(Visual - real Jesus banner)
"I Want to Live"

Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to John chapter 11, verse number 39. John chapter 11, verse number 39. 

Before we get started let me say this: This is one of the most interesting stories in the Bible where a man named Lazarus dies, but then Jesus comes there and completely transforms the situation. So listen very carefully to this wonderful story. 

The Bible says in John chapter 11, verse number 39, "Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go." (John 11:39-44)

Oh, this was a wonderful miracle where Lazarus had died and been in the grave four days. But Jesus came there and said, "Lazarus, come forth," and he was raised from the dead.  

Now, to raise the dead is nothing for Jesus because He is the Creator of the universe and all that is in it. Think about all of the galaxies out there and all of the planets and the stars that seem impossible to number. Oh, the Lord Jesus has created it all. Therefore Jesus can help you. See, the Lord is great and has formed everything, like the complexity of your human body, the cell structure, the complexity of your DNA, and the complexity of the human eye. So what am I trying to say? You are no accident. You are special to God. Oh, God loves you. 

Now God raised this man from the dead and gave him life. Later this man eventually died, but because of his belief in Christ he was able to go to a wonderful place called heaven, a place of no more hurt and pain and sorrow. My friends, we are all going to live forever. You may not understand this completely, but your body is not the real you. Your body is just housing the real you. You are a spirit or soul, if you will, and that will live on forever. Your body is going to die and go to the grave, but your spirit or soul will go to heaven or go to hell. You will live on forever. 

The question is, where do you want to live? Therefore I want to speak to you on this subject "I Want to Live." Oh, my friends, we all want to live in a place of peace and true happiness.

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to understand this truth so that it can make a difference in our lives. In Jesus' mighty name, Amen."

My friends, isn't it amazing how life is so brief? The Bible says, "For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." (James 4:14) It is like blinking your eyes and then you are gone. You are just one heart beat away from eternity. It could happen so quickly.

The Scripture says, "Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth." (Proverbs 27:1) Oh, we are not guaranteed tomorrow, and because our spirit or soul is going to live forever, then we need to prepare for all of eternity. My friends, I want to live and I believe that you do as well. Nobody in his right mind wants to go to hell for ever and ever. Oh, life is so brief. 

Many times, before someone has departed this life, the question will come, Did he say anything before he died? Voltaire was a French atheist who predicted the demise of Christianity. (And that hasn't happened, my friend.) However, as he was dying, Voltaire screamed, "I have been a fool. The hell that I never believed in now awaits me."

Robert Ingersol, the renowned atheist, lamented, "I have lived a wasted life. I am about to leap into the dark unknown." Oh, many have cried out, "Help! Help!" but it was too late. But if you will trust in Christ as your Saviour, then you can look forward to the beauty of Heaven.

Susana Wesley was the mother of John and Charles Wesley, who had great revivals for Christ. Knowing that she only had a few hours to live, Susana Wesley said, "Children, children, I am about ready to go to be with our Lord. Would you please sing a song of praise to God?" Oh, she was looking forward to seeing Jesus. 

Adoniram Judson, the great missionary, testified, "I do not dislike this world. I have enjoyed my ministry and my work for Christ. Now I am leaving this world and going to heaven with the same attitude as that of a young boy leaving school, heading for a playground to have fun. I am going to heaven in the same way."

What a joy when one nears the end of one's life in expectation and anticipation for heaven that is yet to come. Oh, I am looking forward to seeing heaven. Are you prepared for eternity? Oh, if you were to die today, do you know for sure you would go to heaven?

Listen to me very carefully. Oh, mankind has an appointment with death. Death is ever before him, blighting his hopes, checking his plans, thwarting his purpose, a barrier that nothing can bring down. Ever since sin entered the world, death has reigned, making the earth one huge graveyard. Death has not rested for a moment in every age and every country, "Dust thou art and to dust thou shalt return" has been the sentence hanging over mankind. 

Many unexpected things happen to us in this life, but death is not among them. We do not know how or when  it will come, but come it will if the Lord tarry. We have heard of doctors who have performed wonderful cures, but all of their skill and knowledge have been unable to undo the work of death. In all the years since death entered into this sin-cursed earth, human means have failed to win back a single trophy from death. Advanced civilization and increased education and progress and commerce and art, none of these things make us superior to the most degraded savages. Death always triumphs over us all. 

However, the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ gives us victory over death. See, death is swallowed up in victory. The sting of death is sin, but God has given us the victory through the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Saviour to save us from eternal death and separation from God. Oh, a Saviour is someone who rescues someone from harm. If you were in a burning house and you can't get out, then a rescuer comes and breaks that door in and pulls you out and saves your life. You could do nothing to help yourself. You needed to be saved. See, you cannot save yourself. Therefore allow Jesus to save you from hell and take you to heaven, and He will do so. 

Oh, Jesus died on the cross for us so we could be forgiven of our sins and saved from hell. Now Jesus rose from the dead, proving that if we will trust in Him, then we can go to heaven. Oh, Jesus rose from the dead. The Bible says in Matthew 28:1, "And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay." (Matthew 28:5-6)

Oh, that is what makes Jesus different from all of the other religious leaders like Confucius, Mohammed, or whoever. They are dead, and you can go to their graves but you can't do that with Jesus, because Jesus rose from the dead. 

My friends, Jesus was either Lord of all, or He was a liar, or He was a lunatic. You say, "What are you talking about? I don't believe that Jesus was a liar! Oh, He taught so many wonderful things." Now, I also believe that Jesus was not a liar. He always said the truth. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) So Jesus is the only way to Heaven, according to Jesus.

You say, "Well, maybe he was a lunatic." Now, do you mean the One that taught so many great things is crazy and out of his mind and deserves to be in a mental hospital? No! No! Then, if Jesus is not a liar or a lunatic, then he is Lord of all. So Jesus is Who He said He was, and He said that He was the only way to heaven. 

Jesus said, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." (John 11:25) Oh, Jesus said, "If you will trust Me, I will take you to heaven." 

Now, the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is overwhelming. Let me just give you a few examples of the fact that Jesus rose from the dead. Think about this: Jesus' disciples were fishermen, common men and were so afraid. But later they became martyrs for the cause of Christ because they said Jesus rose from the dead. 

Some people act like these guys stole the body so that they could get some type of a claim of being famous. But do you think these people that ran away earlier were then going to face death for a lie? No way, pal. They actually ended up dying because they said Jesus rose from the dead! Why? Because Jesus rose from the grave. 

How come it is that Paul, this guy who was persecuting Christians and putting them to death, then later he meets with Jesus on the Damascus road and his life is transformed, and he ends up dying for Christ because of his belief in that Jesus rose from the dead? Paul said that if Jesus didn't rise from the dead, then we preach in vain, or our faith is in vain. We are lost and on our way to hell. There is nothing good in store for us. But the good news is that Jesus rose from the dead. Study the resurrection and it is incredible, the evidence is amazing. 

Think of all the five hundred witnesses seeing Jesus at one time. That is incredible eye witness evidence of the resurrection of Christ. If there is an historical fact absolutely proven, it is that Jesus rose from the dead. It is one of the most amazing things in literature how God through all of the centuries has guarded at every point the evidence of the supreme fact of history. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is an overwhelming certainty. 

Now, it does require faith, since we weren't actually there, but there so much real evidence for the resurrection of Christ. A great source of our belief is the Bible written over a fifteen hundred year time span by more than forty different authors, yet there is this unity throughout it. Oh, it is an amazing book. No other text of antiquity matches to the overwhelming evidence for the Bible.

Oh, there are so many prophecies about Jesus - where He was going to be born, how He would die, how He would live, and that He would rise from the dead. Imagine all of those prophesies being fulfilled in one man. You would have a better chance of winning the lottery many times over than all those prophecies coming true in one man. But yet they did come true through Christ. Oh, if you would just study about Jesus and the prophecies about Him and His resurrection, man, you are going to trust Christ as your Saviour. 

Think about this: if Jesus didn't rise from the dead then His enemies could have hauled his dead carcass into downtown Jerusalem and shut the whole Christianity thing down. But do you know why they couldn't do that? Because Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus is alive! I can tell you this: Jesus has changed so many lives. Oh, so many people have given testimony of knowing the living Saviour, how He lives in their hearts, and their lives have been completely transformed. 

There was a young boy who grew up in a home where there was a lot of fussing and fighting. When he was fifteen years of age, his parents got divorced. He felt like nobody loved him, nobody cared about him. He thought why was all of this happening to him? But Somebody changed his life. Oh, the Lord Jesus Christ changed his life. He trusted in Jesus, and Jesus gave him purpose and gave him peace and a future. 

Oh, my friends, I was that young person. I felt like nobody loved me and cared about me. Why were all of these bad things happening to me? But Jesus changed my life. Now, because Jesus rose from the dead, He lives in my heart, and He will never leave me nor forsake me. One day because of my trust in Jesus, I will go to heaven someday, because Jesus was raised for my justification.

See, Jesus was born in an obscure village. He didn't go to college, and never went really far from His home town. So what are the odds that this Person would impact the world? But yet his single life has impacted the history of the world. Calendars mark him, books are filled in the libraries about Him. Great songs have been sung about Him. Jesus has impacted this world. Great missionaries have gone to all parts, helping the savage to be set free and be decent through faith in Christ. 

Oh, Jesus was more than a carpenter, a good teacher, and a great prophet. Oh, Jesus was the King of kings and the Lord of lords who came to redeem us and save us from hell so that we could go to heaven. When Jesus died on the cross, He not only died for us, but He died to meet the holy and just requirements of the basic nature of God. See, God is a just judge and because of that, we deserve to go to hell because He will by no means clear the guilty of sin. But that is why Christ died, so we could be forgiven and set free.

An incident that took place many years ago in California  shows what Jesus did on the cross in order to solve the problem that God had in dealing with the sin of humanity. 

A young woman was picked up for speeding. She was ticketed and taken before the judge. The judge read off the citation and said, "Guilty or not guilty?" 

The woman replied, "Guilty." 

The judge brought down the gavel and fined her one hundred dollars or ten days in jail. Then an amazing thing took place. The judge stood up, took off his robe, walked down in front, took out his billfold, and paid the fine. What is the explanation of this? The judge was her father. He loved his daughter, yet he was a just judge. See, his daughter had broken the law and he couldn't simply say to her, "Because I love you so much, I will forgive you. You may leave."

Now, if he would have done that, he wouldn't have been a righteous judge. He wouldn't have upheld the law. But He loved his daughter so much that he was willing to take off his judicial robe and come down in front and represent her as her father and pay the fine. 

This illustration pictures to some extent what God did for us through Jesus Christ. We have all done wrong, and the Bible says, "For the wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) So no matter how much God loved us, God had to bring down the gavel and say, "Death!" because that is the penalty for sin, and God is a righteous and just God. And yet, being a loving God, He loved us so much that He was willing to come down off the throne in the form of a man, Christ Jesus, and pay the price for us, which was Christ's death on the cross.

Oh, the Bible says, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8) See, Jesus died on the cross to forgive us of our sins, save us from hell so that we could go to heaven. Oh, Jesus was raised from the dead for our justification, that believing in Him, we could go to heaven some day. 

Oh, Jesus Christ paid the price to set us free. Let me illustrate to you what I am talking about. (Visual - real Jesus banner) Could you help me? Oh, think of what Jesus went through. They spit in His face. They put a blindfold over His eyes and hit Him in the face. They plucked His beard out. They put a crown of thorns over His brow, and blood flowed down His face. They took a whip and they ripped His back open. They beat Jesus and beat Jesus. Why? So you could be forgiven of your sins. So you could be saved from hell and go to heaven some day. 

Oh, they drove spikes in His hands and feet. They picked up that cross and let it drop down. Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying to save us from hell so that we could go to heaven. See, Jesus died and was buried, and He rose from the dead for our justification so that we could go to heaven. Oh, if we will trust in that, we can go to heaven some day. 

Listen to me very carefully. There was a severe battle and a soldier was just able to crawl to his tent just after he was wounded. When found, he was dying upon his face, his open Bible before him and his hand glued fast to the page with his life's blood which covered it. When his hand was lifted the letters from the printed page were clearly traced upon his hand, and with the ever living promise on his hand they laid him in a soldier's grave. The words were those of Jesus Christ who said, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." (John 11:25) 

Oh, I know that Jesus lives. I asked Jesus to come into my heart, save me from hell, and take me to heaven, and He changed my life. 

Oh, my friends, Jesus loves you so much and wants to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to heaven someday, and all you have to do is trust Him. The Bible says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts 16:31) To believe in Christ means to depend on Him and Him alone for salvation. 

Oh, we are not guaranteed tomorrow. We could pass away in a moment. Therefore you need to trust in Jesus, that He died on the cross to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and that he was raised from the dead so that you could go to heaven. Oh, trust in Jesus to take you to heaven. 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
