(Visual - A big door, Way banner, real Jesus banner)
“The Door”
(salvation)

Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to John chapter 10, verse number 7-10. John chapter 10, verse number 7. The Bible says in John chapter 10, verse number 7, “Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:7-10) 

My friends, Jesus loves you so very much. Jesus came that you might have life and life more abundantly, that you might have eternal life and go to a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. Jesus said, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved” from a terrible place called Hell and “shall go in and out, and find pasture.” In other words, you’ll go to a wonderful place called Heaven. Oh, Jesus is The Door to Heaven. I want to speak to you on the subject, “The Door.” (Put a big visual up with a door.)
Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to understand this truth so that we can be set free. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

A traveler’s car broke down near a monastery late one night. With no place else to go, he walked to the monastery and explained his situation. The monks graciously invited him to spend the night, gave him something warm to drink, and even repaired his car.

During the night, the man heard a strange sound. The next morning, he asked the monks about it. "We can’t tell you. You’re not a monk," they replied.

The man was disappointed, but thanked them for their hospitality and then went on his way.

Some years later, the same traveler had car problems in front of the same monastery. Once again, the monks were happy to give him a place to stay, feed him, and fix his car. But during the night, he heard the same strange noise that he had heard years earlier. The next morning he asked again, "What was that noise I heard during the night?" 

The monks replied, "We can’t tell you. You’re not a monk."

The traveler said, "All these years I’ve wondered about that sound. I’m dying to know what it is. So how do I become a monk?"

The monks explained, "First, you must travel the earth and learn to speak the language of every culture and tribe that exists in the world. Then, you must do one kind deed for every man, woman, and child on the planet. Finally, you must climb to the top of the highest mountain and count the number of stars that exist in the heavens. When you have done all this, you will be well on your way toward becoming a monk."

Undaunted, the man accepted the task. Some 45 years later, he returned to the monastery and knocked on the door. "I have traveled the earth and learned more than 6,000 languages. I have performed kind deeds for billions of people. I almost froze to death on the highest mountain where I learned that there are more than 17 trillion stars."

The monks were amazed. "Congratulations," they said. "You are very close to being a monk of the highest order. We shall now take you to the source of the sound."

They led the man to a wooden door, where one of the monks said, "The sound is right behind that door." The man tried opening the door, but it was locked.

The man asked, "How do I open it?"

"You must first memorize the Old Testament," the monks told him.

The man went in to his room and in a matter of just a few months, memorized the entire Old Testament. In return, he was given the key to the wooden door and taken back to it. Upon opening the door, he encountered another door, this one made of brass. It was locked.

"To receive the key that will open the brass door,” the monks said, “you must memorize the New Testament."

Frustrated, the man went back to his room and memorized the New Testament. Within a few months, he had the key to the brass door. Again, the monks accompanied him to the source of the strange sound. Inside the brass door was yet another door. This one made of gold. It too was locked.

The monks said, "This is the last door. But to receive the key, you must spend one year in the dungeon, with only bread and water to sustain you."

The man endured his year in the dungeon. Emaciated and weary, he was once again taken to the source of the sound. He unlocked the wooden door and the brass door. Then he was given the key to the gold door. With trembling hands, the man unlocked the door, turned the knob and opened it. Behind it laid the source of the sound, and, without a doubt it was worth all those years of suffering and pain.

Do you want to know what it was? Sorry, I can’t tell you. You’re not a monk!

Now, we may laugh at this story, but it is frustrating when people withhold information from us. We want to know everything, don’t we? However, sometimes some things remain a mystery to us. For example, we don’t always know why God does what He does or why things happen that we can’t explain. The Bible describes it as “seeing through a glass darkly.” The good news is that when we get to Heaven, all our disturbing questions will be answered and we’ll enjoy a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. Now, in order to go to Heaven, you don’t have to be a monk trying to leap through impossible loops. Oh,  you just trust in Jesus as The Door by which you can go to Heaven. So Jesus gave His life for you so that you could be saved from Hell and go to Heaven some day. 

According to an ancient legend, a man became lost in his travels and wandered into a bed of quicksand. Confucius saw the man’s predicament and said, “It is evident that men should stay out of places such as this.” Next, Buddha observed the situation and said, “Let that man’s plight be a lesson to the rest of the world.” Then, Mohammed came by and said to the sinking man, “Alas, it is the will of {our} god.” Finally, Jesus Christ appeared on the scene and said, “Take my hand. I will save you.” 

Oh, there are many religions of the world, and they all have things about them that are admirable and even true to a certain extent, but only one provides salvation from sin and Hell. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Oh, Jesus was saying, “I’m The Door to Heaven.” No other religious leader has ever made that claim because they can’t. Only Jesus has the power and authority under Heaven to forgive us of our sins and give us eternal life. That’s why the Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

It was a snowy Christmas Eve. Inside the warm house, the Christmas tree was cheerfully ablaze with lights and surrounded by dozens of presents. The man’s wife and children were all dressed and ready to leave for church. “Come with us,” they urged, for they loved him.

“Not me,” he snapped. “I don’t believe in all that religion garbage.”

For many years the man’s wife had been trying to tell him about Jesus Christ and the salvation He offers, how God’s Son had become a human being in order to show us the way to heaven.

“Nonsense!” the man always said.

The family left for church and the man was all alone in his cozy, country home. He glanced out the window at the cloudy, snowy scene outside. He turned to warm himself by the fire. But as he turned, his eyes caught a movement in the snow outside. It was cats! Three young cats were walking slowly past his window. Meow!

“The fools,” the man thought. “They’ll freeze for sure!” 

The man put on his hat and coat and opened the door. A blast of wintery air sent a shiver through his body. “Come here, cats! Come inside where there is warmth and food. You’ll die out there.” But the cats ran away, frightened by the stranger at the door.

He walked outside. “Come back! Don’t be afraid. I want to save you.” But the cats were gone. It was too late.

“Well,” the man said to himself, “I did everything I could for them. What more could I do? I would have to become a cat myself in order to reach them and save them. If I became a cat, I could tell them and show them the way. They would have to believe me then, unless they were fools.”

Just as he reached the door, the church bells rang in the distance. The man paused for a second and listened. Then he went in by the fire, got down on his knees, and wept, realizing that he was a fool to reject Jesus as the Way to Heaven.

Oh, my friends, the Creator of the Universe, the Lord Jesus Christ, loved us so much that He came to the earth to show us how to be saved. Jesus died on the Cross to forgive us from our sins so we wouldn’t be separated from God, but we would go to Heaven. Oh, if we would trust in Jesus, we will not perish, but instead, we’ll have eternal, everlasting life. 

One day in a church, the people were all murmuring and wondering why the preacher had placed a rusty old bird cage on the pulpit. The church members weren’t used to their pastor using props for his sermons, especially not on Easter Sunday. Sensing the congregation’s confusion, the preacher explained how he obtained the cage. The day before, he had been walking through the town when he noticed a young boy carelessly swinging the cage around. The preacher noticed that there were three, obviously frightened, little birds in the cage. The pastor stopped the youngster and asked, “What have you got there, Son?” 

Then came the reply, “Just some old birds worth nothing.” 

The preacher said, “And what are you going to do with them?”

The boy said, “Take them home and have some fun with them. I’m going to poke them and pull out their feathers and watch them fight. I’m going to have a real good time!”

The preacher said, “But those birds don’t belong to you.”

The boy responded, “They do now. I found them, and I can do anything I want with them.”

“But you’ll get tired of playing with those birds, son. What will you do with them then?”

The little boy grinned, “Oh, I’ve got some cats. They like birds. I’ll give them to my cats so they can eat them.”

The pastor was silent for a moment. Then he asked, “How much do you want for those birds, son?”

The little boy said, “You don’t want these birds. They’re just plain old field birds. They don’t sing. They are not even pretty. They’re not worth anything.”

The preacher said, “How much?”

The boy looked at the pastor as though he were crazy and said, “Ten dollars.”

The pastor reached into his pocket and took out a ten dollar bill. He placed it in the boy’s hand. In a flash, the boy was gone. The pastor set the cage down, opened the door, and gently coaxed the birds out, setting them free.

Then the pastor explained to them another story that was very similar. He said, “One day Jesus and the devil were having a conversation. Satan had just come from the Garden of Eden, grinning and boasting. ‘I just caught me a bunch of people down there. I set me a trap, used bait I knew they couldn’t resist, and I got them!’

Jesus said, ‘What are you going to do with them?’ 

Satan said, ‘I’m going to have fun with them. I’m going to teach them how to hurt and abuse each other. I’ll teach them how to lie to each other, and kill each other and do all kinds of evil things. Oh, I’m going to have a really good time with them!’

Jesus said, ‘But those people don’t belong to you.’

Satan said, ‘They do now! I can do anything I want with them.’

Jesus then asked, ‘And what will you do when you get through with them?’

Satan said, ‘I will kill them. I will destroy them. I will bring death to their lives.’

Jesus said, ‘Wait a minute. How much do you want for them?’

The devil said, ‘Oh, you don’t want these people! They’re no good. You may love them, sure, but they’ll just hate you back. They’ll spit on you, curse you, and kill you. You don’t want these people.’

Jesus said, ‘How much do you want for them?’ 

Satan looked at Jesus as if He were crazy and said, ‘Your life.’”
Oh, my friends, that’s exactly what Jesus did. Jesus gave His life for us to pay the price to set us free. And on that first Sunday morning, He picked up that cage, opened the door, so we could be set free. Oh, Jesus paid the price so we could go to Heaven. Jesus is The Door we go through so we can be free. Oh, Jesus is the Way to Heaven. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” (John 11:25) 
Oh, you may never have another moment like this. You’re so close to receiving eternal life so that one day you can go to Heaven. Oh, I’m talking about the truth that can set you free. Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) The Bible says, “If the Son {the Lord Jesus Christ} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Oh, Jesus wants to set you free by saving you from Hell and taking you to Heaven someday. 

Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about  (The Way banner) My friends, we are all going through life and maybe trusting in good works or what have you to get us to a wonderful place called Heaven, but as we trust in ourselves, we fall down. Now, the only way to get to Heaven is through the cross of Christ. 

See, there’s a big gap that separates us from Heaven. Our sins separate us from Heaven. The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God...” (Romans 3:23) Oh, there’s nobody perfect. We’ve all done something wrong, and there’s a price for that. There’s a punishment for wrong. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23a) “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” (Revelation 20:14) Oh, because of our sins, we deserve to go to Hell, and there’s only one way that we can go to Heaven, and that’s through the cross of Christ, trusting what Jesus did for us, so we can go to Heaven. 

Oh, it’s just like a door. All I have to do is go through the door to get to where I need to go. Jesus is saying, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” (John 10:9) Jesus was saying, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Oh, you need to trust in Jesus as your way or The Door to Heaven, that Jesus paid the price to save you from Hell, so you can go to Heaven. 

Let me illustrate it to you. (Real Jesus banner) Oh, my friends, why did Jesus suffer, and bleed, and die? For you! Oh, they spit in Jesus' face. They put a blindfold over His eyes, and they hit Him in the face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns on Jesus' brow, and blood flowed down His face. They took a whip, and they ripped His back open. They beat Jesus, and beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. Why was Jesus going through that? Oh, Jesus was giving His life for you, so you wouldn’t have to go to Hell, but go to Heaven. They drove spikes into His hands and feet, and picked up that cross, and dropped that cross down. Oh, Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, and give us a home in Heaven. And all we need to do is to trust in that to get us to Heaven. 

Oh, my friends, listen to me very carefully. The great evangelist, D. L. Moody, used to tell the story of a Scottish girl who wandered away from home. She went down into deep sin, and one night, in a wild fancy, in the city of Edinburg, she concluded that she would commit suicide. But before doing so, she decided to go and look once more on the home where she was born and spent her youth. In the middle of the night, she came into the neighborhood again, and finally, up to the mother’s gate. She lifted up the latch and went in. As she went up the path, she got the scent of flowers, and she moved on until she came to the door of the cottage. To her surprise, she found it wide open. Then, in fear lest some harm might come to her old mother, she cried out, “Mother, I found the door open!” 

The old Scottish mother got up and came to the door saying, “Maggie? It has been many long days since you went away, but always my prayer has been in my heart  ‘Lord, send her home.’ And I said, ‘Whenever she comes back, day or night, I want her to see an open door and know she is welcome.’”

Oh, my friends, listen to me. Jesus loves you and gave His life for you so that you can go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus is saying, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved...” from Hell, and one day go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus said, “...him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) See, Jesus will receive you if you come to Him. Oh, come to Jesus! Oh, my friends, Jesus is The Door to Heaven. 

Jesus is saying to you, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him...” (Revelation 3:20) Oh, right now, Jesus is knocking on your heart’s door. Jesus is saying, “I want to come in. I want to forgive you of all your sins. I want to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. And all you have to do is say, ‘Jesus, come into my heart. Forgive me of my sins. Save me from Hell. I’m trusting in Jesus as The Door to Heaven.’”

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
