(Visual – throw tracts out)
“Will You Be a Laborer?”
Well, it is sure great to be here today and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Matthew chapter 9 and verse number 35. Matthew 9:35. The Bible says in Matthew chapter 9 and verse 35, “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:25-38)

I want to speak to you today on the subject, "We Need Laborers." Jesus said, “The fields are white. The fields are ready for harvest. The fields are plenteous.” Hey, the harvest will die if we don't go out there and reap it. There are people out there that want to know Christ, but they are going to die and go to hell if we don't have some laborers to go reach them. Oh, we need laborers. I want to speak to you on that subject today. We need laborers. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. “Dear Lord Jesus, I pray that You would raise up some laborers to go out and reach this world for Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Jesus one time said, “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” (John 4:35) Jesus is saying that it is time for us to get busy and to get out there and reach people for Christ.

I am reminded of the story that I heard of Bill Rice and his brother. They were told by their mom that after school they needed to go to the river and catch some fish. Now, when Bill Rice and his brother got down there, they noticed that there were snakes everywhere. Now, like typical boys, they were going around killing the snakes and they were having a good old time. But when they got home that night they hadn't caught any fish, and there was nothing to eat. 

Oh, I think a lot of us as Christians are like that. We are busy doing many, many things, and they are not bad things, but we are leaving the best undone. We are not reaching people for Christ as the young boys didn't catch any fish and there was no food on the table. Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19) If we follow Jesus, we will be fishing for people. We will be reaching precious souls for Christ. Oh, we need laborers to go out and to reach others for the Lord. 

Hey, we need to get back on our knees and pray and call unto God. The Bible says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3) We need to pray that God would send forth laborers in North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and around the world. We need to pray that God would save souls and change lives. The Bible says that we ought to pray for all men that they might be saved. Hey, the Lord is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (II Peter 3:9) We need to pray for souls to be saved. 

Oh, pray to the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His harvest. But you know, folks, when I started praying for God to send laborers into the harvest, all of a sudden it was like God turned His finger around and pointed it at me and said, “How about you?” And I ask you that question today, “How about you?” Will you be a laborer for Jesus Christ? Will you labor with the Lord Jesus Christ? Jesus said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)
Listen to me. When you go out and reach people for Christ, Jesus is right there with you because Jesus said, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) Hey, Jesus will help you. Listen to me. We can do all things through Christ which strengthens us. God wants to use us to make an impact to reach others for Christ. 

Oh, my friends, we need to be laborers in our cities. We need to be laborers from house to house, knocking on doors and inviting people to trust Christ as their Saviour. We need to be laborers in our work places. We need to be laborers in the streets. When you look out at night and there are kids out in the streets and they are talking about things they shouldn't. We need to go out there and reach them for Christ. We need to be laborers in the market place and where we shop and where we do errands throughout the day. We need to be giving the gospel to every creature. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) We need to do something every day to give the gospel out to someone else. 

D.L. Moody was a great soul winner, and seven days a week he was trying to give the gospel out. Carl Laurent was a great soul winner. Seven days a week he was giving the gospel out as well. Why? Because men and women and boys and girls are dying and going to hell every day, and we have to get busy and reach them for Christ.

Every day you could give a tract out. You could just leave a tract with somebody, and God could use that to save souls and change lives. A pastor told me, “Darrell, when you are going out knocking on doors, leave a tract, because one day someone left a tract in my door, and I got saved.” Listen to me. We all can give out a tract. Hey, we all can do something to get the gospel out every day. Let’s do it everyday. The Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) We need to do all we can to reach every person everywhere and every day with the gospel. (Throw out tracts.)
Oh, there are cries all over the world, “We want to know the truth.” You know, you see all of the weird stuff that is happening and how people are dressed weird and all these things, but I think it is them crying out, “Somebody, help me. Somebody, love me. I don't know why I am here. I don't know what is going on.” And we can go and tell them about Christ. They may not understand that that is what they want, but everybody has a void in their life and there is only one person that can fill it and that is Jesus Christ. We need to go and tell them about Jesus. Oh, my friend, will you be a laborer for Jesus Christ? 

Christopher Rand, who designed one of the world’s most beautiful buildings, wrote about the reactions of the construction workers who were asked what they were doing. Those workers who were bored and tired would say, “I am laying bricks,” or, “I am carrying stones.” But one worker who was mixing cement seemed cheerful and enthusiastic about his work. When asked what he was doing, he replied, “I am building a magnificent building.”
Listen to me. We are doing the greatest business in the world when we are telling somebody about Jesus. There is nothing better than knowing the Saviour and living the life within His favor. The greatest thing we know is to know Jesus, then the greatest thing that we can do with our life is to tell others about Jesus. Wow! Let’s tell people the good news. Let’s tell people the great news. Let’s tell people the gospel: the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Christ. Oh, this world needs to know Jesus. Let’s go and tell them about Christ.

Hey, have you ever wondered why geese fly in a V formation? Some scientists did. They put their computers and flight simulators to work and discovered the answer. Flocks of geese form this pattern because it is the easiest way to fly. The formation acts aerodynamically like a single wing. That is, wind drag is distributed equally across all the birds. This, in turn, reduces drag on each individual bird. 25 geese flying together in a V can travel 70% farther than one goose flying alone. That is incredible because the lead goose actually situates itself in the perfect point position of the V. The geese that follow relieve some of its wind drag: therefore it doesn't have to work harder than the others. The benefit of the air flow pattern of the V is because it acts as a single flying wing. While the lead bird pulls along those that are behind, the followers’ flight sends relief back up to the front. 

From geese we can learn about working together. Now, we live in a society that promotes individualism and self-reliance; however, we function more effectively in working together. Like the geese, we were created by God to work together, serve together, and encourage and support each other. When we cooperate and help each other to succeed, we not only accomplish much, but we do it with less stress and difficulty. Let’s do it God's way. Amen! Let’s work together. 
That is why when we come together, we are to exhort one another one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25) What are we to exhort one another to do? Hey, listen. We can have church, sing songs, pray, and different things like that in Heaven. But one thing we will not be able to do is to win others for Christ. That is the big commission of the church is to give the gospel to every creature. Thus, we need to work together to do this great and mighty project. 

An evangelist was holding meetings in a Pennsylvania town when a young man who had formerly lived next door to the parsonage committed murder. The whole community was stirred. The evangelist and the pastor obtained permission to visit the young man in his cell, and they succeeded in leading him to Christ. Then the newly-saved man addressed the pastor and sadly said, "To think that I lived next door to you for months, and you never told me anything about Jesus until I came here. If you only had, I probably would have never become a murderer."

I wonder who is living in our neighborhoods and who is around us and who we work with, that if we will give them the gospel, it can make all the difference in the world. Hey, it will change their eternal destiny. They won't go to hell, but they will go to heaven someday. That is the greatest thing in the world, is to give the gospel to others.

Oh, imagine with me if you will in your mind’s eye that a man dies and he goes to the great white throne judgment. He is standing there and he is being condemned for all of his sins and he is going to be sent into the lake of fire forever and ever and ever. And all of a sudden he looks over to you and says, "Why didn't you tell me about Jesus Christ? Why didn't you tell my family about Jesus Christ? We will burn in hell forever and ever because you didn't tell us about Christ." Oh, what would you do in such a situation? Would your hands be guilty of their blood because you haven't told them about Christ? We need to do all we can to tell others about Christ. 
During a season of revival, a friend was praying one evening for a certain unconverted neighbor. After this manner he prayed, "Oh, Lord, touch that man with Thy finger. Touch him with Thy finger, Lord." The petition was repeated with great earnestness, when something said to him on the inside, “Thou art the finger of God. Has thou ever touched this thy neighbor? Hast thou ever spoken a single word to him on the question of salvation? Go thou and touch that man, and thy prayer shall be answered.” Oh, it was a voice from the throne of God.

Listen to me. God is crying out and saying, “Go and tell the world about Christ.” That is why Jesus said, “The fields are white unto harvest.” Hey, we need to go because people want to know about Jesus. 

D.L. Moody, often called “Crazy Moody,” had a heart for souls. It was said that he would get his umbrella, put both hands on it, and walk in circles around it. This would gather a crowd, and then he would witness to them. He told the Lord that not a day would pass without him speaking to someone about their soul. One night, about 11 PM after he had gone to bed, he remembered that he hadn't witnessed to anybody. He got up and went outside. He spotted a young man and began walking toward him. Moody weighed about 380 pounds. The boy saw Moody and began walking the other direction. Moody walked faster. The boy walked faster. Moody started running. The boy started running. Into an apartment building ran the boy. Moody followed him. The boy ran into his house. Moody was on his trail. The boy slid under the bed. Moody pulled him out by his feet and led him to the Saviour. Wow! He had a heart for souls.

Billy Sunday had one million converts hit the sawdust trail under his ministry, accepting Christ. As he looked down at the multitudes of people, he could be heard whispering, "They are going to Hell. They are going to Hell. They are going to Hell." Oh, he had a broken heart for souls.

J. Hudson Taylor, the great missionary to China, dyed his hair black and grew a ponytail to look like the Chinese that he wanted to win. They said the sun never rose over China without finding him on knees. What a soul winner he was!
Charles Finney – what a powerful Holy Spirit soul winner! It seemed that entire towns came under conviction when he entered. Once a prostitute asked him to have relations, and he began weeping with a compassionate heart. She was so ashamed that she began weeping and walked away. Oh, God used him to win thousands to Christ. 

Walter Wilson was a doctor, not a preacher. He would turn any conversation into a witnessing opportunity. He would comment on the lighting in the room representing Christ as the Light of the World. He took simple things and used them to begin bragging on Jesus. 

Carl Hatch, one of the boldest soul winners, never met a stranger. You would never catch him without a gospel tract. Once he was in a tour group in Washington, D.C. The guide pointed to the Washington Monument and made some comments. He then asked if there were any questions. Carl Hatch asked, “Was he saved?” 
“What?” said the guide. 
Hatch said, “Was he a born again Christian? Did he go to heaven?”

“I don't know,” said the guide. 
Hatch said, "I know. Does anyone else want to know?" Then he shared the gospel with the entire group. 
Charles Hadden Spurgeon was an avid, aggressive soul winner. He said, “A Christian ought to always carry his gospel gun half-cocked.” Then he said, “The season is always open on sinners.” In other words, always reach people for Christ.
Praying Hyde, toward the end of his life, was called “Camel Knees” because he prayed so long on his knees. He was leading 10 people a day to the Saviour. 

Oh, R.A. Torrey's biography tells much of his soul winning zeal. It also stated he once had a lengthy train layover and while there passed out 5000 tracts. He said that perhaps it would be his only time there. 

David Brainerd, that young missionary to the American Indians, died at the early age of 29. He often prayed in the snow and was very sick. At times he preached through a drunken interpreter to get the gospel to the Indians. Many went to the mission field as a result of his diary.

John R. Rice was a preacher, writer, statesman, family man, and soul winner. His life’s verse was Psalms 126:5-6. “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Rice personally won souls up until his death in his 80's. It was the theme of his preaching. 

Jack Hyles had Daniel 12:3 as his life’s' verse. “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” Dr. Hyles set people on fire about the matter of personal soul winning. His Roman Road emphasis made it easy for millions of Christians to become soul winners. He was witnessing wherever he went. 

Edward Kimball was a Sunday School teacher who won D.L. Moody, who then reached thousands for Christ. Oh, my friend, God wants to use you!
A convert at the Billy Sunday meetings in Scranton, Pennsylvania, remarked, "On my farm I raise blood stock, and there is not a person for miles around who would not go to great lengths to warn me if one of my prize cows got out on the railroad track. Yet for 25 years never a man spoke a word to me about my spiritual welfare." Oh, how sad that is! There are people who want to know the truth if we will go and reach them for Christ. 

A preacher once said, “During an evangelistic campaign in Kentucky, we were using cards reading, ‘Get right with God.’ A group of boys attached them to their caps. One day, I saw a strange bull dog come along and make friends with the boys. They petted him to his entire satisfaction, and finally one lad ran to me, asking for a card for the dog. He fastened it to the nameplate on the collar which was in keeping with the large size of the dog. Now, we were interested in a certain man and had him on our prayer list, but had not been able to reach him. That night he came out to the meeting and as soon as the invitation was given rushed to the front, fell on his knees, and called upon God to save him. Then I sat by him and asked how it all happened. 

He said, ‘I was not feeling well today, so I remained at home from work. I was trying to get some sleep this afternoon when I was startled by a fierce and prolonged barking at the rear of our house. I finally decided to go and see what it was all about. As I opened the rear door, in came a fierce, ugly-looking bulldog. At first I was somewhat frightened by the beast but soon discovered signs of friendliness coming in dog fashion from both ends. So I sat down in my chair, and he immediately and very lovingly came and put its big head in my lap. There, staring at me in the face attached to his collar was one of those ‘Get right with God’ cards. I there and then decided that if God was sufficiently interested in me to send that bulldog after me, I had better give up, and here I am. I got saved."

Listen to me. God used that bulldog, and God wants to use you. Let’s all be laborers for Christ. Amen! 

A preacher tells of a village in Africa where he went for a day with his little missionary boat, but was not able to remain or leave a missionary with them. They were bitterly disappointed and long entreated him to alter his purpose and leave a teacher among them. But it was beyond his power, and he sorrowfully left them. As he sailed up the river he saw them standing on the bank, beckoning to him with eager entreaty. Two days later he returned, sailing down the stream. As they passed the village, the natives were still upon the banks watching for him. As they saw that he did not intend to land, they became wild in their gestures and cries, waving their arms and leaping high in the air, shouting and trying in every way to get his attention. Oh, he felt the appeal in every fiber of his being, but he could not do anything. He had no one to leave. And he sailed down the river, his heart was broken with sorrow.
Oh, listen to me. There are men and women and boys and girls all over this world that need Christ. We have got to reach them. Oh, that is why Jesus said, “The fields are white unto harvest. Pray that the Lord would send laborers in the harvest.” Oh, we need laborers to go. Will you be a laborer for the Lord Jesus Christ and tell others about Christ? Will you be a soul winner for Jesus? 
Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) Many missionaries have said that they went to a place and the people said, “Hey, we have been praying for years that someone would come and tell us the truth, and you came, and now we know Jesus as our Saviour!” Oh, there are people out there who want to know Jesus. Will you be a laborer and go and tell them about Jesus? Will you tell others about Jesus? Let’s do it!

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 






