(Visual - A trap, possibly a rat trap or poison, snake)
“Watch Out! You’re About Ready to Fall!”
(for saved, lost, and youth)

Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so open your Bibles to Proverbs chapter 16, verse number 17. Proverbs chapter 16, verse number 17. The Bible says in Proverbs chapter 16, verse number 17, “The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul. Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.” (Proverbs 16:17-19) 

I want to draw your attention to verse number 18, “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” I want to speak to you on the subject, “Watch Out! You’re About Ready to Fall!” Oh, watch out! You’re about ready to fall!

Let' pray. "Lord, I pray that You’d help us to be very careful to avoid falling, and put our focus on Jesus, and live for Him. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

There were two boys named James and Johnny, and they were brothers. They were always going everywhere together and doing everything together. So they were in school together, and they heard about a place called “the cliff.” They heard about all the excitement of the cliff. How the kids were there playing, running, and having such a wonderful time at the cliff. They could actually see where it was, and they saw the kids there. So they said, “Oh, man! We’ve got to go see the cliff, and go there and be with our friends.” But they said, “Wait a minute. We had better ask our daddy.” 

Well, they went to their daddy, and the daddy just said, “No way! No! You’re not going there!”

And the boys said, “Well, Daddy, everybody else is going there and playing. Why can’t we go, Daddy?”

“No, kids! I don’t want you going there!”

“Daddy, why can’t we go?”

Then the father explained to them a story that happened at the cliff many years ago. How someone was there, and because he wasn’t paying attention, he fell to his death. There were actually two cliffs there, you could jump from one side of this cliff over to the other side. So someone was going through there, and he didn’t judge right, and he fell to his death. The father said, “The cliff is a very dangerous place. Stay away from there!”
Well, the boys kept hearing all the other kids in school talk how much fun they had at the cliff, and they were thinking, “You know, Dad’s just a little too hard on this situation. We’ve all got to have fun in life. Yes, things are going to be dangerous, but that’s just life. Dad’s being too severe about this.” So they kept hearing and seeing the kids who were having so much fun. They’d see them out there with their toy guns, playing around, jumping over to the other side. It looked so fun, and they saw them with their sticks fighting, and they were wrestling around, and they would chase each other. Then one would jump on the other side. It just looked like so much fun to them. 

So one day, James and Johnny decided to go to the cliff, and they were having fun, jumping across from one side to the other, playing with the toy guns and sticks, wrestling around, and just having a wonderful time. Then, all of a sudden, James took off running. He jumped. “Woooooooooo!” And went to the other side. Oh, he was having a great old time. But then all of a sudden, Johnny took off, and he started to run, but for some reason, Johnny kind of stumbled, and he jumped and he didn't quite make it. He just got to the edge, and he was holding on to something, and trying to pull himself up. Then he cried out, “James! Help! Help! Help!” 

My friends, in a little bit, I want to share with you the ending of that story. But let me say this: These kids were warned by their father that this cliff was dangerous, and now, here is Johnny in a dangerous situation. We’ll find out what happens to him in a little bit. 
Now, each and every one of us are near dangerous cliffs in our lives, something that can make us fall and can destroy our lives. Oh, cliffs can be very dangerous, so what cliffs are in your life right now? What cliff do you need to avoid? 

Someone defined pride as “thinking you know what is right instead of God.” Oh, my friends, we all struggle with that cliff of pride, thinking that we know what is best. Oh, thinking your will is better than God’s will. Thinking you know what’s best instead of God. Thinking that you’re wiser than God. Now, this is something we’ve got to be careful about, thinking that we know the right thing to do because we can get into trouble. The Bible says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25)

Let me say this: The Bible says we’re to avoid the appearance of evil. We are to avoid the appearance of evil. See, the cliff was a very exciting place, but we need to stay away from the cliff! Stay away from that sin that can destroy your life! Stay away from that temptation! Get as far away from it as you can! Oh, stay away from all appearance of evil. 

I want you to notice three things about the cliff today: Number 1, The cliff is tempting. Oh, the cliff is tempting. 

Native hunters in the jungles of Africa have a clever way of trapping monkeys. They slice a coconut in two, and hollow it out. And in one half of the shell, they cut a hole just big enough for a monkey’s hand to pass through. Then, they place an orange in the other coconut half before fastening together the two halves of the coconut shell, or gluing it together. Finally, they secure the coconut to a tree with a rope, retreat into the jungle and wait. 

Sooner or later, the unsuspecting monkey swings by, smells the delicious orange, and discovers its location inside the coconut. The monkey then slips his hands inside the small hole, grasps the orange, and tries to pull it through the hole. Of course, the orange won’t come out; it’s too big for the hole. To no avail, the persistent monkey continues to pull, and pull, never realizing the danger he’s in. While the monkey struggles with the orange, the hunters simply stroll in and capture the monkey by throwing a net over him. Now as long as the monkey keeps his fist wrapped around the orange, the monkey is trapped. The poor monkey could save its life if it would only let go of the orange. It rarely occurs to a monkey, however, that it can’t have both the orange and its freedom. That delicious orange becomes a deadly trap. 

(Show the trap.) The world sets traps for you that are not unlike the monkey trap. You hear constantly that if you just have enough money, enough stuff, enough power, enough prestige, then you’ll be happy. Under this illusion, people spend their whole lives trying to pull the orange out of the coconut. Oh, my friends, don’t fall for it. Don’t be trapped by thinking you must have it all. What the world offers appears delicious, but it eventually robs us of our freedom, our happiness, and even our life. Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36) Therefore, the most important things in life are what we need to strive for, and that’s living for the Saviour. 

So the cliff is tempting. Oh, it looks so fun. It looks so good. Those kids were looking at it, and thinking, “Wow! It looks so wonderful!” But, my friends, we need to flee from temptation. The Bible says, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13) There’s always a way of escape if we’re looking for it. See, we’ve got to look for the way out, and if we don’t, then we will get ourselves into trouble. Oh, get away from the temptation! Avoid all appearance of evil! Stay away from the cliff. 

Now I want to share with you another thing about the dangerous cliff. The cliff is exciting. See, the cliff, or sin if you will, can be exciting. 

There was a young boy named Sammy whose summer days were filled with walking through the woods, playing with friends, and fishing in the pond down the dirt road. Fishing was, by far, his favorite thing to do. Just about every day during the summer vacation, he would dig up some worms and head off for a day of fishing. This steaming hot day was like most others during Sammy's summer break. Waking early, he could hear the pond calling him to come fish. Sammy quietly walked out the front door, grabbed his pitchfork and worm pail from the porch, and walked into the woods to search for bait. He turned over old stumps, and dug under leaves, hoping to find worms. Under one old stump, he hit the jackpot. The ground was covered. In two minutes, he had all the bait he needed, and in fifteen minutes, he was at the pond. 

Reaching into his bait bucket, Sammy pulled out a big worm. He double-hooked it, and tossed it into the water. He noticed a stinging in his hand, but, filled with excitement of the moment, he paid no attention to it. Within thirty seconds, Sammy had a strike and pulled in a nice catfish. “Wow!” he thought. “A fish in the first minute? This is unbelievable!” He hurried to re-bait his hook and tried his luck again. Once again, he felt a stinging sensation as he threw his hook into the pond. But he felt like he didn’t have time to worry with it, and within just a few seconds, he had another huge fish. He fumbled the next time he baited his hook. His hand felt numb and stiff, but Sammy was too excited about catching another fish to give it much thought. 

At the end of only an hour of fishing, Sammy had caught eight large fish. This was definitely his best fishing day ever. He was so proud of his accomplishment even though there was plenty of day left to fish, he threw the heavy stringer of fish over his shoulder and dashed down the road toward home to show off his catch to his mom and dad. 

The local sheriff happened to drive up alongside of Sammy and started to congratulate him on the catch of fish. With a smile and a victory whoop, Sammy held up the stringer. The sheriff gasped a gasp, parked his car, and rushed over to Sammy. His eyes hadn't deceived him. Sammy’s arms were really red and swollen to about twice their normal size. “Exactly where have you been and what bait did you use to catch all those fish?” the sheriff asked Sammy, already guessing the answer. 

“Oh, I found some special bait under an old stump.” Sammy boasted. “These worms really wiggle good.” He commented, handing up the bait bucket for inspection. After a close look at the worms, the sheriff went into fast-forward. Securing the bucket in his trunk, he then scooped Sammy and his stringer of fish into the back seat of his patrol car. Spinning and u-turning on the gravel road, he sped off to the hospital, but Sammy was already dead. 
What the sheriff had discovered was that Sammy had been fishing with baby rattlesnakes. Sammy’s deadly bait brought him a good morning of fishing, but cost him his life. Had Sammy stopped fishing after that first sting, he could have been saved. One bite from a baby rattler won’t kill a person who gets treatment in time, but Sammy was having fun and didn’t bother himself with the small voice of pain in his hand. Then, as his hand grew numb, even that small voice was silenced. 

Playing around with sin is like using baby rattlesnakes for bait. Sinning seems harmless to young people who don’t recognize sin and aren’t aware of its deadly consequences. The more sin you get into, however, the more numb you become to its sting. In the excitement of the moment, you ignore the still, small voice of God warning you of danger and encouraging you to choose life instead of death, to get away from sin. Oh, stay away from sin! Stay away from the dangerous cliff! 

------------------------youth---------------------------------------

(Visual - snake) “Oh,” you say, “it’s so much fun to watch all these movies. They’ve just got a little bad stuff in them.” I like what my mom said, “Oh, would you like for me to take your food, and just put a little dog poop in? Would you be satisfied? It’s just got a little bit of bad stuff in it.” No. It’s got terrible dog poo-poo in there. You say, “Well, I shouldn’t kiss or touch my boyfriend, but it feels so good.” Oh, get away from that dangerous cliff! You say, “Well, I’ll just stay away from church a little while.” Oh, be careful! Oh, be sure your sin will find you out. Maybe you have said, “I’ve read the Bible enough. I’m just going to take it easy, and not read my Bible.” Bam! You get into problems. Sin is a very deadly thing. 

You say, “It’s OK, these video games. It’s OK, this music. It’s making me feel good!” No, it’s destroying your mind. It’s destroying your life. Get away from the bad stuff. Oh, get away from it. You say, “I like these people. They’re my friends!” No, they’re going to destroy you. They’re going to pull you down. Get away from that wrong crowd! You say, “Oh, man, it’s cool to drink the beer, shoot up the drugs, smoke the cigarettes. It feels so good.” No, it’s going to destroy your life. Oh, you think somebody who woke up in the gutter of Chicago thought that one little drink would lead them to that destruction? Or maybe in Mexico City, how someone taking those drugs ended up in the streets? Do you think that they thought that one little thing was going to lead them to destruction? Oh, be sure your sin will find you out! 

The Bible says, "There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes, but yet is not washed from its filthiness." (Proverbs 30:12) Oh, you think it’s ok, but it’ll destroy your life. “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

My friends, the cliff is tempting. Secondly, the cliff is exciting. Thirdly, the cliff is devastating. 

Now let me finish that story I was telling you earlier. James and Johnny were having such a great time and having so much fun. Then James ran across and jumped over. Oh, he was having such a great time on the other side. Then Johnny took off behind him, and Johnny jumped, and he didn’t quite get his feet on the other side. So he was hanging on, and he cried out for help. He said, “James! James! Help me! James, help me!” James ran over as he was diving over to help, but Johnny’s hands were falling down, and then Johnny fell to his death. Oh, my friends, the cliff was so tempting to them. It was so exciting, and then it ended up being devastating to them. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) The Bible also says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Galatians 6:7) Oh, you’re playing with that cliff, and it’s going to destroy your life. I’m saying to you, Stay away from the cliff! Stay away from that sin! Get away from all appearance of evil!

A while back, newspapers carried a story about an elderly lady who lived in a big Cyprus swamp in Florida. Her home was an old shack located by a small pond. Every day, the lady went out to the pond to draw water. In the pond lived an alligator. Despite the danger, the lady allowed this alligator to live in the pond for years. It seemed tame. She didn’t bother the gator, and the gator didn’t bother her. 

However, one day, while she was drawing water from the pond, the gator swam under the water, and then plunged up, grabbing the woman’s hand with his mighty jaws. She tried pulling her hand out of his mouth, but the gator ripped it off. Bleeding profusely, the terrified and stunned, old woman crawled back to her shack, and called for help. Paramedics finally arrived, and she received medical attention.

The next day, the park ranger found the alligator in the pond and killed it. When they cut the alligator open, they found the old woman’s hand. The park ranger told the reporter, “Alligators are most dangerous when they lose their fear of humans. By allowing an alligator to remain in your pond, you unknowingly give it the courage to attack.” Oh, the lady still lives in the swamp, but there are no longer any alligators in her pond. 

The Scripture clearly teaches us that the wages of sin is death, yet too many times, we think that we can play with sin in our lives, and not suffer the consequences, but my friends, eventually, it will take a bite out of us. Oh, be sure your sin will find you out! 

-------------------------youth--------------------------------------

See, sin causes sickness. Sin causes disease. Sin causes heartaches. Sin causes failure. Sin causes pain. Sin causes suffering. Sin hurts others. Sin is like a cancer. It steals, kills, and destroys. Oh, I’m reminded of Eve in the Garden of Eden, and she was enjoying the great place there, and then Satan appeared in serpent form, and tempted Eve, saying, “Has God said that you shouldn’t eat all the fruits? Just eat of this fruit; it will make you so very wise.” So she saw that it looked so nice, and thought, “Wow, look what it could offer me.” So she took of that fruit, she put it in her mouth, and BAM! Sin entered the world! Oh, destruction has come because of that. My friends, I say to you, Get away from sin! Stay away from the dangerous cliff before it destroys your life. See, the cliff was very tempting and exciting for the boys, but it brought devastation and destruction. Oh, get away from the dangerous cliff! 

I’m reminded of Lucifer. When he was created, he was so beautiful, and he was so wonderful to look at, but one day, pride was found in him. He said, “I want to be like the most High God.” And he fell because of his pride. And this world’s all messed up because he got prideful. Oh, pride can destroy our lives. Remember, the Bible says, “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Listen to me very carefully. A beautiful young girl with bouncy curls was almost five. Waiting with her mother at the checkout stand, she saw a circle of glistening, white pearls in a pink foil box. “Oh, please, Mommy! Can I have them? Please, Mommy, can I have the pearls?” 

Her mother checked the back of the little box, and said, “Jenny, these pearls cost $1.95. If you really want them, I think I’ll have some extra chores you can do to raise your allowance. It won’t take long for you to save the money to buy them yourself.” Her mother was right. After only two weeks, Jenny had enough money saved for the pearls. Her mother took her back to the store where Jenny proudly counted out her money to the cashier. 

Jenny loved those pearls. They made her feel pretty and grown up. She wore them everywhere she went, even to bed. The only time she took them off was when she had to take a bubble bath. Her mother said if they got wet, they might turn her neck green. 

Jenny also had a very loving daddy. Every night when she was ready for bed, her daddy would stop whatever he was doing and come upstairs to read her a story. One night when he finished the story, he said to Jenny, “I love you, Sweetheart. Do you love me?” 

“Oh, yes, Daddy,” Jenny replied. “You know that I love you.”

“Then give me your pearls,” her father said. 

Jenny was confused. “Oh, Daddy! Not my pearls!” she said. “But you can have Princess, the white horse from my collection. Remember, Daddy? The one you gave me last year? She’s my favorite. You can have her.”

Jenny's father said, “That’s OK, Honey. Daddy loves you. Goodnight.” And he brushed her cheek with a kiss. 

About a week later, after the story time, Jenny’s daddy said once again, “I sure do love you, Sweetheart. Do you love me?” 

“Daddy, you know I love you.”

“Then give me your pearls.”

Jenny was confused again. “Oh, Daddy! Not my pearls. But you can have my baby doll, the brand-new one I got for my birthday. She’s so beautiful. You can have the yellow blanket that matches her sleeper too.”

“That’s OK,” Jenny’s father said. “Daddy loves you. Goodnight.” And as always, he gave her a gentle kiss. 

A few nights later, when her daddy came in, Jenny was sitting on her bed. As he came close, he noticed her chin was trembling, and one silent tear rolled down her cheek. “What is it, Jenny? What’s the matter?”

Jenny didn’t say anything, but lifted her hand up to her daddy, and when she opened it, there was her little pearl necklace. With a little quiver, she finally said, “Here, Daddy. It’s for you. I love you.”

With tears gathering in his eyes, Jenny’s dad reached down with one hand to take the necklace. With the other hand, he reached into his pocket, and pulled out a blue velvet case, and gave it to Jenny. When she opened it, she found a beautiful strand of real pearls. Wow! 

My friends, what are you hanging onto? What kind of cheap things are you holding onto that are keeping you from receiving the blessings your Heavenly Father wants to pour out on you? 

------------------------------youth---------------------------------

Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) Oh, if we’ll put Jesus first, he will make everything right. Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” (Matthew 10:39) Oh, my friends, the Lord always has the best in store for us. Let’s just let go of our dreams, our desires, our cliffs, and say, “I’ll stay away from it. I’ll live for Christ.” Oh, Jesus said, “...for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5) Oh, we can’t do anything great of ourselves, but with the Lord’s help, we can, because we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Oh, Jesus suffered, bled, and died on the Cross to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell so we can go to Heaven. That’s how much Jesus loves you and me. So why don’t we let Jesus have control? Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Oh, why don’t you come to Jesus so He can set you free? 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Maybe you’re here today, and you say, “The truth is, I don’t know for sure I’m going to Heaven. I don’t want to die and go to Hell. I want Jesus to save me. Please pray for me.” Lift up your hand.

Who would say today, “I want to give my life to Jesus. He gave His life for me. I want to give my life to Him.”? Raise your hand.

Who would say, “Wow, I’ve been playing around with this cliff of sin, this particular sin of mine is going to destroy me. Right now I’m giving it to Jesus. There are some things, Jesus is speaking to me about. I’m giving it to Him today.”? Lift up your hand. Thank you. 
