THE HEART OF A SOUL WINNER
Open your Bibles with me to Psalm 126, verses 5 and 6.  I’m going to ask that you give me your full attention today.  I believe what I’m going to share with you is something that could change your life and really help you.  So please listen up.  Psalm 126, verses 5 and 6.  Now, what I am going to speak about today is “The Heart of a Soul Winner” – how we need to have a burden for souls.  We need to go forth and reach people with the Gospel of Christ.  Let’s read the text:  “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”  
Let’s pray.  “Heavenly Father, I thank You for this opportunity to preach Your Word.  I pray that You would take this message and burn it in our hearts, so that we will go forth from this place, telling people about Jesus, and we will fall more in love with You, Jesus.  May souls be saved and lives changed because of the preaching of Your Word.  And I thank You for what You’re going to do tonight.  In Christ’s name I pray, Amen.”
Many years ago, the janitor of a church in Chicago came into the church study to find out why the preacher, Dr. Frank Gonzales, was not in his pulpit.  It was already five minutes past the time for the service to begin. 

He found the great pastor at his desk, looking out over the rooftops of the slum area of the city with tears in his eyes.

“Pastor, it’s time for you to preach,” the janitor told him.

“Thank you for reminding me.  I had forgotten the time.”

“But why the tears?” the janitor asked.

“I have been sitting here looking at those houses in the slums.  Aren’t they terrible?  Life must be horrible for those desperate people.”  

“Yes, I know,” said the janitor.  “It is hard, but don’t worry about it, Sir.  You’ll get used to it.”

“I know,” replied the pastor.  “That’s why the tears.”

Oh, the tragic truth of such an illustration!  We get used to the fact that people are lost and dying and going to Hell.  We are untouched by the tragedy of the lostness of men.

We need to get a broken heart for people who are dying and going to Hell.  We need to reach them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As Christians, we have no excuses for not telling others about Christ.  We need to fill our pockets full of tracts, to get involved with soul winning, to witness everywhere and to every creature, to simply tell people about Jesus.  So we should not have any excuses.  Over and over again, the Bible commands us to tell people about Jesus.  You know, the Bible says, “To whom much is given, much is required.”  We’re going to have to give an account to the Lord Jesus Christ one day for what we have heard from the Bible and for what we have done with it.  The Bible says, “Not the hearers of the word are justified in God’s sight, but the doers of the word.”  The doers of the word.  Let’s be doers of the word.  Let’s be busy doing what God has told us to do – to go out and to share the Gospel with every creature.  Let’s do it.  You know, the majority of Christians never lead someone else to Christ.  That’s a shame.  We really have no excuse.  We know we are supposed to tell people about Jesus.  We have no excuse whatsoever.  God has told us, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  My friends, we have no excuse.  There are people out there that are dying and they will go to Hell and burn for all eternity because we don’t take care to go out there and tell them about Jesus.  We need to do it, and let’s start doing it.  Let’s stop talking about it, and let’s do it.  There are people out there, and they’re not going to hear about Jesus from anybody else.  We need to do it!  God has told us to do it.  Let’s do it!
The Bible says, “He that winneth souls is wise.”  Let’s be smart Christians.  Let’s be wise Christians.  Let’s be about winning people to Christ.  As I read earlier, Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  Did you hear that first part?  It says, “Go!”  It doesn’t say sit around praying all the time and praying that the Lord will send out laborers, although God’s Word tells us to do that.  But what I want to speak to you today about is the going part.  He says, “Go!  Go!  Go!  Go!  And preach (to proclaim, to declare) the gospel (the death, the burial, and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ) to every creature.  I ask you, who is left out there?  It says “every creature,” doesn’t it?  Does that mean your enemies?  It means your enemies.  Does that mean the poorest man in the world?  Yeah, it means him, too, doesn’t it.  Does that mean the richest man in the world?  Yeah, it means him, too.  It means every creature.  We are to preach the Gospel to every creature.  Let’s do it.  Let’s do it.  We know we need to do it.  Let’s do it.

Let me ask you this:  Are your hands guilty of the blood of people?  You say, what are you talking about, preacher?  I want to read you this Scripture very carefully:  (Ezekiel 3:17-19) “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.”  Is your soul delivered?  Are your hands innocent of people’s blood?  The Apostle Paul said his hands were innocent.  He went, and he proclaimed the Gospel.  Are our hands guilty?  I’d have to say that mine are, to a degree.  And I think the majority of us would have to admit that our hands are guilty.  What are we going to do about it, though?  I’ll tell you what we should do about it.  God’s Word says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”  Let’s confess it to the Lord as sin.  He has told us to do it!  It’s a command.  It’s not just a good idea or a great suggestion.  It’s a command.  Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments.”  I ask you this question:  Do you love Jesus?  Do you really love Him?  Then do what He said to do.  Jesus said, “Go and preach the gospel to every creature.”  
One day we are all going to appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  We who are Christians are going to stand before Jesus and give an account of what we’ve done.  In I Corinthians 3, the Bible talks about the judgment of works in the future – that some will have gold, silver, and precious stones, and others will have wood, hay, and stubble.  What are your works?  Are they gold?  Are they going to stand the test of fire or judgment?  The Bible says that every work will be tested by fire.  It says that some will be there and their works will be burned up.  They will still be saved, but as yet by fire.  One day we’re going to stand before Jesus and give an account of what we have done.  And, as I said earlier, “To whom much is given, much is required.”  You’ve heard that you need to be busy telling other people about Jesus.  Oh, you make your excuses.  “I’m too busy.  I have a family.  Too old.  Too young.”  Listen to me.  We have no excuses.  God has told us to do it.  Do it!  Do it!  Do it!  Do it!  Do it!
Think about this:  When we are at the Judgment Seat of Christ, we are going to look Jesus Christ in the eyes.  The One Who came 2,000 years ago – he came to this old earth.  The Bible says He was in the Garden of Gethsemane, and He was praying, and He was in such agony that He sweat as great drops of blood.  What was He thinking about?  He was thinking about your sins and mine.  But He said, “Not My will, but the Father’s be done.”  He was willing to go.  The Bible says that they put him on trial.  He was standing before Pilate and the people, and Pilate said to the people, “Should I deliver this man unto you, Jesus, or Barabbas?”  The people cried out, “Deliver Barabbas to us.  Away with this Jesus.  Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  Jesus went through it, though.  He didn’t have to.  He went through it because He loved us.  
The Bible says that they scourged Jesus.  They took a whip made of pieces of bone and metal and they whipped his back.  You can imagine these big, old Roman soldiers taking that whip and ripping Jesus’ back open.  He went through that for me, and for you.  He did that for us!  That’s how much He loved us.  Then it says that they put a purple robe on Him and they put Him in front of the people and they pressed a crown of thorns on His head.  You can imagine, the blood just dropping down His head.  They beat Him with their fists.  They spat in His face.  You know, Jesus could have taken His finger and wiped them all out.  He could have called down legions of angels from Heaven and just destroyed them all.  But He didn’t.  You want to know why?  You, and me.  That’s why.  He went through it for us.  Stop and think about that the next time you give your excuses.  Stop and think about what Jesus went through for you.  That’s how much He loves you, that He went through that.  And you’re going to look Him in the eye.  

And then the Bible says that they ripped that purple garment off Him.  You can imagine the wounds on His back and how that bound to it.  And when they ripped it, it just reopened those wounds.  They put that cross on His back and He carried it.  Then He got to Golgotha, Calvary.  The Bible says that they drove spikes into His hands and into His feet.  And they picked up that old cross and they dropped it.  You can imagine his skin, the pressure that was on His arms and His feet when they dropped that cross, and He had you in mind.  He had you in mind.  As He was on that cross, the people were casting lots for His clothes.  They were making fun of Him.  “You saved others!  Why don’t You save Yourself?  Come down from the cross and we’ll believe You.”  You know, the nails didn’t hold Jesus to that cross.  His love for you and me held Him to that cross.  That’s what held Him on that cross – His love for us.  That’s how much Jesus loved us.  Jesus loved us so much that He went to the cross and He died on the cross for my sins and for your sins so we could go to Heaven.  Think about that.  Think about that.  He did that for us.  That’s how much He loved us.  
Then it says that while He was on the cross, He cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  See, each and every one of us, because of our sin, deserve to be eternally separated from God in a place called Hell.  But Jesus Christ suffered our Hell on that cross.  He suffered all the torment that could ever be felt in Hell when He was on the cross.  He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  He felt your hell, my friend.  He felt your hell.  That’s how much He loved us, that He died for us.  But yet, we give our excuses for why we don’t go soul winning.  “I’m too busy.  I’m too old.  I’m too young.  I have my family.  I don’t have time.”  You don’t have time?  One day, you are going to stand before Jesus.  I’m telling you this today, not to put you down, but so you will make the decision that you are going to serve the Lord, that your hands are going to be innocent of the blood of people in this area.  That you are going to be able to look at Jesus, and He will say to you, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”  That’s what I want you to be able to hear when you look at Jesus in the eyes.  And that’s what I want to share with you from that text tonight – that we need to have a burden for souls because of what Jesus has done for us.  We need to have the heart of a soul winner.
Our text says, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”  I want to share with you three things from this text tonight.  
The first thing is that the heart of a soul winner is a weeping heart – one that is crying out to the Lord over the souls of men.  Secondly, it is a sowing heart – one that is sharing the Word of God with others, telling others about Jesus.  Thirdly, it is a reaping and rejoicing heart.  When you do the first two, you are going to see people saved.  And we need to rejoice about that fact.  The Bible says that there is more rejoicing in Heaven over one person that repents than over 99 people who don’t.  When one person repents, there is a party going on in Heaven over that.  And we just sit down like it’s no big deal.  We need to praise the Lord!  Somebody has passed from death unto life!  He is no longer going to go to Hell and suffer for all eternity!  He is going to go to Heaven – a place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow!  A life that is beyond our wildest dreams!  He is going there!  We need to praise the Lord for that!  

I think of the Apostle Paul and what a burden he had for souls.  Do you know that he said that he was willing to be accursed from Christ for his brethren, the Israelites?  In other words, He was willing to die and go to Hell and burn for all eternity, for ever and ever, for his fellow brethren, the Israelites.  That’s the burden he had.  And we won’t even go out soul winning.  We won’t get involved.  We don’t tell people about Jesus like we should.  Think about the burden that the Apostle Paul had.  He not only had it for the Israelites; but he also had it for all men.  I want to read you something the Apostle Paul said one time:  “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.  And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;  To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.  To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.”  That is the burden that the Apostle Paul had.  To the Jew he became a Jew.  To those that were without the law, without the law.  That’s not to say that he partook of their sinful ways.  But it is saying that he was willing to go to where they were and tell them about the Lord.  Maybe he was willing to take them out to lunch and talk about the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was willing to go to them.  That’s the burden of the Apostle Paul.  Listen to that, “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.”  He had a servant’s heart.  
The Bible says, “And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:”  If you want to be great for God, you want to do great things for Him, learn to have the heart of a servant.  Learn to help other people be all that they can be in Jesus Christ.  Learn by showing them that Jesus is the only Way.  That they can have life and have it more abundantly through Christ.  Learn to be a soul winner.  If we don’t know how, we need to learn how.  It’s not that hard.  You just have to make the effort.  I used to be so bashful and afraid that I used to just go out and hand out tracts on the street and say, “I’m just handing out some free literature today.”  That’s is all I would say.  Then sometimes I would go to apartments in town.  I would just leave a tract, because I was too bashful to speak to anybody.  But if you will make an effort to go forth and do it, God will give you the strength.  He will help you to do it.  

I remember when I first started soul winning.  I went for three or four weeks and just watched.  I didn’t do anything else.  I just watched.  Hey, that is a great way to get started – just go, watch, and pray.  I remember, I was with Andrew, and he said, “Go ahead.  Knock on a door.”  I said, “Well, O.K.”  So I knocked on the door and a real friendly girl opened the door, and all I did was invite her to church.  That was all I could really do at that time.  But, you know, three weeks later, I led my first soul to Christ.  You can do it!  If God can use me, He can use you.  We just need to make ourselves available to Him, to do what He says for us to do. 
Paul says, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  Think of what a burden Jesus had for souls.  The Bible says that Jesus would pray way up into the night, and that He would rise up early in the morning to pray.  You want to know what He was praying for?  Well, I can tell you one thing.  He was praying for the souls of men.  You say, “How do you know that?”  The Bible says, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  That’s why Jesus came – to save the lost.  And He spent time praying about it.  That is the burden He had.  The Bible says that Jesus looked out over the multitudes and He saw them as sheep wandering to and fro, and that they were going to destroy their lives and go to Hell.  But He said, “I am the Great Shepherd.  Follow me, and I will lead you into everlasting life.”  He had compassion.  He gave people direction.  Let’s point people to Jesus.  Let’s do it.  Let’s do it.  Jesus said one time, “I wanted to gather you as a hen would gather her chicks.”  Jesus was broken-hearted.  That’s why He came to this world – to save sinners.  Think about that.  I want you to really think about what Jesus has done for you – what He did for you on the cross.  Let’s go forth and tell people about Jesus.  Let’s do it.  Let’s do it.

That’s the other thing that we need to be doing – sowing – sharing the Word of God.  The Bible says, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, …”   I want you to notice there, it says, “He that goeth forth...”   That’s an action, isn’t it?  Go!  Jesus said, “Go ye therefore into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”  Acts 1:8 says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  The Bible says in the book of Acts that they ceased not to teach and preach that Jesus is the Christ from house to house.  The Bible says, “Go into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in.”  I keep hearing this word “Go.”  Action.  Let’s do it!  Let’s do it!  Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel.”  It’s a command!  If you love Him, you will keep His commands.  If you appreciate what He did for you on the cross, you will go out there and do it.  You say, “What keeps your heart burdened to go after souls?”  I think that there is a Hell – a place of suffering and torment, where people will spend all eternity.  I think about the fact that there is a Heaven – a place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow – a life that is beyond our wildest dreams.  And then I think of the fact that Jesus died for me, and I talked to you a little while ago about that.  I think about that – He loved me that much.  I need to go forth and tell others about that love.  Let’s do it.  Let’s do it.
The Bible says that we are to give them the precious seed of the Word of God.  I want to read you something about the power of the Word of God.  This is what we are to share with people.  We are not just out there to give them a bunch of good stories.  We are out there to give them the Word of God.  Listen to what I Peter 1:23-25 says, “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”  See, the Bible tells us about the precious blood of Christ. Listen to verses 18 and 19:  “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”   That’s what we’re saved by.  We’re not saved by good works, joining a church, being baptized, doing the best we can; we’re saved by the blood of Jesus Christ.  Two thousand years ago Jesus died on the cross, shed His blood for the remission of our sins.  That’s the only thing that saves us – the blood of Jesus.  We need to praise Him and thank Him for the blood.  
Oh, people, let’s go forth and tell people about the precious blood of Jesus.  And if you will do it, you will see people saved.  Let’s look at our text again:  “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”
Man, if we’ll go out and tell people about Jesus and about His precious blood, that He shed His blood for remission of their sins, and He gave His life as a ransom, we’re going to see people saved.  The Bible says, “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  And God says that His Word will not return void but it will accomplish the task wherewith He has sent it.  God’s Word is powerful.  If we will just give it to people, people will get saved!  They’ll do it!  And that’s what we need to go forth and do.  We need to go forth and tell people that Jesus is the only Way to Heaven.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  The Bible says, “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, and shall not come unto condemnation, but is passed from death unto life.”  Jesus is the only Way to Heaven, my friend.  That’s what we need to tell people.  See, we need to tell people that in order to have Jesus Christ in their life, they need to understand four things.  

The first thing they need to understand is that we are all sinners.  The Bible says, “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  All of us have sinned.  None of us are perfect.  We come short of the glory of God.  None of us are good enough to go to Heaven because we are sinners.  We need to tell them that.  

We need to tell them that there is a price for sin.  The Bible says that the wages of sin is death, and that death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.  See, because of our sins, we deserve to go to Hell for all eternity.

But the good news is, and that is the third thing, God has provided a way for us to go to Heaven.  The Bible says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  See, God loved us so much that He sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for our sins so we could go to Heaven.  That’s how much God loves us.  That’s how much Jesus loves us.

And the fourth thing they need to understand is that they must receive Jesus as their own personal Saviour.  The Bible says, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  The Bible also says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  You could put your name in there, my sinner friend.  It says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord…”  Call upon who?  Jesus.  Pray to Jesus.  “…shall be saved.”  That means not hopefully, or might be, but shall be, will be.  That means you will not go to Hell, but you will get to go to Heaven when you die.  That is the only way you will get to go to Heaven – through trusting Jesus Christ alone.  

Some years ago, a criminal lost his life in the state of Illinois for crimes he had committed.  As is the custom, as he sat in the electric chair, he was given the opportuity to say his last words.  All he said was, “No man cares about my soul.”

The cry of this man is coming from all over the world.  Do we care?  Do we really care that others hear the message and come to Christ?

Men must hear the Gospel and receive the Lord, or go to Hell.  Christ is the only Hope for the world and for the individual.  Because no one cared, that criminal may be in Hell today; others will be tomorrow.

Let it not be said about us, “You didn’t care for my soul.”

My friends, we need to go and tell people about Jesus.  You say, “I can’t do it.”  Yes, you can.  The Bible says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”  Did you hear that?  He said, “I can do all things…”  That means you can go soul winning, doesn’t it?  Through Christ, which strengtheneth you.  Jesus will give you the strength to do it.  Listen to me.  The only failure in witnessing is failing to witness.
In a few minutes I am going to ask that the Pastor come and lead in an invitation.  But I want to say this:  God has been speaking to some of you for days, months, maybe even years, and some of you, God has spoken to you today, that you need to get more involved with going out soul winning.  You need start filling your pockets full of tracts and going out throughout the week, telling people about Jesus.  We need to go out and brag on Jesus.  Jesus has given us the marching orders:  “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  Let’s do it.  Let’s do it.  You can do it, because Christ will strengthen you.  He will help you.  

You know, God has put us here for a reason.  He has given us this area, _________, __________. _____________, to make an impact for Christ, to win this area for Christ.  Today, we need to make a commitment to do that, that we’re going to reach this area for Christ.  Today I’m going to pray and ask God to make me a better soul winner – to give me more of a burden for souls – and I’m going to ask that you join me.  

