughout all the circumstances of life. Psalms 23 says, “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”  (Psalm 23:1-8)
What a great promise that the Lord is going to be with us no matter what happens in life, and that goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our life. Oh, the Bible says, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) See, God can turn everything around in to good. We can trust God. Hey, it is going to be wonderful when we get to heaven and finally understand it all. 

But I want you to notice that the Bible says, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” The Lord was with this person going through the valley of the shadow of death. Now, he is representing you. Now I want you to try to go through there. It is a very hard thing for him to do. Now, you get this person who represents God behind him. Now, you push him through there. Now he is getting through there. 

Hey, there are still obstacles. There are still trials. There are still problems. There is still that walking through the valley of the shadow of death. There are all those problems, but God is with you. God is strengthening you. God is helping you. God is going to be right there with you. Jesus said, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5b) The Bible promises that “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13) The Bible says, “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

Hey, our God is with us and we can have the victory. Nothing is impossible with God. God can help us through the difficulty. God never promised that it would be easy or there would be no difficulties or problems or heartaches or tragedies, but He has promised that He will go with us and help us through it. “For thy rod and thy staff they comfort me” and strengthen me. Oh, God is going to give us the strength, and He is going to take us through it, if we will keep our trust in Him. Let’s go forward with God’s help. Amen! Thank you for your help.
An old missionary and his wife who had given their lives in Africa were coming back to the United States. It just so happened that on the same boat with the old missionaries was Theodore Roosevelt, former President of the United States, coming back from a big game hunt in Africa. Everybody was excited, and everything on the ship was done for Teddy Roosevelt. Everybody was conscious of his presence. No one seemed to pay attention to the old missionary and his wife. Days passed and they came to the New York harbor. The missionary said, "Look, everything is for Roosevelt. When we get to port just watch the bands the crowds and the cheering. Wife, do you reckon that anybody will be at the port to welcome us home?"

Sure enough, when the big ship came in, there was a marine band, the cheering of thousands to greet the former President of the United States from a big game hunt in Africa. Down the plank walked the broken missionary and by his side his poor wife and not a soul to meet them as they came home. In a cheap hotel in New York city, bitterness entered the heart of the missionary. He said, "Wife, it isn't far. It is not right. We go to Africa and give our lives for the Lord. Roosevelt goes there for a big hunt and returns home and is greeted by thousands and not a soul to welcome us. Not a soul."

His wife said, "Husband, I can't answer it but I am going to leave you by yourself for awhile."

The old missionary got down on his knees and cried out to God. Then the Lord came down in a sense and put his hand on the shoulder of the old broken down missionary and whispered, "Hey, missionary, you are not home yet."

Oh, how blessed and true is this statement! We are not home yet. Hey, we are going through tough times and heartaches and burdens, but I remind you today that we are not at home yet. Heaven is our home. We are just passing through here. And when we get to heaven, everything will make sense. We will see how people have been reached for Christ because we stayed true to our God and we decided, “I will go forward. I will go forward. Oh, it hurts. I am being overcome. I have got so many things that are coming against me, but I am going to go forward.” 

The Bible says in Romans 8:18, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Oh, what a great day when we get to heaven. All the pains and the suffering are not going to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us. What a day that will be when our Jesus we shall see in Heaven! We are going to rejoice in heaven. Hey, keep going forward. Keep going forward. Keep going forward. Let's go forward for Christ. 

Now, listen to me very carefully. I can imagine in my mind’s eye, here is Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, and He is praying. The Bible says that He was praying so hard that he sweat as great drops of blood. I believe that he was in such agony and such torment in the sense of thinking about our sins that were going to be placed upon Him. Hey, Jesus was going to face the cross in just a little while. But yet Jesus went forward. Jesus got up from there and a mob met him. They hit the Shepherd, they hit Jesus, and the disciples abandoned him. These people that loved Jesus and were around Him all the time left the Lord by Himself. Oh, can you imagine what a terrible day that was for Jesus in a sense of humanly speaking of the hurt, the pain, and the rejection? Oh, you felt like that. Jesus felt that way, too. 

They led Christ to a place where they put Him on trial and made false accusations. They lied against Jesus. Many people have said things against you that are not true. I don't understand, but Jesus understands. My friends, they put a blindfold over His eyes and those soldiers hit Him in the face and said, “Who hit you, Jesus? Who hit you?” Oh, that wasn't a good day. Some of you have been beaten up and been abused and have just had so many bad things happened to you. I don't understand, but Jesus does. 

Oh, they put a crown of thorns on Jesus’ head and blood flowed down His face. Oh, what pain and torment have people put you through in your mind and heart? I don't understand, but Jesus does. Oh, what a terrible day that was. 

Those big Roman soldiers took a whip and they ripped Jesus’ back open. They beat Jesus and they beat Him and they beat Him. Oh, my friends, what a terrible day that was. Oh, I think of so many of you who have been beaten and mistreated and had so many things that have come against you in an unjust manner. You have suffered so much. Hey, Jesus hadn't done anything wrong but they were whipping Him. Oh what a terrible day that was! 

They led Jesus to Golgotha, the place of the skull. Jesus had to carry that cross, and He fell under the weight of it. Oh, some of you have had so much on you. It has just crippled you. It has thrown you down to the ground. You don't know what to do. I don't understand, but Jesus does. Oh what a terrible day that was for Christ! 

Then they stretched out Jesus’ hands and they drove those spikes into His hands. Oh, my friends, who has hurt you? Hey, they drove that spike into His feet. Pow, pow, pow. Jesus was beaten. Jesus was tortured. Jesus was whipped up on. Oh, some of you have had some cruel and unthinkable things happen to you and you have gone through so much. I don't understand but Jesus understands. 

They picked up that old cross and they dropped it down. Jesus just hung there on that cross and He suffered and He bled and He died. Hey, Jesus was up on the cross and He looked out and He saw that they were casting lots for His garments. They were acting like He was not important, like He was just some old person and His clothes were not very important. Oh, maybe many people think that you are not important. How many people have just treated you like trash? 

They stripped Jesus of His clothes. How many people have stripped you and have done things that they shouldn't have? I don't understand, and I can't help you, but there is Somebody Who can and understands what you went through. Oh, Jesus suffered for us. 

When Jesus Christ was up on the cross there was His mom watching the whole thing. He told one of his disciples, “Hey, you take care of my mama. You take care of my mama.” Oh, can you imagine some of your relatives having to see how you have been mistreated? It is overwhelming to them. “Oh, I can't get over what they have done to my child or my friend.” Hey, God understands. God understands. Hey, I don't understand, but Jesus understands the injustices in the world that have been done because Jesus suffered injustice as well.

There was Jesus on the cross and He cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Oh, some of you feel forsaken. You feel like nobody loves you. You feel like nobody cares for you. You feel like everything is against you with all of your problems. Hey, I have no idea and I don't understand, but Jesus understands. Oh, Jesus loves you. Jesus ended up dying on the cross for us because He loves us. Jesus loves you.
Oh, Jesus died on the cross. The Bible says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) I don't understand; you have seen loved ones die and your heart is broken. I don't understand, but God saw His Son die. Oh, the unjustness of this world. Hey, it didn't make sense and it seemed like a horrible day when Jesus died. 
They put Jesus in an old tomb. There is nothing like seeing a precious loved one that you want to be with you put in that tomb. You have got this hurt and you have got this pain and got this heartache. It seemed like a terrible day and it seemed like a horrible thing was happening there. Jesus died and He was buried and put in this tomb for a couple of days. 
But I must remind you that something happened on the third day. Hey, Sunday came, and Jesus arose from the dead. Hey, you are going through a tough time, but Sunday is coming. There is coming a victory on the third day. On Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead, proving that He has power over sin, death, and the grave, and that, no matter what you have been through, He can help you with it. No matter what sins you have done, Jesus can forgive you. 

Oh, listen to me. I don't know what your burdens are. I don't know what your heartaches are, but go forward, go forward. Oh, go forward! If Jesus would have just thought about all the pain and stopped, Jesus would not have been able to give His life for a ransom for us. But Jesus looked forward to the resurrection. Jesus was going to rise from the dead. Oh, Jesus rose from the dead. Now, it didn't look good, the death of Jesus, but remember – Jesus rose from the dead. 

Hey, listen to me. The Bible says, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) My friends, I don't know what you have been through, but Jesus understands and loves you. Hey, Jesus will give you the strength to go forward. Let's go forward with the help of Jesus. 
Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) I don't know your burdens, heartaches, or troubles but right now Jesus is saying, “Come to Me and I will help you with it.” Listen to me. Let's go forward. Let's decide that we will go forward with the help of the Lord Jesus. Let's go forward in Jesus' name.
Every head bowed, every eye closed.
