(Visual - real Jesus banner)
"God Loves You"
(salvation)

Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 3, verse number 14. John chapter 3, verse number 14. The Bible says in John chapter 3, verse number 14, and Jesus is speaking here, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." (John 3:14-17)

Oh, my friends, God loves you so very much. Oh, God loves you more than you can imagine or dream or think possible. That is why I want to speak to you on the wonderful subject of "God Loves You." Oh, God loves you. 

Let's pray. "Lord, there are so many people that need Your help today. Please help them. In Jesus' name, Amen."
My friends, sometimes in life it seems like everything is against us or like everything is going wrong. Oh, is there some way for me to have peace in my life? Oh, everything is so crazy, and I just would like to have peace about the future and my life and know that things will work out all right. 

Oh, I feel so empty inside. I try this or that, but there is still an emptiness inside of me. I am overwhelmed by the guilt of what happened in the past and what I have done. Things are just overcoming me. Oh, is there any help for me? Maybe you live with this fear of what is going to happen. I don't know the future. Oh, what is going to happen when I die?

Sometimes people wonder, 'Does God really love me? Oh, I know people tell me that God loves me, but how much does God really love me?' Oh, my friends, I want you to listen to me very carefully, because I believe with all my heart that God loves you far above anything that you can imagine or dream possible, and I want to show you that today. Oh, God loves you so very much.

Oh, my friends, please listen to me very carefully. One day a discouraged young man visited an older wise man for some advice. He told the old wise man, "I feel useless and of no value. It seems that I cannot do anything right." 

The wise man told him, "I am sorry, but I cannot help you now. I have my own problem to solve. But if you will help me now, perhaps I can can help you later."

Again the young man felt rejected and put off, but he agreed. The wise man took a ring off his finger and he told him, "Take this ring into town and get the best price you possibly can for it. But don't take anything less than one gold coin."

The young man took the ring into the market place and began to look for a buyer. Many of the merchants looked at the ring with interest, but when he mentioned the price of one gold coin, some laughed and others turned away. One man told him, "Son, I am sorry but it is just not worth that much. At best you might get two silver coins."

The young man continued on and after offering the ring to everybody he passed, he felt very dejected and a failure and returned to the old wise man. The young man apologized for not being able to sell the ring. He said, "I could have sold it for two silver coins, but no one would give me the price of one gold coin."

The wise man thanked the young man for giving it a try and he said, "I have an idea. Why don't you take the ring back to town and take it to the jeweler? Ask him what it is worth."

The young man went back to town and brought the ring to the jeweler. The jeweler looked at it with a magnifying glass and then he weighed it. After some consideration, the jeweler said, "If you need to sell it right now I will give you fifty-eight gold coins. (WOW) If you could wait a little while, I can probably can get you seventy gold coins for this ring."

The young man very excitedly went back to the old wise man and shared the good news about the ring. After listening, the wise old man told the young man, "You are just like this ring, a unique and precious jewel. And only an expert can determine your value."

You see, my friends, only an expert can determine your value and that Expert died for you on the cross. That is how much God loves you. That is how valuable you are to Jesus that He gave His life for you. That is how much God cares for you. Oh, you are a precious jewel in the sight of Christ. You don't need to ask the world how much you are worth. Ask the expert. Ask Jesus how much you are worth because Jesus gave His whole life for you. Oh, God loves you so very much. 

There was a young boy that grew up in a home where there was a lot of fussing and fighting. When he was fifteen years of age, a very tragic event happened in his life. His parents got divorced. That young man felt like no one loved him, and nobody cared about him. Oh, why were all these bad things happening? He felt so lonely and rejected by others. 

But someone changed that young man's life, and that someone was the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, he asked Jesus Christ to come into his heart and forgive him of his sins, save him from hell, and take him to Heaven, and it completely changed his life. 

My friends, listen to me very carefully. I was that young person. I felt like nobody loved me, like nobody cared for me. Why were all these things happening to me? But Jesus Christ changed my life. Oh, Jesus came to live within my heart. Jesus gave me peace and a hope and a future that heaven is going to be my home because I am trusting in Him to take me to heaven. Oh, there is nothing better than knowing Jesus Christ. 

Oh, please listen to me. Jesus is no respecter of persons. Jesus loves me and He loves you. Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He gave His life for you so that you might live through Him, that you might have eternal life to go a place of no more hurt or pain, a wonderful place called heaven. Oh, Jesus loves you so very much. 

One time a father wanted to teach his son the lesson of God's great love. He took him to the top of a high hill and pointed northward over Scotland, southward over England, eastward over the ocean, westward over a hill and valley, and then, sweeping his arm around the whole circle and horizon he said, "Johnny, my boy, God's love is as big as all that."

The little boy replied with sparkling eyes, "My father, then we must be right in the middle of God's love."

Oh, my friends, God's love for you is more than you can ever imagine or dream possible. See, God created you and has a wonderful plan for you. God loves you and He doesn’t want to leave you nor forsake you. God wants to be a friend to you that sticketh closer than a brother. 

Oh, Jesus wants the very best for you. That is why John 3:16 also applies to us personally. "For God so loved you, that he gave his only begotten Son, that if you will believe in Jesus, you should not perish, not go to hell, but you will have everlasting life." Oh, trust Jesus to save you from hell and take you to heaven. Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life." (John 6:47)  In other words, you will go to heaven some day.

The Bible says, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. " (John 15:13) My friends, Jesus considers you His friend. Oh, Jesus went to the cross and gave His life for you so that you might be saved from hell and go to heaven some day. Oh, Jesus gave His life for you!

It is like a soldier who goes to the enemy field. He is fighting the enemy and all of a sudden, someone throws a grenade that is going to blow up. He sees his friends there and so he jumps on this grenade and gives his life for his friends, for his family back home, and for his whole nation. Oh, he gives his life for others. Now that is what Jesus did. Jesus gave His life for you so that you could be saved from hell and that you could live through Him, meaning that you could go to heaven some day. Oh, Jesus loves you so very, very much that He gave his life for you. 

See, that is what God's love is all about. The Bible says, "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he {Jesus} laid down his life for us." (I John 3:16a) The Bible also says, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (I John 4:10) Oh, God loved us so much that He sent his Son to die on the cross so we could be forgiven of our sins, saved from hell, and one day go to heaven. That is how much God loves you. Oh, God loves you so much.

The Bible says, "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:6-8) 

Oh, my friends, God loves you so very much. The Bible says that God is love. Oh, "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." (II Peter 3:9) See, God doesn’t want anybody to die and go to hell. The Lord Jesus Christ is so patient and loving and reaching out to you, saying, "I love you. I gave My life for you. Oh, I want to take you to heaven."

Oh, my friend, God keeps reaching out to you because He loves you. It doesn't matter what you have done, where you have gone, or the things that have happened in your life, God still loves you and wants to help you, my friend. 

Now God's love is so great, but God just doesn’t ignore our iniquities and sins, or our our transgressions of the law, or the things we have done wrong. Because God is holy and perfect and just. See, our sin separates us from God and there is a price for our sin. The Bible says, "For the wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire." (Revelations 20:14) See, because of our sins, if God gave us what we deserved, we would have to go to hell. But God loved us enough that He sent His Son to pay the price to forgive us of our sins, and save us from hell, so that we could go to heaven. Oh, God wants us to trust in Jesus to get us to heaven.

See, God's love for you is so amazing. God believes in you. God rejoices in your triumphs. God bears with you in the sad times, wanting to help you if you will just let Him help you. God's love for you is so big and He desires the very best for your life. God's love for you will never end. Oh, God want to love you throughout eternity. Oh, God's love never fails. 

My friends, when you trust Christ to take you to heaven there is nothing that can separate you from Him. There is nothing that can keep you from heaven. There is nothing that can keep you from His love. 

The Bible says, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:35, 37-39) 

Oh, nothing can separate you from God's love. When you accept Christ, heaven is your home. Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you. 

Oh, Jesus will never cast you away. My friends, Jesus is saying today, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28) Oh, you have got those burdens and heartaches and you want to know that you are going to heaven. And Jesus says, "Come unto me, trust me, and you will have rest. Oh, rest for your soul. Heaven will be your home and Jesus will help you the rest of your life." Jesus said, "and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." (John 6:37b) Oh, Jesus will never leave nor forsake you. Oh, God loves you so very much. 

I am reminded how a king was in his chariot going through his kingdom. One day he saw his servant and his servant said to him, "I am so bad. Everything is against me. I don't feel like anybody cares about me. I don't know what to do."

The king loved the servant, so he took a gold ring off his finger and gave it to that man. The servant looked at the ring and said, "Wow, this is more than I can earn in several life times. Why are you doing this?"

The king said, "I love you. I want the best for you. I believe in you."

Oh, my friends, that is the way that it is with Jesus. See, Jesus willingly gave His life on the cross to forgive us of our sins so we could go to heaven. And Jesus is saying to you, "I love you. I want the best for you. I want to help you." Oh, God loves you so very much. 
There was a young girl who was going to be sold in an auction one day. She was a very beautiful girl, so the bidding was keen and quickly mounted higher and higher until, at last, only two men were left bidding for her ownership. The one, a low down fellow who swearingly raised his bid every time to outbid the other, who was a quiet man of refinement. Finally, the bidding stopped and the gentleman who had bid so very earnestly was given the papers, which made him the lawful owner of the girl. 

With a shove, the auctioneer presented her to her new master. Proudly and defiantly with anger in her eyes, she stood before her new owner, hating him with every part of her being. Suddenly, a change came over her face. First there was a look of pure amazement, closely followed by one of utter belief. Her owner was ripping up the papers of her ownership and with a smile of kindness said to the now trembling girl, "My dear, you are free. I bought you that I might set you free."

Too stunned for speech, the girl merely stared at him until finally, with a cry of happiness too deep for words, she cast herself at the man's feet. Through her tears she cried out, "Oh, master, I will love you and I will serve you the rest of my life!"

Oh, my friends, in like manner you cannot earn your way or work your way to heaven because Jesus paid the price to set you free. Oh, when Jesus was on the cross suffering and bleeding and dying, He was saying, "I love you so much that I am willing to pay the price to set you free from hell so that you could go to heaven." Oh, if you will trust in that, my friend, you will go to heaven, because the Bible says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts 16:31) 

Oh, God loves you more than you could ever imagine or dream possible. Let me show you what I am talking about. (Visual - real Jesus banner.) Oh, my friends, Jesus loves you so much that He suffered, bled, and died so that you could be set free from hell and go to heaven. 
Think of what Jesus went through. They spit in Jesus' face. They plucked His beard out. They put a blindfold over His face and they were hitting Him in His face. They took a crown of thorns and drove it on His head until the blood flowed down His face. 

Then, these Romans soldiers took a whip and began to beat Jesus. They beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. Why was Jesus going through all that? For you. Oh, Jesus loves you so much that He gave His life for you that you might live. 

Oh, they took Jesus to Calvary where they drove spikes into His hands and a spike into His feet. They picked up that old cross and they dropped it in the ground. Oh, Jesus suffered and bled and died on that cross to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, so we can go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus gave His life for you so that you might go to heaven. That is how much God loves you. That is how much Jesus loves you. Oh, the Lord Jesus Christ loves you more than you could ever imagine or dream possible. Oh, the Lord loves you so very much. 

My friends, the greatest demonstration of the love of God for you is the cross. The Bible says, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8) Oh, Jesus died for you so you could go to heaven. Wow! What a great love! 

Oh, my friends, the Bible says, "But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." (Galatians 4:4-5) 

Oh, my friends, please listen to me very carefully. There was once a little boy who grew up with loving, wonderful parents. But one day when he was about ten years old, the kids at school started making fun of him and said, "You are adopted. Those aren't your real parents. You are different. They don't love you."

The boy was very heartbroken. When he got home he tearfully told his parents what the kids at school had said and asked them if it were true that he was adopted. His parents sat him down and said, "Yes, it is true. We adopted you when you were just a tiny baby. But please listen to how it happened. We went to an orphanage with hundreds of children, and of all those children, we chose you. We chose you to be our son. Those other kids at school, their parents had to take whatever came out. But out of many, many children, we chose you. And we love you so very much."

Oh, my friends, that is how it is with the Lord. The Lord Jesus Christ chose to give His life for you. Oh, God loves you so very much. The Bible says, "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will." (Ephesians 1:5) 

In other words, God loves you so much that He chose to send His son on a rescue mission to go to the cross where He suffered and bled and died to forgive you of our sins,  save you from hell so that you could go to heaven. God loves you so very much. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus said, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him." (Revelations 3:20) Right now, Jesus is knocking on your heart's door. He is saying, "I love you so much that I died on the cross for you so that you could be forgiven of all your sins, saved from hell, so that you could go to heaven. Oh, I love you so much that I gave My life for you."

So, my friend, why don't you open the door of your heart and say, "Jesus, come into my heart and my life. I believe that You love me so much that You died on the cross so that I could go to heaven. Oh, Jesus, I am trusting You to take me to heaven."?  
Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
