(Visuals - Jesus is the Way banner, Real Jesus banner, cross + whip)
"What Is the Way to Heaven?"
Well, I want to try to help you, so open your Bibles to John chapter 14, verse number 1. John chapter 14 and verse number 1. Jesus said in John chapter 14 and verse number 1, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?” This leads us into a great verse where “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:1-6)
My friends, I believe with all my heart that God loves each and every one of you, and He wants you to know for sure you are going to Heaven.

Therefore, I want to speak to you on the subject, “What Is the Way to Heaven?” That´s a very important thought. That´s a very important question. What is the way to heaven? Oh, we need to know this. Let's pray. 
My friends, what is the way to heaven? Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Oh, we need to know for sure we are going to heaven. Jesus said, "Don't be worried. Don't be afraid. I'm going to heaven, a wonderful place, a beautiful place, a place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow, and no more problems." Now I don't know about you, but I want to go to heaven someday. I want to know the way to go to heaven. Jesus said, "Hey, I'm going there, but I'm coming again to receive you, so that where I am, you may be there with me forever and ever." What is Jesus saying? Jesus is saying to us that He loves us and He wants us to be with Him in heaven forever and ever and ever. Listen to me very carefully. Jesus is the only way to heaven.
Now, I want to share with you three reasons why Jesus is the way to heaven. 

Number one. Simply, Jesus is the way. Jesus is the way. He's the route, He's the road, he's the mode, or our means to get to heaven. Jesus is the only way to heaven. The Bible says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25) Oh, there are many people who are trusting in many religions and many different things to get them to heaven, but they don´t realize they´re trusting the wrong things. When we come to the questions, what is the truth? What is real? What is the way to heaven? I believe if we look at the facts and look for the truth, then we are going to find out that Jesus is the way to heaven. 

My friends, the Bible is true. There is no book like the Bible. It was written over a 1,500-year time span by more than 40 different authors, but yet there´s this unity throughout it. Why is that so? I´ll tell you why, it is the Word of God. When you study ancient manuscripts, you are going to find out that there´s no book like the Bible. When you study the Hebrew, Greek, and the Aramaic and you look how God has preserved it and kept it, and you look at all the copies we have, there´s no other book like the Bible in the world. There are so many facts and so many things that are real about the Bible. Oh, the Bible is true. The Bible has changed people's lives. It´s one of the best-selling books in all of history. God has used it to change nations and to change lives. The Bible is powerful, and it tells us about the One named Jesus. 

My friend, when it comes to Jesus Christ, you only have a few decisions. Jesus was either Lord of all, He was a liar, or He was a lunatic. You say, "Wait a minute! I don´t believe Jesus was a liar. There´s no way He could teach the great things that He did and be a liar." I agree with you. I don´t think He was a liar. But you say, "Well, He may have thought it was true." Are you saying He was a lunatic? Are you saying He was crazy? He was out of his mind? He needed to be in a mental institution? I don´t think so. There's nobody like Jesus Christ who taught such great things. The sermon on the mount was incredible. It can change lives. It can make a difference. Jesus taught great and wonderful things. 

Then, if Jesus wasn't a liar, and He wasn't a lunatic, what was He? I´ll tell you what He is. Jesus is Lord. Jesus is God. Jesus is the Almighty come in the flesh, and He gave His life, He suffered, He bled, and He died for us. Jesus is the only way to Heaven.
Secular history talks about Jesus because Jesus is real. Jesus is alive and He can change your life. I´m telling you. Jesus changed my life. He loved me when nobody else loved me. Jesus came to live within my heart, and there are millions that would give their testimony of this throughout history, and they would say, "Jesus Christ changed my life. Jesus is real." Listen to me. Jesus is real. You want to know God. You want to have true peace in life. You want to have significance in your life? You need Jesus Christ, because Jesus is the way to heaven.
An artist said to a class of art students, "When you paint a picture of the woods or forest, always paint a path leading out. If you don´t have this path, those who look at the picture will have the feeling of suffocation." The picture of the conditions of this day is not pleasant, but, thank God, the way out is Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the way.” Oh, Jesus leads the way to safety, to satisfaction, and to salvation. Jesus is the way to our hope, our happiness, and our home in heaven. Man, if you feel like you are suffocating and that there´s no way out for you, I tell you today, look to Jesus. You've tried everything else. You've tried drugs. You've tried all kinds of things. But look to Jesus. Oh, Jesus can set you free.
I like the story about a missionary who engaged a guide to take him across the desert country. When the two men arrived to the edge of the desert, the missionary looking ahead, saw trackless sand without a single footprint. There was no road. Turning to his guide, he said in a tone of surprise, "Where is the road? Where is the way?" 

With a reproving glance, the guide replied, "I am the road." Let's turn that simple story around and let Christ be the One Who says today, "Hey, you are wondering what´s the way to heaven? Just like that missionary was wondering the way. You know, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Now, the only way to come to heaven is through Jesus Christ. We need Christ. You need to trust in Christ to get to heaven. The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31) Oh, there´s no other way to heaven. You need Christ.
So, why is Jesus the way to heaven? 

Number two. Jesus is the truth. Jesus is the truth. Hey, anything that is extremely valuable will be counterfeited. Fake gems have been around for thousands of years, but  as technology for making them has advanced, fakes are now harder to detect with the naked eye. Experts advise buyers to verify a stone´s value with testing labs, before any sales are final. When paying big money for jewels, you want to be careful about getting the genuine article. It´s the same with truth. We must ensure that we´re getting the truth. Oh, Jesus is the truth. 
An old story tells of a desert nomad who awakened hungry in the middle of the night. He lit a candle to begin eating dates from a bowl beside his bed. He took a bite from one and saw a worm in it, so he threw it out of the tent. He bit into a second date, found another worm, and threw it also away. Reasoning that he wouldn't have any dates left to eat if he continued, he blew out the candle and he quickly ate all the dates. Oh, many there are who have preferred darkness and denial, to the light of reality or truth. My friends, I do not care what people believe, or their opinions or their philosophies. I want truth! I want truth! I said, I want truth! Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) We need to be set free, and the truth can set us free. We need the truth.
Oh, the truth is that Jesus was born, died, and rose from the dead. Jesus was a real person. Secular history even reports that He was born, lived, and died. Now, if you can disprove the resurrection of Christ, I have no faith. Paul said, "If there was no resurrection, we´re lost in our sins. There´s no way out for us." (paraphrased) But, listen to me, Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus' resurrection is proof that one day you can rise from the dead and go to heaven some day, a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain. 

Oh, there´s so much proof for the resurrection of Christ. Think about it. If the resurrection didn't occur and Jesus was buried somewhere, then the enemies of Christ could have found His body and dragged His body into downtown Jerusalem, and shut Christianity down, but they couldn't. You know why? Because Jesus rose from the dead. Why is it that the apostles, they were common fisherman and things like that, and they were weak and they ran away, but later they stood and they gave their lives, and they died to tell people that Jesus rose from the dead? Why is that? Because Jesus rose from the dead. 

Why is it that Paul was persecuting the church and causing Christians to die, and all of the sudden he had a complete change and he ended up dying for Christ? Why? Because Jesus rose from the dead. Oh, there´s something about Jesus. Jesus is God Almighty and He died on the cross to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, and give us a home in heaven. Oh, my friend, Jesus is the way.

So, why is Jesus the way to heaven?

Number three. Jesus is the life. Do you want eternal life? To go to a place of no more hurt, pain, or sorrow? If you want to go to heaven someday, you need Jesus. Do you want life? Do you want it more abundantly? Then you need Jesus! Oh, you need Jesus! 
Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) Satan wants you to trust in all kinds of things to get you to heaven, like your good works, but if you can be good enough to get to heaven, then Jesus would have not had to die. Jesus had to die because we´re not good enough to get to heaven. Jesus died so that we could go to heaven. {so look at this - (Visual - Jesus is the Way banner)} Jesus is the way to heaven. Oh, only Jesus can make you complete.

John Pathrow jumped for his ninth story room in Chicago, leaving behind this note. “I´m worth $10,000,000 dollars as men judge things, but I´m so poor in spirit that I cannot live any longer. Something is terribly wrong with life." Oh, this man with all his money had no peace of heart because he knew not the Savior. My friend, you need Christ. Jesus said, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26) There´s nothing more important than your soul. We're only down here for a little bit, and then there's all eternity. Oh, I beg of you to prepare for eternity. Oh, receive Christ because Jesus is the way. Just say, "Jesus, come into my heart forgive me of my sins, save me from hell and take me to heaven," and Jesus will answer that prayer because Jesus is the way to heaven. 

My friends, life is so uncertain. We´re not guaranteed tomorrow. We need to prepare. The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) Life is brief; it´s "even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." (James 4:14b) Oh, we need to prepare for eternity.

A man and his wife had gone for a swim at an out-of-the-way beach on Lake Michigan. They were sitting and talking about his work and planning a new home so that they could take care of the children in a better way. The man had recently received a job and things were looking up for the family. David Lancaster stood and dived off a rocky ledge into the water. When he did, his entire picture of his life changed. His head scraped the bottom of the lake. He surfaced in a sitting position, unable to move his legs. His wife called for help. Some life guards came and carried this 26-year-old man to the beach. He could not move his legs nor the lower part of his right arm. He was carried to the hospital and the doctor said he was paralyzed. They gave no hope for anything better than complete paralysis for the rest of his life.

Oh, life is uncertain. We need to prepare. That's why you need Jesus to come into your heart, to forgive you of your sins, and take you to a wonderful place call heaven someday. You need Jesus. Oh, receive Jesus before it´s too late.

There´s a void in each and every person´s life, and only Jesus Christ can fill that void. Only Jesus can give you true peace, contentment, and a place in heaven someday. My friends, you need Jesus! Oh, Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you. (Visual - Real Jesus banner) Jesus suffered, He bled, and He died for you. They drove spikes in His hands and feet. Jesus hung there on that cross, and earlier they beat Him with a whip and they ripped His back open. Why did He go through that? For you. Jesus died for you, so you can go to heaven. That's why Jesus is the way to heaven, because Jesus gave His life for us so we could go to heaven. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) My friends, Jesus wants to take you to heaven someday. That´s why He died.
Oh, Jesus gave His life for you and for me, to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell and take us to heaven. Why don´t you say, "Jesus, come into my heart. I´m trusting You to take me to heaven," and Jesus will save you. Oh, trust Jesus to take you to Heaven.
Now, listen to me very carefully please. During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln issued an order that for a certain period, no soldier should be privileged to return home, for they needed every men on the firing line. While that order was still in force, a man fighting in battle received word that his wife was dying and for him to hurry home. However, they wouldn't allow this man to do it, but they did grant him permission to go to Washington and see President Lincoln. 

So, this man went up to the President´s room and asked to see the President. The guard said, “My orders are not to disturb the President.” The man begged and begged, but the guard said, “I´m sorry, sir, but you can't get in.” 

As the soldier walked down the steps and toward the treasury building, a child at play heard him sobbing and crying. He ran up to him and said, “Mr. Soldier, what´s the matter?” The man made no reply. The little boy took the soldier by the hand and said, “Mr. Soldier, what´s the matter?” Then, the soldier told him his story. The child said, “Come on. Don´t you cry. I´ll take you in to see the President. 

The man smiled through his tears and said, “I´m a man. I'm a soldier and you´re only a little boy. You can´t get me in.” 

“Oh," said the boy, "the President is my father, and I can take you in.” The boy took the soldier by the hand and walked back. There was a guard walking back and forth. However, the boy was not discouraged. He stood and waited until the door opened. When he saw the face of his father, the President, he said, “Father, tell the guard to let me come in.” 

Abraham Lincoln forgot that he was the President, forgot that the burden of the war was on his shoulders, and remembered that he was the father of that little boy. He said, “Guard, let him in. Let my son in.” The guard stood back and saluted the boy and his friend as they walked in. President Lincoln looked and said, “Well, my dear fellow, what brings you here? What is the cause of your sorrow?” 

As the man was crying, he told the President his story. President Lincoln rose, walked across to the window, and framed his face in the glass as he looked across the Potomac River over into the Arlington. Tears trickled down his cheeks. He turned to walk down to his desk and, picking up his pen and dipping it in the ink, he signed the order that sent that soldier back to Ohio to the bedside of his dying wife. 
Oh, that story is amazing! Here we are, burdened and  overwhelmed because of our sins, trying to get to heaven, but we can´t get in the door. I can´t get God´s ear. I can´t get his pardon. "Hold on," God's Son the Lord Jesus Christ says. "Put your hand in My hand. Let Me lead you into the presence of God the Father.” Hey! I´m sure glad that one day I reached out and took Jesus' hand, and He's going to take me to heaven someday. 

Listen to me. Why don´t you reach out and take Jesus' hand? Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) Oh, Jesus wants to take you to heaven someday. My friend, just trust Jesus to take you to heaven, and He will do it.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
