“Preach Christ Every Day, Everywhere, to Every Creature”

Open your Bibles to Acts chapter 5 and verse 42. Acts 5:42. The Bible says in Acts 5:42, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

I want to speak to you today on the subject, “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.” Did you hear that? “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.” Oh we’ve got to reach others for Christ!
Let’s pray. “Dear Lord, help us to reach precious souls before it’s too late.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

If you study in the book of Acts, you are going to see that the Lord was adding to the church daily such as should be saved. In other words, the Lord was adding to the church daily, which means that they were soul winning every day. They were doing something every day to give the gospel. The Lord is saying to the church that if we want to be doing the right thing like the early church did, then we need to be going out and reaching somebody every day for Christ. The Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) Daily they were telling about Jesus. Paul was preaching about Jesus Christ all the time. If you and I and the church want the power of God, then daily we have to do something. We can all give the Gospel daily. We can all say, “Here you go. Here you go.” Every one of us can give the gospel out every day. 

I believe a real church needs to do something every day to reach others for Christ. Every church needs to sit down and plan. Hey, what can I do every day to give the gospel out? Hey, we need to reach people with the gospel daily.  “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” Remember, God was adding to the church daily. That means they were soul winning every day. And if we want to be Biblical Christians, a Biblical church, then we need to reach people every day for Christ. 

Oh, if you study in the book of Acts they were doing personal evangelism, but they were also doing mass evangelism. Hey, Peter preached at Pentecost and 3000 were saved. Later they preached and 5000 were saved. Another evangelist and I went to the Philippines and we preached and over 47,000 people were saved in one month. Listen to me. God can still do it. But where are the people of God who will believe God and preach to masses of people? Let’s do mass evangelism. Use your mind and think, “God, help me to reach the masses and help us to do personal soul winning. Help us to something every day to reach others for Christ.” 

Oh, there are those who criticize those who have a genuine concern for reaching the masses. The criticism is that they ought to be truly concerned for one or a few – not for the numerous mass of humanity. Oh, but let’s never forget that numbers are multiples of one. 100 is one hundred 1's. A thousand is a thousand 1's. So it is possible to be honestly concerned about each one of the several thousand 1's. We need to be concerned for all souls. 

Consider how many were saved once again at Pentecost 3000 and later 5000. It was said one time a great company of the priests found the faith. Later it says that all in Lydia’s house came to Christ. Oh, later it says a great number believed. The Bible says that the churches increased in number. Oh, the Bible shows us that it is good to report the numerical success. There is even a book in the Bible called Numbers. I’m teasing with you. But, hey, we need to realize that numbers represent people that are going to hell without Christ. 

Oh, someone talking about the fact that numbers are important said, “Someone recently said, ‘I’m not interested in numbers. I would rather have a spiritual Sunday than a big one.’ I found myself agreeing and determined to pray and prepare my lesson unusually well for the next Sunday. At least my class would be a spiritual one. I didn’t send the usual little cards as reminders to the class, nor did I visit any prospects. I just let them go, but I did have my message well prepared. 

Then came Sunday. David was absent. Had his dad, so recently saved, taken him fishing again? Were they slipping away from Sunday school and away from God. My heart felt a sharp jab of pain. Jimmy wasn't there. Could he be sick again? What about Charles? Did he ever get those new shoes? Was he sitting out at the woodpile feeling blue because he didn't make it to Sunday School? I gave my well-prepared lesson, but to those three absent, what good did it do them? It was good to give the lesson, but how about the others?”

The man said, “This week I sent them the nicest cards I could find. I called them on the phone. I even visited them. The constant cry of my heart was, ‘Oh, God, don’t let them slip away and grow up in sin and careless living. Please, God, bring them back.’ Oh, shall we strive for numbers? Yes, oh, yes. When it’s my boys, let’s have numbers.  All 11 of them were important.”

Oh, numbers are important because they represent individuals who need to be reached for Christ. Surely all of us need to have a greater compassion for more of the lost who are so far away from God and will never be brought unless we go after them. One preacher said, “If my house burned while I was gone, I would not want my neighbor to be comforted with the fact that he had only gotten one of my children out. That would be good, and I would be grateful, but what I want is for my wife and all three of my sons to be saved.” Oh, God is grateful when we win one, but He wants more and more of His created children to become children of redemption. That is the task before us. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) That means everybody. We are to do all we can to reach others for Christ. Oh, “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.”
One so-called preacher was saying, “God knows what He is doing. He is going to give us what we need.” He was preaching in a church and stood up to preach to 150 people in that auditorium that would seat 900. Coming to the pulpit after a few struggling hymns of worship, he said, “Well, we could have a bigger crowd, I know. But there is one thing that I am convinced of – everybody is here tonight that God wants to be here.” 

No, no, no! That can't be true. Just because the church has not planned, advertised, promoted, worked, or visited does not mean those who show up by default are the only ones that God wanted present. Little work does not automatically mean great spiritual power. Surely I realize that promotion is no substitute for God’s presence and the Holy Spirit. But I also realize that sloppy handling of God’s affairs is no incentive for the Holy Spirit to do His work. 

Yes, I also know that great crowds do not guarantee great spiritual results, but neither do small crowds. Pentecost certainly brought a huge gathering of 3000 converts. They had a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit fire falling from Heaven. That was not bad results. Jesus used the word “compel” when He told us to go out to the highways and hedges to bring people into the house of God. Oh, my friends, we have got to work hard. Oh, “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.”
I love the story of the sophisticated Englishman who visited Brazil and approached a man of the Amazon region reading a Bible. The gentleman from London said, “Ah, in England we have outgrown that book.”  

The former cannibal looked up in the face of that man and said, “Sir, had we outgrown the Bible here, I would have eaten you yesterday.” 

See, there is power in God's Word, and we need to give out God's Word because it still saves souls. Amen! Oh, many church members sometimes leave the services and say, “Oh, wasn’t that rich? We were really fed.” Now, I’m for feeding the truth of the Word of God, but let me say this:  They are like the baker that eats his own bread while a hungry world is ignored, but, oh, yes, they really get fed.  Oh, my friends, if you are fed, then go out and do something. Oh, they get fed and fed and fed and fed. They are like the toad that got so full it couldn’t hop. Someone said to a preacher, "We are looking for a church to get fed." His reply was, “Why not take off your bib, put on an apron, and get to work for Jesus?” It is about time that we get busy for Jesus. You are like the Dead Sea. There are so many rich waters that go into this sea and so many resources, but it is a Dead Sea because it doesn’t have outgo. And that is the way you are. You are receiving so much, you have heard so much great truth, but you are not doing anything with it, and you’re dead! It is time that you start giving out the gospel to other people. Oh, “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.” 

Years before Germany began to go insane under Nazism, the leading churches there lost their evangelistic zeal and the churches became introverted sanctuaries of sacred studies. The churches lost their militant commitment to win their country for Christ. When Hitler’s swastikas began to blight every city and village, far too many Christians joined the ranks of the new movement.  Yes, some died for their faith who believed in propagating their faith paid the full price for their faith in Christ.  Oh, Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature so we can make a difference and not face terrible consequences for our disobedience.
England years ago decided just to have conferences and Bible studies.  Even their Sunday School became a place of a Bible study apart from outreach. Yes, they learned the Bible, but now only two percent of the people in England attend church. 

Hey, I recommend that we study the Bible as never before memorizing it and cherishing it with the deepest feeling of our heart, but there must be an outreach.  We should take what we learned and share it like Jesus with the rich and the poor, the handsome and the ugly, the long hairs and the short hairs and the non hairs, and let our old world know that we are not only trying to be students of the Word but also soldiers of the cross. Oh, let's stop talking about things, and let’s get busy for Jesus. 

There is a story worth repeating that illustrates this point. A fickle storm had ruined a splendid crop of grain. All the other crops had been gathered before the storm struck. But this one could not be harvested because of the lack of help. The owner of the crop stood at the fence after the storm had passed, looking at the ruined crop, his face a picture of sadness and dejection. A stranger walking along the road came up to the fence and stood in silence for a moment beside the farmer. He said, “It’s a pretty sad sight, isn’t it?” Oh, you wouldn't really think it was just a sad sight if it were your field. “I couldn’t get any harvesters” was the owner’s sad reply, as he turned in sorrow and went to his house. 

Oh, while we’re begging the Lord to send the sheaves to be gathered, a ripened harvest is going to go to waste because the laborers are not going out into the field to gather it in. Oh, we need people to go out and reach others before it’s too late.  Hey, Jesus has a message for the church today: “Get busy and tell others about Me!” What are we doing to reach others for Christ?

Oh, Satan is very effective with his devious tool of “another time.” He tells that it is all right to befriend a lost soul and win his respect but not to be a strong witness because that could offend him and bother him. Thus, a good opportunity occurs, and we open our mouths to witness when the voice comes, “Oh, there will be another time.  Don’t disturb him. Oh, I wonder how many people are in hell because of the Christians who have been afraid they might disturb somebody. 

One time in Colt, Arkansas, a pastor and an evangelist were out soul winning. The evangelist said, “When we came to the house of a man that we were so concerned for, we saw him painting his house. It was a hot August day.  The thought came to both of them, “We should not disturb that man while he was working but we did stop and begin witnessing to the man. He was a little huffy and resented at first, as he wiped the perspiration and paint from his face. Soon, however, he invited Jesus to come into his heart, and that night at the revival service he made a profession of faith. The church resounded with rejoicing because that man had been prayed for, for many years. 

The next summer the evangelist went back for a revival and as he pulled into the parking lot, a man had his hand on the handle of his car before he could turn off the motor. He opened the door and the man fell on his neck, saying, “Preacher, preacher, thanks for interrupting my painting last summer. This has been the best year of my life for me and my family.” Oh, there are people that want to know Jesus out there and we as a church have got to get busy. God has a message for the church. Get busy and tell people about Jesus. 

Someone asked a preacher, “What do you do when your heart starts to get cold?” The pastor said, “I get in my car and I go find a lost sinner and I tell him about Jesus and I come back rejoicing and singing praises unto God.” That’s it. That is exactly it. When it seems that the inner light is cold and the day of enthusiasm is gone, go out and share Jesus with a lost person and the fire of God will blaze anew in your heart and mind. The other things that we have to do may be called important by those around us, but there is nothing on earth more important to do than to win a person to Jesus Christ. 

One great preacher at the end of his life had done so much great things. But they said, “What is the greatest thing you have done?” He said, “Leading someone to Jesus.” Oh, the minister’s first task is to grow skillful in personal evangelism and then take his people one by one and let them learn by doing. I believe that is right. Oh, pastors and preachers and other people in the church, need to take others with them and reach others for Christ. Let’s reach others before it’s too late.

Religion by definition is man’s insatiable desire to discover God. Man has searched for God as long as there has been recorded history. That is why archeologists have found hieroglyphics on the inside of caves representing divine figures. That is why Indians built totem poles. That is why even in the remote tribes of the Amazon, idols and statues of a hundred gods have been found. Evidence reveals that people around the world have the desire to seek after at least some kind of God and know him and worship him. 

However, Christianity is not in a technical sense a religion. That is why I repeat: Religion is man seeking God. But Christianity is God seeking man. Jesus came in the flesh as God, coming from Heaven, coming that great distance to the earth to seek and to save that which was lost. Now, it is the nature of Christianity that our God sought man. So it must be the nature of those who follow Christianity to seek after men, to reach people for Christ. 

We do not wait for men to come to our churches. That is religion. We go after them and tell them about God Who came from heaven on a seeking and saving mission. Without question, many, many, and most churches are more religious than Christian. The people will come, but they won't go. They will come for a religious activity, but they will not go for Christian service. A special course is announced and many attend. Visitation is announced and few attend. Too many people who profess to be Christians would rather talk about doing something than doing it. 

Hey, memorizing scripture is a good thing. I recommend it. But it is a religious activity in a sense. Doing in life what the Scripture you memorize said is the Christian application of the religious function. Singing songs is a good religious activity, but why sing “Rescue the Perishing, Care for the Dying,” when you leave the church not caring and never rescuing? That is called hypocrisy. Even listening to a sermon is no more than religious calisthenics if the truths of the message are not made a living, daily part of the life of the hearer. To hear and do nothing which is common is religious busyness. But to hear and to respond in disciplined living is Christian work. The Bible says that not the hearers of the law shall be justified but the doers. (Romans 2:13, paraphrased) Hey, let's do what God calls us to do.

Frankly, many Christians today are superb at being religious and failures at being a Christian. They forget that the group that hated Jesus Christ was the most religious group of the earth. The members of that group faithfully attended their religious meetings, tithed, prayed loudly and eloquently, but helped crucify Jesus. Religion is still doing that today. The nature of Christianity asks not, “Why won't you come to the meeting?” It asks instead, “Why haven't I gone to my neighbor?” Jesus came to us; therefore we need to go to others. Oh, how a substitute religion becomes important instead of getting involved and sharing Christ with a world hopeless apart from the Saviour. Oh, “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.”  We have got to reach others for Christ!
Hey, lost people are more amazed at our silence than offended by our message. We must tell them the good news. Listen, my friend, now is the time for the harvest. You will do lots of planting and sowing and cultivating just from consistent witnessing. Oh, but today is the day of salvation. Quickly share salvation’s story with friends, relatives, and those apart from Christ. It is better to give them a chance to say yes than to remain silent and never know what their response may have been. Oh, let’s reach people now and not let their blood be upon our hands. 

Robert Moffatt, a missionary on furlough in England, was telling about the great need in the dark land of Africa. Among those listening to his accounts and the wonders and the needs of that continent of Africa was a sturdy young Scot named David Livingstone. He was studying to be a doctor and had decided to give his life to the service of God, but just where and how he could make himself of the most use he was not sure. He planned to go to China as a missionary but was forbidden on the account of the opium war. 

As he listened to Dr. Moffatt’s incidents, he heard him say, "There is a vast plain to the north where I have sometimes seen in the morning sun the smoke of a thousand villages where no missionary has ever been."  Oh, the smoke of a thousand villages where no missionary has ever been! Livingstone never forgot those words. Here was something worthwhile for him to do, something hard and heroic. He longed to go where no missionary had been, to give himself in a service that no one else would attempt. 

Filled with a new vision, he went to Dr. Moffatt and asked, “Would I do for Africa?” And, of course, the response was “Yes.” Oh, it was David Livingstone’s life decision and he went to Africa and he made a great impact for the cause of Christ. 

Oh, listen to me. It could be the same for you to come up and say, “Would I do for Africa?” Yes. Oh, would I do for Asia? Yes. Would I do for Australia? Yes. Would I do for North America? Yes. Would I do for South America? Yes. Would I do for Europe? Yes. Oh, no matter where it is, you could go there and reach people for Christ. Maybe you are saying, “God, would I do for telling others about Jesus?” and the answer is “Yes.” God wants to use you. Oh, “Preach Christ every day, everywhere, to every creature.” Hey, let’s do all we can to reach others for Christ.

