(Visual - the cross and real Jesus banner)
"The Motivation of the Cross"
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Matthew chapter 16, verse 24. Matthew chapter 16, verse number 24. The Bible says in Matthew chapter 16, verse number 24-25, "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it." 

My friends, there is nothing like living for the Lord Jesus Christ and putting Him first in everything that you say and do. Jesus said that we are to follow Him by taking up our cross. So let's take up the cross and be willing to suffer or do whatever we need to do so that other people may know Christ as their Saviour. Jesus also said, "And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me." (Matthew 10:38) Oh, Jesus is saying we are not worthy of Him if we are not willing to take up our cross or be willing to suffer or do whatever it takes to reach others for Christ. That is why I want to speak to you today on the subject, "The Motivation of the Cross." Oh, let's do all we can to tell others about the cross of Christ.

Let's pray. "Lord, help us to see the importance of the cross and to lift up the Lord Jesus Christ in everything we say and do. In Jesus' name, Amen." 

Can you imagine in the early church some leader calling the Christians together and saying, "Hey, not enough of you are showing up to the catacombs service. I want you to give ten percent of your income to support the catacombs. By the way, where are you headed right now?"

"Oh, we are going to die in the Colosseum for our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." Wow!

Let me ask you a question. Do you think any early Christian was persuaded to die in the Colosseum by some preacher? You think anyone went to the guillotine and put his head down and had his head severed from his body because a preacher offered him a prize of a family Bible if he did? The motivation of those in the New Testament, those in the early centuries who died horribly was that Jesus had died for them. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus died for us, but what are we doing for Him? Are we willing to take up our cross and suffer and die that others may know Christ as their Saviour? We haven't started doing one iota for Jesus until we have given our life's blood for Him. That would be the only time that you could come close to being for Jesus what He has been to you. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, but what are we doing to tell others about Him?

Now, Mohammad came to teach, Buddha came to demonstrate, Hinduism came from tradition, secular humanism came to boost the egocentricity of man. But Jesus Christ came as Saviour. Jesus came to save us from our sins and to redeem us. A message comes from Calvary that could originate from no other place. Even His name Jesus is the Hebrew word Joshua. He shall save His people. That name means, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son." (John 3:16)

My friends, where did God give Him? God gave Jesus on Calvary. "That whosoever believeth in him should not perish." What does that perish mean? That they might not perish in an everlasting fire. Had Jesus merely wanted to teach you, He would have lived to be ninety years old instead of thirty-three. He could have taught more in ninety years then He did in thirty-three. But Jesus came not to primarily to teach. Jesus came mainly to die. 

The message is that a person can be saved and saved for ever if he will trust in Jesus as his personal Saviour. Jesus died on the cross to set us free. Let's lift up the cross of Christ. Let's tell others about Jesus. Let's take up our cross and be willing to do whatever it takes to tell others about Jesus. Oh, that is the motivation of the cross - to tell this world that Jesus saves, that Jesus loves them, and Jesus will take them to heaven some day. 

Oh, let's take up our cross and follow Jesus. Jesus said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." (Luke 9:23) Every day we need to lift up Jesus Christ in all that we say and do. The Bible says, "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ." (Acts 5:42) We need to do something every day to tell others about Jesus. 

The Lord was adding to the church every day because they were winning souls every day. We need to do something every day to tell others about Jesus. We need to lift up the cross daily. We need to lift up Jesus. We need to do something every day to tell others about Jesus. Oh, are we following Jesus? Jesus said, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." (Matthew 4:19) If we are following Jesus, then we are going to be reaching other people for Christ. 

The Bible says, "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God." (I Corinthians 1:18) Oh,  if we will preach the cross, it will make a difference and people will get saved. The Bible says, "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." (Galatians 6:14) Oh, my friends, the cross should motivate you to go out and reach others for Christ and to make a difference in this world. Oh, the cross should motivate us to reach others for Christ. 

My friends, Jesus gave His life for us on the cross. The Bible says, "And that he {Jesus} might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." (Ephesians 2:16) The Bible speaking of Jesus, says, "And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." (Philippians 2:8) The Bible also says, "And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven." (Colossians 1:20) Oh, Jesus shed His blood on the cross to forgive us of all our sins and save us from hell so we can go to heaven. 

The Bible says, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2) Jesus gave His life for us on the cross that we might have eternal life. The motivation of the cross should send us all over the world to preach the gospel to every creature. 

Dr. H. A. Ironside in his booklet "Full Assurance" tells of a visit James Parker, of Plainfield, New Jersey made to the hospital. The nurse indicated a bed surrounded with a  white screen and whispered, "The poor man is dying. The priest has been here and administered the last sacraments. He cannot live long."

Mr. Parker begged to go inside the screen and permission was granted. As he looked down upon the dying man, he observed a crucifix on his bosom. He stooped over and lifted it. The sick man lifted up his eyes and looked distressed. The man whispered, "Put it back. I want to die with it on my breast."

The visitor pointed out the figure pictured on the cross and said fervently, "He is a wonderful Saviour."

"Yes, yes. I love the crucifix. Put it back, please. I hope it will help me to die well."

Then the visitor said, "Not the crucifix, but the One Who died on the cross, the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus died to save you."

The man looked bewildered. Then his face brightened and he said, "Oh, I see it. It is not the crucifix but the One Who died for me. I see it, sir. Oh, I see it. I never understood it before."

Mr. Parker offered a brief prayer and left. In a few moments he saw the body being wheeled out of the ward. The man had died. Oh, my friends, that man realized that the crucifix with Jesus on the cross wasn't the truth, it wasn’t the full story because the cross that we are talking about is an empty cross. Because Jesus was buried and then Jesus rose from the dead. Oh, our Saviour is alive and well and He is not dead on the cross. The cross that we are to uplift is that Jesus died on the cross but He rose from the dead. Let's lift up the cross of Christ. Oh, it is an empty cross, and it proves that one day we can be with Him. 

A legend is told of a dying man to whom Satan brought a parchment containing a list of the man's sins throughout all his life. His actions were pictured and the story was made vivid to him as the tempter demanded an answer to this question: "Where are your virtues among so many sins? What chances have you in the judgment before God?"

The dying man answered, "You have not kept the full account. That is only the debit side. There is a credit side. Opposite your dark picture, you should have painted a cross and opposite that long list of sins you should have written these words 'The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sins.'"

At the mention of the name of Jesus Christ and the efficiency of His precious blood, Satan vanished from there. Oh, listen to me. The cross of Christ gives us the victory, and we need to go everywhere telling people about the cross of Jesus, that Jesus gave His life so that they could go to heaven. We need to take up the cross and be willing to do whatever it takes to get the gospel out. 

An old Hindu priest sat on the ground with the rest of his people. He became increasingly restless as the word picture developed. So this Christ who came to save the world had been seized and mocked by the very persons he had sought to help, had endured the trial, the judgment, and the cross? Finally, as he heard the word spoken by the suffering, deserted Saviour, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do," the old man could stand it no longer. Rushing forward he fell prostrate and crying out, "We want you to leave India. We want you to leave India."

When the preacher asked why, the Hindu implored, "Because we have no story like this. No Saviour who lived a sinless life, died for His enemies, and prayed for those who took His life. If you keep telling this story to our people, they will forsake our temples and follow your Saviour."

Oh, my friends, that is what it is. If we will lift up the cross of Christ, we can make a difference. Oh, Jesus said "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) Let's tell everybody about Jesus and truly make a difference.

Down south in the United States where his memory is still revered, they tell you this story of the late General John B. Gordon. Years after the Civil War, Gordon was a candidate for the United States senatorship. The day when his name was to be put in the nomination as a state legislator, in that body was a man who had been a comrade of Gordon during the war. But for some reason the man had resentment and so the man had decided to vote against the general. When the time came, the roll was being called for the voting. 

Presently this old soldier's name was reached, and he rose to cast his vote against the man by whose side he had fought all through the great struggle of four years. As the man arose, his eyes fell upon a scar on General Gordon's face, the mark of his valor and the suffering for the cause to which he had literally given his life’s blood in battle. 

Immediately the old soldier was stricken with remorse. As he saw this token of sacrifice, his scar, and remembered the suffering of the man by whose side he had himself fought, he cried out with great emotion, "I cannot vote against this man. I'd had forgotten his scars. Oh, I had forgotten his scars."

Listen to me. Jesus Christ suffered, bled, and died for you. Jesus was scarred so that we can be forgiven of our sins. Oh, have we forgotten the scars of Jesus? Have we forgotten the cross? Let's think about what Jesus went through for us, and let's lift up our cross and do whatever it takes to tell others about Christ. 

My friends, are you willing to pay the price so that someone else may know Christ as his Saviour? The cross has to deal with suffering, punishment, pain, and a price that has to be paid. We as Christians need to be willing to pay the price that others may know Christ as their Saviour. Are we willing to pay the price? 

Jesus paid the price for us to set us free, so let's be willing to pay the price and do whatever it takes to reach others for Christ. Let's lift up the cross of Christ. Let's take up the cross.

I happened to be reading something about an evangelist in the 1950's, who said, "I remember preaching in Dallas, Texas early in the ministry. About 40,000 people attended each night. One evening only a few people responded to the appeal to receive Jesus Christ." The evangelist said, "Discouraged, I left the platform. Now a German business man was there, a devout man of God. He put his arm around me and said, 'Do you know what was wrong tonight? You didn't preach the cross. Oh, you didn't preach the cross.' The next night I preached on the blood of Christ, and a great host of people responded to receive Christ as Saviour." Oh, when we proclaim the gospel of Christ, when we preach Christ crucified and risen, there is built-in power to it. Oh, there is power in the gospel of Christ. 

One hundred years before that, a reporter attended the Great British evangelistic campaigns of evangelist D.L. Moody wrote something remarkably similar. Referring to the great crowds attending Moody's meetings, the London journalist wrote, "One cannot help but ask a question. What is the magical power which draws together these mighty multitudes and holds them spellbound? Is it worldly rank or wealth or learning or oratory of the preacher, Moody? No. For Moody is possessed of little of these. What is the answer then? It is the simple lifting up of the cross of Christ - the holding forth of the Lord Jesus Christ before the eyes of the people."

Jesus said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) Oh, let's lift up Jesus. Let's let the motivation of the cross move us to go all over the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

It is said that when the Moravians began their mission in Greenland, they found that the natives were so ignorant that they decided to begin by educating them. The results were so utterly disappointing that they decided to leave. While waiting for a vessel, one of the missionaries began translating a portion of the gospels and thought he would test his translation by reading it. After he had read of the sufferings and death of Jesus, there was period of silence. Then the chief arose and asked the missionary to read it again. When he had finished, the chief said, "What you read is true. You say it is true. Then why did you not tell us that at first? You must not leave us now. We will listen to your words of the man who suffered for us." Oh, they wanted to know more about Jesus.

Oh, the cross of Jesus Christ conquered where education failed. It is the cross of Jesus Christ that will make the difference. Let's let the motivation of the cross stir us to reach others for Christ. There are people all around the world that want to know that Jesus loves them, that Jesus died for them. So let's go and tell them about the cross. 

(Visual - real Jesus banner) Oh, my friends, Jesus gave His life for you on the cross. Listen to me very carefully. As Dr. Truman Davis contemplated the story of Christ, it dawned on him that he didn't know the actual immediate cause of death for a victim of crucifixion. So he began to study the ancient practice of torture and death by fixation to a cross. 

The preliminary scourging was done with the victim naked, his arms tied to posts above his head. The heavy whip is brought down with full force again and again across Jesus' shoulders, back, and legs. At first the throngs cut through the skin only. Then, as the blows continue, they cut deeper until the half-fainting victim is untied and allowed to slump to the pavement, wet in his own blood. 

A heavy cross is laid across his shoulders. But in spite of his efforts to walk erect, the weight of the heavy cross, together with the shock produced by the copious blood loss, is too much. He stumbles and falls. The rough wood gouges into his lacerated skin and muscles of the shoulders. He tries to rise, but human muscles have been pushed beyond their endurance. 

At the site of the execution, the cross is thrown down, and the victim is pushed to the ground, his arms stretched over the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the wrists. He drives a heavy iron nail through the wrist and into the wood. Quickly he moves to the other side. Jesus is hauled up and lifted up onto on an upright post. Then it is dropped into the ground. The left foot is now pressed backwards against the right foot and with both feet extended toes go down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving these moderately flexed. The victim is now crucified. 

As he slowly sags down with more weight on the nails in the wrist, excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain. The nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves. As he pushes himself up to avoid the stretching torment, he places his full weight on the nail through his feet. Again there is a searing agony tearing through nerves between the bones of the feet. 

At this point as the arms fatigue, great waves of cramp sweep over the muscles, knotting them in deep relentless throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push himself upward. Hanging by his arms, the chest muscles are paralyzed and the intercoastal muscles are unable to act. So air can be drawn into the lungs but cannot be exhaled. The victim fights to raise himself up in order to get even one short breath. 

Finally carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially subside. Spasmodically he is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in life-giving oxygen. It was undoubtedly during these periods that Jesus uttered the seven short sayings, like, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." (Luke 23:34) 

Oh, Jesus died after six hours of grueling crucifixion. Apparently to make doubly sure of death, the legionnaire drove his lance through the fifth interspace between the ribs upward through the pericardium and into his heart. There was an escape of water from the sack surrounding the heart, giving postmortem evidence that our Lord died not the usual crucifixion death by suffocation but of heart failure - a broken heart due to the shock and constriction of the heart by fluid in the sac surrounding the heart. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus' heart was broken for you. Oh, Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying on the cross to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell, so that we could go to heaven. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, so let's give our lives to go out and reach others for Him. Oh, Let's lift up the cross of Jesus. Let's take up the cross and do whatever it takes to reach others for Christ.

Oh, my friends, who would say today, "I will take up the cross. I will reach others for Christ."? Lift up your hand. Oh, you step out and come forward now.

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus was giving His heart, His life, and His precious blood for us so that we can go to heaven. So let's live for Jesus.
