(Visual - Sword, stick fighting, and also a snake)
“Let’s Be People of Courage”
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Psalms 60, verse number 11. Psalms 60, verse number 11. The Bible says in Psalms 60, verse number 11, “Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalms 60:11-12) 

My friends, no matter what we’re doing in life, this ought to be our cry, “Oh, Lord, 'Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.'” I want to speak to you on the subject, “Let’s Be People of Courage.” It doesn't matter what’s coming against us; we must decide to be people of courage. Let’s decide that we’re going to trust God, that we’re going to depend on God, and we’re going to rely on God in everything we do. Oh, let’s be people of courage! 

Let's pray. "Lord, help us to be people of courage, and to live for Jesus. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

(Visual - Pick up sword) My friends, do you want to be courageous when faced by your enemies? Do you want to have bravery in the face of whatever you’re facing right now? Do you want to be heroic and valiant so that you can glorify the Lord Jesus Christ? Do you want to be a person of courage no matter what’s happening? You know, I believe we’ve all read books or seen things, maybe on the television, that have to do with a person being brave, heroic, valiant, and courageous, and we always admire this, and we’d like to be courageous ourselves. We’ve all dreamed of being brave, valiant, and courageous. We all want to be heroic, if you will. 
I remember growing up, how kids always have these different heroes. I think of Superman being a hero, how he’d fly in, and he’d save people’s lives. Oh, I think of Batman, (Sings Batman theme song: Da, da, da, da, Da, da, da, da! BATMAN!) He’d be fighting against the criminals and the bad guys to bring the victory. Oh, I think of Zorro, how he would take his sword, (Sword sound effects) and fight for the victory in California. I think of the Lone Ranger and his friend, Tonto, how they traveled all over, and they would bring help to those who were in need. Oh, these were heroes, they were valiant, and they were courageous. My heart has always dreamed, desired, and wanted to be heroic, courageous or to be a person who’s valiant in life. And now as a Christian, I believe we need to be courageous for our Lord. Because it is greater to serve the Lord than anything else in the world. 

Doctor Robert Wilder who was a founder of a great missionary movement for the recruitment of missionaries some years ago was in India. He walked into a hotel dining room where the only vacant seat was at the table where there was an army major, a naval officer together with some of their subordinate officers, and their wives. In the course of the conversation, the army major, the leader, spoke up and said, “Well, I don’t see why these missionaries don’t stay at home and mind their own business.” 

Doctor Wilder, the missionary, said, “Major, I want to ask you a question. Suppose you were to receive, while you were sitting here at this table, orders from your superior officer to proceed to such-and-such place with men under your command, and to engage such-and-such enemy in combat. What would you do? Would you sit here at this table? Would you wait? Why are you in India anyhow?” 

The major’s eyes flashed fire with anger as he said, “I will have you know, sir, that as a soldier I am subject to the command of my government, and if my government ordered me to take the men under my command to go to a certain place, and to engage the enemy, I would do it though it would cost my life and the life of every man under my command.” 

The missionary responded and said, “Major, I’m a Christian. Jesus Christ is my King. I serve as a citizen of the Kingdom of God. My King rose from the dead, and He gave me a divine commission. That commission was, ‘Go ye therefore, and teach all nations...’ (Matthew 28:19) And Major, that is why the missionaries in India are here, minding the business of our King and serving under the authority of His government.” Oh, we serve the Lord Jesus Christ! We serve the King of kings and Lord of lords! Let’s be courageous for the Lord! 
You say, “Preacher, what is the secret to being valiant when faced by your enemies?” Let me say, it is not our physical ability; it is not our great strength. No, no! It is not our great mental ability or brain power or great intellectual ability. No, no, no! What is the secret to being valiant for the Lord? The secret to being courageous is through God. Through God! “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalms 60:12) We have the victory through the Lord! Oh, do you want to be courageous when faced by your enemies? Do you want to have bravery in face of whatever circumstances? Do you want to be heroic and valiant for the cause of Christ? Oh, do you want to be a person of courage? Then the answer is: Through God! Through God! Through God we shall do valiantly! Oh, the Lord is the One Who can give us the strength to do what we are supposed to do. 
My friends, you can be courageous even when faced with the enemy of the bad crowd. See, there’s the enemy of the bad crowd. They’ll say to you, “Wouldn't it be cool if you smoked this marijuana, and take of this drink, wow, and take these drugs! Man, you’re going to be so cool!” Your so-called “friends” are trying to get you into bad music, to get you in the bad crowd, but my friends, you can be brave, and you can say, “NO!” to these bad people through Christ giving you the strength. Oh, “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” 
We have heard of Amnon who had a bad friend. This Amnon ended up committing a sexual sin, and ended up causing problems for his whole family, and his life because he listened to a friend. Oh, my friends, be careful of that bad crowd, be careful of that friend who’s trying to get you away from the things of God. Be careful of that friend who’s talking bad about your parents, and about the pastor, and the church. Oh, be careful of that friend who’s trying to get you from the things of the Lord. Watch out! Watch out! Oh, watch out! They will drag you down! 

See, one sin leads to worse sins. Think about it. A person woke up in Mexico City today all hung over from drinking, shot up on drugs, and in his own puke, and in his own feces. Do you think he woke up one morning and just decided that life for himself? No! He started out with a little drink. He started out with the wrong crowd, and he got into trouble. Oh, “...be sure your sin will find you out.” (Numbers 32:23b) The Bible says, “...whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Galatians 6:7b) Oh, get away from the bad crowd! And you can only do it through God! Through God! Through God we shall do valiantly! 

In a sense they are enemies of Christ, and you need to love them. But you don’t need to hang around them, and do what they do. Now you love them, and you pray for them so they might accept Christ. Jesus said, “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44) That’s what you need to do, you do good to them, and help them, and pray for them, but you don’t hang around them, and you don’t get in the wrong stuff with them. You love them, and you reach out, and you help them, but you want to point them to Christ! Oh, be careful of this wrong crowd. It’ll get you in trouble. 

Let me say this: you can be courageous even when faced with the enemy of your flesh. The Bible says, “So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” (Romans 8:8) You can’t please God living in your flesh for the flesh is at enmity against God. Oh, this body wants to do its own thing. Me, me me! And it’s selfish, and it doesn’t want to live for God. We need to crucify or mortify the deeds of the body every day. Crucify your flesh! The Bible says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1) It’s just the right thing to do, to give your body, to give your mind, to give your heart to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to serve Him with your life. 
Oh, be careful what you put in your mind. What you put in your mind and your heart is going to come out. Someone said, “Garbage in, garbage out.” Be careful what you put in there! The Bible says, “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought...” Every thought! Every thought! “...to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5) Oh, my friends, you’ve got to be careful what you’re thinking about. You’ve got to be careful what you’re watching on the internet. You’ve got to be careful what you’re listening to. What you’re doing is putting things into your mind and into your heart. Jesus said, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.” (Mark 7:21-23) Oh, be careful what you put in your heart, be careful what you’re looking at. If you see something wrong, look the other way! Job said, “I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?” (Job 31:1) Oh, when you see the bad stuff, turn away! Turn away instantly! The Bible says, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” (1 Thessalonians 5:22) Don’t look at it! Get away! When you see something bad, turn away right away. The Bible says, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” (1 John 2:16) See, we’re not to love the world and its pleasures, but we’re to love the Lord our God. Jesus said, “...thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength...” (Mark 12:30) Love the Lord with everything you’ve got! 

We’ve got to be careful with the lust of our flesh. When you let it do its own thing, it will bring about destruction. Now, we've got to be careful with pride.  The Bible says, "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16:18) The Bible says, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” (James 4:10) “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7) Oh, we have the victory when we humble ourselves before God, and say, “Not my will, but Thine be done. I want to live for You.” Who knows best for our lives, us or God? God knows best so let’s live for Him! Oh, Satan fell because of pride. Paul was given a thorn in the flesh to keep him humble. My friends, pride can destroy our lives if we let it. I say unto you, “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” (James 4:6b) Oh, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” (James 4:10) Let’s lift up Jesus! John the Baptist said, “He {Jesus} must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30) If we’ll lift up Jesus, that will make all the difference in the world. Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” (John 12:32) Oh, we can reach this world for Christ if we lift up Jesus! 

My friends, through God we can overcome the bad crowd! Through God we can overcome the enemy of the flesh! Through God we can overcome Satan! The Bible says, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

Satan is that old snake... (Lift up snake.) ...And he’s just saying, “Just do it one time. You deserve it. Oh, it won’t hurt if you drink a little bit. It won’t hurt if you don’t go soul winning. It won’t hurt if you don’t live for God a little bit here and there, and you just party, and have a good time.” But -- BAM! -- Sin causes problems. Satan is lying to you. The Bible says that he appears as an angel of light. He likes things to look like they're right. He’s good at having truth in what he’s saying, but there’s always a lie. Be careful of what he says. Oh, don’t be ignorant of his devices as the Scriptures tell us. We need to know that the enemy will say some things that are true, but there’s a lie in there. Oh, my friends, we’ve got to know the Word of God. When Satan was attacking Jesus, how did Jesus overcome him? With martial arts? Wa-a-a-a-a! No! Jesus overcame him by saying, “It is written... it is written... it is written.” Oh, Jesus overcame Satan with the Word of God, and you and I need the Word of God in our hearts. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” (Psalms 119:11) “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.” (Psalms 119:9) Now, the serpent is slick. He’s subtle, and he’s got a snare laid for you. In the Garden, he was sneaking up to Eve, and he said, “Look at that fruit. It’s so wonderful; it’ll make you so wise. Look how wonderful it is.” She thought, “Well, it could help me to be wise, and it’s not so bad just eating a little of this fruit.” She picked up the fruit. She bit into it--BAM! Sin entered into the world and problems ever since because she listened to the lie of Satan. 

Satan’s lying to you, but you can defeat him through God. Oh, “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalms 60:12) The Bible says, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.” (Revelation 12:11) It’s the blood of Jesus Christ that gives us the victory! Oh, what can wash away our sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus! Let’s just talk about the blood of Jesus. Let’s lift up Jesus! Let’s live for Jesus, and that will cause Satan to take off. My friends, how do we overcome the bad crowd, our flesh, and Satan? Through God! Through God! Through God! 

Let me ask you a question: Will you be a coward or will you do something great for God? Men and boys, don’t be a sissy! Be a man! Say, “no” to the wrong things and “yes” to God. Be dead to sin, and alive to God! Ladies and girls, don’t be worldly, but be a queen for the Lord. Oh, the Lord wants to use you like He used Sarah, and Mary, and other great women in the Bible. God wants to use every one of you, but you’ve got to say “no” to the bad crowd, your flesh, and Satan, and say “yes” to God. I want to live for Jesus. “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalms 60:12) So, how can we be courageous in life? How can we be courageous over our enemies? How can we be courageous even faced with death? Here’s the answer: Through God! Through God! Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies!

Paul Rader, a great preacher had many a talk with a banker in New York. The banker would reply that he was too busy for religion. But the banker, seriously overworked, was sent to a sanatorium for complete rest. One day God spoke to Paul Rader’s heart; the message was quite clear: "Go and speak to so-and-so." Rader caught a train and went with all speed.

As he drew near, he saw the banker standing in the doorway. The man said, "Oh, Rader, I am so glad to see you." 

Then Rader said, "I received your telegram.” 

The man said, "No, that’s impossible. I wrote a telegram begging you to come, but I tore it up. I didn’t sent it."

"That may be so," said Rader, "But your message came by way of Heaven."

Rader found his friend was under deep conviction of sin and he pointed him to Christ as a perfect Saviour. That man accepted Jesus as his Saviour, and his heart was filled with joy. 

Suddenly the banker leaned against Preacher Rader and then fell into his arms, dead.

Oh, my friends, people out there are not guaranteed tomorrow. So if we don’t listen to the Lord, and do what He wants us to do, and reach them for Christ, they’ll die and go to Hell forever. And they’ll cry out, “Help! Help!” but there’s no help for them. There are people in hell saying, “Go tell my momma not to come here! Go tell my daddy not to come here! Oh, go tell everybody not to come here! It’s a terrible place, this place called Hell!” My friends, we’ve got to reach people before it’s too late, and we can only do it through God! Through God! Through God we shall do valiantly. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, a great preacher, said, “One evening I was told that a minister's son was to be present in my congregation, and that though he professed to be a Christian he did not work much at it,” or he wasn’t living for Christ. “I watched for him and selected the man in the audience who I thought was he, and selected the right man. At the close of the service, I hurried to the door by which he would leave, and shook hands with different ones as they passed out. When he came, I took his hand and said, ‘Good evening! I am glad to see you; are you a friend of Jesus?’ 

‘Yes,’ he replied heartily, ‘I consider myself a friend of Jesus.’” 

Then the minister replied, "Jesus says, ‘Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.’" (John 15:14) 

The boy’s eyes fell. ‘If those are the conditions, I guess I am not.’ 

I put the same question to you today. Are you a friend of Jesus? Are you doing what Jesus has commanded us to do? Are you winning souls as He commanded us to do?”

Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) Oh, are you doing all you can to reach people everywhere? The Bible says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) Oh, the Lord was adding to the church daily! That means they were winning souls every day! Are we following Jesus? Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19) Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) Jesus' commandment is to preach the Gospel every day, everywhere, to every creature.  Oh, let’s do all we can to reach everybody for Christ. 

Oh, I’m reminded of how Moses led that great group out to the Red Sea. Then the enemy started to chase after them. So here they are with the big Red Sea in front of them, and the Egyptian army is coming out after them. They were saying, “Moses! Why did you bring us here? We’re going to die here!” 

Then Moses said, “Oh, be quiet! You’re about ready to see God move!” And Moses lifted up his hand with that rod in it, and the waters parted, and the children of Israel walked over on dry land. The enemy was so enraged at them that they went charging after them. Then they came out of there, and Moses lifted up his hand and the waters came down upon the enemy! 

Oh, my friends, right now maybe you’re facing a Red Sea and you don’t see a way to part it. I say unto you: your God is able! Moses did it through God! He didn’t do it in his own strength! Oh, through God you have the victory. Maybe that enemy’s chasing you right now, but they’ll be drowned in the sea. “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalms 60:12) 

I think of David out there as he was fighting with that huge giant. And he got down there, “W-a-a-a-a-a-a-a!!!”  So David took that shepherd’s sling, and drew back, and let that stone go. And something went into that giant’s head that never went there before, and he fell over dead! David ran over, took that sword, and cut that stinkin’ giant’s head off! Oh, listen to me, David had the victory through God! Through God! Through God!

The Bible says, “...greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) God says, “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:9) 

Oh, God is saying to us, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” (Isaiah 41:10) Oh, through God we shall do valiantly! The Bible says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) Oh, my friends, we can! We can! We can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us! Listen to me. You can have courage! You can be victorious! You can be an overcomer! Oh, “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” 

I don’t know what you’re facing today, but you can overcome it. You say, “How?” Through God! Through God! “Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.” Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Oh, it’s the Lord that can help you! The Bible says, “If the Son {Jesus Christ} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) It’s only through Christ that you can have the victory.  Jesus suffered, bled, and died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell so we can go to Heaven, and it’s only through Christ that we can have the victory! Jesus said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5) Jesus said, “...lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:20) Oh, Jesus is with us, and we need to realize that we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us! Oh, my friends, let’s be people of courage because we have the victory through the Lord Jesus Christ!

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 
