(Visual - Fish, net, pole)
“Drawing the Net”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Matthew chapter 4, verse number 18. Matthew chapter 4, verse number 18. The Bible says in Matthew chapter 4, verse number 18, “And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:18-19) 

My friends, Jesus teaches us that if we’re following Him then we’ll be fishers of men. In other words, we’ll be reaching other people for Christ. So if you’re not reaching others for Christ, then you’re not following Jesus. See, let’s decide to be fishers of men. 

Now, a fisherman wants to catch fish. He’s not just interested in the fun, like the boat, and going and getting the fishing rods, worms, and all this type of stuff, or just being out on the water. Those are some great things, but a good fisherman is there to catch fish. Now in order for him to catch those fish, he’s got to cast the nets out and then draw the nets in. Now, if you want to reach people for Christ, then you’ve got to draw the net. Many people present the Gospel in a wonderful way, but they’re not drawing that net. They’re not helping the person receive Christ as his Saviour. Oh, we need to draw the net, inviting people to trust Christ as their way to Heaven. I want to speak to you on the subject, “Drawing the Net.” Oh, let’s draw the net, reaching many for Christ. 

Let’s pray. "Lord, help us to be fishers of men, and to draw the net, and reach many for Jesus. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) The great invitation in the book of Revelation 22:17 says, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Revelation 22:17) Oh, my friend, there’s an invitation for people to know Christ as their Saviour. So it’s not enough to have a good presentation and know many things about presenting the Gospel, but you must invite that person to receive Christ as his Saviour. Oh, many people share the Gospel in a wonderful way, but we must give the invitation to receive Christ. 

I think of it like this: A man is sitting there and he’s telling this woman, “Wow! You’re so pretty. I’d love to spend the rest of my life with you,” saying this or that, but never asking her to be his wife. Oh, that’s pretty crazy, isn’t it? But that’s the way a lot of people do. They present the Gospel, but they never invite the person to receive Christ. 

It’s like getting up on Christmas morning, and you start to open the presents, and all of a sudden, someone shows you a wonderful, beautiful gift. It’s all wrapped up, and looks so nice, and the person says, “This is for you! You’re going to love what’s in here!” But he never gives it to you. He describes it, but he never gives it to you. See, you have to invite people to receive Christ. You have to allow them to receive Jesus as their Saviour. Oh, it’s not just presenting the Gospel, but it's drawing the net or helping them to respond to the Saviour. 

I remember when I worked in the Sales Department, and they were teaching us to be good salesmen. They worked so much with us on how to get people to receive the product. That’s the main point of it; you want them to receive what you’re trying to give them, or draw the net in soul winning. Some time you’re going to have to get down to the question, “Would you like to receive Jesus as your Saviour?” Or basically the same question formed in a different way. The thing is you are to invite them to receive Christ, to trust Christ, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ so they can be saved. 

I think of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, how the Ethiopian eunuch was reading the Scriptures, but he didn't understand it, and Philip had to lead him to the Saviour. We must lead people to Christ. 

Now, sometimes we don’t know when that moment will be. You might say, “Jesus loves you. He died for you. Would you receive Jesus right now?” Maybe at that moment they get saved. You lead them in the Sinner’s Prayer and talk about assurance. Now they may receive Christ right then or they may receive Christ when you lead them in the Sinner’s Prayer or they might finally understand it when you’re going over assurance verses, like, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” (John 1:12) Maybe at that moment, the light clicks, and they understand trusting in Christ. So we may not know the exact moment. 

I think of Brother Hyles, a great preacher who impacted this world for Christ, said that he believed that a lot of people received Christ as soon as they stepped out in the aisle. Oh, they came forward and somebody dealt with them, but he believes they were trusting Christ at the moment they stepped out. He was saying, “If you want Christ, come to Jesus.” 

So, make it simple and clear to understand. Jesus said the Gospel is so easy a child could understand it. I sometimes will do this in preaching: I’ll say, “Come up here.” I’ll offer to give them a gift. Now, I could offer it all day, but it’s not theirs until they receive it, and they must receive Christ in like manner. This helps them to understand receiving Christ. 

It’s like being on an airplane that’s going to take you to Chicago. You’ve got to get on that airplane in order to get there. So you’ve got to believe on Christ. See, you’ve got to explain what it is to put their faith and trust in Christ so they can go to Heaven.

Now, it’s not a prayer that saves you. It's trusting Christ that saves you. You may trust Christ by praying at that time or by another action. I remember when Peter was preaching to Cornelius and some friends, and the Holy Spirit fell on them, as it had on the disciples earlier. So before he even got into the invitation, they trusted Christ. They believed at that moment when they heard the truth. 

Let me say that again: it’s not a prayer that saves you. It is trusting Jesus. That prayer may be when you put your faith in Christ. Now I understand, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” (Romans 10:9) Now, this confession could be expressed not necessarily by talking. For instance, someone’s on his deathbed, and he can’t talk, but you can say, “Right now, Christ wants to save you. If you’re asking Christ, would you please squeeze my hand.” Now, it’s not as good as hearing it from them, but that is an expression of their faith. They could be putting their faith in Christ. Somebody that couldn’t speak or talk or write or whatever, they can still, by blinking or doing something, express that they’re trusting Christ as their Saviour. Sometimes, I’m in a hurried situation with someone and to pray just doesn’t seem like it works. So I say, “Jesus loves you. He died for you to forgive you.” I explain the Gospel. I say, “Right now, are you asking Jesus to come into your heart and forgive you?” 

And they say, “Yes.”

And then a lot of times, I say, “So with Jesus in your heart, where are you going to go?”

“Heaven.” 

“Who’s going to take you there?”

“Jesus.”

They can explain it. They’re putting their faith in Jesus Christ. Once again, the Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) 

I remember one time I went soul winning with a fellow, and he presented the Gospel very well. He was talking to a young girl, she was very shy and bashful girl, and he was inviting her to pray the sinner's prayer. Now I could tell she was shy and embarrassed by people being there and wouldn't pray out loud. Then he said, “Well, that’s your choice. I’ll leave it with you.”

Then I said, “Well, can I talk to her a little bit?”

He said, “Yeah.”

I said, “Hey, do you want Jesus to come into your heart?" She nodded yes. "Well, how about let’s do this. I don’t want to embarrass you or anything, but Jesus loves you, He died for you. So why don’t you quietly in your heart and mind ask Jesus to save you?” So I led her to pray the Sinner’s Prayer quietly. I said, “Pray quietly from your heart and mind.” See, they don’t have to pray to me. It’s not me hearing that makes them saved; it’s trusting Christ and confessing Christ in their heart. See, whether they express it with words or not, they’re confessing Jesus with their heart. They are calling on Him from their heart. “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:10)

When I got through and asked, “Hey, did you ask Jesus in your heart?”

She said, “Yeah,” - a confession, if you will. And her eyes and face were all lit up because of receiving Christ. 

So just give them opportunity to express their faith. I like to give many invitations. I’ll say, “Hey, right now, would you like to ask Jesus to save you?” And they’ll say, “Yes.” So they may express it that way. I'll say, “So you’re right now asking Jesus to come into your heart and save you and take you to Heaven?” And they’ll say, “Yeah.” I’ll say, “Your salvation is so important, I’d like to pray with you. We can tell Jesus what you just told me. And you’re not ashamed of Jesus, are you?” So then I help them to pray the Sinner’s Prayer, and I get them to express their faith. 

Then I go over assurance verses. I studied some of the great soul winners, and I discovered that after they would lead someone through the Sinner’s Prayer, they’d spend time in assurance verses. Sometimes when you’re going over the assurance of salvation, then someone understands it, and it makes the Gospel a little clearer. They may get saved at that time.

So always be sensitive. Always give people an opportunity to receive Christ, because without Christ they’ll go to Hell. Some people say, “We’re going to sing one more verse,” and then someone will step out of the aisle, and come to Christ. Oh, always give people an opportunity; don’t shut the door. Give them an opportunity to receive Jesus as their Saviour because once again without Christ, they’ll burn in Hell forever and ever. Let’s give them an opportunity. 

I remember one summer, I was traveling with Evangelist Joe Boyd, whom God used to do a great work for Christ, and I gave an invitation, and many people were saved. But then the Dean of Men who was kind of over the group came and said, “Hey, did you give a second invitation?” 

I said, “What are you talking about? Many people were saved.”

He said, “Do you mind if I give another invitation?”

I said, “Oh, yeah, yeah!”

So he gave an invitation, and a few more responded. I learned something from that day. You can’t invite people enough to trust Christ. Give them many invitations to receive Christ. Sometimes while preaching now, I’ll give the Gospel, and many people will respond, and I’ll ask the pastor to say a few words, saying, “Jesus loves you and will save you. Why don’t you receive Him?” Because sometimes a language barrier or someone else they identify with more can help some others, and they’ll trust Christ as their Saviour. 

My friends, once again, they can express their trust in Christ in many different ways. You say, “If you’re receiving Christ, would you please stand to your feet?” They’ll stand to their feet. You may say, “If you’re receiving Jesus, would you raise your hand?” And that’s a way for them to do it. You could lead them in the Sinner’s Prayer, but you’re giving them many opportunities to express their faith in Christ. A great evangelist, Billy Sunday, said, “If you’re coming to Jesus, you stand up from where you are, and come, and shake my hand. When you shake my hand, you’re saying, ‘I’m coming to Jesus. I'm trusting Jesus.’” That could be an expression of faith.

I’ve heard of people in a room, and somebody’s witnessing to them, and it’s a situation where they can’t get in too much, but they said, “If you trusted Christ, write it down on a piece of paper, ‘I'm trusting Christ.’ and just leave it there.” See, the important thing is for them to trust Christ, not for you to brag on how many numbers you got or anything like that. It’s about glorifying Jesus. 

Many times in a funeral or a wedding, you’ve got to give an invitation in a different way. You don't get them to come forward, you may not get them to pray out loud, but you may say, “Why don’t you just ask Jesus to come into your heart quietly right now, and if you are asking Christ, would you please lift up your hand?” Oh, give people an opportunity to receive Christ as their Saviour. I would think of some questions or statements to do it. Some people say, "If Jesus were willing to receive you just as you are, would you be willing to receive Him into your heart to take you to Heaven?” They’d say, “Yeah.”

Oh, you need to draw the net. And again, they could be saved by lifting up their hands, maybe by the prayer time when you give them an opportunity to pray, or maybe when you’re going over assurance. So I like to give them many opportunities to receive Christ as their Saviour. 

My friends, the thing is, we don’t know someone’s heart. We don’t know when someone's expressing faith in Christ, but we need to do all we can to help him to trust Christ, and then we take by faith that he is. Hey, I don’t know whether you’re saved or not; I don’t know anybody’s heart. 

By the way, don’t play the Holy Spirit of God; let God decide. You don't know someone's heart. You don't know whether he is ready or not. I know in preaching, young people can pick their noses, laugh, and all kinds of stuff, and I talk to them later, and they were understanding. I know sometimes in soul winning, I’ll witness to groups, and I think, “This guy’s listening to me, and this guy’s not.” I talk to this guy who I thought was listening to me, and he can’t answer anything, so I have to explain it a little further. The guy who I thought wasn’t paying attention, he understood it all, so we don’t know someone’s heart. You give them opportunity. 

I heard of a great missionary whom God used in a wonderful way. He was laughing with his friend while the soul winner witnessed to them. But the soul winner invited them to Christ anyway. Now, this guy was saying on the inside, “I need this.” Oh, he was laughing, and all this kind of stuff, but he asked Christ to come into his heart and be his Saviour. So always invite people to receive Christ. See, my job is not to judge if someone is ready or not, or means it or not, but to present the Gospel clearly and give the person an opportunity to receive Christ.

Now, let me say this: the Lord was adding to the early church every day. That means they were soul winning every day. If you want to follow Jesus’ and the Bible example, then you need to reach people every day. The Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42). So if we’re following Jesus, we’ll do something every day to get the Gospel to others.

Let me say this: keep the Gospel simple. By the way, present the Gospel in a simple way so that a child could understand it. That's what Jesus taught. Give them an opportunity. Don’t make it complicated. That’s the best way to help people is to make it simple and understandable, and then, invite them to receive Christ as their Saviour. 

I remember a preacher was talking to me about Christ and I was giving all kinds of excuses, “What will my friends think?” or this or that, and he kept answering my questions, and he kept working with me, but if he had been like many of you who say, “Oh, he’s not ready. God hasn’t prepared his heart. He’s not ready to trust Christ.” Then where would I be today? He was persistent, and kept talking to me about Jesus, and I trusted the Lord. Listen to me. Don’t play the Holy Spirit; you don’t know anybody’s heart. You give the Gospel, and then you give them an opportunity to receive Christ as their Saviour. 

Most of us know the story where D.L. Moody was preaching in Chicago, and the Great Fire broke out. But before this fire, he asked an audience, “What are you going to do with Christ? What think ye of Christ? What are you going to do with Jesus? I’ll give you a week to think that over.” But the Chicago Fire started that night, and many perished and went to Hell. Later, he said, “Oh, I made a big mistake. I’ll never see those people again. I should have invited them to receive Christ. Oh, I’ll never give another audience a week to decide on Christ.’ No, I will invite people immediately to receive Christ.” Oh, my friends, we’re to invite people now to accept Christ. The Bible says, “...Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2) So invite people to trust Christ immediately! Oh, we need to bring people to Jesus! 

My friends, do we really believe there’s a place called Hell? Then you invite people to trust Christ immediately. If you knew there were some people in a burning house, you’d kick the door in and you would do whatever to get them out. Oh, we know there’s a place called Hell. So we need to do all we can to rescue them from the fires of Hell so they can go to Heaven. 

Now, do we believe there’s a place called Heaven, a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain? Then we need to invite people to trust Christ so they can go to Heaven. Do we really believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross to give His life for us? Do we appreciate what Jesus has done for us? Then let's do what Jesus said and preach the Gospel to every creature, giving them an opportunity to receive Christ. 

Remember that great invitation in Revelation 22: “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Revelation 22:17) Oh, we are to invite people to trust Christ! Now is the day of salvation! Oh, Jesus was inviting folks. He said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

Oh, draw the net! I’m reminded of that verse in Scripture that says, “...no man cared for my soul.” (Psalms 142:4, last part) I wonder if someone is saying, “Hey, why didn’t you tell me about Jesus? Why didn’t you help me to know the truth? Oh, you talked to me, you shared the Bible with me, but you didn’t invite me to trust Christ. Why didn’t you give me an opportunity to receive Jesus?" 

Imagine people in Hell saying, “Oh, you sent me a Bible, but you never did invite me to Jesus. Oh, you talked about ‘God being good,’ but you never invited me to trust Christ as my Saviour. Oh, why didn’t you invite me to come to Jesus?” Oh, my friends, we must believe that God wants to save people.

They said Spurgeon was talking to a young guy, and the guy was saying, “I’m not very satisfied with my invitation. Not many people are responding.”

And Spurgeon asked, “Do you believe they will?”

The guy said, “Well, I guess not.”

And Spurgeon said, “That’s your problem.”

Oh, my friends, we’ve got to believe that people will respond to receive Christ. We’ve got to go believing. So therefore we’ve got to give the invitation, believing that they’ll trust Christ. It should surprise us and break our hearts if they don’t. Oh, let’s do all we can to invite them to receive Christ. Now, if we don’t clearly invite them to Christ, their blood will be on our hands. 

So why don’t you decide today that, hey, I’m not going to just present the Gospel, but I’m going to invite people to trust Christ as their Saviour. I’m not going to enjoy fishing, and not catch fish. I’m not just going to go out and enjoy walking with other Christians, going house to house, going door-to-door, or doing these campaigns, but I’m going to get involved with helping people to trust Christ as their Saviour. 

I’m not going to just be satisfied doing little, giving out the Bible here and there, but I’m going to compel them! I’m going to challenge them! I’m going to be like a man running into a burning house to kick the door down. Oh, I’m going to do all I can to see that souls are saved. Oh, I’m going to compel them, challenge them, and invite them to receive Jesus as their Saviour. Oh, I’m going to cry out, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31)

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
