(Visual - hell banner and real Jesus banner)
"There Is A Hell"
Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to help, so open your Bibles to Luke chapter 16, and verse number 19.  Luke chapter 16, and verse 19.  The Bible says in Luke 16:19, " There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead."  (Luke 16:19-31)

My friends, Jesus tells us this story about a man who went to hell and was crying out, "Help! Help! Help!" because there was so much torment and pain and suffering. Now, the most unpopular subject a preacher can choose is that of Hell. Yet the Bible has almost as much to say about hell as any other subject. I cannot ignore it, even though it makes people uncomfortable.  (Let's pray.)
My friends, the word hell is used in thousands of conversations in hundreds of different ways every day. Some people us it in swearing. Others use it to describe their lives.

I heard of an alcoholic, saying that he was enduring a living hell. A woman wrote that she has been married only two years, but her home is already a hell on earth.

A preacher was flying over a city late at night, and down below he could see hundreds of flames belching forth into the sky from the steel mills. A man sitting next to him said, “It looks like hell, doesn’t it?”

Imagine looking into a volcano or into a consuming fire.  Hey, it reminds us of suffering, torment, and pain. Oh, this just gives us a picture of the awfulness of hell.

There is only one person who was ever qualified to speak authoritatively of the future life, and that is Christ. Jesus is the only person who ever lived on earth who actually knows what the future state of man apart from God will be.

We read in the New Testament some of the statements that Christ made about this place called Hell. Jesus said, “Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Jesus said, “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41)

I have heard some people say that they live by the Sermon on the Mount and therefore they do not believe in Hell. But listen to what Christ had to say in that sermon: “Whosoever shall say [to his brother], Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” (Matthew 5:22)

No one can read the Bible without recognizing that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). No one can read the Bible even casually without realizing that there is a day of reckoning and judgment coming. No one can read the Bible without recognizing that there is a Hell.

The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death,” and that death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. The Bible says, "For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:  (II Peter 2:4-5, 9) (Show hell banner.)

My friends, it was the awfulness of Hell that caused God to provide the marvelous atonement of Christ on the cross. If men had not been hopelessly lost and on the road to an eternity of darkness, God would not have allowed His Son to die for man’s redemption.

The cross of Christ is a roadblock that keeps men from plunging into the pit of despair. If we ignore the cross, we forfeit eternal life. Eternal death means the eternal separation from God which is Hell. This is all a result of sin and of deliberately rejecting Christ, who is God’s offer of pardon to the human race.

Christ has told us enough for us to know that Hell is a place to be shunned. Jesus considered it so awful in its darkness, its separation, and its agony that He spoke at length, both to the multitudes and to His disciples, about its terrors. Jesus told men to flee from hell.

Jesus said, “It is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire” (Mark 9:47). Jesus used every descriptive word at His command to warn men to flee the wrath of God that will fall upon sinners who reject God’s plan of salvation.

Essentially and basically, Hell is separation from God. It is “the second death,” which is described as banishment from the presence of all that is good and righteous. The Bible has other fearful descriptions concerning the awful condition in which the soul without Christ will find itself after death.

Oh, the Bible says hell is a lake of fire.  It’s a horrible tempest.  It's a bottomless pit.  It's a place of sorrows.  It's a place where they wail.  It's a place of weeping.  The Bible says it's a place of torment, a place of filthiness where they curse.  A place of outer darkness where they have no rest.  A place where people cry, “Help, Help” but there is no answer to their cry.  A place where they scream for mercy.  A place of everlasting punishment.  A place where they gnaw their tongues.  A place where there is blackness and darkness forever.  A place prepared for the Devil and his angels.  A place where they beg for one drop of water.  A place where their breath will be a living flame.  A place where they will be tormented with fire.  A place where they will be tormented with brimstone.  A place where there will be liars, whoremongers, and evil people.  A place where they do not want their loved ones to come.  A place where the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.  The Bible says that hell is a real place.  The Bible says, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”  (Revelation 21:8) (Put hell banner away.)

My friends, we will prepare for everything except death. We prepare for education; we prepare for business; we prepare for our careers; we prepare for marriage; we prepare for old age; we prepare for everything except the moment we are to die. But the Bible says, “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27).

Oh, God did not create man for hell. Man was made for fellowship with God. God did not make men for Hell, and He did not make Hell for men. Hell was created primarily for the devil and his angels—but if you insist upon rejecting Christ, then you are destined to spend eternity with the devil and his angels in a place called hell.

Oh, my friends, man is lost and going to hell and can do nothing to save himself. But I want you to realize that God did not require man to save himself. Oh, you cannot be good enough to get to heaven. God knows that you can't. That is why He sent His Son. If you could be good enough to get to heaven, then Jesus would have not had to die. Jesus had to suffer and bleed and die because you can never be good enough to get to heaven. Jesus died in your place to forgive you of your sins so that you can go to heaven.

On the banks of the Niagara Falls where the rapids begin to swell and swirl most desperately preparing to their final plunge is a signboard which bears the following sign: Past redemption point. Even while one feels the firm soil beneath his feet, a shiver of horrid passes through one’s soul as he looks off upon the turbulent waters and realizes the full significance of the sign. Past redemption point. None can go back if past that point. 

Listen to me. We are all past that point. There is no way that we can get to heaven on our own. We are all desperately lost and on our way to hell. But there is a way out. Oh, my friends, you need Jesus to save you. 

Many years ago, the government gave plots of ground to settlers who would go and settle upon the land in the United States, cultivating it, and building a home thereon. A pioneer couple just married were among some of the earlier settlers in the far Northwest, and how happy they were. One afternoon, the husband went to the nearby trading post for provisions. During the hours of the afternoon a terrible snowstorm blanketed the whole countryside. Darkness settled down. During the hours of that long night, the wife waved a lantern in the door of their humble cottage, hoping that by its light, her lover would find his way safely home. With the coming of the day, searchers set out. However, just a short distance from the cottage, they stumbled over the snow-covered, lifeless body of the young husband. Oh, he had perished within sight of his home. 

My friends, you are never going to be any closer to receiving Jesus as your Saviour, to be saved from hell and then one day to go to heaven, than you are at this moment. Today is the day of your salvation. Oh, you may never have another moment like this. Today is the day that you need to say, “Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from hell, and take me to heaven someday.” Oh, Jesus will answer that prayer. Oh, you will never be closer than you are today. Oh, tomorrow is not guaranteed. Receive Jesus today.

The Royal Charter ship had been around the world and was to touch her home dock at Liverpool the next morning. However, the Royal Charter ship went down in the night, losing almost all on board. 

The wife of the first mate was a member of Dr. Taylor’s church in Liverpool, and he was told that he must tell her that her husband was lost. He said that he felt like an executioner when he reached the cottage where they lived. He touched the doorbell, and a bright-faced sunny-haired little girl sprang out and said, "Oh, Dr. Taylor, I thought it was my papa. He is coming home today."

“When I stepped into the house,” said Dr. Taylor, “I found the breakfast table spread in the sitting room and the wife of the first mate came forward and said, ‘Dr. Taylor, you must excuse us for having the table here at this hour but you know my husband is coming home today, and if you will stay it will make the day so much better.’” 

Then Dr. Taylor said, “I took both of her hands in mine and held them for a moment and then said, ‘My poor lady, the Royal Charter went down last night and your husband was lost and can never come home again.’ She looked at him for just a moment and then as she drew away and she lifted up her hands and cried out, ‘Oh, my God! So near home, and yet lost!’”

Oh, my friends, some of you are so close today, but if you don't trust Christ, you are going to be lost and you will go to hell forever and ever. Oh, now is the time to receive Jesus. Oh, receive Jesus now. 

My friends, man is lost and going to hell. Man can do nothing to save himself. And God did not require man to save himself. That is why Jesus died so that we can go to heaven. 

A fellow said to a preacher on the train one day, "Oh, you preachers make me sick."

"I'm not a preacher," the man replied. "I wish I were. I don't know enough."

He said, "I don't care what you are. You Christians are always talking about a man going to hell because Adam sinned."

"No," I said, "You will never go to hell because Adam sinned. You will go to hell because you refuse the remedy of the Lord Jesus Christ provided for Adam’s sin." 

Now, don't you go to complaining about something that has been absolutely been taken care of for you. If you go to hell, you will go over the broken body of Jesus Christ Who died to keep you out of hell. Oh, Jesus died for you to save you from hell and to take you to heaven. (Show real Jesus banner.)

Oh, they hit Jesus with their fists. They spit in His face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns on His head, and blood came down His face. They took a whip and they ripped Jesus' back open. They beat Jesus and they beat Him and they beat Him. They drove spikes into His hands and His feet, and they nailed Him to the cross. Jesus hung on the cross and He suffered and He bled and He died to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven. Oh, Jesus died so that you could go to heaven. My friend, will you receive what Jesus has done for you? Oh, will you receive Jesus in your heart?

Years ago, there was a streamer crossing the Atlantic. A terrible storm arose and lifeboats were swept away. She sprung a leak and they summoned the men to pump the water out. They pumped and they pumped and they pumped, and the captain summoned his crew and said, "I've made a careful investigation. The leak is in the second hold, and at the present ratio of the increase of water, in 24 hours we will be at the bottom of the sea. Have I one that will volunteer to go to stop the leak? It is about as large as a man’s arm, and with some clothes you can stop it." 

The men said, “We would rather remain at the pump, sir.” They went back and pumped and pumped and pumped and pumped until men fainted at their post. Then the captain summoned the crew together and said, "Men, I have taken my bearings once again and made my investigations. At this ratio, in eight or ten hours we will be at the bottom of the sea. Haven't I one that will volunteer his life for the crew and the ship? Not one? Not one?"

The men stood speechless when suddenly one man stepped forth. The captain’s son saluted and said, "Yes, father, you have one. I will go." 

The son bad farewell to all, threw his arms around his father and kissed him and said goodbye. Taking with him a handful of clothing, he went to the hold and plunged down into the water. He found the leak and stuffed it with the rags and the burlap. However, he died. The men pumped and pumped and pumped and when the day had dawned, they could catch the sight of his body as it rolled with the ship as she rolled with the sea. She entered the harbor in safety, and today there stands a monument to perpetuate the memory of that man’s sacrifice. As ships sail into the harbor, it speaks volumes. 

Oh, my friends, this old world sprang a leak a long time ago, and she was settling down into hell. But Jesus said, “I’ll go and give My life so they don't have to go to hell and can go to heaven.” That’s why the Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

Oh, Jesus suffered and He bled and He died to save you from hell and take you to heaven some day. Will you trust in that? Will you say, “Lord Jesus, come into my heart, forgive me of my sins, save me from hell, and take me to heaven.”? Hey, Jesus will do it. Just like that. (Snap fingers.) Oh, Jesus wants to save you from hell. Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.” (Revelation 3:20) Oh, Jesus is knocking on your heart’s door, and Jesus says, “I love you. I died to save you from hell. I want to come into your heart and take you to heaven some day.” Oh, right now I want you to make the greatest decision in your whole life. I want you to say, “Jesus, come into my heart, save me from hell, and take me to heaven.” Right now you receive Jesus in your heart. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

