(Visual - giving twenty pesos, like receiving grace)
"God's Amazing Grace" 
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to II Timothy chapter 2, verse number 1. II Timothy chapter 2, verse number 1. The Bible says, referring to the great apostle Paul giving advice to a young preacher boy, "Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."

My friends, that is good advice for each and every one of us - to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. We all need God's grace in our lives. In other words, we all need God's favor upon our lives. I want to speak to you on the subject "God's Amazing Grace." Oh, God's amazing grace. 

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that you would help Your grace to be manifested through us that we could reach this world for Christ. In Jesus' name, Amen."

My friends, think about it. Longfellow could take a worthless sheet of paper, write a poem on it, and make it worth $6000. That is genius. Rockefeller could sign his name to a piece of paper and make it worth a million dollars. That's capital. Uncle Sam could take a gold piece, stamp an eagle on it, and make it worth twenty dollars. That's money. A mechanic can take material that is worth only five dollars and make it worth fifty dollars. That's skill. An artist can take a fifty-cent piece on a canvas, paint a picture on it, and make it worth a thousand dollars. That's art. But God can take a worthless sinful life, wash it by the blood of Christ, put His spirit in it, and make it a blessing to others. My friends, that's grace. 

Oh, I think of that evil and wicked slave trader named John Newton and how he experienced the grace of God by receiving Christ as his Saviour, and it completely transformed his life. He later wrote that great Christian song that is known throughout the Christian world. It goes like this:

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fear relieved.

How precious did the grace appear, 

The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come.

'Tis grace that hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun.

We've no less days to sing God's praise, 

Than when we first begun.

Oh, my friends, think about it. "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see." Oh, there is nothing better than experiencing the grace of God by knowing the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and we need His grace to do everything in life. We need God's grace or His favor to be manifested in our lives so we can make a difference, so our lives can have true purpose. Oh, if we could get a hold of the grace of God, it would take care of a lot of problems and it will help us to have the victory in life and through life. 

One of the greatest Christians and one of the greatest missionaries of all time was the great apostle Paul, and he ended all of the books he wrote by saying something like this, "Grace be unto you." My friends, we need God's grace in our lives. Oh, we need to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

We need to realize that we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. Oh, my friends, we need God's favor on our lives. We need God's blessings. We've have got to be strong in the grace of the Lord. 

Let me illustrate to you what I am talking about. Could you help me, please? 

My friends, some people have explained grace as getting something that you do not deserve in life. Oh, it is getting something that we don't deserve. It is God's favor upon our lives. It is the blessings of the Lord for us.

Let me illustrate. I would like to give to you this twenty pesos. Now, he cannot work for it or earn it. He just receives it. So that is the way that it is with God's grace. We can't earn it or work for it, we just need to receive His grace. Oh, we just need to cry out, "God, let Your favor fall upon me. Let me be strong in Your grace so I can reach other people." See, you can't earn it. You just receive it from the Lord. Let's be strong in the grace of the Lord and help someone else know Jesus. Thank you very much. 

Oh, grace is getting something that we don't deserve. A lot of times the great apostle Paul would even write at the very beginning of his books, "Grace be unto you." Oh, my friends, we have got to have God's grace manifested in our lives. We need God's amazing grace. The very last verse in God's Holy Word, the Bible, is, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." (Revelation 22:21) My friends, that is what we need - the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ to be with us to make a difference. 

Oh, we have got to find grace in the eyes of the Lord. The Bible says, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD." (Genesis 6:8) Oh, we should want God's grace to be poured upon our lives, so let's live to please the Lord Jesus. 

The Bible says, "And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all." (Acts 4:33) Did you hear that? "And great grace was upon them." We need God's grace to make a difference. 

Oh, we need to be full of grace. We need to be committed to grace. Oh, people need to see grace in us. Let's continue in the grace of God and in His favor. Oh, let's testify about the grace of God. The great apostle Paul said, "But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." (Acts 20:24) The Bible says, "But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they." (Acts 15:11) The Bible says, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

Hey, a little while earlier I brought that person up and I gave him that gift of grace. That is the thing we can't earn or work for it. We receive God's grace. We receive His love. We receive His mercy. Oh, God wants to pour his grace upon our lives. 

The Bible says, "Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." (Romans 3:24) Oh, by grace are we saved. The Bible says, "But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many." (Romans 5:15) I love this. The Bible says, "But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 5:20-21) "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." (Ephesians 2:8)Wow! Praise God for His grace. 

Oh, my friends, when we accept Christ we are under the grace of God. God's favor has been poured upon us and one day we are going to heaven, but while we live, we want God's grace to be manifested through our lives so that others may know Christ as their Saviour. We need to desire that others would have grace in their lives as well. Grace has been given to us, but are we going out to share this grace with other people? We have grace to serve the Lord, but are we encouraging others to live by God's favor, by God's grace so His power, love, and wisdom can be manifested through their lives? Oh, we all need the grace of God. The Bible says, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." (Romans 22:21) We all need the grace of God in our lives to make a difference. 

Oh, it is the Lord Jesus Christ that gives us the grace. The Bible says, "I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ." (I Corinthians 1:4) Oh, we need the Lord Jesus Christ to pour His grace upon our lives so that others may know him as their Saviour. Oh, we need the favor of God in our lives.

I think the great apostle Paul's statement should apply to us all. The apostle said, "But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." (I Corinthians 15:10) Oh, we need God's grace to be manifested in our lives. In life when we are down and we feel weak and everything is against us, we need to remember that the Bible says, "And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong." (II Corinthians 12:9-10) Oh, God's grace is sufficient to help us even in the tough times. And if we keep our focus on Jesus we can reach this world for Christ. Oh, God's grace is sufficient. 

I love what the Bible says, "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work." (II Corinthians 9:8) God will take care of us and He will help us to do everything for His glory and His honor. God will give us the grace. You can't do it yourself. You need the grace of God to work it through you. Oh, cry out to God. "God, I need Your grace on my life. I can't earn it or deserve it, but God I need You to be manifested through my life. Oh, I want Jesus to increase and me to decrease." Jesus said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) Oh, let's glorify Jesus and the favor of God will be upon our lives.

The Bible says, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." (Galatians 2:20-21) See, it is only by grace that we can make a difference. We can't do it ourselves. We need God's favor upon our life. We need God's amazing grace to be manifested in our lives. 

Let's never get over the fact that Jesus saved us by His grace. The Bible says, "To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence." (Ephesians 1:6-8) God's goodness comes to us because of His grace. The Bible says, "Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace." (II Thessalonians 2:16) Through grace. Through grace. Oh, we need God's grace. 

We have got to speak grace into other people's lives. The Bible says, "Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers." (Ephesians 4:29) The Bible also says, "Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man." (Colossians 4:6) Oh, we need the grace of God in everything we do. Let's be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

We should be glad that grace brings us to salvation. The Bible says, "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men." (Titus 2:11) Oh, God's grace is available for everybody. 

Grace affects our future so much. The Bible says, "That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." (Titus 3:7) Wow. I'm so thankful that grace allows us to get into the presence of God. The Bible says, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." (Hebrews 4:16) We need God's grace in everything and we can come to the throne of grace because of what Jesus did for us. 

Oh, my friends, let's not fail our Lord. The Bible says, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled." (Hebrews 12:15) Oh, let's keep our focus. "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." (Hebrews 12:2, first part) Let's keep our eyes on Jesus Christ. 

Oh, in everything we need grace. The Bible says, "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear; For our God is a consuming fire." (Hebrew 12:28-29) We can only please the Lord through grace, His favor working in our lives. 

Jesus said, "For without me ye can do nothing." (Hebrews 15:5, last part) But we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. (Philippians 4:13, paraphrased) Oh, let's be strong in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Oh, my friends, each and every one of us should have a desire to have more of the grace of God poured upon our lives to make a difference. The Bible says, "But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." (James 4:6) If you want the grace of God, then you get humble and realize that it is all about lifting up Jesus Christ. The Bible says, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up." (James 4:7-10) If we will humble ourselves before God, then we will have more of His grace manifested and poured on our lives. Because God giveth grace unto the humble. Oh, God, give us more of Your grace to make a difference and reach this world for Christ. 

My friends, we have been given grace but we need to be good stewards and give it to others. The Bible says, "As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." (I Peter 4:10) Let's give God's grace to others. The Bible commands us, "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen." (II Peter 3:18) Let's grow in the grace of Christ. 

So how do we do it? The Bible says, "Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble." (I Peter 5:5b) We can grow in grace if we are humble and say, "It is all about uplifting Jesus." Oh, we need the grace of God on our lives.

Where do we get more grace? I'll tell you where. The Bible says, "But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." (I Peter 5:10-11) Oh, did you hear that? "The God of all grace." We get grace from God almighty. We have got to have God's amazing grace. 

See, God wants to give us His grace and His favor to make a difference. That is why the last verse in all the Bible says, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." (Revelation 22:21) Oh, we need to be strong in the grace of God. We need to grow in the grace of God. We need to dwell in the grace of God. 

Let's remember the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible says, "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man." (Hebrews 2:9) Oh, God was pouring His grace on us when He sent His son so that we may have eternal life. Think about Jesus suffering, bleeding, and dying to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, and take us to heaven. Oh, what wonderful grace. Oh, what saving grace. Oh, what amazing grace. 

Oh, marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt. 

Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 

Grace, grace, God's grace. 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within. 

Grace, grace, God's grace. 

Grace that is greater than all our sin. 

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold

Threaten the soul with infinite loss.

Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,

Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace.

Freely bestowed on all who believe.

You, who are longing to see His face,

Will in this moment his grace receive. 

Grace, grace, God's grace. 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within.

Grace, grace, God's grace.

Grace that is greater than all our sin.

A preacher was one day walking through the streets of a city when he met one of its prominent physicians who offered him a seat in his car. The physician was an infidel. After awhile, the conversation turned upon religion. "I'm surprised," said the infidel doctor, "that such an intelligent man as you should believe such an old fable as that."

The preacher made no immediate reply but sometime afterward said, "Doctor, suppose that years ago someone had recommended to you a prescription for a deadly disease and giving you directions concerning it, and you got the medicine and had taken it as directed and had been cured of that terrible disease. Suppose you have used that prescription in your practice ever since and never known it to fail when taken according to the directions. What would you say to the man who could not believe in and would not try your prescription?"

The physician responded, "I should say he was a fool."

Then the preacher said, "Twenty-five years ago, I tried the power of God's grace. It made a different man of me. All of these years I have preached salvation to others, and whenever it has been accepted, I have never known it to fail. I have seen it make the proud man humble, the drunken man tempered, the profane man pure of speech, and the dishonest man true. The rich and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, the old and the young have alike been healed of their disease."

Then the physician said, "You caught me, preacher. I've been a fool." And that was not the end of it. This infidel doctor became a great follower of Christ, and God used him. 

Oh, listen to me. The grace of God changes our lives, and we all need the grace of God to be manifested through our lives. 

A young boy grew up in a home where there was a lot of fussing and fighting. When he was fifteen years of age, a tragic event happened in his life. His parents got divorced. This young person felt like nobody loved him, and nobody cared about him. He didn't even want to live. But the grace of God changed his life. Later, he surrendered his life to be a preacher. He went to Bible college and graduated and got married and surrendered his life to be a missionary. He went to learn another language, and God is using him to reach precious souls for Christ because of the grace of God.

Oh, my friends, I was that young person. I felt like nobody loved me, nobody cared for me. But the grace of God changed my life. The reason I am preaching and reaching others for Christ is because of the grace of God. Oh, the grace of Christ has changed my life, and it is the grace of Christ that helps me to reach others for Him. 

Oh, my friends, each and every one of us needs the grace of God on our lives. The Bible says, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." (Revelation 22:21)

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
