“Make a Difference in Your World” part 1
(or, “Be a Soul Winner”)
Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you today, so I’m going to jump right into the message.  The Bible says in the book of Mark, “Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.”  This particular man’s life was completely changed or transformed by Jesus Christ.  Now this man wanted to stay with Jesus, because Jesus made a difference in his life.  However, Jesus knew this man could make a difference in his family’s life, his friends’ lives, and also in the world.  Hey, we read about him in the book of Mark.  So therefore his life made a difference then and his life is making a difference now.  The Bible says that this man went and told the great things the Lord had done for him.  Jesus said, “Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.”  So he went around telling everybody what Jesus had done for him.  Now, I love what the Bible says – that when this man gave his testimony and told what the Lord had done for him, that “All men did marvel.  All men did marvel.”  They were amazed at what happened.  Their lives were impacted.  This man made a difference in this world.  Now, I want to speak to you today on this subject:  Make a Difference in Your World.  Make a Difference in the World.
Let’s pray.  “Dear Lord Jesus, I think we all want to make a difference, and I pray that You would help us to make a difference in this world – to impact this world for Jesus Christ.  I believe each and every person that is listening to me can make a difference.  Help us to make a difference in the world.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
Now, I believe deep down in our hearts, we all want to make a difference in this world.  We all want to impact this world for Christ.  We all want to leave our mark, if you will.  We just don’t want to go through this life, living, and then at the end of it, people say, “Well, they didn’t make any impact.”  I think we all want to make a difference in this world deep down in our hearts.  So, the question comes – How do we make a difference in this world?  
Well, I heard an amazing story about a set of twins who were just a few days old.  One of them had been born with a serious heart condition and wasn’t expected to live.  A few days went by and one baby’s health continued to deteriorate; she was close to death. A hospital nurse asked if she could go against hospital policy and put the babies in the same incubator together, rather than in individual incubators.  It was a big ordeal, but finally the doctor consented to allow the twins to be placed side by side in the same incubator, just as they had been in their mother’s womb.

Somehow, the healthy baby managed to reach over and put his arm around his little sick sister.  Before long, and for no apparent reason, her heart began to stabilize and heal.  Her blood pressure came up to normal. Her temperature soon followed suit.  Little by little she got better, and today they are both perfectly healthy children.  A newspaper caught wind of the story and photographed the twins while still in the incubator, embraced in a hug.  They ran the photo with the caption “The Rescuing Hug.”

Friend, somebody needs your hug today. Somebody needs your love.  Somebody needs to feel your touch.  You may not realize it, but there is healing in your hands. There is healing in your voice.  God wants to use you to bring hope, healing, love, and victory to people wherever you go.  If you’ll dare to take your mind off your troubles, get your mind off your own needs and, instead, seek to be a blessing to other people, God will do more for you than you could even ask or think.

Oh, how God wants to use us to make a difference in this world.  The particular passage I quoted to you earlier comes from Mark chapter 5 and verse 19.  I’ll read it once again: “Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.  And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.”   This particular man’s life was changed, and God used him to make a difference in other people’s lives.  Who was this particular man?  Well, this man was the maniac of Gadareh.”  (Visual – have maniac come out.)  Imagine being called a maniac!  Waah!  Crazy!  Well, you know what?  That’s what this man was known for.  The Bible says that one day Jesus and his disciples went on the other side of the sea.  When they arrived there, “there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,  Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:”  People would try to bind this man with chains, and he would just break them loose.  He was a crazy man.  He lived among the tombs.  He lived in the graveyard, if you will.  He lived in the mountains, and day and night, he was in the mountains and the tombs and crying out!!!!!  Waah!!!  Waaah!!!  He was a crazy man!  He would take stones and he’d cut himself, and he was all cut up and he was all messed up.  Now this was the man that came out to meet Jesus that particular day.  But when Jesus saw him afar off, the guy came running up to Him, and the demon said through this man, “I adjure you, that thou torment me not.”  And Jesus said, “Come out of him, thou unclean spirit.”  See, the demon was inside of the man and didn’t want to go out, so Jesus said, “What is your name?”  And the demon said, “My name is Legion, (ha!ha!ha!) for we are many.”  Hey, this guy was so crazy.  But Jesus said, “You have to get out of him.”  But the demon said, “No, Jesus!  Not before the time.  Oh, don’t send us out of this country!  Send us into the swine!”  So Jesus said to the demons, “Go right now into the swine!”  (Visual – cast out demon.  Thank you)  And you know what?  The demons listened to Jesus.  See, Jesus is more powerful than Satan.  Jesus is more powerful than demons.  Jesus is more powerful than anything, my friend.  Those demons went into the herd of swine, and the Bible says there were about 2,000 of them, and they ran over a cliff and fell into the water and drowned.  But you know what?  The Bible says that all the people came around there and they came and they noticed this man, sitting, clothed, and in his right mind, and they were afraid.  This man was changed completely.  His life was rearranged.  Now people came up and said that they were afraid of him when they saw him.  You know what?  When you tell your family and when you tell your friends that you want to serve Jesus with your life, that you want to spend your life telling others about Jesus, and you want to put Jesus first, some people are going to be scared of that.  Your parents may say, “Now, you’ve joined a cult!  You’ve gone crazy!”  But you haven’t gone crazy.  You’re following the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  You are following Jesus Christ.  But when you tell family and friends, they might be afraid.  They may try to discourage you, but you keep your focus on Jesus Christ, because Jesus Christ is the One Who saved us from Hell.  Jesus Christ is the One Who gave His life for us.  And, hey, man, if He gave His life for us; shouldn’t we live for Him?  I think we ought to live for Jesus Christ, don’t you?  
Well, you can imagine that this man just wanted to be with Jesus.  Here he was, a demon-possessed man, a crazy man, but Jesus set him free, and he said to Jesus, “I want to be with you, Jesus, all the time.”  Jesus knew that this man could impact the people in his town, his family’s life, his friends’ lives, or people he had known before.  He could impact the people in this particular city for Christ.  So Jesus said, “Go into the city and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.”  Therefore this man went forth telling others about Jesus, and he made an impact for Christ.  
Listen to me.  Jesus Christ wants to use you and me to tell others about Him.  How can we make a difference in this world?  We can be a soul winner.  A soul winner is somebody who tells other people about Jesus Christ.  My friends, the maniac of Gaderah changed into a man who was a soul winner, and again a soul winner is someone who tells others about Jesus.  He went around saying, “Jesus is the Saviour, and He can set you free.  He set me free.  And when I trusted in Him, He came in my life, and now I’m going to Heaven someday, and you can go to Heaven someday.”  Hey, we need to be a soul winner.  And, again, how do you define what a soul winner is?  It’s someone who tells others about Jesus.  Listen to me.  What is the greatest thing that has happened in our lives?  It’s knowing Jesus.  Then I ask the question.  What is the greatest thing we can do with our lives?  To tell other people about Jesus – to be a soul winner, and to share the greatest news of all about Jesus Christ with this world.  How can we make a difference in the world?  Be a soul winner and tell others about Jesus.
I grew up in a home where there was a lot of fussing and fighting, and I felt like nobody loved me, and nobody cared about me.  But, you know what?   Somebody loved me enough to tell me about Jesus Christ.  When nobody else loved me, Jesus loved me, and He forgave me of my sins, He saved me from hell, and now I’m going to Heaven someday.  But I wouldn’t have known about Jesus if someone hadn’t told me about Jesus named a soul winner. A soul winner is somebody who tells others about Jesus.  I’m glad somebody told me about Jesus.  Aren’t you glad somebody told you about Jesus?  And if you don’t know Jesus, I’m a soul winner today telling you that Jesus loves you, Jesus died for you, and Jesus wants to come into your heart today and take you to Heaven.  That’s the greatest news in the world.  Why don’t we as Christians go out from this place and do all we can to be soul winners and tell others about Jesus?  Oh, I say unto you – Be a soul winner!  Be a soul winner!  Be a soul winner and tell others about Jesus Christ!
I’m reminded of Aunt Sophie, a converted scrub woman who used to say she was called to scrub and preach.  Wherever she went, she would tell others of Jesus the Saviour.  Someone made fun of her one day by saying that she was talking about Christ to a wooden Indian standing in front of a cigar store.  When Sophie heard this, she replied, “Perhaps I did.  My eyesight is not good.  But talking about Christ to a wooden Indian is not so bad as being a wooden Christian and never talking to anybody about Jesus.”  Oh, how many souls have you brought to the Lord Jesus?  Are you always busy telling others about Jesus?  Let’s tell others about Jesus, amen?
Jesus one time said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Now, a fisher catches fishes, but a fisher of men catches men or people.  What is Jesus saying with all this?  He’s saying, “I want you to go out and fish for people.  I want you to go out and tell them about Me so they can go to Heaven someday.”  That’s what Jesus wants us to do with our lives.  Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”  (Mark 16:15)  My friends, that’s a command, not just a good suggestion or a great idea.  Jesus has given us a command to go and preach the gospel (that’s the death, and burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ) to everybody.  We are commanded to do that.  Now, how many would say, “We love Jesus”?  Well, do we really love Jesus?  If we love Jesus, we will keep His command and go out and tell others about Jesus.  I love Jesus.  Do you love Jesus?  Then let’s obey what Jesus has told us to do and tell others about Him.  That’s what Christ wants us to do.
Hey, the Bible says in Daniel 12:3, “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”  Hey, the Bible says, when you are a soul winner, it is like the stars in the heaven.  Do you ever go out at nighttime and look at the stars?  Wow!  It’s incredible!  Nobody can put on something that just amazes us like God does.  Disney can’t do it.  Hollywood can’t do it.  God puts all those stars there, and we go “Wow!  Isn’t God great?  Isn’t He awesome?”  Well, God says when you win people to Christ, it’s like looking at the stars in Heaven.  It’s an incredible thing.  Do you know that the Bible says that there is more rejoicing in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth – that trusts Christ as his Saviour, than over 99 people that are all right?  Listen to me – there’s rejoicing in Heaven.  There’s a party going on in Heaven when somebody trusts Jesus.  They’re saying, “Wait a minute!  Hey!  Look at that soul winner down there.  They’re getting ready to tell somebody about Jesus.  Oh, they’re telling somebody about Jesus.  Oh, right now they’re leading them to Jesus.  Wooh!  They’re getting saved!  Look at that soul winner!   Wooh!”  They’re so excited because you’re telling others about Jesus.  Amen!
The Bible says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)  God wants to give us power to tell other people about Jesus.  We need to say “Holy Spirit of God, help me to reach others for Jesus Christ.”  The Bible says, “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.”  (Luke 14:23)  Jesus said, “Go out there and compel them, drag them, do what you have to do to get them to know about Jesus Christ.  Tell them about Jesus.”  Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)  Listen to me.  Jesus’ purpose for coming to this world was to give His life as a ransom so we could go to Heaven some day.  So, how can you make a difference in this world?  Be a soul winner and tell others about Jesus Christ.  
Jesus one time said, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:36)  Jesus saw them as running about, not having a purpose in life, not having a direction.  Why are we here, God?  And God says, “The reason you’re here is because I love you, and I gave My Son so you could go to Heaven.”  See, God wants us to go out and tell people about Jesus.  Hey, let’s be a soul winner and tell people about Jesus.  
Jesus said, “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.”  (John 4:35)   You say, “I don’t know if people are ready.”  Listen to me.  They’re ready.  There are people out there that want to get saved.  There are people out there that want to go to Heaven.  They are just waiting for you and me to go out and tell them about Jesus.  Let’s be a soul winner.  Let’s go out and tell other people about Jesus Christ!  Amen!
The Apostle Paul said, “I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”  (I Corinthians 9:22 b)  In other words, the Apostle Paul said, “I’m willing to do whatever it takes.  I’m willing to give of my life.  I’m willing to do what it takes to reach others for Christ.”  Listen to me.  We need something down inside of us that will say, “I’ll do whatever it takes to tell others about Jesus.  I’ll give my all.  I want to spend my life being a soul winner.”  How about you?  Why don’t you say, “I’ll be a soul winner.  I’ll tell people about Jesus.”? 
I remember when I first started getting involved with soul winning or sharing my faith with others, or telling others about Christ.  I would fill my pockets full of tracts, and I would go to an apartment complex.  I would go to the very top of those apartments, and I would take out a tract and put it on the doorknob.  I’d take out a tract, and put in on another doorknob.  I’d take out another tract and put it on a door.  And if I heard anybody come out of a door, I would run downstairs and hide under the stairs.  Why?  Because I was so shy and bashful.  But I knew Jesus wanted me to tell others about Him.  I knew Jesus wanted me to be a soul winner, so I said to myself, “I’m going to go,” even though I was scared.  Hey, you may be scared or afraid, but if you will just go, God will use you.  I remember the first time I went soul winning with a fellow, and he said, “Hey, we’re going to go knock on this door here.”  And I was scared to death.  I had already told him, “I’m not going to say anything!  I’m just going to watch you.”  But my knees were shaking as I walked up to the door with him, and he told some folks about Jesus, and God blessed!  Hey, it wasn’t very long after that when one day I was out with a man named Andrew, and Andrew knocked on a door, and he said to me, “The next door is your door.”  I said, “OK.”  I knocked on the door and a young lady came to the door, and I witnessed to her.  Now, she didn’t get saved or anything, but, you know, I started witnessing.  I started telling people about Christ.  A few weeks later, I knocked on a door, and I was invited into the home; I started to witness to a man, and he asked Jesus to come into his heart and save him.  Listen to me.  If God could use me to tell others about Jesus, He can use you.  Hey, just get started, and go out, and pray, and watch, and learn.  You don’t necessarily need to go out and say anything when you are starting soul winning.  Just go out there and be a help, and God will use you.
Hey, I’ll never forget when I arrived in Mexico.  I didn’t know very much Spanish except Hola, hello!  Or something like that.  I had to write out the plan of salvation on a piece of paper.  And what I would do is I would just read that piece of paper to them.  I couldn’t really say anything other than just read.  But, you know what?  If they would interrupt me and say something, I would just say, “Yeah, and the Bible says,…”  You know, they may have been saying, “Hey, can you give me some drugs?  And I would say, “Yeah, and the Bible says, …”   They may have said, “Hey, your momma messed up when she had you,” and I would say, “Yeah, and the Bible says…”  I don’t know what they were saying, but I just kept telling them about Jesus.  I said, “Yeah, and the Bible says…”  Now I would read that whole tract, and then I would read where it said, “Would you like to receive Christ as your Saviour?”  And they would say yes and I would say, “Pray and ask Jesus into your heart.”  And many, many people trusted Christ as their Saviour in that first year.  Well over 800 people trusted Christ as their Saviour.  Listen to me.  If God used me and I didn’t even know Spanish and I had to read something, I think God can use you.  You can listen to my Spanish now, and it’s not very good, but, you know, God is using me to reach others for Jesus Christ, and God wants to use you to be a soul winner and to reach others for Christ.  Hey, let’s be soul winners.  Amen!  Let’s tell other people about Jesus!
Who would say today, “I want to be a soul winner.  I want to tell others about Jesus.”?  Lift up your hand.  Hey, Jesus gave His life for you, so why don’t you give your life to tell others about Jesus?  

Every head bowed, and every eye closed.

Right now you come and ask God to help to you to tell others about Jesus.  You come!

