(Visual - Chair)
“How to Stay Right with God”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Psalms chapter 73, verse number 28. Psalms chapter 73, verse number 28. The Bible says in Psalms chapter 73, verse number 28, “But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may declare all thy works.” (Psalms 73:28) 

My friends, there’s nothing better than knowing Jesus Christ as your Saviour and living for Him the rest of your life. There’s nothing better than living for the King of kings and the Lord of lords. But, my friends, we’re in a battle, we’re in a fight, we’re in a war if you will, and we must always be fighting to stay right with God, to do what God would have us to do, to accomplish the great and mighty will that God has for each and every one of our lives. That’s why I want to speak to you today on the subject, “How to Stay Right with God.” Oh, in order to do what we need to do, in order to accomplish the things we need to accomplish, in order to be successful, we need to stay right with God. Oh, how can we stay right with God? 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to stay right with You, to live for Jesus no matter what. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

My friends, do we want to stay right with God in every aspect of our lives? For instance, do we want to stay right with God in our relationship with our parents? Do we want to stay right with God in our relationship with our brothers and sisters? Do we want to stay right with God in our relationship with our family and friends? Now, who knows best for our lives, and who can give us the wisdom, guidance, and direction we need in everything that we say and do? It’s the Lord! Therefore we need His presence, and we need to stay right with Him in every aspect of our lives. 

So how can we stay right with God in regards to our teachers or those that are in authority? How can we stay right with God with that boyfriend or that girlfriend or what have you? How can we stay right with God with our finances and our entertainment? How can we stay right with God in everything that we say and do? Oh, each and every one of us needs to stay right with God so we can have His blessing upon our lives and to accomplish great and mighty things for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, I want to share with you three keys that can help you stay right with God. Listen to me very carefully: 

1. Draw near to God. Oh, we need to draw to God and then we can have the victory. God says, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13) I can imagine a deer in the forest and the hunter’s out there and shoots at the deer, and the deer takes off running and running, and he’s tired, and he’s thirsty and after a while, he’s looking for some water to refresh him. Oh, he’s searching after that water. 

The Bible says, “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.” (Psalms 42:1) “Oh, God, I’ve got to have You or I’m not going to make it. Oh, God, I’ve got to have You in my family! I’ve got to have You in my church! I’ve got to have You in my business. Oh, God, I need Your help!” And when we seek after the Lord, then He will help us. 

Let me ask you. If you were down in a deep canyon and you knew there was no way out, and a rope were thrown to you, what would you need to do? You would need to pull yourself to the top. You would need to draw close to the top so you could be delivered from your situation. That’s the way that we get the victory; we draw close to God. As we draw close to Him, then we will have the strength that we need to do the things that He would have for us to do. 

Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8) Oh, we’ve got to pray out to God, and call out to God, and trust Him to do great and mighty things. God says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” (Jeremiah 33:3) 

We have a God that created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them. I look at the beautiful stars at night and I think, “My God created that, and He’s interested in me. Oh, I’ve got to stay right with God because He formed the stars. The Lord Who created the planets can have a great impact on my life and can use me to do great and mighty things.” The Bible says, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) Oh, God can do anything. There’s nothing too hard for my God! My God is in control of all the galaxies. God is in control of our human bodies. When you think of the complexity of your body, your eyes, all the cells in your body, your DNA, and all these different things, it’s so complicated, but God created it all. What am I saying? God has a purpose and plan for your life. God has a reason for you to be here. God says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Oh, God wants to help you, but you’ve got to draw nigh to Him. "For with God nothing shall be impossible." (Luke 1:37) Now you’ve got to get into His Word. 

I’m thinking about Joshua as he was taking over after the great man, Moses, left from the scene. Moses had passed away, and Joshua was to take over after him, and he was to lead millions of the children of Israel into the Promised Land and to conquer it for the Lord. He was probably really fearful because many times God said, “Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:9) 

Oh, I tell you today, I don’t know where you have to go, what’s in front of you, what obstacle you’re fighting against, what war is coming at you right now, or whatever you’re into right now. But I can say, “Be not afraid. God is with you! God will not fail you; God will strengthen you, my friend, but you’ve got to draw close to Him.” 

That’s the situation that Joshua was in, and God gave him a plan of success that is applicable to you and me today. God says to Joshua this wonderful promise in Joshua 1:8, “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” Oh, my friends, if we want to be successful, we need to get into the Word of God. 

The Bible says, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psalms 1:1-3) Oh, my friend, do you want to be prosperous? Do you want to have success? Then you need to get into the Word of God. If Jesus, the perfect Son of God overcame Satan with the Word of God, you and I need the Word of God. Oh, Lord, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” (Psalms 119:11) “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.” (Psalms 119:9) “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword...” (Hebrews 4:12) (Visual - pick up our Bibles.) Pick up your Bible. Oh! We have power through the Word of God!!
My friends, we have power through prayer. Oh, I think of Jesus’ prayer life. He would rise up early in the morning to pray. He would stay up late at night praying. He would go apart and pray. Why? Because there’s power in prayer. Oh, He realized that His Heavenly Father heard His prayers and gave Him power to do what He needed to do. Now if Jesus needed the power of God on His life, how much more do you and I need to pray, and fast, and seek His face? And then He will hear from Heaven, and will intervene, and help us to do great and mighty things. Oh, prayer makes the difference. Get a hold of God, and He will help you. 

So how do we stay right with God?

1. We draw unto God.

2. We trust God. 

Look at this chair if you will. (Visual - Chair) My friends, I can believe this chair can hold me up. I can put my keys on it, like trusting it for traveling. I can believe in it and think it can, but it’s not holding me up for one simple reason: I’m not putting my full weight on it. It’s just like an airplane. You can believe it can take you to Chicago, but unless you get on that airplane, you’re not trusting in it. It’s the same way with the Lord; we need to trust Him with our whole life and put all of our confidence, and faith, and all our hope in Him that He will give us the victory, and then we will have success.

The great man of God, Charles Wesley, once engaged in a discussion on the subject of faith. No one was able to furnish a satisfactory definition to him or to anyone else present. 

In the midst of their perplexity, Mr. Wesley said, “Let us call Mrs. So-and-so,” naming an individual of good sense and a very deep piety. “She can tell us what faith is because she is consciously exercising it.” 

When asked to tell what faith was, her reply was this, “It is taking God at His Word.” Did you hear that? It is taking God at His Word.

Mr. Wesley replied, “That will do.” 

Oh, my friends, let us take God at His Word. Let us believe Him and trust Him, and then we can see great and mighty things happen. The Bible says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) Oh, let's cry out, “Oh, God, give me Your power to make a difference. Oh, God, give me Your love to reach out to those who are hurting and to make a difference in their lives. Oh, God, give me wisdom from on high.”

The Bible says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not...” (James 1:5) Oh, God wants to give us His power, love, and wisdom in our lives, but we have to draw close to Him. Oh, my friends, we just have to trust God!

A ship sailing between Liverpool and New York was caught into a sudden wind that arose at sea. The ship was thrown on her side by the force of the gale, crashing everything moveable. The passengers were quickly conscious of great danger. All aboard were alarmed with the exception of one eight-year-old daughter of the captain. “What’s the matter?” asked the child, rubbing her eyes as she was thrown out of bed. “What’s going on?” Her mother told her of the imminent peril. 

The little girl replied, “Isn’t Daddy on deck?” Informed that he was, she trustfully replied, “Then I’m going back to bed.” 

So saying, she dropped herself on her pillow without a fear in the world. In a few moments, she was fast asleep.

Oh, our Heavenly Father is also watching over us in every storm of life. We’re safe in His care. Oh, like the disciples were in the midst of that storm, and they were overwhelmed, and they cried out to Jesus, and Jesus said to the storm, “Peace be still.” Jesus can calm the storms. Oh, Jesus can carry you through the storms. Jesus can strengthen you whenever everything seems like it’s against you. Oh, the Lord can give you victory in life. 

The Bible says, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want... Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me...” (Psalms 23:1, 4a) Oh, the Lord is with us. So we should be praying, “Lord, You know what’s best. Not my will, but Thine be done. Oh, Lord, I trust You!” 

Oh, my friends, we must trust the Lord because “...we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) Oh, God is in control, and God is in charge, and we just need to trust Him and depend upon Him in everything. I think of the Apostle Paul who was going through many difficult circumstances, trials, and challenges, but he said this, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13) He was saying, "No matter what comes against me, no matter what obstacle that I have to overcome, no matter what I need to do, I can do all through Christ which strengtheneth me!" That same truth is for you and me today. We need to stand up and say, “I’ll trust God. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. I have the victory in the Lord Jesus Christ.” “...this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” (1 John 5:4b) Our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Oh, the Lord gives us victory over the devil as we put on the whole armor of God. The Bible says, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Ephesians 6:10-13) Oh, let’s stand firm in Christ and trust Him, and then we’ll have the victory. As I must get on that plane and trust it to take me to the destination, I must stand firm in Christ. As I must trust a chair to hold me up, I must stand firm in Christ to hold me no matter what is going on. Oh, let's trust the Lord in every situation of life. 

So how can we stay right with God? 

1. We draw near to God.

2. We trust God.

3. We declare God. Oh, we need to declare the Lord. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) My friends, we need to go everywhere, telling everybody about Jesus. 

Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) Oh, no matter what we say or what we do, we should do all to the glory of God that Jesus Christ may be glorified. 

Oh, we need to declare the work of God, that God created the heavens and the earth, and created you. You’re not an accident. You’re not a mistake. Evolution is not true. God created you. God has a plan for your life. God loves you, my friend. Oh, why do you have a conscience? Because God created you. Why do we see so much design in creation? This world was not just thrown together. If we were any closer to the moon, we’d be flooded every night. My friends, there are so many things that have to be exactly right for our existence to be on this planet and for our human bodies to function. God created it all. It’s not by accident. It’s not by chance you are here. God created you; God has a purpose for you. So let’s declare that God is the Creator! 

Let’s declare that God gives salvation! Oh, they are searching for hope, peace, truth, and life, and it is found in Christ. Jesus said, “...I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Oh, you can search, and search, and you can try everything in the world, but you’ll never be content until you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour. Now we must tell everybody about the good news. We must tell them about Heaven, a place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow, a wonderful place where we will go when we trust that Jesus suffered, bled, and died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, so that we can go to Heaven. 

Oh, my friends, we never know what impact we can make for Christ. Sometimes we think we’re not doing much, but God can use us if we’ll trust Jesus, put Him first, and do the right thing. Oh, let’s stay right with God. Let’s draw close to God every day. Let’s trust God in everything. Let’s declare God everywhere. Oh, the greatest thing that’s happened in our lives is knowing Jesus. Then what is the greatest thing we can do with our lives? Telling others about Christ. Oh, let’s declare God. Declare God. Oh, declare God.

Let’s tell people about Jesus because without Him, there is no hope. Now, if some people were down in a village, and there was a man upon the mountain, and he saw that they were about ready to be destroyed by some flood that was coming in, he would cry out, “Run! Get out of there! Get out!” He would declare a way of salvation to them. Let’s declare the message of God, that God loves them, that Jesus died for them, and they need to trust Christ to have deliverance. Let’s declare God.

On a battlefield, the battle had lasted to nightfall. A nurse was binding up a soldier’s wound when a short distance away, she heard a soldier crying, “Here! Here!” Thinking that possibly he was more desperately wounded than the man she was attending to, she ran over to him and asked, “What can I do for you, Soldier?” 

“Nothing, kind nurse,” replied the dying soldier.

She ran back to complete binding up the wounds of the other soldier and again she heard, “Here! Here!” 

Again, she ran to him and asked, “What can I do for you?”

Again, he said, “Nothing, nurse.”

She again went back to the other soldier to complete binding up his wounds. Then a third time she heard the shout, “Here! Here!” 

For the third time, she ran to him and asked what she could do for him.

“Nothing, nurse,” replied the dying man.

Then the nurse said, “But why do you keep saying, ‘Here! Here!’”

“Oh, nurse,” said the dying soldier with a smile of Heaven faintly playing over his face. “They’re calling the roll of Heaven and I’m answering my name!” Just then, with a far away look in his eyes, he looked up toward Heaven and said, “Here! Here!” 

Then as she turned to go back, she saw a faint smile spread over his face. She heard the whisper, “Here. Here,” and saw his hand fall to the ground. All was still; he was gone to Heaven. 

My friends, will you be ready to answer the call? Jesus is coming again. Oh, Jesus gave His life for us, but I wonder if He will say, “What are You doing for Me? Are you telling others about Me? Are you drawing close to Me? Are you trusting Me in every aspect of your life? Are you declaring Me to the world?” Oh, I want us to hear from Jesus, “Well done, thou good and faithful servants.” Oh, there’s nothing better than living for Jesus Christ. So let’s live for Jesus! Let’s preach Jesus! Let’s glorify Jesus!

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

