(Visual - towel and water basin, act out Good Samaritan.)
"How to Be Great"
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Mark chapter 10, verse number 42. Mark chapter 10, verse number 42. The Bible says in Mark chapter 10, verse number 42, "But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." (Mark 10:42-45)

Jesus said, "Whoever wants to be the greatest among you shall be your minister or someone who helps you or serves you or gives so that you could be all that you could be." Jesus said it like this: "whosoever shall be the chiefest shall be servant of all." I want to speak to you on the subject "How to be Great." How can we do great things in life? Oh, how can we be great? 

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to be great for the glory and the honor of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Jesus' mighty name, Amen."

My friends, the disciples were arguing who would be the greatest among them. But what did Jesus teach about being great? Jesus said, "And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all." In other words, if you want to be great, if you want to be at the head, if you want to do wonderful things, then be a minister, a servant and give your life to help other people.

A poor Scottish farmer by the name of Fleming was working in his field one day when he heard a cry coming from a nearby bog or swamp. Immediately he dropped his tools and rushed toward the sound of the cries. When he got to the swamp he saw a terrified young boy trying to fight his way out of the thick black muck with very little success. Farmer Fleming waded into the swamp, grabbed the young boy, and saved him from what would have been a slow and painful death. 

The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Flemings' small run-down farm house. An elderly dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy that farmer Fleming had saved. The nobleman said, "I want to repay you because you have saved my son's life."

Farmer Fleming replied, "No. I can't accept payment for what I did."

At that moment a young boy came to the door of the farm house. The nobleman asked, "Is that your son?"

The farmer replied, "Yes."

The nobleman continued, "I have a proposition for you. Let me take your son with me and give him a good education. If the lad is anything like his father, he will grow up to be a man that you can be proud of."

Knowing what an expensive education could mean for his son, farmer Fleming accepted the offer. In time, his son graduated from a medical school in London and became known throughout the world as Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of a great medicine called penicillin. 

But that is not the end of the story. Years later the nobleman's son was stricken with pneumonia. And his life was saved by penicillin. But get this, the nobleman’s name was Lord Randall Churchill. His son's name was Winston. Yes, that Winston Churchill, the great leader of England who led them to victory in World War II. My friends, when we help others, then we can make all the difference in the world.

History has proven over and over that God uses seemingly insignificant actions to change people's lives and impact the world in ways that we never realize. Nothing we do for God is insignificant. Oh, give of yourself to help other people. Be a servant and help people to be all that they can be for Jesus Christ and then you will do great and mighty things. Then you will truly be great.

Jesus one time showed the disciples an example of being a servant that they never forgot and that changed their lives. One day after the supper, Jesus took a towel (Visual - the towel and the washing) and He began to wash the disciples' feet. They didn't understand what He was doing. Jesus later explained to them saying, "Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you." (John 13:13-15) They remembered that great example and His words, when Jesus said, "And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant." (Matthew 20:27) When you give of yourself to help someone else, that is when you are truly great, and that is when you will have success, and that is when you will make a difference in the world.

Someone said, "You can be great if you don't get any higher than humble." The Bible says, "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16:18) Pride will destroy you and ruin you, but if you will humble yourselves in the sight of God, then he shall lift you up. The Bible says, "At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 18:1-4)

Jesus also said, "And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted." (Matthew 23:12) See, "God resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the humble." (I Peter 5:5, last part) The Bible says, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time." (I Peter 5:6) The Bible also says, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble." (I Peter 5:5) Oh, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up." (James 4:10)

If you want to be great, then you be humble and lift up Christ. Jesus said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) If you want to make an impact in this world, then you lift up Jesus. True leaders point people to Jesus. The Bible says, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (John 15:13) If you want to be great and love people and make a difference, then give your life to help someone else. 

Jesus showed us how to help people and make a difference when He told the story of the Good Samaritan. Visual - Could you help me?

One day a certain man went from Jerusalem down to Jericho and he fell among thieves. Wah! They beat him up and left him for dead. Then a certain religious man went by and saw the guy and he walked by the other side. Also a Levite went there and walked by on the other side. I wonder how many people are hurting and down and need help and we walk by on the other side. We are too busy to help them. 

The Bible says a certain Samaritan, when he saw him, went to him and poured oil and wine on his wounds and put him on his beast and took him to the inn keeper and told him to take care of him, and whatsoever he spent more, he would pay it. Oh, this man was the good Samaritan that helped someone who was in need. And Jesus said we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. and who is our neighbor? Somebody who is need. Let's help other people. Oh, if you want to be great, then you be a servant and you help somebody and you give your life to make a difference in someone else’s life. 

The Bible says, "Love never faileth." (I Corinthians 13:8a, paraphrased) "For God is love." (I John 4:8b) "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." (I John 3:16) Oh, we need to have a sacrificial giving of ourselves so that we can help other people to be all that they can be for Christ, to know Christ, live for Christ, and glorify Christ with their lives. Let's give our lives to help others. My friends, that is what true greatness is. 

There is a story of a hero of the Chinese rice fields during an earthquake. From his hilltop farm, he felt the quake and saw the distant ocean swiftly withdrawing from the old shore line like some wild animal crouching back for a leap. He knew that the leap would be a tidal wave. In the valley below, he saw his neighbors working the low fields that would be flooded. They must be gathered quickly to his hilltop. His rice farms were as dry as could be. So with a torch he set fire to them and rang the fire gong that hung between the eaves. His neighbors saw the smoke and rushed to help him. Then, from their safe perch on the hill, they saw the waters, the tsunami, cover over the fields they had just left. In a flash they knew their salvation and what it had cost their benefactor. The monument the people erected to his memory bears this motto, "He gave us all he had and gave it gladly." Oh, if you want to be great, give of yourself to help someone else. 

Now, one of the greatest men of all time was Moses. The Bible says in Numbers 12:3, "Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth." So why was Moses so great? Because he was meek and humble. The Bible says of the meek, "The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way." (Psalm 25:9) The Bible also says, "But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace." (Psalm 37:11) Jesus said it like this: "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth." (Matthew 5:5) 

Listen to this. The evangelist Torrey said that the reason why God continuously through so many years used the great evangelist D.L. Moody, who impacted two continents for the cause of Christ and he did so much for the Lord, was because he was a humble man. He said, "I think D.L. Moody was the humblest man I ever knew in all my life. He loved to quote the words of another. 'Faith gets the most, love works the most, but humility keeps the most.' He himself had the humility that keeps everything it gets. As I already said he was the most humble man I ever knew. The most humble man when we bear in mind the great things that he did and the praise that was lavished upon him. Oh, how he loved to put himself in the background and put other men in the forefront. My friends, how many a man has been full of promise and God has used him, but then the man thought he was the whole thing and got full of pride, and God was compelled to set him aside. I believe more promising workers have gone on the rocks and crashed through self sufficiency and self esteem, or their pride more than any other cause." 

Torrey said, "I can look back for forty years or more and think of many men who are now wrecks or derelicts who at one time the world thought were going to be something great, but they have disappeared entirely from public view. Why? Because of over estimation of self. Men and women have been put aside because they began to think that they were somebody, that they were it. Therefore, God was compelled to set them aside." 

Evangelist D.L. Moody would get down on his face before God, knowing that he was human, and ask God to empty him of all self-sufficiency, and God did it. Oh, God used him because he was humble. 

The Bible says, "Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud." (Proverbs 16:19) Listen to this. The Bible says, "A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit." (Proverbs 29:23) The Bible gives us a wonderful promise as to God's people in II Chronicles 7:14, which says, "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." Oh, if we will humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord, He shall lift us up. 

The great prophet Samuel told King Saul that when he was little in his own eyes. he became the king. (I Samuel 15:17) But then Saul's pride brought him down and destroyed his life in a certain sense. 

The great apostle Paul was given a thorn in the flesh that he might not get prideful but be humbled before the Lord. When Satan was created, he was so impressive and so wonderful, but pride was found in him and he fell and destruction is come to the whole world. "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16:18) Therefore, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up." (James 4:10)

Many years ago, a rider on horseback came across a squad of soldiers who were trying to move a heavy piece of timber. A corporal stood, giving lordly orders to heave. But the piece of timber was too heavy for the squad. "Why don't you help them?" asked the quiet man on the horse, addressing the important corporal. 

"Me? Why, I am a corporal, sir."

Dismounting, the stranger carefully took his place with the soldiers. He said, "Now, all together, boys. Heave!"  and the big piece of timber slid into place. The stranger mounted his horse and addressed the corporal. "The next time you have a piece of timber for your men to handle, then send for the Commander in Chief." Now, this horsemen was the Commander in Chief, the President, George Washington. Oh, George Washington was great because he was humble enough to help others. 

Kay Po and Esther Kim grew up as best friends and fierce competitors. Their sport was Tae Kwon Do, Wah!, a form of martial arts that was featured for the first time in the 2000 Sydney Olympics. As Kay and Esther got older, they found themselves in different weight classes so they rarely met in competition. In the pre-Olympic trials they were each favored to win their classes. There was just one problem, the United States would be sending representatives from only two of the four weight classes to the Olympics. So only one of them would be able to go to Sydney. 

In the final moments of the final bout in her weight class, Kay seriously dislocated her knee cap. In spite of her injury, she fought strongly enough to win the match and her division. As she hobbled off the floor, her Olympic dream seemed over. She still had one more match to win - and this one against her friend Esther Kim.

Esther saw her coach carrying her friend Kay back to the dressing room. The outcome of the final match was a no-brainer. All Esther had to do was show up, and she was on her way to the Olympics. Her injured friend didn't have a chance. Esther knew that she, not Kay, would be going to the Olympics. But in a moment of incredible love and sacrifice, Esther made a decision to bow out of the final match and conceded victory to her injured friend. She gave up her Olympic dream so that Kay could realize hers. 

Wow. When Esther informed Kay of her decision, Kay protested. But Esther told her, "Don't you dare argue with me about this." Then they hugged each other and cried. Esther said, "Please don't think I am throwing my dreams away, because I am not. I am putting my dreams in you."

Esther signed the scoreboard, withdrawing from the match. Then the two friends had to bow to each other on the mat to make it official. Kay’s coach helped her walk to one side of the mat. Esther walked on the other. By the time they reached the referee in the middle, tears flowed freely. The two young women bowed. The referee signaled Po the winner. Then the women hugged each other, sobbing. As they slowly walked off the mat together, the Tae Kwon Do officials stood and bowed while fans applauded at them both. Oh, Esther later told stunned reporters, "There is more than one way to be a champion." 

This reminds me of what Jesus said. "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (John 15:13) Oh, Esther laid down her dreams so that her friend could have hers. That makes her a champion indeed. Oh, she was great. 

How can we be great? Listen to me very carefully. In the oriental culture, education is extremely important, and also embarrassing oneself in public is very looked down upon. The story is told that one time there was a class of students that were going to take their final exam, part of which was an oral presentation. The parents of the students came in that day to watch the presentations and all the teachers and all the principals were there as well. 

The students were very nervous because there was a lot of pressure to do well on the oral exam. All of a sudden, a boy jumped out of his seat, ran outside, and soon came running back in with a bucket of water and dumped the water on a girl that had been seated near him. Everyone yelled at the boy. "What are you doing? What possessed you? How clumsy and rude of you!" No one could understand why the boy did that. Then the mess was cleaned up and the exam went on. 

However, after class the girl approached the boy with tears in her eyes and simply said, "Thank you. Oh, thank you." You see, only she knew what really happened. The girl had been so nervous that she had wet herself. The boy had seen what had happened and he poured the water over the girl to cover up what she had done and to take her shame on himself. No one in the class understood why he did what he did, except that girl. Oh, to that girl, that boy's sacrifice made all the difference in the world. 

Now if you want to be great, then give your life to help someone else. The Bible says, "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2:3-11)

Oh, Jesus humbled Himself to come to this world and go to a cross where He gave His life so that we might have eternal life. Think about it. They spit in Jesus' face. They plucked His beard out. They put a blind fold over His eyes and hit Him in the face. They put a crown of thorns over His brow and blood came down His face. They took that whip and ripped His back open. They beat Jesus. They beat Jesus. They beat Jesus. They drove spikes into His hands and feet. They picked up the cross and let it drop down. Oh, Jesus hung on that cross suffering, bleeding, and dying to forgive us of our sins, to save us from hell, so that one day we could go to heaven. Oh, Jesus is so great because He gave His life so that we could have the victory. 

Now if we want to be great, then we need to follow Jesus and give of ourselves to help other people. Jesus said of John the Baptist, that of those born of women, there was none greater than John the Baptist. I think of John the Baptist when his disciples came to him and said, "Everybody is talking about Jesus and going to where He is and this and that." But John the Baptist said, "He, Jesus, must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:30) Oh, John the Baptist was so great because he was giving of himself to help others.

My friends, if you want to be great, then be a servant of all. Oh, serve the Lord Jesus Christ with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and then serve others. Oh, do all you can to glorify Jesus.

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
