
“The Truth Shall Set You Free”

Well, it is sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you. So get your Bibles open with me to Psalms 25 verse number 5. Psalms 25 verse number 5. The Bible says in Psalms 25 and verse number 5, “Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” 
The Psalmist was crying out to God all day long. He was drawing close to God because he knew that God was his way of salvation because he said, “You are the God of my salvation.” He knew the salvation that God could bring, and he was waiting on the Lord for deliverance in a certain situation. 
He says, “Lead me in thy truth and teach me.” The Psalmist knew that it was the truth that could set him free and could give him the deliverance that he needed.
Some of you today are living with hurts, pains, burdens, heartaches, and so many tragedies in life. You need help and you need salvation and deliverance. You are wondering, ‘Is there any way out?’ I want to speak to you today on the subject "The Truth Can Set Us Free." Jesus one time said this: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) We need the truth that can set us free. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. “Lord, there are so many people that are hurting, and they need Your help. I pray that You would help them to understand the truth so that they can be set free. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
When my son Michael was several days old, he had a high fever and we were very concerned about him. We took him to the doctor’s office and the doctor said, “I think he is okay, but we will need to take some blood and do some tests.” They were trying so hard to squeeze some blood from his veins, but they were not able to get any blood. When the doctor heard of this he said we need to admit him to the hospital immediately.  

My wife and I were actually allowed to stay in the same room that our little baby Michael was in. We heard our little son Michael crying all night long. He was crying out because he was hurting and he was in so much pain. The doctor came to me the next day and was describing the situation. They had taken a spinal tap and they thought that because he had a high white blood cell count that he had meningitis. 

So the doctor said to me, “If there is any way that you could go to the United States, go for it.” Praise the Lord that we had great medical insurance, so we were emergency airlifted from Tampico, Mexico, to Houston, Texas, to the Texas Children’s Hospital. There my son received three weeks of very strong antibiotic treatments. Many times we thought that we were going to lose our son, and we didn't know what to do. We felt overwhelmed because a year and a half earlier our first baby only lived for 12 days, and she went to Heaven in the arms of my wife. Many of Michael’s symptoms seemed similar. We went through the same type of thing. We thought our first baby Alejandra was getting better and then she would get worse. Then she ended up dying. The Lord helped us through that time but it seemed like “de ja vu” with Michael. It was happening just the same type of way. My son was so sick, and all we could do was just sit there and watch.  
We were overwhelmed by the hurt and the pain and the suffering and what was going on there. It was during that time the Lord taught me in depth some truths that are real to each of us in life. 

One of the things that the Lord reminded me of during that time is the suffering that was brought on by the fall and Satan. Oh, we all know the story of how Eve took of that fruit and she ate of it and sin entered the world. She gave to her husband, and the Bible says, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” (Romans 5:8) The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) I was reminded of how that one mistake has brought so much suffering into this world. For example, many times we don't do anything wrong or it is not anything that we have done specifically, it is just the world we live in, in which there is sickness, disease, and pain which was brought on by the fall and Satan. 

By the way, it is not God's fault. It is mankind’s fault. We are the ones that rebel against God and choose our own way. We live in a fallen world, but God still loves us. God is reaching out to us even throughout our pains, difficulties, and the things that are happening. 

God showed His love to us by sending His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross, to forgive us of our sins, to save us from Hell, and take us to Heaven some day. You might say, “Well this is a hard world. There is a lot of suffering and pain. Why doesn't God just remove it?” But whatever God’s purpose, the main thing is that He became a man and He suffered and He bled and He died to save us from Hell and give us a home in Heaven. Hey, Jesus came to redeem us from sin and Hell and will take us to Heaven. 
Oh, listen to me. I saw my little boy there and he had all of these tubes in him. They were trying this and trying that, and our hearts were breaking as our little boy was suffering.  As I walked, I met other parents and other children in that floor that Michael was on, and I saw how bad off they were. Some were even worse situations than our son. I thought about this suffering and because of the wickedness of sin and man’s choice, how people suffer. Oh, it is not God's fault. We do it. We do it. It’s mankind’s fault.
I was reminded of how Satan has caused problems and how he tempted Eve. He has always caused us to go astray and to do things that we shouldn't, and because of that many people will suffer. You know, my parents got divorced when I was 15, and it broke my heart. It was a horrible thing in my life. But, you know, I don't believe that God was behind that thing. Now, I think God can use that if we will trust Him, and God did use it. It was a horrible thing but I think of how Satan’s influence and sin’s influence has brought destruction to people’s lives. I trusted in the Lord and have given testimony of what happened to me when I was young, the pain and the things that I went through, and God has used it for His glory. But I am still reminded of the suffering that is brought on by our own sin, the fall, and Satan. Oh, my friends, that is a truth of life. 
I was also reminded of another truth. We have so much to be thankful for. The Bible says, “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (I Thessalonians 5:18) My friends, when I looked around in that hospital and I saw babies without arms and feet and they had organs gone and other different problems, and I saw my own baby lying there, I thought, I have so much to be thankful for. 

Oh, my friends, have we thanked God that we can breathe and that we are healthy and that we can go here and there and we can eat? Oh, there are so many people that just can't leave their bed. Have we thanked God for his kindness? Have we thanked God for His goodness to us? Oh, we have so much to be thankful for. Someone once said, “You think that you have got it really bad? There is someone else that has got it even worse than you.” Oh, we all have so much to be thankful for. I have heard of people that don't have arms and legs, but yet they say, “My God loves me. God loves me when nobody else loves me.” People that are lepers and have had problems and somebody tells them about Christ, and they say, “Man, I am sure glad that somebody told me about Jesus. I'm sure glad that I was a leper because if I hadn't become a leper, I would have never known about Christ.” What an amazing statement! They say, “God loves me and He cares about me. God has given me strength and He has been with me.” Oh, my friends, we have so much to be grateful for.

Another truth that God reminded me of is that there are so many people in this world who are going to Hell. Houston is a big city, and my wife and I would sometimes have to walk across the street and we would go to a Mexican restaurant. Wooh! It was some good food. But as I passed all of those people and would see all of those people in the hospital and all of those children, I was reminded that they are going to spend eternity in a place. When I thought of all of the suffering that was in the hospital, it made me think of the suffering that is in Hell that is far worse. 

The Bible says, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14-15) Hell was prepared for the Devil and his angels. It’s a horrible place. There is so much pain and suffering in hell because of sin. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death.” “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” We deserve to burn in Hell forever and ever because of our sins. Oh, it is a place where they weep and cry for one drop of water. I saw the suffering in the hospital, but it reminded me that the suffering in Hell is worse, where they cry out, “Help, help, help!” but there is no help for them there. 

Oh, my friends, don't wait until your life is over and you have no more choices. You have a choice today. You can cry out to Jesus and say, “Jesus, save me,” and Jesus will do it. Hey, Jesus is the One Who loves you. Jesus died and He bled and He suffered so that you could be saved from Hell and go to Heaven. All you have got to do is say, “Jesus, I need you. I need you. I can't handle this.” Oh, Jesus wants to help you. 

I was reminded of another truth of life – that God is in control. Oh, my God is in control. Hey, we can trust the Lord. Though we walk through the shadow of death, God is with us. God is in control. The Bible says, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) See, God can take all of the bad stuff and He can turn it to help somebody else. Just like God took my past, when my baby girl went to Heaven, it was a horrible thing, but we wrote a tract and many people have asked Jesus to come into their hearts because we wrote that tract. Oh, God can take the bad things and turn them into something good. God is in control, and if we keep our focus on Him, then He can help us through the difficult times. 

Oh, I was also reminded that God is always with me. Jesus said, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5) God never promised that it would be easy in life, but He did say, “I will be with you.” Oh, I'm reminded of that man who was walking along the ocean. He was having a good time talking with the Lord. Then, all of a sudden, he felt alone and he looked back and he only saw one track of footprints in the sand, and he wondered, ‘God, where are You? Where are You?’ 

Then the Lord answered and said, “I didn't leave you. I was right there with you. You see those one track of footprints in the sand? Those were the times that I was carrying you.” Oh, my friends, we feel alone. We feel like nobody is with us. But God is with us and in the difficult times He is carrying you. “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou (God) art with me.” Oh, the Lord will never leave us nor forsake us. Oh, my friends, Jesus loves us so much.

I was also reminded at the time of how God hears and answers prayer. God says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3) Oh, there were so many people that sent us e-mails and said that they were praying for us. They sent us cards saying, “We are praying for you.” It was amazing how God intervened and gave us strength during that difficult time. Our son got better, and we have him today. Praise the Lord! God always hears and answers prayer.  

Now, God may not answer prayers in the ways that we expect, but He does answer. Some of you have been crying in your hearts and you try drugs, alcohol, and everything in life. You are looking for peace. Let me say this, there is a void in each and every person’s life. You can try whatever you want to fill it but there is only one Person that can fill that void and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only One Who can set you free. Jesus said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) In other words, if you will turn to Jesus Christ, Jesus will set you free. Jesus will forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and one day take you to Heaven. Why don't you call out to Jesus and say, “Jesus, help! Save me!”  

Sometimes we feel like, “Why is God allowing this to happen?” But if we will just say, “God, I trust You. I believe in You,” God will help us and He will strengthen us and He will bring us through it. Listen to me. God was with me when nobody else was with me and God will be with you when nobody else will be with you. I mentioned that we live in a fallen world and it is not God's fault that people choose to do the wicked things that they do. It is not God's fault that people listen to the snares of Satan that gets them into wine, alcohol, and perversion, and they do all kinds of wicked things. But God still loves us and He is still trying to reach out to us. God has given us a free will to choose. Oh, I beg of you today to choose to say, “God, I don't understand it all and I don't understand what is going on, but, Lord, I need You. Please help me.” I promise you the Lord wants to help you.

The London city mission magazine gives the following touching accident of the suffering of one of the thousands of women injured in air raids. She was buried under the ruins of her little home for six and a half hours, gravely injured, and her little baby daughter was killed. After about five weeks in the hospital, she realized that she was blinded for life. Her nurse shed tears of sympathy. However, the patient comforted her nurse, saying, "No eyes? Oh, but yes, I have. I have got spiritual vision no bomb can destroy. I've seen Jesus at Calvary, and how precious He is to me now." Oh, that precious lady was saying, “Jesus Christ has changed my life, and through all of these heartaches and problems I am having in my life, I know that Jesus loves me, that He loved me so much that He went to a cross where He suffered and He bled and He died for me to forgive me of my sins and to save from Hell and one day take me to Heaven. They beat Jesus and they spit upon Him and they mocked Him and made fun of Him. Those Roman soldiers took a whip and ripped His body open. Jesus suffered and He bled and He died for me so that I can go to Heaven. I trust in Jesus. Oh, Jesus said that He will never leave me nor forsake me. Jesus is with me.”
My friends, one day when I was in Houston, Texas, there with my baby Michael, I went in the laundry room. I was in there and I was hurting and I was down. I felt alone inside even though I knew the Lord was with me. I looked over and there were all kinds of different pictures made by kids. All of a sudden, I noticed there was one from a child named Michael, I think maybe 11 years of age. And, of course, Michael is my son’s name, as well. This is all it said on that particular paper that was so beautifully done. It said, “Believe.” Just believe. Oh, believe. Listen to me. I felt like the man in the Bible who said, “Lord, I believe, but help thou mine unbelief.” I felt down and I felt like everything was against me, but it was like God was saying, “Just believe. Believe. Trust God. Trust God and God will help you.” Oh, my friends, God was with me, and God helped me. 

The Bible says, “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” (Psalm 18:2) The Bible says, “Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.” (Psalm 62:8) The Bible says, “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” (Psalm 118:8) All will fail us, but there is One Who will not fail us, and that is God. God wants to help us. The Bible says, “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) Oh, trust in the Lord with all of your heart. When everything is against you, when the problems are pushing you down, trust in God. Believe in God. Oh, believe in the Lord.

My friends, we believed and trusted the Lord, and He gave us a great miracle in the fact that our son is alive. Later I remember hearing some kids sing, “Lord, I believe in You. Oh, Lord, I believe in You.” Tears were streaming down my face as I was thinking about my baby girl who is up in Heaven. I was saying, “Lord, I believe in You.” I was thinking about how God had given us our son and I was saying, “Lord, I believe in You. Lord I believe in You. Oh, I will ever trust in thee.”

Oh, my friends, let me share with you one of the last things that comes to my mind in remembrance of what I saw there with my baby Michael who was in that hospital, was the brevity of life. So many children didn't make it. I told you my baby girl only lived for 12 days and then she went to Heaven. Oh, I'm reminded of the brevity of life. The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) My friends, we all have that appointment with death. We are all going to die someday. I ask you, “Are you prepared for all eternity?” I saw people who were dying, and it broke my heart. Oh, that is a reality of life, the brevity of life. The Bible says, “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1) We are not guaranteed tomorrow. We can pass away. I could leave from this place and go out into the streets and a bus could hit me. That could be it. It could be over. Oh, we are all going to die. Are you prepared for eternity?

The Bible says, “…what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4:14b) It is just like a vapour. It is here today and gone tomorrow.  Oh, my friends, we are only here for a little while and then there is all of eternity. 

Hey, God loves you and He wants to take you to a wonderful place of no more hurt, no more pain, and no more sorrow. That is why Jesus died to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and to take you to Heaven. 

The Bible says, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Jesus paid the price to set you free. I don't know what bad things have happened in your life. Maybe you are there and you are saying, “I have so many hurts and burdens and heartaches and troubles.” Oh, Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Hey, Jesus wants to set you free. Jesus suffered and He bled and He died to set you free. Oh, come to Jesus to be set free. 

