“Why Did You Not Tell Me?”

Well, it is sure great to be here, and today I’m going to speak to you about something that is very, very important, and very, very serious. So I'm going to ask that you listen to me very carefully because I believe what I'm going to share with you can mean the difference between heaven or hell for somebody. So listen to me very carefully.  
Open your Bibles with me to Ezekiel chapter 3 and verse number 17. Ezekiel chapter 3 and verse number 17. If you have found your place in the Word of God would you please stand? The Bible says in Ezekiel chapter 3 and verse number 17 through 19, “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word of my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.” You know, this particular watchman had a very important job – to warn the people. The Bible says here that if he did not warn the wicked man that the wicked man would perish and his blood would be required of that watchman. That watchman had to warn him. But if the watchman did his job and warned that man, then the man, if he chose to receive it or reject it, that was his choice. But the watchman was free from that particular person. He was told to faithfully warn that person. Therefore he had a very important job. Hey, a watchman is to WARN other people about immediate danger. 
Each and every Christian is given a job as a watchman. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)  We are to do all we can to warn other people about a real place called hell that will burn forever and ever and ever and ever. I don't want to see anybody go to hell; therefore I need to warn them about the reality of a place called Hell. Hey, I need to tell them that there is a wonderful place called Heaven as well – a place of no more hurt or pain. And the only way to go there is putting their faith and trust in Jesus. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by me.”  (John 14:6)  We need to tell them that they need Jesus Christ in order to escape the fires of Hell and go to Heaven. We are to warn others. 
But if you and I do not do our jobs, then they will probably say, “Why did you not tell me?” It is kind of like this watchman that was told to warn in this particular situation. If he didn't do his job and they were taken into captivity or were to perish, couldn't they say to that watchman, “Why did you not tell me? Why did you not warn me? Why did you not tell me that there was danger coming?” I wonder, if there will be moms, dads, brothers, sisters, or family members, or even people we work with that will say, “Hey, why did you not tell me about Jesus? Why did you not tell me about a place called hell? Why didn't you tell me about a wonderful place called heaven? Why did you not tell me about Jesus?” I want to speak to you on that subject of a cry from others – maybe from your family and other people around the world – saying, “Why did you not tell me the truth? Why did you not tell me about Jesus? Why did you not tell me?” 
Let’s have a word of prayer. “Lord, there is a world that is dying and going to hell and we have got to warn them. We have got to tell them about Jesus so that they can go to heaven. I pray that You would help each and every Christian to say, ‘I'm going to do my best to warn other people, to tell them about Christ.’ Oh, Lord, speak to our hearts and change our lives and help us warn others and to tell them about Jesus Christ so that they can go to heaven. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
Now, I need three guys to help me. Could you three guys come up here and help me? Oh, my, I chose three of the ugliest guys. I'm teasing. Now, let me illustrate to you a little bit about what the job of the watchman was. The watchman, a lot of times in the Old Testament times, would be on walls around a city, and that watchman was to stand on that wall and watch for danger. Now, the people in the city would be resting or doing what have you. And if the watchmen saw the enemy coming, he would cry out, “The enemy is approaching! The enemy is approaching! Prepare for the battle! Prepare for the fight! The enemy is coming!” And he would warn the people so that they could be saved and so they could prepare for the danger that was coming. So they had a very important job. If they didn't do their job, the enemy could come in and destroy that city. 
Let me illustrate to you what I am talking about here. He is going to represent the people in the city. Could you lie down there and act like you are sleeping? Now, he is going to represent the people that need to be warned. Hey, there are people out there that are going to die and go to hell if we don't reach them. We have got to tell them the truth. We have got to help them. Now, he is going to represent the watchman. (Stand right here.) Now, he is going to represent the enemy. The evil, wickedness and rottenness and ugly… I'm just thinking of these things while looking at you. Look. He is going to represent the enemy. 
Now, the watchman had a very important job. He was to cry out to the people inside of the city if he saw the enemy. The enemy starts approaching. Stop right there. OK, now you go over there and wake them up. Wake up, wake up, wake up, wake up. OK, now he is awake. Now, he did his job; he warned the people in the city that the enemy was coming. He said, “Hey, the enemy is coming! The enemy is coming! Hey, wake up! Wake up! We’ve got to fight right now.” And he did his job. 
Now, you go back to your position here, you all go back, and you go back to sleep. OK, now here is this watchman. Look.  We as Christians are called to be watchmen to go and to warn people and to tell people about Christ. But a lot of Christians are like this watchman right here. Would you kind of lay down there like you are sleeping? (Snore, snore) Now, he is sleeping. A lot of Christians are like that. They know that Jesus said to go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. We are told to go. You know that there is a real place called hell. You know that there is a real place called heaven. You believe in Jesus Christ, but you are not doing anything to warn other people. And the enemy comes in, Satan. See, Satan comes to destroy people. And the enemy comes in, come in, and start beating up on him. Boom!  Hey, hey, take it easy there! Now, why is this enemy destroying this person? Because this person is sleeping! He is not doing his job. He is not warning. And a lot of you Christians are like that today. You are sleeping on the job. You are not doing what you are supposed to. You are not warning people that there is danger ahead. Hey, there is a hell ahead. And you are not warning people about hell. You are not warning them and telling them that if they will trust Christ they can be free from hell and go to heaven. You are not warning people. And they will say, “Why did you not tell me about Jesus?” Hey, your mom may say, “Why didn’t you tell me about Jesus?” Your dad may say, “Why didn't you tell me?” Hey, your family may say, “Why didn't you tell me about Jesus?” People at work may say, “Why didn't you tell me? Oh, why did you not tell me about Jesus Christ?” Hey, let’s do all we can to tell others about Christ.  Amen!  Thank you very much.
I'm reminded of Abraham and how he was told to go to the Promised Land. Now, his nephew Lot went with him. However, it got to a point where their herds were growing so much that there was a dispute between the workers of Abraham and the workers of Lot. They were arguing back and forth. So Abraham said, “Hey, nephew, these things shouldn't be. We need to settle this thing. Therefore you choose. We have all the land before us. You choose where you want to go, and I will take the other way.” Now Lot chose to settle in the well-watered lands. The plains of Jordan looked so beautiful to him. 
Hey, a lot of Christians are like that. They are choosing what they think is the greener pasture, if you will, instead of asking God what he would have them do. They are saying, “Hey, it looks greener there. It looks like a more fun life. It looks like more enjoyment.” So, Lot chose the well-watered lands, the plain of the Jordan and he settled and he pitched his tent toward a city named Sodom. 
Now, Sodom was an evil city. It was known for homosexuality, evil, wickedness, and vileness. However, Lot chose to go there. Hey, Lot got himself in a lot of trouble like a lot of Christians do because they don't choose the right path. They choose what they think is the easy path and not putting God first. 
Well, you know, Sodom was so evil and wicked that God one time came down and said, “Hey, I am going to take care of these people.” One day Abraham noticed three men and invited them to come in, and he prepared them some food. Now, he was going to prepare some carne asada and some guacamole and chili. It is in the Hebrew, if you are wondering where that is. No, I'm teasing with you. He was preparing this meal for these people, and the Lord ended up telling Abraham what they were going to do. They were going to go in to Sodom, and they were going to find out if the evilness and the stuff that they heard about was true. If those things were so, they were going to destroy this city and wipe it out. 
So Abraham pled and said, “God, God, God, what if there are fifty people in the city? Would you not spare the city for fifty people? Should not the judge of the whole earth do right? Is it not right to spare the whole city if there are fifty righteous there?” And God said, “Abraham, I have heard your cry. I will spare the city if there are fifty there.” And Abraham said, “Wait a minute, God. What if there are forty-five? Would You not spare the city for forty-five?” And God said, “I will spare it for forty-five.” And Abraham said, “Wait a minute, God. Be patient with me. I am just dust, but listen to me. What if there were forty there? Would you not spare it for forty?” And God said, “I will spare it for forty.” And Abraham said, “God, wait a minute.  How about for thirty? How about for thirty precious souls? Wouldn't You spare it for thirty righteous people? Thirty saved people?” And God said, “I will spare it for thirty people.” Then Abraham said, “Be patient with me, God. What if there were twenty people there?” And God said, “I will spare them for twenty.” And Abraham said, “Lord, listen to me just one more time please. What if there are ten people there? Would you not spare the city for ten righteous people, ten saved people?” And God said, “I will spare the city for ten people.”  Abraham was probably thinking, Surely Lot would have been a soul winner. Surely he would have reached at least ten people. Surely he would have reached his family for Christ. 
Well, the angels ended up going into the city of Sodom. And Lot was there and he met them and he invited them in to eat and to rest for that particular night. But the evil men of the city, these homosexuals if you will, were so wicked and evil and called out and said, “We want to know these men. We want to know them.” By the way, homosexuality is wrong! It’s evil! It’s wicked in the sight of God! Just like lying is. It is wrong and it is wicked and God will judge it. That is why you need Christ for the forgiveness of your sin. 

But here they were in this wicked city and they said, “We want to know them.” And Lot said, “No, it is not right for you to do this. I have two virgin daughters. Take them and do what you will.” Can you imagine that? The Bible says Lot, this righteous man, vexed his righteous soul in this city. As a Christian, he got so twisted by living with the wrong people that he was willing to give his two virgin daughters to be abused by these wicked evil men. Can you imagine that? I can't imagine that. But that is how a lot of Christians get into a lot of stuff they shouldn't be doing and it twists their mind set and they do things that they should not do.  Christian, be careful with whom you hang out.
Well, what happened was the angels grabbed Lot and pulled him inside, and they struck the men with blindness. However, these wicked and evil men were still trying to find the door. And the angel said to Lot, “Get out of here! Take your family and get out of here!” And so Lot tried to talk to his sons-in-law and told them, “Come on! Let’s leave! Let’s leave! Let’s get out of here!” Lot tried with his own family, and he couldn't even reach them. Lot didn't even make a difference in ten people’s lives. I wonder – who will be destroyed because you won't even reach out to others to win them to Christ? 

Finally, the angel said, “Lot, get out of here with your wife and your two daughters. Get out of here!” So the four of them got out of there. They were told, “Don't you look back. Don't you look back. You keep going forward.” You know, that is what we need to do in the Christian walk. We need to keep our focus on Jesus Christ and not look back. Jesus said, “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  (Luke 9:62)  In other words, we need to keep our focus on Christ. 

So, as they were leaving the city, many of you know the story, how Lot’s wife looked back and she was turned into a pillar of salt. Hey, remember Lot’s wife. Remember what it is when God has told you to go forward and if you look back, hey, it brings destruction in your life and in other people’s lives. Lot lost his wife that particular day and their relationship because she looked back. There are too many Christians looking back, wanting to do the things of the world instead of looking forward and saying, “I'm going to live for Christ with my life.” Hey, listen to me. The Lord rained down fire and brimstone on that city of Sodom because they were wicked and evil and He destroyed it. My friends, if Lot would have only reached ten people for Christ, he could have made a difference. I wonder – will you reach others for Christ?  Will make a difference? Will you do all you can to tell others about Jesus?

Preacher Lee Roberson once said, “A man shook my hand at the close of the service in another state, a man of sad countenance. He said, ‘Do you know me?’ ‘I do not believe so,’ responded the preacher. The man said, ‘God called me to preach. I came to your school to study. After attending a few months, I quit. I went into sin. My wife divorced me. I lost my home, my wife, and my five children. Everything is gone.’ And then he added, ‘Tell the people everywhere to obey God. I have learned the lesson of the sorrow of disobedience. Hey, tell everybody to obey God.’” Let’s obey God with our lives. Oh, my friends, we need to obey Jesus.  
I'm reminded of Jonah in the Bible, how God told Jonah to go to Nineveh and to preach to them the truth that they might turn to God and put their trust in God. Jonah said, “I'm not going to do it. They are wicked, evil people. They are vicious and cruel and they kill babies. They are evil people. I'm not going to do it.” He rose and went away from God. Listen to me; some of you are like that. Some you have been saved. You’ve trusted Christ, but you are running away from God. You know God wants you to serve Him with your life. You know God wants to use you. You know God wants you to tell other people about Jesus. But you run away from God. You hide. You make your excuses. But, listen to me. Jonah ran and he got in a boat and he was going to a different place trying to get away from God. But you can't out-run God. Listen to me. You cannot out-run God. My friend, God is with you wherever you go. Though you make your bed at the gates of hell, God will be there. You cannot get away from God. 
Jonah was in the boat, and he thought he was getting away from God. All of a sudden a storm came up and the waves were crashing against the boat. The people were saying, “What’s happened? Who has offended God?” Word got back to the people that it was Jonah who had offended the God of Israel. And Jonah said “Well, I ran away from God. You better throw me over the boat.” “Well, we are not going to do it.” However, after awhile they decided to throw Jonah over the boat, and the waters ceased. But you know what, God had something prepared for Jonah. There was a whale. And Jonah was swallowed by the whale. Jonah ended up in the belly of a whale. Listen to me. You may think you are running away from God. You may get away with it for years, but one day you are going to end up in the fish’s belly. You are going to end up in some nasty, rotten, dark enclosure – places that you don't want to be – trying to get away from God. It won’t work. It will destroy your life. It will destroy other people’s lives. Oh, you’re saved, you are on your way to Heaven, but your life will be destroyed. You will be in darkness, filthiness, and wickedness. 
You know, Jonah was in that fish’s belly, and all of a sudden he said, “I’ve got to get right with God.” Listen to me. Maybe that’s where you are at today. You need to get right with God. God wants you to serve Him and you are running away from Him. You’d better say, “I'm getting right with God today.” Don't wait until you end up in a fish’s belly. Don't wait until everything’s destroyed in your life. You know, Jonah was so sick and disgusting, he made that fish vomit him up. Blaaaahhhh. Yuck. And there was Jonah, all covered with whale puke. There he was on the shore, and he cleaned himself off, went into Nineveh, and he preached the truth to them. Hey, it was one of the greatest revivals of all history. All the city got right with God. Later, historians tell us that there were probably over one hundred twenty thousand people in that city. Hey, God was concerned about those people, but Jonah wasn't.  
One day Jonah was watching them, and he was upset because they got right with God. Now, God had provided some shade for Jonah from the hot sun, but a worm came and ate away at that shade. Then Jonah complained to God. However, God said, “Hey, Jonah what's your problem? You’re upset because you got your shade taken away from you. You’re not concerned over men and women and boys and girls who are dying and going to Hell. Hey, they need Me.”  Listen to me.  People are dying and going to hell, and we need to tell them about Christ so they can go to Heaven.

Listen to me. You are the Jonah. You are the person God wants to use. God wants to use you to tell others about Jesus Christ. Don't run away. You can't get away. God will find you. You’d better say today, “God, I surrender. I surrender. God, I'm Yours. Whatever You want me to do, I'll do. Wherever You want me to go, I'll go. I will give my life completely to You.” Hey, if you don't, your hands will be filled with the blood of others. What am I talking about? 
The Bible says in Ezekiel chapter 3 and verse 17, “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.” I want you to listen to that statement. “But his blood will I require at thine hand.” (Visual – blood on hands. Could you help me?  Put head down.  The Bible says, “Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.” I wonder, is your soul delivered? Are you doing all you can to tell other people about Jesus? Or will your hands be filled with the blood of other people? Will your hands be filled with the blood of your family because you won’t live for Christ? Will your hands be filled with the blood of people from another country because you won’t go and tell them about Jesus? Will the people in your city or your town and your schools and where you shop die and go to hell and their blood will be on your hands because you haven't told them about Jesus Christ? I wonder if your mom or your dad will burn for all eternity in hell because you won’t tell them. Their blood will be on your hands.  You may be seated.
Reverend George Gates was a pastor in a small town in Texas. When a friend became suddenly and seriously ill, he was called to his friend’s bedside. When Reverend Gates asked, “How was it with your soul?” the friend asked, “George, we have been together for years. We have hunted and fished. We have talked about many subjects. But, George, you never pressed the matter of my soul’s eternal welfare. Now it is too late! I am dying lost!” Then with and awful, indescribable look in his eyes and an unspeakable wail of pathos in his voice, for the last hour of his life he spoke only one word, “Lost! Lost! Lost! Lost!” Oh, we are told that George Gates resigned his church and went into evangelistic work. Receiving a picture of what it meant to be lost, he went everywhere telling the story of Jesus Christ and urging sinners to accept Christ now and be saved before death came, for there is no salvation after death. Oh, my friends, we’ve got to do more to reach people now, for Christ! Oh, let’s do all we can! Let’s not let their blood be on our hands! Let’s reach them for Jesus Christ. 
Dr. R. A. Torrey, a great preacher, told this story. “One evening when Mr. Alexander and I were in Britton, England, one of the workers went out from the afternoon meeting to a restaurant for his evening meal. His attention was drawn to the man who waited upon him, and there came to his heart a strong impression that he should speak to that waiter about his soul. But that seemed to him such an unusual thing to do that he kept putting it off. When the meal was ended and the bill was paid, he stepped out of the restaurant, but had such a feeling that he should speak to that waiter that he decided to wait outside until the waiter came out. In a little while the owner came out and asked why he was waiting. He replied that he was waiting to speak with the man who had waited upon him at the table, the waiter. The owner replied, “You will never speak to that man again. After waiting upon you, he went in his room and shot himself.” 
Oh, listen to me. There are opportunities open to every one of us today that will be gone and gone forever before another day dawns. The time is short. Hey, we need to do all we can to reach others for Christ before it is too late. Let’s reach others for Christ, Amen. 
In a revival campaign, a young preacher was helping those who came to the front. One night he noticed two young men sitting at the rear of the church. One was the acknowledged leader in all of the evil in the community. The young preacher felt impressed to speak to the young man. But after a moment he put it aside. After the service he acknowledged to his pastor that he had been disobedient to the spirit of God, but promised that if he had another opportunity, he would speak to the young man. The next evening the invitation was given. When the young preacher looked back and saw the boys sitting in the back of the house, he went and spoke to the leader of the group. “Do you want to be a Christian? Do you want to be saved? Do you want to know Jesus in order to go to Heaven?” With tear-filled eyes and quivering lips, the man replied, “Of course I do. I was waiting to see if anyone felt enough interest in me to invite me to the Saviour.” Without hesitation the young man came to the front and was converted, and many others were brought to the Lord that day. 
Listen to me. There are people all around here that want to know the truth, and we need to do all we can to tell them about Christ. Hey I want to do more. 
Listen to me; I want to tell others about Jesus. Hey, if you want to tell others about Jesus, lift up your hand. Hey, let’s do all we can to tell other people about Jesus Christ. Let’s make a difference in this world. Let’s reach others for Christ. 
Every head bowed, every eye closed.    
Maybe you need to go the extra mile and say, “God, I’ll be a missionary. I'll go to wherever You want me to go. I'll do it. Here am I, God. I surrender. I want to make a difference. Here is my hand. I want to do it.” Lift up your hand, if that’s your heart.  Hey, let’s tell people about Jesus. If God is talking to your heart, I want you to come right now. Right now, you come. 
