“Be A Prepared Soul Winner”
Part 3
Well, open your Bibles with me to Matthew 10:16.  Matthew 10:16.  The Bible says in Matthew 10:16, “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.”  Let’s pray.
Now, here we have Jesus preparing His disciples to go out and reach others with the Gospel.  So Jesus says that they need to be prepared by being wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  In other words, they needed to be prepared to reach others for Christ, and so do you and I.  The Bible says in I Peter 3:15, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”  In other words, we need to be prepared in giving out the Gospel.  I want to give you some ideas or thoughts that can help you in your soul winning.
Now, let me say this: a lot of times you have talked to someone about Christ, and he gives excuses and he is just talking and talking. What do you do?  Well, maybe you need to say, “Well, let me have a word of prayer with you.” Now, I know I have talked to many people and they just blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. And I say, “It has been great to talk to you, but, hey, before I take off I would like to have a word of prayer.” And you know what I do? I pray the gospel. I say, “Lord, thank you for this person here, and bless him, and help him to know for sure that he is going to heaven. Help him to trust in Jesus Christ. And, thank you, God, that You have taught us in your Word how we can know for sure we are going to heaven because You said, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.’ (Romans 3:10) Now, we realize we have all done wrong. Sin is disobeying You. And, Lord, You said, ‘For the wages of sin is death and hell,’” and I keep praying the gospel. I say, “Lord, thank you that Jesus Christ died on the cross to forgive us. And You said, ‘But God commendeth his love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’  (Romans 5:8) And I say, “God, thank you for You said, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”  
Listen, my friend; you need to pray the Gospel. You need to get the gospel out because the gospel can set the person free. We need to give the gospel to others. Many times I pray the gospel and I say, “Right now Jesus wants to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven, and all you have to do is ask Him.” And I say, “Right now, why don't you ask Jesus to come into your heart and take you to heaven?” And the person will pray and ask Christ to save him. Hey, these people got saved!  Why? Because I gave the gospel. The gospel or the truth can set people free. Never underestimate what God can do. Hey, you have got to get the gospel to the person. And if he gives excuses, you need to stay on track and say, “That is a great question.” Or if he keeps interrupting, say, “Let me have a word of prayer before I leave.” We need to pray and give the Gospel because the Gospel can set people free. 
Now let me say this: sometimes before you get into praying, you need to invite people to accept Christ as their Saviour. And one of the things you can do is say, “Hey, wouldn't you like to receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour and go to heaven?” or, “If Jesus were standing right here and He were to say, ‘I would come into you, come into your life, forgive you of your sins, and save you from hell,’ would you be willing to receive Him? Jesus is willing to receive you just as you are. Would you be just as willing to receive Him?” You need to have some question to invite them to accept Christ and lead them in the sinner’s prayer. A lot of times what I will do is say, “You know, right now Jesus is saying I want to come into your heart, forgive you of all your sins, and save you from hell and take you to heaven someday, and all you have to do is receive Him. Wouldn't you like to ask Jesus to come into your heart and save you from hell and take you to heaven someday? Wouldn't you like to ask Jesus to take you to heaven someday?” And they will say, “Yeah, I would.” Then I say, “I would like to lead you in a word of prayer right now.” Or, “Let me say this, your salvation is so important to God that before I leave I would like to pray with you.”  Sometimes if he is hesitant to let you pray, you can say, “You know, you are not ashamed of Jesus, are you? He gave his life for you. He died for you. You are not ashamed of Him, right? Well, I want to pray to Jesus right now,” and then I will pray for him to trust Christ. And then I will say, “Now, with our heads bowed and our eyes closed, right now Jesus wants to come into your heart and take you heaven. Right now I want you to make the greatest decision of your life and say Jesus come into my heart. Right now I would like to lead you in a word of prayer. It is not a prayer that saves us; it is Jesus that saves us. Right now, pray this prayer to Jesus. ‘Dear Lord Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from hell and take me to heaven. I am trusting in you alone to take me to Heaven. Thank you, Jesus, for coming into my heart, Amen.’” Hey, you need to invite the person to receive Christ as his Saviour. You need to have a question that invites him to accept Christ as his Saviour. 
By the way, let me say this: I talk to many people out in public, and sometimes people are afraid to pray out loud. You know, sometimes I will say, “Pray this prayer,” and it is quiet. There is nobody praying. Then I will back up and say, “Now, just pray this prayer. You don't have to pray out loud. It is just between you and Jesus. Jesus is listening right now. You pray this prayer quietly or silently in your heart and in your mind. You pray this prayer quietly to Jesus Christ. Go ahead and say this quietly to Jesus right now,” and then afterwards you ask, “Now, did you ask Christ to come into your heart and save you?” and he says, “Yeah, I did. I did.” You know, he doesn't have to do it out loud. You say, “Well, the Bible says that he needs to confess with his mouth the Lord Jesus.” Well, afterwards you ask, “Did you ask Jesus to come into your heart and save you?” and he says “Yes.” Hey, that is confession. Look, you never know someone’s heart. Give the person an opportunity to pray the sinner’s prayer quietly. 
I traveled with Dr. Joe Boyd, a great evangelist, and he talked about giving people opportunities to accept Christ in many different ways. He said, for instance, if you are in a busy place and you are talking to someone and it is kind of hard to pray or whatever, you ought to say, “You know, right now Jesus is right here and He wants to come into your heart and save you from hell and take you to heaven. And right now if you are saying, ‘Jesus come into my heart, save me from hell and take me to heaven someday,’ I want you to reach out and shake my hand, just like you were reaching out to Jesus and saying, ‘Jesus, come into my heart.’ Shaking my hand is like saying, ‘Jesus, come into my heart,’ and a lot of times the person will shake your hand. Sometimes when I am witnessing, the person will seem a little bashful, and I will say, “Right now, are you saying from your heart, ‘Jesus, come into my heart, save me from hell and take me to heaven’? Right now, are you asking Jesus to come into your heart?” and the person will say, “Yes.” And I will say, “So, where is Jesus?” And he will say, “In my heart.” And I say, “So if you died today, where would you go?” And he will say, “To Heaven.”  My friend, people can get saved like this.  Hey, give the person an opportunity to receive Christ. See, it is not a prayer that saves us; it is Jesus that saves us. 
Brother Hyles one time was talking about preaching. And he said that when he gave the invitation to accept Christ, he believed that a lot of people were saved as soon as they put their foot in the aisle to start walking down. Someone led them in the sinner’s prayer, maybe went over some verses about the gospel. But he believes that a lot of them were saying, “I want Christ,” as soon as they stood up. Billy Sunday used to say, “If you are receiving Christ, come shake my hand.” That was an indication that they were trusting Christ as their Saviour. The biggest thing is for them to trust in Jesus. The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”  (Acts 16:31)  Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.”  (John 6:47) The person needs to trust in Christ. Give people an opportunity in many different ways to trust Christ. Hey, this will help you, if you’ll learn to do it. Many of you are asking people to pray out loud and they are scared of that. Give the person an opportunity to pray quietly if he is not praying out loud. You can do it out loud, but if he is a little hesitant, give him an opportunity to pray silently. Or if it is a quick situation, you could say, “Right now, if you are receiving Christ, would you reach out and shake my hand?” or, “Right now, are you asking Christ to come into your heart and take you to Heaven someday? Then where would you go if you were to die?” Hey, this can help you in your soul winning. I know it has helped me tremendously. 
Let me say this: I give the opportunity to receive Christ many, many times as I am witnessing. For instance, I will say, “Right now, are you accepting Christ into your heart to take you to heaven someday?” sometimes even before I pray with him, and he will say yes. I believe a lot of times people are accepting Christ right there. Then I will lead him in the sinner’s prayer. By the way, that is another opportunity to receive Christ. I believe we ought to give several invitations to receive Christ as their Saviour. I try to do this because I never know when someone is putting his faith and trust in Christ. So I will do this. I say, “The Bible says, ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  (Romans 10:13)  Right now I am going to lead you in the sinner’s prayer and you say, ‘Jesus, come into my heart and save me.’, etc.” Then afterwards to go over it again, I will say, “Right now, are you asking Jesus to come into your heart and save you?” That is another opportunity. He has had two or three opportunities to receive Christ as his Saviour, because I never know when he is receiving Christ. Now, I trust that he is receiving Christ. I believe by faith that he is trusting or receiving Christ. I don't try to play the Holy Spirit of God. But I give many opportunities to accept Christ because he may have, like Brother Hyles said, received Christ when he stepped out in the aisle, or he may have done it when he was at the altar, or maybe while someone was going over assurance of salvation, or some other time. 
By the way, I believe sometimes when you are going over assurance, sometimes the light comes on and the person understands the Gospel. Hey, we never know when that time may be. And by the way, let me say this, we need to give assurance of salvation. We need to teach the person maybe using Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” “Did you just ask Jesus to come into your heart and save you from hell? According to this, the Bible says you shall be saved. That means you are going to heaven one day.” We need to teach the person like this. A lot of times when going over assurance of salvation even before I pray, I will say, “Now, how many times was Jesus born on this earth? One time. How many times did He die on the cross? One time. How many times did He rise from the dead? One time.  So how many times do we need to ask Jesus to save us from hell and take us to heaven? One time.” You are going over assurance and sometimes it will click with him right there, and that may be the point when he is trusting Christ. We don't know. But all I do is try to get the person to receive Christ.

Go over assurance of salvation. This can help the person, because we all have an enemy. The devil is going to attack at the person, so we need to go over assurance of salvation. He’s trusted Christ, but he doesn't understand everything. A baby is born, but he doesn't understand everything. And the person is not going to understand everything, so teach him assurance of salvation. There are many verses that deal with this. “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” (I John 5:13) We need to give assurance of salvation to folks by sharing with them what the scriptures teach. “So are you trusting Christ? The Bible says if you trust Him, you have eternal life.” Hey, this will help you in your soul winning.  I have studied as a soul winner, as an evangelist, as a preacher, great soul winners. I have found out that they spend time going over assurance of salvation after someone has accepted Christ. So if you do this, it will help you in telling people about Jesus Christ. This can make a difference in your soul winning. 
Let me say this in regards to helping people receive Christ as their Saviour. One preacher said, “When getting into the praying part, pray for the person, that God would speak to his heart.” Now, of course, prior help him to realize that he is a sinner and he deserves to go to Hell and that Jesus died for him. Help him to receive Christ as his Saviour. You could say, “Now, according to the Bible, if you were to ask Christ to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven, would He do it?” He responds, “Well, yes.”  You say, “Well, your salvation is so important. Let me have a word of prayer for you.” And don't say that you going to make him pray. You say, “Your salvation is so important that right now I would just like to have a word of prayer with you and I'm going to pray.  Let’s pray.” Then you pray. You pray for God to speak to his heart and help him to trust Christ, a very simple prayer. And then you say, “Now, with heads bowed and eyes closed, right now Jesus wants to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to Heaven. Right now you pray this prayer with me and ask Jesus to come into your heart and take you to Heaven someday.” Then lead him in the sinner’s prayer.  This is something that might help you in certain situations. 
Now let me say this: we need to go believing. This could change your soul winning – if you would go believing. You need to believe God. The Bible says, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  (II Peter 3:9)  God wants to see people saved. God wants to change people’s lives. We need to go believing that God will save them. And if you will do this, it will change your soul winning. It can help you to make an impact for Jesus Christ. 
One time someone came to Spurgeon and was saying, “Mr. Spurgeon, I don't like the way that I am doing my invitation. It doesn't seem like it is getting much results.” And Spurgeon said, “Well, do you expect people to get saved and respond to your message?” And he said, “Well, I guess I don't.” And Spurgeon said, “That's your problem. That's your problem. You're not believing or trusting God that anybody is going to get saved. How can God work with something like that?” 
Now, we need to believe that God wants to save people. You go believing. You go believing that, hey, these people are going to trust Christ as their Saviour. It ought to be surprising to you if they don't. We need to go believing. Now, some people won't accept Christ. Jesus was the greatest preacher of all, and not everybody received his message. But we need to go believing that people will respond to Christ and that people want to be saved. Oh, many of you are like this: “Nobody wants to get saved.” That is your problem. You go with your negative and bad attitude. You are not trusting in God. The Bible says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  (Hebrews 11:6)  Do you believe that God wants to save souls and change lives? God said that he is not willing that any should perish. Jesus said for he is come to seek and to save that which was lost. Hey, we need to do all we can to give out the Gospel of Christ. 
Many missionaries have told the stories of how they went to a certain field, and all of sudden people said, “We have been praying for years to know the truth and you came and told us about Jesus Christ.” Oh that story has been told in many, many places. Hey, they were saying, “We wanted to know the truth, and you came and told us about it.” Listen to me. There are men and women and boys and girls that are outside from here and they want to know the truth, and they want to know how to go to heaven, and we need to go believing and tell them about Jesus so that they can be set free and go to heaven. Oh let’s tell people about Jesus, Amen. 

Listen to me. The only failure in witnessing is failing to witness. In other words, the only way that you are going to fail is if you don't tell the truth. When we tell people about Jesus, that’s what can help them. Hey, let’s tell people about Jesus. Amen. 

Captain Hedley Vicars was a Christian hero of the Crimean War.  The story about him is familiar to many.  On the morning after his conversion, he brought a large Bible and placed it open on the table of his room, determined that for the future an open Bible should be his “colors.”  He said, “It was to speak for me before I was strong enough to speak for myself.”

Captain Vicars’ comrades laughed at him, telling him he would become a hypocrite.  In spite of everything, Captain Vicars stood by his “colors.”  He became a strong spiritual power among army men simply by being a steadfast, bold, and dedicated witness for Christ.  My friend, be courageous to stand for Christ!  Hey, let’s stand for the Lord by telling others about Jesus.  Amen!

The richest man in the world, Croesus, once asked the wisest man in the world, Thales, “What is God?”  The philosopher asked for a day in which to deliberate, then for another and yet another.  At length, he confessed that he was not able to answer.  In fact, the longer he deliberated, the more difficult it was for him to answer.

The fiery Tertullian, the early church father, eagerly seized upon his incident and said it was an example of the world’s ignorance of God outside of Christ.  He exclaimed, “There!  He is the wisest man in the world, yet he cannot tell you who God is!  Oh, the most ignorant person among the Christians knows God and is able to make Him known to others.”  Hey, let’s make Christ known to the world!  Amen!
When Dr. Wilfred Grenfell was a medical student in London, he accepted D. L. Moody’s invitation to receive Christ as his Saviour.  After completing his education, he began working on the bleak coast of Labrador, where he became famous for his work.  Fourteen years after he had accepted Christ, he called on Mr. Moody in Boston.  As they talked, Dr. Grenfell said, “I want to thank you for leading me to Christ.”  Mr. Moody responded, “That was fourteen years ago.  What have you been doing since?”  Dr. Grenfell exclaimed, “Doing! I have been living and working so others may know Christ.”  Mr. Moody asked, “Do you regret it?” Dr. Grenfell quickly replied, “No.  The only regret is for the person who has once met Christ, then must hang his head when asked the question, ‘What have you been doing since you received Christ?’”

Oh, each of us has a place of service in the world for our Saviour.  May we be submissive to the Lord’s will in everything we do.  May we be fearless to stand for Christ, to suffer for Him, and to witness regarding the salvation which is in His name.  Hey, tenemos que alcanzar a otras personas para Cristo, Amen!
