Don’t Be Ashamed of Jesus

Well, it is sure great to be here.  Isn't it wonderful to know Jesus as your Saviour?  Isn't it wonderful that Heaven's our home and one day we'll get to see Jesus Christ face to face?  Jesus said, “I will never leave you.”  I love that promise, folks.  Jesus will never leave us.  Let’s never be ashamed of Jesus.  Amen. 
Open your Bibles with me to Romans chapter 1, and verse number 16.  Romans chapter 1, and verse number 16.  When you have found your place in the Word of God, would you please stand for the reading of God's Word?  The Bible says in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”  Hey, I want to speak to you today on the subject, “Don’t be ashamed of Jesus.”  I want to ask each and every one of you a question today: Are you ashamed of Jesus?  Are you ashamed of Jesus?  You say, “Well, I'm not ashamed of Jesus.  I want to live for Him.”  However, are we really telling people about Jesus Christ, or are we ashamed of Jesus?  Jesus said this in the Bible: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”  (Matthew 10:32-33)  What is Jesus saying here?  He’s saying, “If you are ashamed of me, I will be ashamed of you.” Now, if we are saved, we are on our way to Heaven and Heaven is going to be a wonderful place with no more hurt or pain.  We are going to have a wonderful time with Jesus, but, you know, one day we'll stand before the judgment seat of Christ and we'll give an account for our lives. Now, we're going to heaven because we trust Jesus, but we'll have to give an account to Jesus for our lives. Can you imagine looking Jesus in the eye and saying, “I was ashamed of you”?  Imagine – Jesus looks you in the eye, knowing that you were ashamed of Him – oh, how sad that will be.  Let's never be ashamed of Jesus Christ. Let's glorify Jesus Christ in all that we say and do. 
Let's have a word of prayer.  “Dear Lord Jesus, thank you so much for everybody here and, Lord, help us never to be ashamed of Jesus.  Help us to always put Jesus first and glorify Him in all that we say and do.  Oh, Lord, bless this time.  Speak to our hearts, change lives, and save souls because of what's going to happen today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  You may be seated. 
Never be ashamed of Jesus.  Imagine, if you will, if you were trapped in a burning car and I was the only one around.  So I went at the risk of my own life to get you out of there, to save your life.  Well, of course, you fainted from the situation. But the next thing you know, you wake up in a hospital, and in a couple of days I come into the hospital with my hands and my face all bandaged up.  I say, “I just wanted to see how you were doing. And also I wanted to let you know that I was the one who saved your life.”  All of the sudden, you respond and say, “So what? Who cares?” And I would say, “Well, I don't want anything for it, but I just thought you might like to know that I saved your life.”  You say, “I don't care! Get out of here! I don't care that you saved my life!”  Oh, how ungrateful would that be! But, you know, my friends, many of us are like that with Jesus Christ. Jesus gave His life for us, but when it comes to telling other people about Him, we are ashamed of Jesus. How dare we do that!?  My friends, let’s never be ashamed of Jesus. Let’s do all we can to tell others about Christ. 
Dr. Walter Wilson tells of a young man who got saved in a meeting some years ago. He had been a wicked boy, spending his time in drinking and carousing. Someone invited him to attend a revival.  During the revival he became gloriously saved. Amen. The great hour of his conversion came at two o'clock in the morning as he knelt by his bed.  Then the boy went next door and rang the doorbell. The man of the house came sleepily to the door asking, “What do you want?”  The boy said, “I want to tell you what happened a few minutes ago. I got saved! The most glorious thing that ever happened to anyone happened to me! Jesus Christ saved me! I'm on my way to heaven!” Then he went across the street and he rang the doorbell of another friend who came to the door and said, “What do you mean waking me up at this hour?” The young man told him that Jesus had washed away his sins. Now he was saved and he wanted his friend to know about it. “Oh, I couldn't wait until morning to tell you the glad news; I had to tell you now.” The young convert began attending church. He sat on the front row, always carrying a big Bible. When the preacher asked him why such a big Bible, he answered, “Well, you said that we ought to confess Christ always. So I took all my money and bought the biggest Bible I could find. You see, I pass by the saloons and the pool halls where I used to go. The men line up outside to mock at me and laugh at me. The devil tried to tell me to put a small Bible in my pocket as I would walk by.  So I decided I would buy this big Bible to be a testimony for Jesus. I can't put it in my pocket; therefore I have to witness for Jesus Christ.” Amen. The young convert was trying to live with a purpose for Christ. He was not ashamed of Jesus. He was seeking to glorify Christ with his life.  Oh, you and I need to glorify Jesus Christ with our lives. Let’s never be ashamed of Jesus. 
I am reminded of the story in the Bible about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. There was a rule given throughout the land that all the people would have to bow before the golden image. Now, of course, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, Hebrew children, believed and served Jehovah God.  They said, “We are not going to serve or bow before some golden image.”  Then they were told, “If you don't bow before this golden image, they’re going to throw you in the fiery furnace.”  They said, “They may throw us in the fiery furnace, but our God is able to deliver us from the fiery furnace, and if he doesn't, well, let it be known we serve God Almighty.” Well, word got around to the king, and the king got mad about it. He told his men to heat up the furnace. He said, “Heat it up really hot.” Now, it was so hot that when they were throwing the three Hebrew children, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego in the fiery furnace, some of the men caught on fire. But when they threw the three children in, something strange occurred. All of a sudden, the king got up and he looked over and he said, “Hey! I see Shadrach, I see Meshach, and I see Abed-nego, but, wait a minute, I see Somebody Else in the fiery furnace – One like the Son of God.”  Listen to me. It was the Son of God; it was Jesus Christ.  Jesus was right there in the midst of burning fiery furnace with them. Listen to me. You may go through fiery times. You may go through tough times sometimes, but Jesus is right there with you and he will never leave you nor forsake you.  Hey, never be ashamed of Jesus because Jesus is always with you. 
 The apostle Paul said for me to live is Christ and to die is gain. We need to live for Jesus. Amen. 
Hey, listen, the Bible says, “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.”  (I Peter 4:16)   Listen to me. We should never be ashamed of God.  Hey, if we suffer, we should say, “I am glad that I get to suffer for my Jesus because Jesus suffered, bled, and died for me.” 
The Bible says, “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”  (II Timothy 1:12)  Listen to me, when we believe in Jesus, we have the victory. “Greater is he that is in you then he that is the world.” (I John 4:4b)  Hey, let’s keep our focus.  Oh, we know whom we have believed in. We believe in the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Amen. The Bible says, “Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner:”  The Apostle Paul says, “but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;”  (II Timothy 1:8) God says that when you tell people about Christ, not everybody is going to be happy about it. But we need to stand firm and say, “Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you, and Jesus will save you, my friend.”  Listen to me.  God will use us if we just keep our eyes on Him. The Bible says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”  (II Timothy 1:7)  God says, “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee, whithersoever thou goest.”  (Joshua 1:9)   Listen to me. The Bible says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”  (Philippians 4:13)  Don't be afraid! Don't be scared! Go forward! You may have some tough times, but Jesus is right there with you. Let’s never be ashamed of Jesus because He is not ashamed of us. Let’s glorify Jesus with our lives. Amen. 
My friends, if you knew there was a burning building in your area with a precious family in there, and you knew that family was going to burn up, oh, how you would do whatever you could to reach them! You would break the window; you would break the door down. You would do whatever because you knew somebody needed help. Listen to me. There is a real hell, and people are going to burn forever and ever and ever.  We’ve got to tell them about Jesus.  Oh, how dare we be ashamed of Jesus?  Oh, my friends, we have the answer.  So let’s tell people about Christ. 
When James Calvert went out as a missionary to the cannibals of the Fiji Islands, the captain of the ship sought to turn him back. He said, “You will lose your life and the lives of those with you if you go among the savages!”     Calvert’s only reply was, “We died before we came.” In other words, “We died for Jesus Christ so that we might live for Him because Jesus is our life.” Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.  Matthew 10:39)  
It was said of George Mueller: There came a day when George Mueller died, utterly died to himself. No longer did he do his own desires and preferences.  Then he knew from then on that Christ must be all in all.  Christ needs to be all, my friend. We need to glorify Jesus with our lives. John Wesley said, “I am an immortal man until my work is done.” John Knox, a great preacher, said, “I have looked in the faces of many angry men and have not been afraid above measure.” J. Oswald Chambers said, “Courage is that quality of mind which enables men to encounter danger or difficulty with firmness or without fear or depression of spirits. It’s the highest degree of courage that’s seen in a person who is the most fearful but refuses to yield to it.”  Hey, Mary Slessor, a great missionary, said, “Lord, the task is impossible for me but not for Thee. Lead the way and I will follow. Why should I fear? I'm on a royal mission. I'm in the service of the King of Kings.” Amen. Vance Havner said, “When you’re accustomed to standing before God, kings don't matter much.  Big persons are just small potatoes when you have been standing in the presence of the most high God. It doesn't matter if it is presidents or senators or governors or special people, they matter nothing in comparison to the King of kings and Lord of lords.”  Who are we trying to please?  Let’s please Jesus Christ. 
One person said, “Another single action of a sanctified Christian is to prefer the duty he owes to God to the dangers he fears for man. Christians of all ages have priced their services above their safety. ‘The wicked flee when no man pursueth, but the righteous are as bold as a lion.’  (Proverbs 28:1) The fearful hare trembles at every cry, but the courageous lion is unmoved by the greatest clamors. Were believers to shrink back at every contrary wind that blows, they would never make their voyage for Christ. 
One person said, “Courage is being the only one who knows you are afraid.” Hey, we might be scared or afraid but we don't need to be because God is with us. We need to go forward. Jesus said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5b) Let’s never be ashamed of Jesus because Jesus is right there with us. Amen. 
You know, there is something that really bothers me. The Mormons and the Jehovah false Witnesses don't have the truth but they are bolder and braver and they go out more and tell others about their false religion than we tell others about the truth. There is something wrong. We as Christians need to get right with God and say, “Hey, we need to be bold and go out and tell people about Jesus.” Listen to me.  If they can go out there and take criticism. have problems, and have people laugh and snicker at them, then surely we can go out there and stand up for the truth. Hey, isn’t Jesus worthy? Jesus bled and died for you. Why don't you give your life to go and tell somebody else about Jesus?  Never, never, never be ashamed of Jesus Christ. 
I am reminded of Jesus when one day He had healed ten lepers. Now, of course, we all know leprosy is a deadly thing, and it eats away at the body. But a very interesting thing happened in this story – only one of those lepers came back to say thank you to Jesus.  Wow.  I wonder sometimes when it is time for going soul winning or going out to tell others about Jesus and just a few people show up if Jesus thinks, “Am I important to them. I saved them, I gave them eternal life. They are going to heaven. Am I important to them?” Jesus actually says to the guy, “Where are the other nine?” I wonder if Jesus would say, “Where are you when it is time to go out and tell people about Jesus?” Where are the majority of Christians when it is time to tell people about Jesus? My friends, we need to do all we can to reach others for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Listen, if you had a cure for cancer, or AIDS or some other deadly disease, and you kept it to yourself, and didn't try to help anybody else, what kind of a person would you be?  You would be a low-life, wouldn't you?  Oh, if you didn't help somebody else who had a deadly disease when you had the cure for it, that would be terrible.  Listen to me today, we have the cure for the disease of sin that will send people to hell forever and ever.  That cure is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the One Who died to set them free. Oh, let’s tell people about Jesus!
Listen to me.  Peter Stryker never forgot the remark of a learned legal friend, a lawyer, who at the time was an infidel, unsaved. This unsaved man declared, “If I believed as you do, that the masses of our race are perishing in sin, I could have no rest. I would fly to tell them of salvation. I would labor day and night. I would speak with all the pathos I could summon. I would warn and compel and entreat my fellow men to turn to Christ, and receive salvation at once. I'm astonished at the manner in which the majority of you Christians tell your message. Why do you not act as if you believe your own words? You have not the earnestness in your preaching that we lawyers have in pleading. If we were as tame as you, we would never win a single case.”

Peter Stryker said, “I thank God that that remark was made to me. It put a fire in my bones which I hope will burn in my heart as long as I live. God preached a stirring sermon to me that day with the mouth of my friend, the unsaved lawyer.”  My friends, we need to hear that sermon today. Do we really believe there is a hell?  And if we do, let’s do all we can to reach others for Christ. Let’s reach others. Let’s never be ashamed of Jesus. Amen. 
When one preacher was called before his enemies, his enemies demanded that he recant his writings. The reformer boldly declared, “Only if I am convinced by Scripture or by right reason, for I trust neither impulse nor in counsels since they have often erred and contradicted themselves.  Therefore I am thus convinced, and I am bound by the texts of Bible. My conscious is a captive to the Word of God. I neither can nor will recant anything, since it is neither right nor safe to act against conscious. Here I stand.  I can do no other. God help me.”  Oh, we need to stand for Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Kailing was a young man who went to a special high school to get an education.  After hearing the story of the cross, he was gloriously saved.  Now, his family tried in vain to dissuade him from following the Christian faith. One evening, Kailing’s brothers broke into his room and with their knives pointed at him said, “If you don't recant or you don't deny Jesus Christ, we will kill you.” Looking steadfastly into his brothers’ faces, Kailing replied, “Brothers, kill me if you must. I can not deny Christ.” God miraculously intervened and the brothers departed without further word or action. But listen, he was willing to stand for Christ. Are you ashamed of Jesus? Why don't you decide, “I want to lift up Jesus no matter what the cost.” 
One time the Russian ambassador said to the old time missionary, “I will say to you frankly that my master, the czar of all Russia, will never suffer Christian missionaries to set their feet in the Turkish Empire.” The old missionary looked at him for a moment and replied, “Your Excellency, my Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, will never ask the czar of all the Russians where He may set His feet.” Amen. Oh, he went on with his mission unintimidated by the agency working in the dark against him. He was confident that the living God whom he loved and whom he served would care for his own work. Listen, Jesus will take care of us if we will put Him first. 
My friends, let’s never be ashamed of Jesus because people gave their lives so we may know Jesus Christ as our Saviour.  One person said, “Do not be indifferent to this thing called Christianity. It was created for you by the blood of Christ and preserved for you by the blood of the martyrs. For the first 300 years of Christianity, it was a forbidden thing. Its adherents were publicly whipped, dragged by their heels through the streets until their brains ran out. Their limbs were torn off, their ears and noses were cut off and their eyes were dug out with sharp sticks or burned out with hot irons. Sharp knives were run under their finger nails. Melted lead was poured over their bodies. They were drowned, beheaded, crucified, and grounded between stones, torn by wild beasts, smothered in lime pits, scraped to death by sharp scales, and killed all day long.  

I think of the Apostles. Most of them were beaten, tortured, crucified, beheaded, or stoned. Why? So we can know about Jesus Christ. Let’s never be ashamed of Jesus Christ because many gave their lives so that you and I could know about Jesus. 
Listen to me very carefully. Think about what Jesus went through so you and I could be forgiven of our sins and go to Heaven some day. Think about how they blindfolded him and they took their fists and hit him in the face and said, “Who hit you, Jesus?” Think about how they plucked out His beard. Think about how they spit in His face.  Oh, Jesus suffered this for you. They took the cat of nine tails, those big Roman soldiers, and they ripped His back open. Blood flowed down His back. They put a crown of thorns on His Head and blood flowed down Jesus' face for you and for me. Oh, they led Him to the place of Golgotha, the place of the skull, and they laid Him down there and they drove the spikes into His hands and into His feet. Pow, Pow, Pow. Oh, Jesus suffered and he bled for you. They picked up that old cross and they dropped it down, Pow. And Jesus was just hanging on the cross suffering, bleeding, and dying. Why? For you and for me. Jesus loves you that much and He gave His life for you.  Oh, never be ashamed of Jesus Christ!
I want to share with you a story about a little girl who was ashamed of her mom.  The little girl was ashamed of her mom because of her mom’s hands.  The hands of her mom were scarred, wrinkled, and ugly.  As the girl got older, she became more and more ashamed of her mother.  She even tried to avoid going places with her mom because she was afraid of what the people in public would say or think about her mom’s hands.  

Finally, one day, a relative came over for a visit.  It didn’t take long for her to see how embarrassed Jane was of her mother.  The relative asked to talk to her privately.  The relative asked the little girl,  “Why are you so ashamed of your mom?  She loves you and gave you birth?”  

The little girl said, “I just can’t stand her hands!  They are so scarred and wrinkled and ugly and deformed!  I just can’t hardly stand to look at her, and I surely don’t want any of my friends to see her.”  

The relative softly said, “Let me tell you a story.  When you were a little baby – less than a year old – there was a terrible storm.  Lightning hit your house in the middle of the night, and a fire immediately started.  Your mom woke up to your screams and ran toward toward your bedroom.  She could hardly get in, and when she did, she was horrified by what she saw.  Your little wooden crib was practically engulfed in flames.  Your mom, without thinking twice, ran to the crib, reached into the flames, and picked you up.  The layers of blankets protected you, but your mom literally picked you up from the flames.  Her hands were burning, but all she could think of was saving you.  She ran outside with you and rolled you in all the blankets on the ground to put out the flames.  You were not hurt, but your mom’s hands were very badly burned.  She was in the hospital for a long time.  Your mom burned her hands in the process of saving your life.”

The little girl buried her head in her hands and cried and cried.  She couldn’t believe that her mom had loved her that much, and she had been embarrassed of her and tried to not be seen with her mom.

From that time on, the little girl loved to go everywhere with her mom.  And, when people looked at her mom’s hands or asked what happened, the little girl proudly replied, “My mom saved my life!  The reason her hands are scarred is because she was burned saving my life!”  She wasn’t ashamed of her mother anymore.

Listen to me!  Let’s not be ashamed of Jesus because Jesus’ hands were wounded for you and me.  Let’s not be ashamed of Jesus because Jesus died for you and for me.  Let’s not be ashamed of Jesus!

