(Visual - Real Jesus Banner, a whip, the Gift Banner, and maybe a chair as well)
“Salvation is Simple”
Well, it’s sure great to be here, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open with me to Acts chapter 16, verse number 22-31. Acts chapter 16, verse number 22. My friends, I want to share with you a very exciting story from the Bible. The Bible says, “And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:22-31)  

My friends, Paul and Silas were going around and preaching about Jesus Christ, that Jesus died on the cross to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to a wonderful place called Heaven someday. All you have to do is trust in Jesus alone, and He will save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. Now some people got mad about that and they ended up throwing them into prison.  

Then, all of a sudden, there was a great earthquake so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. The keeper of the prison woke up and went in there and saw that the doors were open, and he knew as a leader watching over them, that if he didn’t do his job, then he could be tortured or be mistreated badly, so he took out his sword and was about ready to kill himself. But Paul said, “Wait a minute! We’re all here! Do yourself no harm!” 

This guy runs in there and he falls before them and he says, “Oh, sirs, what must I do to be saved? I have heard you sing and talk about Jesus. I want to know how my sins can be forgiven. I want to know how I can be saved from Hell! Oh, I want to know how I can go to Heaven!” 

Then they responded and told him, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) My friends, it's that simple. We have to believe, trust, depend, and rely upon Jesus Christ alone to save us from Hell and take us to Heaven. 

I want to speak to you on the subject, “Salvation is Simple.” See, it’s a very simple thing. It’s not very complicated. God loves us and wants us to be with Him in a wonderful place called Heaven. God is not saying, “You’ve got to do all these good works. You’ve got to go to the church so many times. You’ve got to do this or that or what have you.” No! He just says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) Oh, trust in Jesus Christ, God’s Son Who died on the Cross for you to save you from Hell. Now if you’ll trust in that, then you can go to Heaven, a place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. Oh, my friends, salvation is so simple! 

Let’s pray. "Lord, I pray that You’ll help us to understand the simplicity of salvation and to trust You. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

During the Spanish War, Colonel Roosevelt commanded a regiment of rough-riders in Cuba. He became much attached to his men and was greatly concerned when a number of them fell sick. Hearing that Mrs. Clara Barton (the lady who devoted herself to the work of nursing the wounded soldiers) had received a supply of food for the invalids under her care, Colonel Roosevelt requested her to sell a portion of them to him for the sick men of his regiment; however, his request was refused. 

The colonel was very troubled. He cared for his men and was willing to pay for the food for his men out of his own pocket. He was willing to pay for it himself! “Oh, how can I get this food for my soldiers?” he asked. “I must have proper food for the sick men.” 

Then it was told him, “Colonel, just ask for them. Just ask for them.”

“Oh,” said Roosevelt, his face breaking into a smile. “That’s the way, isn’t it? Then I do ask for them!” And he got them at once. 

My friends, receiving salvation is that simple. You can’t work for it. You can’t do anything for it. You just ask for it. You ask the Lord Jesus Christ to come into your heart, to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven? If you’ll do so, He’ll do it. Salvation is that simple. 

My friends, we live in a world with so much hurt, pain, and sorrow, and so many bad things happening. There are many people that are empty inside and they try drugs, alcohol, religion or whatever to fill that emptiness in their lives, and there’s only one Person Who can fill that emptiness. You see, the Lord created you to have a relationship with Him, and the only way you can fill that emptiness is to have the Lord Jesus Christ in your life. Oh, there are so many people living in loneliness. Now, they may have many people around them, but they’re lonely inside because they need that relationship with the Lord Jesus. 

Oh, there are many people who are guilty. “I’ve done so many things. I don’t know if I could be forgiven. I don’t know if I could ever get rid of this guilt and shame that I have.” I tell you, Jesus Christ can set you free today. “If the Son {the Lord Jesus Christ} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) Oh, many people are living with fear of death and just fear in general as well. They’re wondering what’s going to happen when they die. Oh, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) We all need to prepare for all eternity and God doesn’t want us to worry about it. See, Jesus loves you and cares about you so much that He died for you.

Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10b) Oh, Jesus gave His life for you so you wouldn’t have to be separated from Him in a place called Hell, but that you could go to Heaven someday. That’s why Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) Oh, salvation is so simple because all you have to do is trust Jesus to take you to Heaven. 

See, Jesus is the Door in which we must enter. Imagine if there’s a door right here. What do you have to do to get to the destination? You’ve got to go through that door. Jesus said, “I am the door...” (John 10:7) and “I gave My life for you so if you’ll trust in Me, then you can go to Heaven." Jesus said it like this, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” (John 6:47)  

Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him...” (Revelation 3:20) See, Jesus is knocking on your heart’s door. Jesus is saying, “I love you. I want to come into your heart, forgive you of all the bad things you’ve done, save you from Hell, and take you to a wonderful place called Heaven.”  

Oh, Jesus loves you so very much. My friends, salvation is so very simple. I’m reminded of the children of Israel, how they had sinned and done things wrong, and how some fiery serpents came out, and they were biting them, and many of the people of Israel were dying. So they were crying out saying, “We have sinned against God! Oh, Lord, forgive us and help us!” The Lord heard them and said unto Moses, "Make thee a brazen serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) 

Oh, my friends, it’s that simple. These people had been bitten by serpents and were losing their lives, and all they had to do is look at that bronze serpent and live. Oh, it was something that God did for them that they could not do for themselves. Now Jesus said, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, {and the people looked at it and they lived} even so must the Son of man be lifted up.” (John 3:14) Oh, if you’ll look to Jesus' sacrifice for the forgiveness of your sins, you shall be saved from hell and go to heaven someday.  

Let me show you what I'm talking about. (Visual - Real Jesus Banner) Oh, think about what Jesus went through for you. They spit in Jesus’ face. They plucked His beard out. Oh, they put a crown of thorns on His brow and blood flowed down His face. They put a blindfold over His eyes, and they were hitting Him, and they were saying, “Who hit You, Jesus? Who hit You?” Oh, Jesus could have called down thousands of angels and wiped them out. But you know why He didn’t? Because Jesus wanted to give His life for you. Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you. Oh, Jesus gave His life for you. 
They took a whip they ripped His back open, and they beat Jesus, and beat Jesus. Oh, Jesus was suffering, bleeding, and dying to forgive you of your sins. See, your sin or your wrong separates you from God, but Jesus died to forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and give you a wonderful home in Heaven if you’ll trust in that. They drove spikes into His hands and feet. They picked up that cross and they dropped it down. Oh, Jesus suffered, bled, and died for you! Oh, Jesus loves you! 

Jesus died to save you from Hell so you can go to Heaven. Now if you’ll trust in that as your only way to get to Heaven, the Bible says, you “...shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) The Bible doesn’t say, “hopefully, might be, or cross your fingers.” No, you shall be saved from hell! See, you can’t trust in Jesus and your good works to get to Heaven. You can’t trust in Jesus and going to church. You can’t trust in Jesus and anything else. No, you’ve got to trust in Jesus alone to take you to heaven! Jesus is the Saviour of the whole world. A saviour is one who rescues somebody who cannot do anything to save himself. 

I’ve heard it said like this: If you were in a swimming pool and were about ready to drown, that lifeguard would come in and save your life. But you have to realize you are helpless and need to be saved. That’s the way it is with salvation. Salvation is simple. You can’t do anything to save yourself. Jesus paid the price for you to set you free. You just say, “Jesus, save me,” and He’ll do it just like that. Salvation is so very simple. The Lord says, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” (Isaiah 45:22) Oh, look to Jesus and you’ll live and have everlasting life in a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain or sorrow. Oh, it is simply, believing and receiving - believing that Jesus died for you, and receiving that as your only way to Heaven. Salvation is that simple. 

I’m reminded of a little girl who went to her daddy who was a preacher and said, “Daddy, I don’t know if I’m saved. I don’t know if I’m going to go to Heaven for sure. I have some doubts about it.” 

So the daddy said to the little girl, “Sweetheart, what are you trusting in to get you to Heaven?”

She said, “Well, I’m trusting Jesus. Jesus gave His life for me. I’m trusting in Jesus.”

The father responded, “Then you’re saved. Because the Bible says, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,’” (Acts 16:31)

My friends, it’s not based on feelings. It’s not based on what you do. It’s based on what Jesus did. The question is, Are we trusting what Jesus did for us to get to Heaven? Now, when we trust in Jesus, we are saved and on our way to heaven. 

My friends, salvation is so simple. It’s repentance. Jesus said, “...except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:5) What is repentance? Well, it's like this. It’s been defined as “changing one’s mind” or “a turn,” if you will. It’s kind of like this: Here you are. You are guilty of sin and because of that you’re on your way to Hell. Maybe you’re trusting your good works, your religion or what have you to get you to Heaven, but then you change your mind, and you realize that Jesus Christ died on the cross to forgive you of your sins, save you from hell, and take you to Heaven, and you trust in Jesus as your way to heaven. That’s repentance. You’re changing your mind to realize that Jesus is the only way of salvation. You trust in Jesus alone to get you to Heaven. 

It’s kind of like this: Here you are, a sinner, on your way to Hell, and you turn to Jesus Christ to go to Heaven. That’s repentance–turning to Jesus to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. My friends, Jesus is the only One Who can save you. 

Salvation is simply like coming home. Oh, the invitation is for you to come to Jesus so you can have eternal life. 

I’m reminded of that prodigal son who went to his daddy and said, “Daddy, give me my inheritance that I may enjoy it.”

The father said, “Don’t do that, Son. You’re not prepared.”

Well, eventually the father consented to the son’s wishes, and the son went out, and wasted it on the party life. He got bad off, and he was willing to feed pigs and eat the pig's food.

But he said, “Wait a minute. I’ll go home and say, ‘Daddy, I'm sorry. Can I just work for you?’”

So when he came home, the father saw him, and ran to him, and embraced him, and said, “You were lost, but now you’re found. You went astray, but now you're back home."

That’s the way it is. We are lost, but we can come home to Jesus Christ. See, that son came home, and that father ran to him. That’s the way it is, you just come to Jesus, and say, “Jesus, I need You. Please save me,” and He will save you. Oh, come to Jesus Christ and He will receive you. Jesus said, “...him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37b) Oh, if you come to Jesus, Jesus won’t cast you away. Jesus will never leave you nor forsake you.  

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Oh, come to Jesus and He can set you free. Oh, you want to have life everlasting, and you don’t want to go to Hell, then you just come to Jesus and He’ll give you rest, and He’ll take you to a wonderful place of no more hurt or pain. Oh, just come to Jesus. It’s that simple. 

My friends, salvation is so simple, and it’s like asking and receiving. Oh, asking and receiving. The Bible says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) The Bible doesn’t say “hopefully” or “might be,” but it says, “shall be saved...” Saved from what? Saved from Hell by calling out to Jesus and asking Jesus to save you from Hell and take you to Heaven. It’s that simple. It’s the sinner’s prayer: “Oh, God, be merciful to me a sinner and save my soul.” 

Let me say this: it is not a prayer that saves you; it’s Jesus. You’re asking Jesus. You’re trusting in Jesus to take you to Heaven. My friends, salvation is so simple. As the Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:31) 

Let me illustrate: (Visual - the Gift Banner) Would you please help me? My friends, I love Christmas. I love to receive gifts, but a true gift is free, with no strings attached. You can’t work for or earn a free gift. You just receive a gift. Let me illustrate:

“Can you help me?” I want to give you these twenty pesos, but you’ve got to come to church ti receive it. Is that a gift? No. If I say, I’ll give you these twenty pesos, but you have to do many good works to receive it. Is that a gift? No. He’s working for it. A true gift is free with no strings attached. Let me illustrate to you what I’m talking about. 
Here are the twenty pesos, but what does he have to do to receive it? He just has to reach out and receive it. It’s the same way with Jesus. Jesus died for the whole world. Jesus died to forgive us of our sins, save us from Hell, but you have to receive what He did for you. The Bible says, “...but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23b) The Bible also says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) See, you can’t work for it; you just have to receive it like a gift. You have to receive Jesus in order to get to Heaven.

So how could he get these twenty pesos? He just came and received it. That’s what you’ve got to do: you’ve got to come to Jesus, and receive that He died for you to save you from Hell. You’ve got to come to Jesus. You’ve got to receive Christ. You’ve got to trust in Jesus alone to take you to Heaven. 

Oh, imagine if you were in an ocean and you were about ready to drown. All of a sudden, you see a boat there, and you cry, “Help! Help! Save me!" My friends, that’s a picture of salvation. Salvation is so simple. See, we’re in this ocean of sin, and it’s going to drown us and take us to Hell, but that boat represents Jesus. Jesus died to forgive you of your sin, and all you have to do is say, “Jesus, save me.” And He’ll save you just like that. Oh, just trust in Jesus to save you from Hell to take you to heaven. Oh, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” (Acts 16:22-31)  

It’s like a plane going to Chicago. I’ve got to believe that plane could get me there, and get on there, trusting it to get me there. It’s the same way with salvation. Jesus died for you, but you have to trust in that to take you to Heaven. to save you from hell.

It’s like trusting in a chair. I can believe the chair can hold me up, but it’s not holding me up because I’m not sitting on it. It’s the same way with Jesus. Jesus died to forgive you of your sins. Jesus died to save you from Hell. Oh, Jesus died to take you to Heaven, but you’ve got to put all your trust in that. You’ve got to depend on Jesus to save you from hell. You’ve got to trust in Jesus Christ to take you to Heaven. 

Oh, my friends, right now Jesus wants to come into your heart, forgive you of your sins, save you from Hell, and take you to Heaven. And all you have to do is say, “Jesus, come into my heart. I trust in You to take me to Heaven." 

Every head bowed, every eye closed. 

