​Visual – flame or lighter
“Where Is Your Fire?”
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Psalms chapter 39 verse 3. Psalms 39 verse 3. The Bible says in Psalms 39 verse 3, “My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue.” I want to speak to you today on the subject "Where is your fire?" “Where is your fire?” 

My friends, if you don't have any fire in your life, then you need to get some fire to serve God with your life. Or maybe you have some fire but that fire is going out. The flame is not burning like it used to burn. And I say to you today, “Get fired up! Get fired up! Get fired up to serve Jesus Christ with your life!” Jesus deserves it. Jesus gave His life for us, and we ought to get fired up to serve Him with our lives. We ought to be motivated, stirred, and fired up to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Where is your fire? 

Let’s have a word of prayer. Every head bowed, every eye closed. “Lord, I pray that You would speak to our hearts today and that You would help us to get fired up to take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ all around the world so that men and women and boys and girls can accept Christ as their Saviour. Help us to get fired up. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

My friends, we need to get fired up. How do we get fired up? Well, we get back to prayer. We get back on our knees and we cry out to God. I am reminded of Jacob as he was wrestling with the angel of the Lord, and he said, "Lord, I am not going to let You go until You bless me." That is the way it is. We need to get on our knees and cry out to God and say, "God, I am not going to let You go until You bless my family. I am not going to let You go until You bless my church. I am not going to let You go until You help us to reach this world for Christ. Oh, God, I am not going to let You go. I need the fire of God in my life."

My friends, go with me in your Bibles to I Kings chapter 18. I Kings chapter 18 and verse number 17. I love this story in the Bible. The Bible says in I Kings chapter 18 and verse number 17, “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Balaam. Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.” (I Kings 18:17-19)  

“So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.”  (I Kings 18:20-21) {Now, he had them thinking, man. They said, “Woah! Who is this guy?” because Elijah stood up for God.} 

“Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. {But we are going to settle things today, folks.} Then said Elijah, Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. {Woo, Woo, Woo.} And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.”  (I Kings 18:22-28) {Imagine that scene that day.} 

“And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time.”  (I Kings 18:29-34)

1 Kings 18:35 “And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.”  (I Kings 18:35-40) {Woo, Jesus is Lord. Amen!}

My friends, God answered the prayers of Elijah that day, and fire fell from Heaven and took over. Listen to me. That is what we need today – some people to cry out to God and say, "God, we need Your fire to fall so we can reach this world for Christ."

Oh, I am reminded on the day of Pentecost how they were in one accord. They were seeking God Almighty, and the fire fell and they all spoke with tongues. Man, I would have loved to have been there. I could have spoken Spanish pretty good. Just joking with you. Hey, but you know what?  It ended up that people were hearing them speak in their own language and all the people wondered, ‘What is going on here?’ Then Peter stood up and preached the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and 3,000 souls got saved. Amen. Listen to me. That is what we need – the power of God to fall – so that we can reach multitudes for Christ.

The Bible says, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8) Listen to me. The Bible says, “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” (Matthew 21:22) Oh, listen to me. The Bible says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3) Listen to me. God wants to do great and mighty things. “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) Let's ask God to do a hard thing. Let's ask God to use us to reach this world for Christ. 

A woman came to a missionary in Bangalore asking him to interfere and prevent a certain native Christian from praying for her anymore. When asked how she knew that that Christian was praying for her, she replied, "I used to perform my worship to idols quite comfortably, but for some time past I have not been able to do so. Besides, he told me at one time that he was praying for my family, and now my son and two daughters have become Christians. If he goes on praying, he may make me a Christian, too. He is always bringing things to pass with his prayers. Somebody must make him stop." 

Listen to me. God hears and answers prayer. Prayer can do anything that God can do because God answers prayer. God wants us to call His fire, His power, His Holy Spirit presence among us so that we can reach this world for Christ. 

Hey, how can we get the fire of God in our lives? We get back to the Bible. Jeremiah said, “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.” (Jeremiah 20:9) Jeremiah said, “I got to reading the Word of God, and I got fired up, so I had to go out and tell some folks about the Lord.” Listen to me. We need to get fired up by getting into the Word of God. The Bible says, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  (Hebrews 4:12)

What am I saying? The Word of God is powerful, my friend. The Bible says, “Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29) The Bible is powerful, and God’s Word can do great and mighty things. We need to get back in the Word of God to have the fire of God. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35) Whooo. The Word of God endureth forever. It is all powerful. We need to get back into the Word of God if we want the fire of God to make a difference in this world. 

There is story of a missionary in Korea who had a visit from a native convert who lived an hundred miles away, and who walked four days to reach the missionary station. The pilgrim recited proudly without a single mistake the whole of the Sermon on the Mount. The missionary was delighted. But he felt that he ought to warn the man that memorizing was not enough; that it is necessary to practice the words as well as to memorize them. Hey, we need to be doers of the Word of God. That is good advice.

But listen to this: The Korean’s face lit up with a happy smile. "That is the way I learned it," he said. "I tried to memorize it, but it wouldn't stick. So I hit upon this plan. I would memorize a verse and then find a heathen neighbor of mine and practice it on him. Then I found that it would stick." Listen.  That is what we need to do. We need to read the Word of God and hide it in our hearts, memorize it, and go out there and give it to other people so that they can know Christ as their Saviour, so that we can make a difference in this world. We need to get into the Bible to have the fire of God. 

Away in a little town on the far south of Argentina, one day a soldier, attracted by the sound of singing, entered a little mission hall and heard the gospel preached. He stayed behind and spoke to the missionary who asked him if he was a Christian. "Yes, I am," he replied. 

"Where did you hear the Gospel?"

"From my mother."

"Where does she live?"

"She is a long way off, but will you come and see her? She has never heard a real preacher and she will be glad to see you."

The missionary went and found on a distant farm where no missionary had ever been an old Christian woman. She told him that years before a Bible seller was passing by that way and he left a copy of the Word of God. She had read it, her eyes had been opened, and she had come to know Jesus Christ as her Saviour. She had no teacher but the Spirit of God. That old woman was the mother of 14 children. At the time that the missionary visited her, the youngest was 12 years old, and she had led every one of those children to Christ through the reading of the scriptures left by an unknown Bible seller. 

Listen to me. We never know what God can do with us if we will read the Word of God and use the Word of God to give it to the masses so that we can reach this world for Christ. Hey, the Word of God is powerful to make a difference. How can we get fired up? We get into the Word of God. “While I was musing the fire burned.” (Psalm 39:3b)

Hey, how do we get fired up for God? Well, we get back to soul winning. The Apostle Paul told young Timothy, "Young preacher, stir up the gift of God which is in you." Hey, we need to get stirred up. We need to get fired up. We need to get motivated to do the great and mighty things for Christ. Hey, how can we do it? Well, we can do it through the power of God. The Bible says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) We need the power of God to do make a difference, my friend. We need the power of God to obey our Saviour. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) We need the fire of God to do that, my friend.  Oh, the Bible says in the book of Acts, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) We need to go everywhere, everywhere, everywhere and tell people that Jesus is the Saviour. Oh, my friends, we need the fire of God to do reach others for Christ. 

The passion for souls burned in the breast of Roland Hill. Some people called him a mad man. This was his defense of his intense zeal for soul winning: "While I passed along a road, I saw a gravel pit cave in, and bury three men alive. I hastened to the rescue and shouted for help until they heard me in the town almost a mile away. No one called me a mad man then. But when I see destruction about to fall on sinners and entomb them in the eternal mass of woe in a place called Hell, I cry aloud if perchance that they may behold their danger and escape the fires of Hell. Then they say I am a mad man and I am beside myself because I do such things. Perhaps I am, but, oh, that God's children might be thus fired with the desire to save others." Wooh! We need the fire of God, the power of God, the Spirit of God to reach this world for Christ.

Someone asked Dr. Lyman Beecher in his old age, “What is the greatest of all things?” The sturdy veteran replied, "It is not theology. It is not controversy. It is saving souls." This preacher had been the King of the American pulpit. But as he looked back over his noble career, he felt the greatest good that he had accomplished was in leading guilty and polluted souls to the Saviour.

While David Brainerd, one of the most celebrated of our missionaries, was laboring among the poor, benighted Indians on the banks of the Delaware, he once said, "I care not where I live or what hardships I go through, so that I can but gain souls to Christ. While I am asleep I dream of these things. As soon as I wake the first thing I think of is this great work. All my desire is the conversion of sinners and all my hope is in God. I have got to reach souls."  

Oh, someone said, "Give me souls, lest I die." We have got to get a burden and a heartbeat and a fire to reach this world for Christ. 

Carl Hatch was one of the boldest soul winners. He never met a stranger. My friend, you would never catch him without a gospel tract. Once he was on a group tour of Washington, D.C. The guide pointed to the Washington Monument and made some comments. He then asked if there were any questions. Carl Hatch asked, “Was he saved?” 

The guide said, “What?”

“Was he a born again Christian? Was he going to Heaven?” 

The guide said, "I don't know." 

Hatch said, "I know. Does anyone else want to know?" He shared the gospel with the entire group. Hey, Hatch would drop a tract on the floor of a crowded elevator as the doors closed. He would pick it up and say, "Well, look at this gospel tract. It says, ‘Do you know that you will go to Heaven when you die?’ Do you know that, sir? Do you know that, ma’am? Let's keep reading. There are four things that you should know." He would share the gospel with them. 

Once, on an airplane, Hatch heard two men arguing over what the term ‘born again’ meant. Hatch asked the stewardess if she knew. She replied that she didn't. Hatch asked if she could make an announcement that if anyone knew what born again meant, to please see the men. After the announcement, Hatch said, "I know what it means. Mind if I tell everyone?" He was able to give the gospel over the intercom to the entire plane. Listen to me. He had the power of God on his life. He had the fire of God. And that is what we need if we are going to reach this world for Christ. 

John Wesley used to say that he would set himself on fire and people would come to watch him burn. What was he saying? I am so much getting a hold of God that the power of God is upon me, the Holy Spirit of God is upon me, the fire of God is upon me to reach out to others and people are interested. They want the truth that can set them free. Hey let's get the fire of God on our lives so that we can make a difference in this world. John Wesley was used to reach multitudes for Christ because he had the fire of God, and you and I need the fire of God on our lives. 

Oh, we get fired up about sports, don't we? You get fired up about soccer. Who is going to be the greatest? You get fired up about your video games. Ladies, you get fired up about your telenovelas. Wooh! I am in trouble now. Hey, ladies, you get fired up about going shopping. Why don't we get fired up about Jesus Christ? Why don't we get fired up about praying? Why don't we get fired up about reading the Bible? Why don't we get fired up about soul winning and telling folks about Christ? Why don't we get fired up for Jesus? Jesus deserves it. Oh, you get fired up about all those movie stars or what have you. Let’s get fired up for the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Let's get fired up for Jesus. Get fired up. Get fired up. Get fired up for Jesus. 

Evan Roberts was born in Wales in 1876. From the age of 12 he longed for God to awaken his native land with revival. He longed for the people to love God with all their hearts. He longed for the churches to be full of people praising God. Evan wanted the country of Wales to be on fire for God. He carried his burden for 11 years and would often stay up all night studying, praying, and weeping over his country. His cry was, “Wales must have revival.” Then sudden revival fires were sent from Heaven. It was as if the people had been set afire. They were so in love with God and His Word. Oh, God sent the fire of revival and thousands were saved. 

Hey, that is what you and I need. We need the fire of God to fall upon us. We need the power of God. We need the blessed Spirit of God to help us to reach this world for Christ. Oh, we need the fire of God. Let’s get fired up. Let’s cry out to God, "God, give me Your fire. Give me Your power. Give me Your presence to reach this world for Christ."

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

