(1) A good fisherman uses different methods.

a. The message (the Gospel) always stays the same, but methods can change.

b. For example, some fishermen use nets, poles, bombs (
c. Brother Hyles was a great soul winner and has encouraged many people to be soul winners.  He always liked trotline fishing.  Let me explain.  Brother Hyles said, “When I was a little boy, I fished in the creek near our house.  I fished for crappie.  I would get one hook, one line, one pole, and fish.  One day I noticed a fellow beside me who had two hooks and two minnows on one line.  I thought that was a tremendous idea.  Perhaps that would even double the amount of fish that I would catch.  So I put another hook on my line.  Later, I added the third hook to the same line.  It wasn’t long that the tremendous idea dawned upon me that I had two hands; consequently, I made two poles.  When I say I made two poles, I mean I made two poles.  We used the limb of a tree and I put three hooks and three minnows on each pole.  Finally, I decided to make a third pole. Consequently, I had three hooks on three different poles, giving me nine chances to catch the fish instead of the previous one chance.”
· “One day I saw some men coming out on a creek in a boat.  They went down the creek a bit and pulled up a big line, and there was a big twelve-pound catfish on one hook and another big catfish on another.  I said, ‘Fellows, what kind of fishing do you call that?’”

· “They said, ‘It is trotline fishing.’”

· “‘That is for me,’  I said.  ‘Never again will I fish with one hook and one minnow and one pole.  I want to put many hooks in the water.’”

· “Now, the average church fishes with one hook, one minnow, one line, and one pole.  This is the preaching of the Gospel from the pulpit.  We at First Baptist Church have many hooks in the water.  We throw our trotline in the water after the Sunday evening service ends.  Then, all week long, we keep the hooks out in the water.  On Sunday morning during the invitation we simply pull the hooks out of the water and see how many fish we find on each hook.”

· Here are a few of the hooks they have for winning souls to Christ:  the visitation team, pastor’s visitation, deacons’ visitation, staff’s visitation, Sunday school teacher’s visitation, rescue mission, bus ministry, retarded children’s class, Spanish-speaking class, teen visitation, ladies’ visitation, drug addiction program, and they have many other hooks in the water as well.  My friends, the opportunities are limitless.  Basically you just look for the different needs and wants of the people in your area and reach out to meet those needs by giving them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  As someone once said, “He who preaches to broken hearts will never lack an audience.”  Everybody in the world needs a relationship with God, and that can only be accomplished when they accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour.  Let’s do all we can to reach others with the Gospel.

d. A great preacher once said that his philosophy is that as long as it is legal and moral (in accordance with the Bible), and will give him an opportunity to reach more people with the Gospel, he will use it.  I like that.

e. Let’s do whatever we can do to reach more people with the Gospel.

i. Let’s go fishing for Jesus!
(2) A good fisherman is sad when he doesn’t catch fish.
a. I know sometimes when we go out, maybe nobody gets saved.  Listen to me, even if this happens, we are doing the right thing.  We are trying to keep people from going to Hell.  But it ought to break our hearts if nobody gets saved.

b. Listen to me!  There are people out there that want to be saved – that want to go to Heaven.  We need to fish for them.  We need to find them.  We need to look for them.  We need to search for them.  We need to help them.  We need to love them.  

c. Psalm 126:5-6 says, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”
d. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  (Galatians 6:7b)
i. Let’s go fishing for Jesus!

(3) A good fisherman draws the net.

a. David Wood, a great evangelist, once wrote: 
· “It’s been said of preachers in the pulpit that a fair message with a great invitation is much more effective than a great message with a poor invitation.  The same applies to soul winning.  We are to lead people to Christ, not merely make a presentation and walk off.”  

· “In fact, the Bible instructs us to compel or persuade.  This can never be done effectively without a good invitation.  Granted, in some cases the sinner will not be ready to accept Christ, but since we can’t know what’s going on inside his heart, we should endeavor to draw the net and see if he is ready.”
· “The term ‘drawing the net’ is an old fisherman’s term for landing the fish.  By drawing the net I mean leading the person to Christ after showing him the Gospel.  It is at this point that we understand our task and privilege of being a soul winner, and that we do actually lead others to Jesus.  I am convinced that many precious souls could be won if only the personal worker would draw the net.  In my early attempts at soul winning, I let so many prospects slip through because I did not know much about drawing the net.”
· “Most Christians are fairly confident when it comes to bringing up the subject of salvation, but stop without actually giving the person the opportunity to receive Christ.  There must be a time when faith reaches out and accepts the gift that was made available because of Calvary.”  (The Jerusalem Factor, pages 142-143)
b. We are to persuade people – The Bible says, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.”  (II Corinthians 5:11a); we are to compel people – The Bible says, “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. (Luke 14:23b); we are to snatch people out of Hell – The Bible says, “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”  (Jude 23)

c. Not drawing the net or not giving the invitation is like a man saying to a woman, “I love you.  I want to spend the rest of my life with you…”  but not asking her to marry him.

d. It is like at Christmas, someone having a beautiful wrapped present with your name on it and describing how great it is, but not offering it to you.

e. My friends, we need to draw the net.  We need to invite people to accept Christ as their Saviour.
f. You need to ask them if they would like to receive Jesus as their Saviour.  And if they do, then lead them in a sinner’s prayer.

i. Let’s go fishing for Jesus!

Conclusion:  How can we be good fishermen?

1. A good fisherman is always looking to catch fish.

2. A good fisherman wants to catch many fish.

3. A good fisherman uses the right bait.

4. A good fisherman goes fishing in the best places.

5. A good fisherman goes fishing at the best times.

6. A good fisherman uses different methods.

7. A good fisherman is sad when he doesn’t catch fish.

8. A good fisherman draws the net.

*  During World War I, in the days of trench warfare, a country boy from the hills of Kentucky joined the army.  The other men in his platoon laughed at his accent and thought he didn’t know much.  One day there was a call to charge into the “no man’s land” toward the enemy trenches.  The platoon charged under heavy fire.  Finally, there was a call to retreat.  When they got back to their own trenches, they realized that the country boy was missing.  They felt sad that he had died.  But a little while later, through the clearing smoke, they were amazed to see the country boy walking toward them with his gun on a enemy soldier who was walking in front of him.  The men said, “Where did you get him?”  The country boy said, “Over yonder in a ditch.”  Then he said, “You could have one, if you wanted one.”
*  Speaking of fishing and fishes, there is a great story in the Bible about a lad who had 5 barley loaves and 2 small fishes.  The Bible says in John 6:1-13, “After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.  And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased.  And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples.  And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.  When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?  And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do.  Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him,  There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many?  And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.  And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.  When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.  Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.”

*  That little boy gave what he had, and Jesus used it to feed thousands of people.

*  If you will give your life and your soul winning to God, He can use it to reach multitudes of people with the Gospel.

*  Luke 1:37 says, “For with God nothing shall be impossible.”  God can use you in great and mighty ways.

*  Let’s go reach people for Jesus!  Amen!

