(Visual - real Jesus banner and whip)
"Make Much of Jesus"
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Philippians chapter  1, verse number 21. Philippians chapter 1, verse number 21. The Bible says in Philippians chapter 1, and verse number 21, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

This verse was written by the great apostle Paul, one of the greatest missionaries of all time. God used him in a great and mighty way to impact this world for the cause of Christ. And the great apostle Paul said, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." In other words, he said, "While I live, I want to live for the King of kings and the Lord of lords. I want to live for the Lord Jesus Christ. And when I die, I am going to go live with Jesus."

Listen to me. That ought to be the desire of each and every one of our hearts, to live for Jesus Christ. Oh, let's make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. That is why I want to speak to you on the subject "Make Much of Jesus." Oh, make much of Jesus. 

Let's pray. Every head bowed, every eye closed. "Lord, help us to make much of Jesus so that we can reach this world for Jesus Christ. In Jesus' name, Amen."

I remember while I was traveling all over the United States raising money to come to Mexico, that I would always try to ask pastors to give me some wisdom and some great truth that could help me to reach others for Christ. I will never forget one pastor in Radford, Virginia, who made a statement to me that has impacted my life and has made a difference in my life. He said this, and I believe that this will help each and every one of us: "Make much of Jesus, and He will make much of you."

Oh, my friends, that is what life is all about. In life no matter what we do or whatever God has called us to do, if we'll make much of Jesus, He will make much of us. Oh, let's live for the Lord Jesus Christ. Let's glorify Jesus in all that we say and do. Oh, my friends, our life should be all about Jesus. Let's live for Jesus. 

I heard about a man who was a drunken slave trader whose words of profanity shocked even the evil people around him. A man who had nothing on his mind but being a womanizer, drinking liquor, stealing slaves, and selling them for large profits. Later, that man received Jesus Christ as his Saviour. His name was John Newton. He would later write 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

Oh, if God can use a drunken slave trader and make him a writer of such a song, I have an idea that if you will commit your life to God, that He can do something with you. Oh, God wants to use you in a great and mighty way. Oh, make much of Jesus, and He will make much of you. 

A girl was at a famous place. As she was sitting in a chair, a man noticed that she was fanning herself with a silk fan. The man asked, "Little girl, may I borrow that fan overnight?"

"No, sir!" she cried out, and then ran off.

The parents learned that the man who wanted to borrow the fan was a famous artist. What he wanted to do was to take that silk fan and paint a beautiful picture on it. Then the fan would have been worth $2,500 or up to as much as $10,000. But the girl said, "No. No. No."

Oh, God wants to use our lives if we will let Him. Let's not say no. Let's let God use us and He can use us to make a difference in this world. Oh, make much of Jesus, and He will make much of you. 

I'm reminded of John the Baptist and how Jesus said that there was none born of women greater than John the Baptist. Oh, how God used him to prepare the way for the Lord Jesus Christ! Oh, God used him in a mighty way. One day some of the disciples of Jesus were baptizing people and some of the disciples of John the Baptist said, "Hey, the people are leaving where you are at and going to where Jesus is." 

You know what, John didn't get offended. He said, "He, Jesus, must increase, but I must decrease." Oh, that ought to be the desire of our life. Jesus must increase but we must decrease. Let's lift up Jesus in all that we say and do.

One of the greatest Christians, the great apostle Paul, said "For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." (I Corinthians 2:2) Oh, my friends, there is nothing better than knowing Jesus and living a life in His favor. Jesus gave His life for us so let's give our lives and reach others for Christ. 

The Bible says, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me." (Galatians 2:20) Listen to me. We need to live for Christ. We need to crucify our own desires, our own dreams, our own plans and say, "I want to live for Jesus, no matter what. Hey, Jesus gave His life for me, and I want to live for Him."

Oh, my friends, in your life and mine, Christ must have the preeminence. When we put Jesus in the right place, then there is purpose for living. 

R.G. LeTourneau was known as the earth-moving man with all of his heavy equipment. It was a Wednesday, and Mr. LeTourneau wanted to go to the prayer meeting, yet he had promised some men to have a certain device ready for them on the next day. It would take many hours to develop the mechanism. After pondering it for awhile, he came to a decision to let Christ have first place. So he went to the prayer meeting and received a blessing, and when the service was over, he returned to his workshop. 

As he sat down, the full solution to his problem was given to him, and in less than ten minutes he had finished the design for a piece of machinery which had puzzled his men for many years. Oh, put Christ first and see Him work out your problems. Oh, make Jesus the center of your life, and the circumference will take care of itself. In other words, if we will make Jesus first in our lives, then Jesus will take care of everything else. 

Oh, make much of Jesus, and He will make much of you. Jesus said, "He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." (Matthew 10:39) There is nothing better than living for the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the greatest life to be lived. Let's live for Jesus. 

Jesus said, "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36) Oh, my friends, no matter what our plans or desires or dreams are, they are nothing compared to what God has in store for us if we will just live for Jesus. Why don't you let Jesus be in control of your life? Who knows best for our lives, us or Jesus? Jesus does. So let's let Him have His will and His way in our lives. Let's live for Jesus. Oh, let's make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. 

I heard of little girl who used to annoy guests at a hotel by her piano practice every afternoon. It was monotonous for the little girl but maddening for the guests, since she had to practice on a public piano. One day, when a distinguished guest heard the others complaining of her annoyance, he walked over and sat down beside her. As she practiced her simple exercise, he, a great musician himself, took those exercises and began to weave around and through them great and sublime harmonies. As he and the little girl played, the guests began drifting into the room, entranced by the beautiful music. 

Oh, so it is that the Master of men, the Lord Jesus Christ, can come into our lives and take our efforts and weave in and through them His high and holy purposes, and the world will hear the great message of divine love through our humble efforts. Oh, God can use you and me if we will just decide to make much of Jesus, and then He will make much of us. 

I am reminded how Jesus said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) If we want to make a difference, then all we need to do is lift up Jesus Christ and He will draw the people. Jesus will help us to reach this world for His sake. Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15) Oh, my friends, we need to go everywhere telling folks that Jesus loves them and that Jesus died for them. Oh, Jesus can change their life. Let's reach this world for Christ. Let's realize that we are not alone. Jesus said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." (Matthew 28:20b) When we go and lift up Jesus, Jesus is right there with us. And my friends, we are promised in the Bible that we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. Oh, let's lift up Jesus. Let’s make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. Jesus will use us to do great and mighty things.

Many years ago a famous violinist gave a concert in a western town. When it was over, a gray-haired pastor was seen talking to the violinist. The next day the town was flooded with handbills saying, "Come to the First Baptist Church tonight and hear the famous violinist play on his $5000 violin. No admission charged." 

That night the church was crowded. The violinist came out and played the first number. The people had never heard such beautiful music. They laughed and they cried. They applauded at the end of the number. The violinist smiled and began to tighten the violin strings. Suddenly one of them snapped. In a fit of anger, the man lifted the violin above his head and brought it down on the pulpit, shattering it to pieces. Then he sat down. 

The crowd was astonished that this man would destroy a $5000 violin. But the pastor came to the pulpit and said, "The violin which the artist used to stir your souls was worth sixty-four cents. The $5000 one is behind the curtain, and he will play it for you in a moment." 

Oh, my friends, let's learn the lesson of a sixty-four cent violin in the master's hand that can make music fit for God's symphony orchestra. A little life in the hands of Jesus, the Master, can make all the difference in the world. Oh, limited vessels we are, yes, we are. But as we give ourselves to the Lord, He will make us vessels meet for the Master's use. Let's give our lives to Jesus. Let's make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. 

I'm reminded of that little lad in the Bible, we don't even know his name. But he gave to Jesus that day when the great crowd was gathered. The Bible says at least 5000 men were gathered, which means there could have been 5000 women there and also 5000 children. A great crowd of maybe 15,000 people, and they were hungry and they needed to be fed. Jesus saw their need and He said, "We have got to feed these folks." Someone brought the little lad there, and he had five barley loaves and two small fish. Not much to feed such a multitude, but Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." And Jesus blessed it and they spread it out and fed a multitude of persons with that five barley loaves and two small fishes which that little lad gave.

That little lad gave all that he had to Jesus. If we will give what we have to Jesus, then He can use it to reach the multitudes. Jesus can use it to make a difference. Oh, the Lord can help us to reach this world for Christ. Let's make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. Jesus will help us to make a difference. 

The Bible says, "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ." (Acts 5:42) Oh, my friends, every day we need to tell people about Jesus. We need to live for Jesus every day. Let's glorify Jesus every day of our lives. "For to me to live is Christ." Let's live for Jesus. Oh, my friends, there is nothing like living for Jesus because there is nobody greater than Jesus Christ. Let's live for Jesus. 

In infancy, Jesus startled a king. In boyhood, He puzzled the doctors. In manhood, Jesus walked upon the waters and hushed the sea to sleep. Jesus healed the multitudes without medicine and made no charge for his services. Jesus never wrote a book, yet not all the libraries of the world could hold the books that could be written about him. Jesus never wrote a song, yet He has furnished the theme of many songs. Jesus never founded a college, yet all schools together cannot boast of such great teaching. Great men have come and gone, yet Jesus lives on. Death could not destroy Him. The grave could not hold Him. Oh, Jesus rose from the dead. Let's live for Jesus. Let's make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. Let's live for the King of kings and the Lord of Lords. 

Could you please help me? (Visual - show real Jesus banner.) My friends, Jesus loves us so much that He gave His life for us. Think about it. They spit in Jesus' face. They plucked out His beard. They put a blindfold over His eyes. They were hitting Jesus in the face. They took a crown of thorns and they put it on His head, and blood came down Jesus' face. These big Roman soldiers took a whip and they ripped Jesus' back open. (whip) They beat Jesus. They beat Jesus. They beat Him. Why was Jesus suffering and bleeding and dying? Let me tell you why. Jesus was giving His life for us so that we could go to heaven. Jesus was giving His life for us to forgive us of our sins and to save us from hell. Oh, Jesus loves us so much that He gave His life for us. Shouldn't we live for Jesus?

They took Jesus to a place where they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. They picked up that old rugged cross and they dropped it into the ground. Jesus was suffering and bleeding and dying to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, and take us to heaven some day. Oh, my friends, Jesus gave His life for us, so let's give our lives to serve Jesus. Let's live for Jesus. Oh, make much of Jesus, and He will make much of you. There is nothing better than living for Jesus Christ. 

My friends, listen to me very carefully. There was a man who brought over a group of slaves from the jungles of Africa to be sold! There was a young wealthy man there at that auction that day observing. Then a young strong African man stood up on the block and he was being bidden on. He was a strong man, and he had hatred in his eyes because they were bidding for him and treating him like some piece of property. He was mad about it and he should have been. He is not a piece of property, he is precious to God. They shouldn't treat people like that. Hey, God loves all people. Black, red, white, and yellow, they are all precious in His sight.

But he stood there on that bidding block. They kept bidding for this man. Then, all of a sudden, the rich man that was viewing from a distance doubled the highest bid. The auctioneer yelled out, "Sold." The rich man walked over to get the papers for this man, his new property. However, the African man had such hatred in his eyes. Tears were coming out of his eyes because he was so angry. As the white rich man walked over to him, that young African man said, "You may kill me, but I will never serve you. Oh, you may kill me, but I will never serve you!" 

All of a sudden, that young man picked up those papers and he tore them up right in front of the African slave. He said, "Sir, I didn't buy you to make a slave out of you. I bought you to set you free." Wow! He bought him to set him free. The rich man started to walk away, and then all of a sudden he felt the young African man's hands around his ankles. He turned around and he looked at the man and the man looked up at him and said, "No one ever loved me enough to pay the price to set me free. I will serve you the rest of my life."

Listen to me today. Jesus Christ loved us enough to pay the price to set us free. Oh, I can't get over the fact that Jesus loved me so much that He suffered, bled, and died to pay the price to set me free. Oh, I want to serve Jesus the rest of my life. Oh, I want to live for Jesus Christ. 

Why don't you say today, "Jesus gave His life for me. He paid the price to set me free, and I will serve Jesus the rest of my life." Oh, let's make much of Jesus, and He will make much of us. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 

Who would say today, "Jesus gave His life for me, and I want to live for Him. I want to make much of Jesus Christ."? Lift up your hand. Who would say today, "I want to surrender my life to Jesus. Jesus gave His life for me and I want to serve Him the rest of my life."? Lift up your hand. 

Who would say, "I want to be a soul winner. I want to tell others that Jesus loved me and died for me and gave His life for me. I want to live for Jesus. I want to make much of Jesus."? Lift up your hand. God bless you.

Who would say today, "I believe that Jesus died on the cross to forgive me of my sins and save me from hell. I want to ask Jesus to come into my heart and be my Saviour today."? Lift up your hand very high. God bless you. 
