(Visual - A sword, the Cross, and the Real Jesus Banner)
“A Soldier of the Cross”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to 1 Corinthians chapter 2, verse number 2. 1 Corinthians chapter 2, verse number 2. The Bible says in 1 Corinthians chapter 2, verse number 2, “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2) 
My friends, this was written by one of the greatest Christians of all time. He was truly one of the greatest preachers of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he said, “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2) In other words, “I just want to magnify, uplift, and glorify Jesus.” He said in another place, “For to me to live is Christ. (Philippians 1:21) Oh, he was truly a soldier of the cross to glorify Jesus Christ in all that he said and did. This great apostle Paul said another in another place, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” (Galatians 6:14) Oh, the great apostle Paul could have glorified in many, many things, but he said, “I glory in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.” As a soldier of the cross, he said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7) “I’ve stayed true to Jesus and I’ve taken the Gospel all over the world.” Oh, my friends, let's be soldiers of the cross, and take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to every creature. 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to be soldiers of the cross, to take the message of Jesus to every creature. In Jesus' name, Amen." 

(Visual–Pick up the sword.) My friends, we’re in a fight! We’re in a battle! Oh, we’re in a war! The Bible says, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.” (Ephesians 6:10) The great warrior for the cross, the apostle Paul, gave this advice for us to be soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” (2 Timothy 2:3-4) Oh, we are to live to please Jesus. We are to glorify Jesus Christ in all that we say and do. Oh, “For to me to live is Christ...” (Philippians 1:21) The Bible says, “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 2:1) 
The Lord is saying to you today, “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:9) Oh, we have the victory through the Lord Jesus Christ! “...this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” (1 John 5:4) Our faith in Christ! We have the victory because of what Jesus did on the Cross! 

Now when Jesus cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30) from the cross, He was saying, “I paid the price so you could have the victory!” Oh, what Jesus was saying there on the cross in the Greek language is “Tetelastai” which means, “It is finished,” or “It is paid in full.” 

Looking at the cross, we see the work of redemption completed. Looking at the open tomb, we see Jesus’ finished work fully accepted by the Father. The payment required for sin is death, and when Christ said, “Tetelastai,” He was saying that the sin debt was paid in full. If you believe that, dear hearer, His righteousness has been credited to your account. See, we owed a debt we could never pay, and Jesus paid a debt He did not owe. Oh, Jesus has appeared once and for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Jesus’ empty tomb and His resurrection are indisputable testimonies to the fact that the Father accepted His Son’s payment for sin on our behalf as our substitute. Thus “Tetelastai” is not a cry of defeat from a dying man, but a cry of triumph from a living, life-giving Redeemer, a divine proclamation that the work of redemption has been fully, finally, and forever accomplished.

When Jesus said, “IT IS FINISHED,” Jesus had totally destroyed the power of Satan, of sin and of death. The Champion accepted the challenge to do battle for our soul’s redemption against all foes and won. Oh, we are more than overcomers through Jesus Who loved us and gave Himself for us.

Tetelastai is the perfect tense of the verb teleo which is derived from telos which means “a goal achieved, a consummation, or a result attained.” It does not mean just to complete a task but to carry it out fully, to bring it to the finish or to perfection. It follows that Jesus’ cry of “Tetelastai” is a word of finality. The idea is this: “It is finished, it stands finished, and it always will be finished!” Amen! 
Jesus’ work of redemption is complete and nothing needs to be or can be added to it. Sin is atoned for, Satan is defeated and rendered powerless, every requirement of the Law has been satisfied, and God’s holy wrath against sin has been satisfied.” 

Jesus’ sacrifice may have occurred in time and space, but its results will last for eternity! In other words, when Jesus declared “It is finished!”, He was saying that His mission to redeem sinners had reached its intended goal and that the benefits to the redeemed would last throughout eternity. Someone said, “This means that my sins are on Jesus, not on me. Yes, there is sin within me, but not on me. My sinful nature keeps luring me toward sin, and even in my best moments my works are tainted with selfish motives, but legally, I am accepted on the basis of the merit of Jesus. Figuratively speaking, I have a new set of clothes and a clear record in heaven. The righteousness of Jesus has been forever credited to my account.” 

Observe with me how the word “Tetelastai” was commonly used in the ancient world:

The word “Tetelastai” dealt with servants who used “Tetelastai” when reporting to the master, saying, “I have completed, “Tetelastai,” the work assigned to me.” 

In another ancient secular Greek text, we read of the example of a father sending his son on a mission. The son was not to return until he had performed the last act of the mission. When he did return from a successful mission, he used the word “Tetelastai” to report to his father that he had accomplished the goal. As Jesus Himself testified, “For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” (John 6:38) The Bible says, “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) Jesus said, “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” (John 4:34) Oh, Jesus cried out, "Tetelestai," meaning, "It is finished. I have laid down My life for the whole world." 

Secondly, the world “Tetelastai” dealt with priests. Priests would examine animals for blemishes before they were sacrificed. If the lamb was faultless, perfect, and acceptable, the priest would say, “Tetelastai!” My friends, Jesus is the Lamb of God Who alone was “without sin.” The Bible says, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1 Peter 1:18-19) Oh, John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29b) 

Thirdly, the word “Tetelastai” dealt with artists. When the painter or the sculptor had put the finishing touches to the vivid landscape or the marble bust, he would stand back a few feet to admire his masterpiece, and, seeing in it nothing that called for correction or improvement, would murmur fondly, ‘Tetelestai!’ “It is finished!” Oh, the death of Jesus on the cross was the finished picture of redemption, a masterpiece which had been in the Father’s heart from before the foundation of the world.

The word “Tetelastai” dealt with merchants. In ancient times when a financial note was paid, the one holding the note wrote “Tetelastai” across it. When someone had a debt and it was paid off, the creditor would write “Tetelastai” on the certificate of debt, signifying that it was paid in full. Oh, when Christ gave Himself on the Cross, He fulfilled all the righteous demands of the law and our sin debt was paid in full. The Old Testament sacrifices covered sin but could never take sin away; however, Jesus accomplished what all of the old covenant sacrifices could not do. In eternity the Son gave the Father a “promissory note” that He would pay the price for humanity’s redemption. On Calvary, the note was “paid in full.” “Tetelastai!”

The word “tetelastai” dealt with prisoners. When a Roman citizen was convicted of a crime, he was thrown into prison. A “Certificate of Debt” listing all his crimes was nailed to his cell door so that anyone passing by could know what he had been accused of and the penalty assessed. When the prisoner had served his sentence and was released from bondage, the indictment was taken down from the door and the judge who had put him in prison would sign the indictment and write across it the word “Tetelastai.” In other words, “The debts have been paid, so you can be free.” The Bible says, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) When Jesus cried “Tetelastai” on the cross, He was saying that anyone who places his trust in His sacrificial death on their behalf, receives in essence a “certificate of debt” with the inscription of “tetelestai” put on it, indicating that all their crimes (past, present and future) against God have been paid for in full! 

In light of this truth, Paul could write that because our debt was paid in full by Jesus, God has forgiven you all your sins. Oh, Christ has utterly wiped out the condemning evidence of broken laws and commandments which always hung over our heads, and has completely annulled it by nailing it on His head on the Cross. And then having drawn the sting of all the powers ranged against us, He exposed them, shattered them, emptied them and defeated them, in His final glorious triumphant act! On the cross, the justice of God was fully satisfied when our heavenly Substitute paid the great price of ransom. As Spurgeon put it, "We can stand with confidence, despite the thunder of the law and the lightening flash of justice, for we are safe beneath the cross.” Oh, Jesus paid it all!

My friends, Satan may accuse us of “high treason” against God, but now and forever “we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous” Who cries “I object” to every accusation of the Adversary, to which the Father says, “Objection Sustained!” Yes, when we sin, we need to confess in order to enjoy fellowship with God, but our our eternal salvation is never in doubt because Christ has once and for all time cried “Tetelastai! Oh, I paid the price to set them free!  It is finished!” 

The great hymn says:
Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe. 

Sin had left a crimson stain,

But Jesus washed it white as snow.

“Oh, we rest in a Saviour Who has done all, paid all, accomplished all, performed all that is necessary for our salvation. When we look at our own works, we may well feel ashamed of their imperfections, but when we look at the finished work of Christ, we may feel peace, and joy and happiness. Oh, hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Glory to God in the highest! Jesus paid it all!
An evangelist was approached by a young man who asked, “What must I do to be saved from Hell?” 

The evangelist replied, “It’s too late.”

The young man became alarmed, asking, “Do you mean that it’s too late for me to be saved? Is there nothing I can do?”

Then, the evangelist replied, “Too late. It’s already been done. It’s finished! Tetelestai! The only thing you have to do is believe.” 
Oh, Jesus paid the price! That’s why the Bible says, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) My friends, it’s done! “Tetelastai!” Oh, it is finished! Jesus paid the price to set us free, so let’s take the good news of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world. Our cry should be “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

Oh, let’s be soldiers of the Cross, and take the message of the Gospel to the whole world. (Visual–Take up the Cross!) 
The great song says,

Am I a soldier of the Cross—

  A follower of the Lamb?

And shall I fear to own His cause,

  Or blush to speak His name?

Sure I must fight if I would reign,

  Increase my courage, Lord!

I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,

  Supported by Thy Word.
Oh, my friends, we should never be ashamed of Jesus because Jesus gave His life for us. The Bible says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth...” (Romans 1:16) Oh, let's do all we can to tell others about the cross of Christ.

During the Vietnam War, there was a platoon of men who were given orders to hold the hill they were on at all cost. They were greatly outnumbered by the North Vietnamese army around them, but they prepared to obey the orders. The battle started and bullets flew, and many in the platoon lost their lives. They radioed their superiors, and said, “Permission to retreat! We’re overcome!” 

The orders came back, “Hold the hill at all cost!” The battle continued, and more brave American soldiers perished. 

Again, the few who were left sent the request by radio, “Permission to retreat!” The orders came back again, “Denied! Hold the hill at all cost!” The few remaining soldiers were taking heavy fire. One by one, they gave their lives for their country. Finally, there was one soldier left. He determinedly fought on, shooting at the enemy with a machine gun. One of the enemy soldiers threw a grenade and blew the American soldier’s leg off at the knee, but that didn’t stop him. He made a tourniquet with his belt and crawled back to his machine gun. He pushed the stump of his leg deep into the mud to slow the bleeding and resumed fire at the enemy. 

Finally, he felt a hand on his shoulder, and he looked up into the face of his superior officer who had come to help him. Then, he closed his eyes and died. 

Oh, that soldier was willing to pay the price so that there could be freedom for others. My friends, soldiers have always been giving their lives for their family, for their friends, and for their country that they may live! Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) Oh, let's be soldiers of the cross and give our lives to take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world. Oh, will you give your life so that others can know about Jesus? 

Maybe you feel like Gideon, that you can’t do it. One day, the angel of the Lord appeared unto Gideon and said to him, “The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour...” (Judges 6:12)

I’m sure Gideon was looking around, “Who are you talking about?” 

And the Lord said, “I’m talking about you!”

Gideon said, “I don’t come from a good family, and I don’t have what it takes.” 

But God said, “Hey! I want to use you in a great and mighty way.” And God did use Gideon to have great victory for the Lord. Oh, you may feel like you can’t do it, but I tell you today, God is with you! Jesus will not leave you nor forsake you, and “...greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) Oh, God wants to use you to do great and mighty things! See, God wants to use you to be a soldier of the cross and take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world. 

I’m reminded how the Lord went to Jeremiah, and said, “I’m going to use you in a great way.” 

Jeremiah responded, “I’m just a child. I can’t speak to the nations. I can’t do great things for You!”

But God said, “Hey! I’m going to use you in a great and mighty way!” And God did use him! 

Oh, God wants to use you if you would just trust Him and say, “Lord, here am I. I give myself to You. Use me for Your glory and honor!” 

Oh, God wants to use you to be a soldier of the Cross and take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world. Oh, you can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth you. (Philippians 4:13) 

“Could you please help me?” (Visual - Real Jesus Banner) My friends, think about what Jesus went through for you so you could be saved from Hell and go to Heaven. Oh, Jesus loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life, and He wants to use you to do far above anything you could imagine or dream possible. 
Oh, think about it. Jesus suffered for you, so why don’t you live for Him? Think about it. They spit in Jesus’ face. They put a blindfold over His eyes, and hit Him in the face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns on His head, and blood flowed down His face. They took that whip, and they ripped His back open. (Visual - whip) They beat Jesus, and they beat Jesus, and they beat Jesus! They took Jesus to the place where they put Him on the cross, and drove spikes into His hands and into His feet. Then they picked up the cross, and let it drop down, and Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying for you! To forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, so that you could go to Heaven someday. 
Oh, Jesus gave His life for you, so why don’t you give your life to be a soldier of the cross, and take the message of the cross to the whole world? Oh, Jesus gave His life for you, but what are you doing for Jesus? Oh, my friends, the Lord wants to use you to impact this world for Christ! 
Oh, my challenge to you is,

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!

  Ye soldiers of the cross;

Lift high His royal banner,

  It must not suffer loss:

From vict’ry unto vict’ry

  His army shall He lead,

Till every foe is vanquished

  And Christ is Lord indeed.

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!

  The trumpet call obey;

Forth to the mighty conflict

  In this His glorious day.

Ye that are men, now serve Him

  Against unnumbered foes;

Let courage rise with danger.

  And strength to strength oppose.

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!

  Stand in His strength alone;

The arm of flesh will fail you;

  Ye dare not trust your own.

Put on the Gospel armor,

  Each piece put on with prayer,

Where duty calls, or danger,

  Be never wanting there.

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!

  The strife will not be long:

This day the noise of battle,

  The next the victor’s song;

To him that overcometh

  A crown of life shall be;

He, with the King of glory,

  Shall reign eternally.
Oh, stand up, stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross!

My friends, let’s be good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ! Hey, Jesus gave His life for us, so let’s give our lives to take the Gospel of Christ to the whole world! Oh, my challenge to you is “Stand up! Stand up for Jesus! Ye soldiers of the cross!” 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
