(Visual - real Jesus banner)
"Satisfaction Guaranteed"
(to saved and unsaved)

Well, it is sure great to be here today, and I want to try help you, so get your Bibles open to Philippians chapter 4 and verse number 11. Philippians chapter 4, verses 11 through 13. The Bible says in Philippians chapter 4 and verse number 11, "Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." 

My friends, this was written by one of the greatest Christians that has ever lived. It was written by the great apostle Paul who God used to write two thirds of the New Testament. God used him to impact this world to this very day for the Lord. 

Now here the great apostle Paul is sitting in a prison cell, and he writes the book of Philippians. He writes in verse number 11, and I want to draw your attention to there again, "Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content." (Philippians 4:11) Paul was saying, "Hey, I am sitting in a prison cell, but I am happy in Jesus. Oh, I am going through a tough time, but Jesus is with me. Jesus will never leave me nor forsake me." Oh, Paul knew what true contentment was. He knew the Prince of Peace and he had peace in his heart and mind and his life. He knew how to truly be satisfied. 

My friends, I want to speak to you on the subject "Satisfaction Guaranteed." Now, we all want to be content, right? We all want to be satisfied. We all want to have true peace. So that is why I am speaking to you on the wonderful subject of  "Satisfaction Guaranteed."

Let's pray. "Lord, I pray that You would help us to find that true satisfaction, that we will have peace and contentment in life. In Jesus' mighty name, Amen." 

My friends, we would all like to be satisfied, and to be guaranteed of satisfaction, contentment, and have true fulfillment in life. We want clothes, food, money, fun toys, great cars, and the great this or that in life. We feel like if we have these things we will truly be satisfied. So what is it that you are looking for? Is it for love? Oh, you are looking for something to satisfy your soul.

I remember growing up I was given a tool box with different tools. So I had my own tool set. I had all those wrenches, screwdrivers, and things like that. Then I would go in a store where there were more tools, and I wanted more tools. That is the way that it is in life. We just want more. We think if we get this particular thing, then we are going to be satisfied. 

You ladies know what I am talking about. You go in and go shopping. You say, "Oh, just a another pair of shoes" to go with your other fifty pairs! You are never satisfied. You are always looking for something else to be content.

I am reminded that they asked the richest man of the world, "How much money would it take for you to be satisfied?"

And he responded, "One dollar more."

In other words, he was saying just another dollar and after that another dollar. That is the way it is. Sometimes we are always wanting a little bit more. So how can we be satisfied? How can we be content in our lives? That is why I am speaking to you about Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

We live in a generation where everybody says, "Give me, give me, give me. Give me, give me, give me. I want it my way, in the way that I see fit. I have to get what I deserve." 

One night a poor farmer was awakened by an angel of the Lord who said, "You have found favor in the eyes of your Maker. He wants to do for you what He did for your ancestor Abraham. He wants to bless you. Therefore, make any three requests of God, and He will pleased to give them to you. There is only one condition. Your neighbor will get a double portion of everything that is given to you."

The farmer was so startled by all of this that he woke up his wife and told her all about it. She insisted that he put it to the test. So they prayed, "Oh, blessed God, if we could just have a herd of a thousand cattle, that would enable us to break out of the property in which we have lived for generations, that would be wonderful."

As soon as they said these words, they heard the sound of the animal noises outside. Lo and behold all around the house were a thousand magnificent cattle. During the next few days the farmer's feet hardly touched the ground. He divided his time between praising God for His great generosity and making practical provision for his newly found affluence. 

On the third afternoon, he was up on a hill beyond his house trying to decide where to build a new barn when, for the first time, he looked across at the neighbor's field. And there on the green hill stood two thousand magnificent cattle. For the first time since the angel of the Lord had appeared, his joy evaporated and a scowl of envy took its place. 

He went home that evening in a foul mood, refused to eat supper, and went to bed in a absolute rage. He couldn't fall asleep because every time he closed his eyes, all he could see were his neighbor's two thousand head of cattle. 

Deep in the night, however, he remembered that the angel said that he could make three wishes. With that he shifted his focus away from his neighbor and back to his own situation, and the old joy quickly returned. Digging into his own heart to find out what else he really wanted, he began to realize that in addition to some kind of material security, he had always wanted descendants to carry on his name through history. So he prayed a second time, saying, "Gracious God, if it please Thee, give me a child that I might have descendants."

It wasn't long before his wife came to him with the news that she was bearing in her body a life not her own, a child. The next months were passed in great joy. The farmer was busy with his newly-acquired affluence and looking forward to the great grace of being a parent. 

On the night his first child was born, he was absolutely overjoyed. The next day was the Sabbath. He went to the synagogue, and at the time of prayers of the people he stood up and shared with the gathered community his great and good fortune. Now, at last, had a child been born into their home. He had hardly sat down, however, when his neighbor got up and said, "God has indeed been gracious to our little community. I had twin sons born last night. Thanks be to God."

On hearing that, the farmer went home in a utterly different mood from the one in which he came. Instead of being joyful, he was filled with the canker of jealousy. This time the dark emotions didn't go away. Later that evening, he made his third request of God which was, "Lord, please gouge out my right eye."

No sooner had he said these words than the angel who started the whole process came again. "Oh, son of Abraham, why have you turned to such dark desirings?"

With pent-up rage, the farmer replied, "I can't stand to see my neighbor prosper. I'll gladly sacrifice half my vision for the satisfaction of knowing that he will never be able to look on what he has."

Those words were followed by a long silence. And as the farmer looked, he saw tears forming in the eyes of the angel. "Why, oh son of Abraham, have you turned the occasion of blessing to a time of hurting? Your third request will not be granted. Not because the Lord lacks in integrity, but because He is full of mercy. However, know this, oh foolish one, you have brought sadness, not only to yourself, but to the very heart of God."

Oh, my friends, think of the moral of this story. If you want to be miserable, then compare what you have with what other people have. There will always be somebody that has more than you, and they will always be in your own opinion less deserving. 

Jesus told a similar story in Matthew 20:1-16 about a vineyard owner and a few workers who were resentful of those that received equal pay for less work. Rather than being grateful for the good they had been promised and had received, they were unhappy and critical of the vineyard owner for not giving them more. 

That is why one of the ten commandments is "Thou shalt not covet." To covet is to be jealous of what other people have, to envy those who have more. These negative emotions rob you of your happiness and keep you from praising God for what He has given to you. If you compare yourself to those who have less, you may become proud. If you compare yourself to those who have more, you will probably become resentful. Oh, God wants you to be content and grateful, regardless of what you have. 

That is why the great apostle Paul said, "Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound." (Philippians 4:11-12a) My friends, let's decide to be content and satisfied in life. 

Let me ask you a serious question. Are you satisfied? Oh, are you satisfied? So how can we be satisfied? How can we be content? How can we be complete? 

Listen. I want to give you three keys to the secret of satisfaction. Listen very carefully.

1. The first key to the secret of satisfaction is: Satisfaction is not in desire. Did you hear that? Satisfaction is not in our desires. 

I think of Lot who desired the greener pasture, if you will, and ended up going to a city that brought destruction to his family. Oh, some of you are thinking that it is greener on the other side. "If I had this or that, I will be satisfied." But that won't bring true satisfaction because that is not where satisfaction is. Satisfaction is not in our desires. 

I think of King David as he stayed back from the battle. He looked out and he desired Bathsheba. She was beautiful. She was a knockout. She was so wonderful to look at. But the problem was that she was married to someone else. 

He ended up committing adultery with her, and to cover up his adulterous sin, he committed murder by having her husband Uriah put in the fiercest part of the battle and he died. This man had a desire for another man's wife. He committed adultery, murder, and had so many problems because true satisfaction is not in desire. My friends, true satisfaction is in the Lord.

That is why the apostle Paul sat in a prison cell and said,  "Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." (Philippians 4:11-13) 

Think about it. Many people want money. But they get it and still want more. They are never satisfied. Many people would rather have money than anything else. They are like the little girl who went into the parlor, and climbed up into the chair, and took a vase off the table. At the bottom of the vase she saw a nickel. She ran her little hand into the vase, closed it over the nickel, then tried to pull her hand out. When it wouldn't come out she called her mother. "Help!" When mother couldn't get the vase off her hand, she called the girl's father. He came and tried to get it off and finally he said, "Mary, open your hand like daddy's and draw your hand out."

She looked up and said, "Daddy, if I do, I'll drop the nickel."

Oh, we laugh at that story. But it is like many people holding on to something in this world, something that will never truly satisfy. It may be popularity. It may be fame or position. But in their souls there is no peace, no joy, no happiness, no contentment. 

Why is it that Michael Jackson, Elvis Presley, and some  movie stars and rich people end up committing suicide and taking drugs and alcohol and trying to feel satisfied and they never can find true satisfaction? Why? Because these things will never satisfy you. There is a void in your heart that you can try to fill with drugs, money, fame, or whatever, but these things don't fill the void in your heart. Oh, there is only One Person that can fill that void. It is the Lord Jesus Christ. My friends, as Christians, if we get caught up in this or that and we forget about Jesus, then we will lose our joy. The joy of the Lord is our strength. We should think about the Lord and live for Him. That is the greatest life to be lived. For me to live is Christ.

Jesus said, "He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." (Matthew 10:39) When you live for Jesus, that is when you have true satisfaction.

2. Let me say this: satisfaction is not our situation. Did you hear that? Satisfaction is not our situation. 

I think of David the shepherd boy guarding the sheep. He is told by his father to go out and help the brothers who are fighting against the enemies, the Philistines, to take some food and help them out. He sees Goliath there. Now, Goliath is a big ole the giant. The giant said, "Somebody come and fight me."

David is just a young shepherd boy, but he says, "I will fight the giant. I will stand for Christ." 

Now the situation wasn't very good for David in the natural. But he trusted and believed God and he got out there. Wah! Then he took that shepherd's sling and let go of that stone and he killed the giant. 

Oh, your situation might be difficult, but God can defeat that giant. If you will trust the Lord, then He will help you and use you to do things you never dreamed possible. You may feel like you are at the Red Sea, and there is no way to cross, but God can part that Red Sea and help you. You may feel like the children of Israel being chased by their enemies. They felt overcome, but God drowned their enemy in the Red Sea. Oh, my friends, God is so powerful and He wants to help you.

The disciples were overwhelmed in the boat. There was a storm all around them. The waves were beating the boat and coming into the boat. They were overwhelmed. They cried out to Jesus, "Jesus, help us!" And Jesus said, "Peace, be still," and He calmed the storm. Oh, my friends, you may have a difficult situation, but get to Jesus and He can help you. The Bible says, "If the Son {Jesus Christ} therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." (John 8:36) Oh, Jesus can set you free. 

Listen to me very carefully. There is an ancient Chinese story that goes like this. A farmer had an old horse that he used for tilling his fields. However, one day the horse escaped into the hills. When all of the farmer's neighbors heard about it, they sympathized with the old man over his bad luck. "Bad luck, good luck. Who knows?" said the farmer.

A week later the horse returned with a herd of wild horses from the hills, and this time the neighbors congratulated the farmer on his good luck. "Good luck, bad luck. Who knows?" said the farmer. 

Then when the farmer's son was attempting to tame one of the wild horses, he fell off its back and broke his leg. Everyone agreed that this was bad luck. Not the farmer, who replied, "Bad luck, good luck. Who knows?" 

Some weeks later the army marched into the Chinese village and forced every able-bodied young man to go and fight in a bloody war. When they saw that the farmer's son had a broken leg, they let him stay. Everyone was happy at the farmer's good luck. Good luck, bad luck. Who knows? 

Life is a lot like that. Sometimes it seems like things are going well. At other times it seems that things are going badly. And we let those things dictate our feelings and our outlook on life. When things are going well, we are happy and we think that God is with us. And when things are going badly, we get discouraged and think that God must have abandoned us. We end up being tossed around by our circumstances. But we really don't have to worry in our circumstances because no matter what, there is hope in Christ. 

When our baby girl Alejandra died, it was a heavy burden upon our hearts. It felt like everything was against us. But the Lord helped us and we wrote a tract about our baby girl, and many people have trusted in Christ because of that. Oh, God can take the bad things and turn them into something wonderful, but we need to trust in the Lord. Oh, Jesus loves you and wants to help you and take care of you in all the situations of life. 

So, my friends, what are the three keys to the secret of satisfaction?

1. Satisfaction is not our desire. 

2. Satisfaction is not our situation.

3. Satisfaction is in Jesus. 

Oh, did you hear that? Satisfaction is in Jesus. My friends, that's how we have true satisfaction, is in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

------------------ to unsaved (below) ---------------------------

(Visual - real Jesus banner) Oh, my friends, Jesus is the Only One who can satisfy your soul. Jesus said, "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36) You can gain everything in the whole world. You can get what you think that pleases you, but it really won't. The only thing that will really please you is knowing Jesus and living for Him. Oh, satisfaction is in Jesus. My friends, Jesus loves you so much that He suffered, bled, and died to forgive you of your sins and save you from hell, so that you can go to heaven. And all you have to do is trust in that - trust in Jesus to take you to heaven. (Describe.)

Listen to me very carefully. A minister spoke one Sunday morning to a group of three hundred prisoners. At the end of the service, one of the inmates with a glowing face came to him. He could not conceal the ecstasy of his joy. He said, "I am the happiest man in this state today."

The preacher asked, "Why are you so happy?"

The man said, "The governor has pardoned me. He has already signed my pardon papers. At sunrise tomorrow, I will go out through that gate a free man." 

Oh, my friends, I thank God for the time I received the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour. My pardon papers were not signed by the President of the United States, nor the Governor of the state, but signed by the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, the Lord Jesus Christ. They were not signed in some fading ink of this world, but signed with the precious blood of Christ. Thank God I heard the message of the Saviour and received the Lord Jesus Christ in my heart and life. Oh, when we have Jesus Christ, we have everything in the world. 

That is where true satisfaction is. It is in Jesus. Some of you have tried everything in the world to be satisfied. Why not try Jesus? Oh, come to Jesus. Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28) Oh, come to Jesus because He wants to help you.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

--------------------to Christians (below) ------------------------

When the missionaries arrived in a village of Panama, they moved into a mud hut with a thatched roof and a dirt floor. Tom was often out and about visiting the Indians. But his wife found herself stuck at home. She was the center of attention of various villagers who examined her curiously, but with whom she couldn't speak. 

The children would come in from playing, covered with little brown insects which the mother removed only with great difficultly, many tears, and liberal amounts of kerosene. 

One evening after the children were in bed, the wife was overwhelmed with emotion. She ran outside, sat on an old stump, and complained to the Lord. "Lord, all I ever wanted was a beautiful home. Is this my beautiful home, this mud hut with a thatched roof and creatures falling from the ceiling? What about my children? Can I bear this for them?"

Kneeling by the stump, she continued weeping and praying. Suddenly it seemed like the Lord seemed to speak with her. The Lord asked, "Can you not live in this mud hut for Me? Oh, remember what I have done for you."

The wife's heart was touched. She remembered how the Lord loved her and gave His life for her. She said, "Yes, Lord, I can live in this mud hut for You. I give my desire for a beautiful home, my children, my husband, all of this to You. Do with me what You will."

She later recalled, "Suddenly, peace surrounded me. I arose from my knees. That mud hut might have been a mansion since my Lord had placed me there. It looked all together different in my eyes. I saw what could be done to make it home." Then she said, "I thought of the poem: 

Two men looked through prison bars.

One saw mud, the other saw stars.

Then she said, "Oh, God, show me the stars."

Oh, my friends, God's grace is sufficient, no matter what the need. God's love is amazing, no matter what the problem. Oh, Jesus is wonderful, no matter what comes against us. Oh, true satisfaction is in the Lord Jesus Christ. So live for Jesus! 

Every head bowed, every eye closed.
