(Visual - man carrying chair)
“Why Doesn’t Anyone Understand 

My Situation?”
(gratitude - for saved and unsaved)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so listen to me carefully. I want to speak to you on the subject, “Why Doesn’t Anyone Understand My Situation?” 

Have you ever felt that way? Like, "Nobody understands my burdens! Nobody understands my heartaches. Nobody understands my troubles. Nobody understands the fears that I have. Nobody understands me. Why doesn’t anybody understand my situation?” You say, “Why this?” or “Why that?” "Oh, why, God?” "Why?"

What do you do when you feel that way? Oh, some people eat. Man, they just go out and eat. (Eating noises) Some people go shopping and look for this or that or whatever. “Hey, I’ve got to get this. I’ve got to get that.” They’re trying to find some substitute to help them with the way they feel. Some people try sports and entertainment or what have you, and they try to overcome that feeling that they have. So how should you respond when you feel like, “Why doesn’t anyone understand my situation?” Let me help you.

The Bible says in Numbers chapter 21, verse number 1, “And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. And Israel vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah. And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." (Numbers 21:1-9) 

My friends, the Bible says, “And the people spake against God, and against Moses...” Oh, the people were in the wilderness, and they were wondering what they were going to eat and what they were going to drink, and they were having a tough time and they were complaining. That’s how they responded. When they were in a situation when they felt like nobody understood what was happening to them, they complained against God, they complained against Moses, they complained about their situation. How do you respond when you feel like you’re in an overwhelming situation? Let me say to you today: Stop your complaining and trust God. Did you hear that? Stop your complaining and trust God. 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to quit looking at the negative things in life and put our focus on Jesus and live for Jesus. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

Oh, stop your complaining and just trust God. Listen to me very carefully. There’s an old Jewish tale about a woman whose name was Anna Kebbitch. She was a complainer. All day long she complained. She said, “I have so little money. My clothes are like old rags. My health is so bad. My back feels like the walls of Jericho. I must walk so far to draw water. My feet are like watermelons. My house is so small. I can barely move in it. My children visit me so little that they hardly know me.”

One day, Anna Kebbitch woke up with an itch on her nose. All day long her nose itched. She went into town to visit the rabbi. 

When the rabbi saw Anna, he asked her, “How are you, Anna?”

Anna replied, “I have so little money. My clothes are like old rags. My health is so bad. My back feels like the walls of Jericho. I must walk so far to draw water. My feet are like watermelons. My house is so small. I can barely move in it. My children visit me so little that they hardly know me. And now I have this itch on my nose, and it plagues me so. Tell me, Rabbi, what does it mean?”

The rabbi said, “Anna, your itch is the Kebbitch Itch, or the ‘complainer’s itch.’ Its meaning is this: However you consider yourself, so shall you be.”

The next morning, Anna woke up and her nose was still itching. She could barely move. Her back had turned to stone like the walls of Jericho. When she looked about her, she noticed that her house had shrunk until her arms stuck out the windows and her legs hung out the front door. She could not move in it. On the end of her legs were two huge watermelons. Her clothes had turned to old rags. When her son and daughter came walking by, Anna called out to them, but they continued walking on, wagging their heads. They didn’t know her.  And her nose continued to itch. 
In despair Anna remembered the meaning of the Kebbitch Itch: However you consider yourself, so shall you be. What does this mean? Anna began to think: You know, I do have money enough to live on and more. Henceforth, I will give out of my abundance to those who are not so well off. My health is not so bad. Actually, for someone my age, I feel quite well. I’m glad I have such a nice house to live in. It’s not large, but it’s comfortable and quite warm. I really don’t mind my walk to draw water. I love to smell the flowers along the path. And my children—I’m so proud that they have become independent and are now able to take care of themselves.

Miraculously, while Anna was saying these things, her situation returned to normal—and her outlook on life changed. When the rabbis tell Anna’s story, they end with this statement: May your noses itch forever.

Now we may not get the Kebbitch itch, but we need to be reminded that our outlook affects outcomes. Our attitude makes a difference. Do you complain all the time? Do you expect the worst in others? Do you always resent it when other people have more than you do or seem to be doing better than you? The result of that kind of thinking is this: Your situation will probably get worse. 

On the other hand, if you are a positive person who sees the good in others, rejoices with others who are doing better than you, and praises God for all that He has given you, remember this, your situation will probably get better. Christians are to be positive people. We have every reason to be. We have so much to be thankful for. 

Let me ask you a question: Has God blessed you? You need to stop and think about your life and think what God has done for you. Oh, have you thanked God for the food that you can eat? Some people are starving in poor countries. Have you thanked God for food? Have you thanked God for the clothes on your back? Because some people are not so privileged to have what you have. Do you thank God for the house that you have? Some people are sleeping on the streets. 

Have you thanked God for your eyes? There was a guy who was about ready to lose his eye. However, his vision was restored and his eye was OK through a surgery. Oh, he was so thankful for his vision afterward. He went everywhere rejoicing for his vision. 

Oh, have you thanked God for your ears? Because there are people who cannot hear. Have you thanked God for your parents? Some people would love to just have a mom or a dad. Have you thanked God for your freedom? Some countries do not have the freedom that you have. Have you thanked God for your health? Oh, there are so many people lying in a bed in a nursing home or what have you. You have so much to be thankful for. Have you thanked God that you’re saved, that you’re not going to Hell, that Heaven’s your home? Have you thanked God for that? Oh, you have so much to be thankful for. 

I remember hearing of a man who was saying, “I’m so upset! I have no shoes! I would like some shoes!” He was complaining, “I have no shoes! I have no shoes! I have no shoes!” Then one day, he met a man with no feet. He said, “Wow! I have so much to be thankful for. I have feet!” Oh, God has been so good to us. Realize that God has blessed you. Oh, trust in the Lord! Trust God!

During an earthquake, the inhabitants of a small village were very much alarmed. One old woman whom they all knew was surprisingly calm and joyous. At length, one of them said to her, “Mother, are you not afraid?” 

The old lady responded, “No. I rejoice to know that I have a God Who can shake the world.”

Oh, my friends, it’s all in how you think about it. Why don’t you decide instead of complaining and looking for the negatives that you are going to be thanking God and praising God, and trusting God in all of your situations, and looking for the good instead of the bad? 

Let me ask you a question: Why are you mad at God? Why are you mad at God? Oh, the tough times come and you get mad at God. That’s crazy, my friends! I remember when my little girl, Alejandra, she only lived for 12 days and then she went to Heaven. We were so overcome, but that was the point that we needed to run to God for help, and He helped us. Unfortunately, some people, when they’re facing the difficulties and the hard times, they run away from God. That’s not the time to run away from God! That’s the time to draw close to God! You need Him more than ever! I needed God when my little baby went to Heaven. Oh, I need God in the tough times and the valleys because the Lord is my Shepherd and He shall not leave me. Oh, Jesus will never leave me nor forsake me! Oh, Jesus is the only One Who can help you, my friend. 

Now, some of you just complain and belly-ache, “Blah, blah blah! I can’t do this! I can’t do that! Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah!” Oh, you’re screaming, you’re hollering, and you’re complaining about all the things that happened to you. Or you go around gossiping, “Oh, did you hear about this? Did you hear about that?” Oh, be quiet! You’re a complainer! You’re murmuring! Quit doing that stuff! The children of Israel were complaining against God and it brought judgment in their lives. So it is with you and me when we’re complaining, it just brings us into worse situations. Therefore, trust God! Oh, trust God in all the situations of life! 

My friends, we have the power to control how we think and how we react to things, but we need to take action, and think on the right things, and have a more Godly outlook on what’s happening in our lives. 

For instance, a frantic mother called her pastor one day. She had a bad case of nerves. He thought he heard a child’s voice over the phone so he asked, “Is your child upset or worried as you are?” 

“Why, of course not,” she replied.

“But why not?” he asked.

“I suppose she puts her trust in me and lets me do the worrying.”

He answered, “Then make a transference. Try to think of yourself as a child of God, and just as your child puts her trust in you, you put your trust in God.” 

That’s it, my friends. Why worry when you can pray? Oh, Jesus said, “Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” (Matthew 6:34) Oh, Jesus said, “Don’t get worried. Don’t get anxious.” The Bible says, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) Oh, give it to God, and trust God with it. You can't handle it yourself. Oh, trust in the Lord in all situations. 

Let me ask you - did you know that judgment comes to complainers? Jesus said this, “That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” (Matthew 12:36) The Bible says, “ For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:14) Oh, judgment will come to complainers! You will stand before the Lord and give an account, my friend! The Bible says, “Do all things without murmurings and disputings.” (Philippians 2:14) Did you hear that? “Do all things without murmurings and disputings.” God doesn’t like a bunch of complainers. 

Oh, think about the serpents of judgment that came against the children of Israel because they were complaining against God, they were complaining about Moses, they were complaining about food and what have you. And judgment’s going to come to you if you keep complaining. I say unto you, just get your mind and your heart right with God, and change the way you’re thinking, and change your heart, and say, “Wait a minute! God’s good; He’s taking care of me. Everything’s not what I like, but wait a minute, I’m so much better off than so many other people. I have so much to be thankful for." 

Oh, my friends, Jesus said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” (Matthew 7:1-2) Oh, judgment comes to complainers! See, God is angered when we complain. The Bible says in Numbers 11:1, “And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord: and the Lord heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the Lord burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.” (Numbers 11:1) Oh, judgment comes to complainers. God hates complaining. Now, He doesn’t hate the people, but He hates that type of attitude. So get right with God! Confess your sins! The Bible says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) Oh, get right with God, and trust God, and believe in God Almighty. 

One great man said that of all the experiences of life that he could remember, that there was nothing that gave him such joy as when on a crowded street in a great city, a little child looked up into his face, and put his tiny hand in his great big hand, and said, “Sir, take me across the street to the other side.” 

Oh, it was an honor to that strong man to take that trusting child across the street to the other side. Now, are there not streets ahead of you for you to cross? Is there some difficulty that you are facing? You need a strong arm to take you to the other side. Oh, put your hand in the hand of Christ. Oh, simple confidence in Christ will delight His heart, and He will help you, and He will bring you to the other side. As the great song says,
Trust and obey, 

     For there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, 

     But to trust and obey.
Oh, the Lord Jesus wants to help you. 
(Visual– “Sir, can you come up here and help me? Put this chair above your head. Now I want you to walk back and forth in front of the people.”) 

I want you to notice this guy is carrying this particular burden. So he is complaining, "I don’t have enough food! I don’t have enough this or that. I have this problem. I have that problem.” And he’s carrying it, and he’s carrying it. Now, if he carries it for an hour–which I have that much longer to preach. No, I’m teasing!–but if he carries it for an hour, he’s going to get pretty tired. That’s like a lot of you. You’re carrying your burdens, and your heartaches, you’re complaining, and you need to be set free. 

So I walk over there and pull it off of him. That’s what Jesus wants to do for you. Jesus wants to take your burdens, and your heartaches, and whatever is coming against you, and He wants to set you free. The Bible says, “If the Son {Jesus Christ} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)  Oh, the Lord wants to set you free. (“Thank you very much.”)

I’m reminded of the children of Israel as the serpents were biting them, and all they had to do was look up at that bronze serpent and they were set free. Oh, if you’ll just look to Jesus Christ, you can be set free. It’s the same way with salvation. Here we are, sinners and on our way to Hell. If we just look to Jesus and trust Him, we can be saved from Hell, and one day go to Heaven. Oh, trust the Lord Jesus Christ. There is always a way of escape. The Bible says, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13) Oh, God will provide a way out. Just look for it! Look to Jesus to help you. 

My friends, sometimes we must control our mind because that’s where the battle is. That’s why the Bible says in Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” (Philippians 4:8) Oh, we need to think the right thoughts. We need to praise the Lord. 

I’m reminded of that demon-possessed man, when the demons left him, that he didn’t put in anything good or replace the bad with something good, and the demons came back and he was in a worse state. It’s very important that you get rid of your complaining, but then you need to start praising the Lord. You start talking about Jesus, you start reading your Bible, you start putting the right things in your heart and mind. Oh, put on the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. Start praising and worshiping the Lord that He’s created everything, that He loves you, that He saved your soul. Oh, think about Jesus. Think about how Jesus loves you, and gave His life for you, and that He’ll never leave you. Think about Heaven, a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow, a wonderful place. Oh, think on the right things, the good things, the great things. 

Oh, the Lord wants to set you free. Don’t let your burdens overcome you because Jesus can set you free. Just like the disciples were in that boat and the storm was raging and was crashing around them. And they thought, “Oh, we’re going to drown! We’re going to die!” But they said, “Jesus! Help!” and Jesus calmed the sea. Oh, Jesus could set you free today. Jesus wants to help you. 

I’m reminded of that woman who had the issue of blood, and she was going here and there, trying to get doctors to help her but to no avail, but then she heard that Jesus was in town. She said, “If I could just touch the hem of Jesus' garment, I will be set free.” I can imagine that lady as she was making her way through the crowd, fighting to get to Jesus, and she touched the hem of His garment, and she was set free. Oh, that’s what you need to do. You need to get to Jesus and He can set you free. Jesus is saying to you today, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

Oh, my friends, our cry should be:
I must tell Jesus! I must tell Jesus! 

I cannot bear my burdens alone. 

I must tell Jesus! I must tell Jesus! 

Jesus can help me, Jesus alone.
Oh, come to Jesus so He can set you free, and help you, and be with you, and never leave you nor forsake you, and give you the strength in the time of the storm. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
