“Making Known the Unknown God”

(or, “Be a Missionary”)

part 1

Well, it’s sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you.  I think what I’m going to share with you today can help us reach this world for Jesus Christ.  So, listen to me very carefully, please.  

Open your Bibles with me to Acts chapter 17, and verse number 23.  Acts 17:23.  The Bible says in Acts chapter 17 and verse number 23, and the Apostle Paul speaking here, “For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.”  

Now let me give you a little background here.  The Apostle Paul went to a city named Athens, and he was going around telling everybody about Jesus Christ.  He went to the market, and he was daily – day in and day out – telling people about the Lord Jesus, and God was doing a great work.  But one day he was walking along, and he happened to look over, and he saw an altar there with the inscription which said, “To the Unknown God.”  When he saw that, he thought, Oh, man, these people are crying out to God and saying, “We don’t know Who You are, but we would like to know Who You are,” and he said, “God, You sent me here to tell those people that You are God and that You love them and that they can go to Heaven someday.”  So Paul stood up and preached in the city of Athens in the midst of Mars’ Hill, and many were there. Paul preached to them about how God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them, and that He made us, and that He wanted to have a relationship with us.  So he told them about Jesus Christ.  Of course, he shared with them how they would have to put their trust in Christ, realizing that Jesus Christ died on the cross to forgive us of all our sins and that on the third day He rose from the dead, proving that one day we can rise and be with Him in Heaven. Hey, if you’ll put your faith and trust and all your dependence on Jesus Christ, you can go to Heaven someday as well.  Paul told them about Jesus.  Now, some listened but didn’t care for it, or just wanted to get away. However, some said, “We’ll hear you again about this matter.”  Paul made them think a little bit.  But, praise God, others received Jesus Christ as their Saviour.  Oh, God was using the Apostle Paul in a great way.  But I want you to notice – Paul had a desire.  Paul had a burden.  Paul was a missionary with a mission to tell others about Jesus, and he said, “I want to make known the unknown God.”  

Listen to me very carefully today.  I want to speak to you on the subject, “Making Known the Unknown God,” or, “Will You Be a Missionary?”  Did you hear that?  Will you be a missionary?  Will you make known the unknown God?  Will you be a missionary for Jesus Christ?

Let’s have a word of prayer.  “Dear Lord Jesus, I pray that You would help us to be missionaries on a mission to tell others about Jesus.  Oh, there is a world that’s dying and going to hell out there, and some of them want to know the truth, and we have the truth.  We have Jesus in our hearts.  And, God, I believe You want to use each and every Christian – every man, every woman, every boy and girl – to reach others for Christ.  Oh, God, help us to reach others for Jesus.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Now, let me describe to you what I believe a missionary is.  I know there are foreign missionaries, folks that leave their home and go to another field.  Many people say, “Brother Ratcliff, thank you for being a missionary, for leaving your home and your family, and coming to Mexico to tell us about Jesus.”  I understand that word missionary, but, you know, a very simple definition for the word “missionary” is this:  A missionary is someone on a mission.  Wow!  That’s incredible, isn’t it?  A missionary is someone on a mission.  Now, that brings some important thoughts to our minds.  If a missionary is someone who is on a mission, then every Christian should be a missionary, because we are all given a mission, aren’t we?  Well, you say, “What are you talking about, preacher?  I understand what you’re saying – a missionary is someone on a mission – but what mission are we given?”  Well, Jesus has given a mission to every Christian, and what is that mission we are called to do?  Jesus said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  Now, Jesus said, “When you go out and you tell other people about Me, listen to me, I’m going to be with you.  I’ll never leave you or forsake you.”  Hey, when you go out on a mission to tell people about Jesus Christ, Jesus is with you. By the way, that is what we call the “Great Commission.”  Or, we may say, it’s a mission.  It’s a command given by Jesus Christ to go on this mission of reaching everybody with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, “Go into all nations and tell them about Me.”  

Jesus makes it a little bit clearer in Mark chapter 16, and verse number 15.  Jesus says, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”  That’s pretty clear.  We are to go everywhere, telling everybody about Jesus Christ.  That sounds like a mission to me.  By the way, that’s a command given by the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  Hey, if we love Jesus, then we will keep His commandments, as the Scripture says.  Hey, I love Jesus.  I want to do what He says.  How about you?  Hey, Jesus gave His life for me, so I want to give my life to tell others about Him.  Jesus gave His life for each and every one of us, and we ought to give our lives to tell others about Him.  Oh, my friends, we are given a mission to go and to preach the Gospel to every creature.  

Hey, will you be a missionary for Jesus?  God only had one Son, Jesus Christ, and He made Him a missionary.  Jesus left the glories of Heaven to come to a sin-cursed earth to give His life on an old, rugged cross.  Jesus suffered, and He bled, and He died to save us from hell and give us a home in Heaven.  Jesus was a missionary on a mission to save people’s lives.  Jesus gave His life so we could go to Heaven.  That was Jesus’ mission.  The Bible says, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)  Hey, we deserve to die and go to hell forever because of our sins, but Jesus was seeking after us when He went to that cross, and He died for us so we could go to Heaven.  Jesus was on a mission to save our souls, and we need to be on a mission to tell other people about Christ so their souls can be saved, so they can be saved from hell and one day go to Heaven.  Oh, let’s be missionaries on a mission to tell others about Jesus.

According to a legend, when Jesus returned to Heaven following His death on the cross and resurrection from the tomb, the angels gathered in amazement.  They gazed at the wounds in His hands and His feet and shuddered to recall His suffering.  Finally Gabriel spoke:  “Master, You suffered terribly down there.  Do they know and appreciate the extent of Your sacrifice?”  Jesus said, “No, not yet.  Right now, only a handful of people in Palestine know.”  Then Gabriel asked, “Then what have you done to let everyone else know?”  Jesus said, “I have asked Peter, James, and John and a few others to spread the good news.  They will tell others who will tell others until the message spreads to the ends of the earth.”  But, Gabriel, knowing the nature of human beings, asked, “What is Your plan B?”  Jesus responded, “I have no Plan B.  I have no Plan B.  There’s no other alternative strategy.  I’m counting on them to reach others.”  Hey, twenty centuries later, Jesus has no other plan, my friend.  God is counting on you and me to tell people about Jesus.  That’s why He said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  My friend, let’s do all we can to reach others for Christ.

Oh, in Acts chapter 17 and verse number 17 in your Bibles, talking about Paul, it says, “Therefore disputed he (Paul) in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him.”  Why was Paul doing this?  Because he was doing everything he could on a daily basis.  He was doing all he could to reach others for Jesus Christ.  He wanted to make a difference.  

Hey, the Bible says in Acts chapter 5 and verse number 42, “And daily in the temple, and in every house they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”  Hey, the apostles went about everywhere, telling people about Jesus.  Let’s never be ashamed.  Let’s take a stand for Jesus Christ.  By the way, let’s do it on a daily basis.  People need Jesus.  Everywhere you go, in the markets and the stores, every day you ought to be thinking, Hey, I’m on a mission to tell others about Jesus.  Let’s be missionaries daily and tell others about Jesus. Daily!
Oh, when the Apostle Paul was preaching to them, he said, “The times of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.”  Paul said, “Hey, you have been trusting in these things to get you to Heaven.  You have been trusting in good works.  Now you need to turn to Jesus Christ.  Now you need to change your mind and realize these things can’t get you to Heaven and only Jesus can.  Turn to Christ.  Repentance is turning from trusting in other things and turning to Jesus Christ to save you.  Repentance is realizing you are a sinner and you deserve to go to hell, but that Jesus died for you, and saying, “Jesus, please save me.”  Oh, turn to Jesus Christ right now and be saved and go to Heaven.  We need to go and tell people about Christ because they are living in darkness.  We need to shine for Jesus Christ.  We need to lift Him up.  Let’s shine for Jesus, hey, like I’m lifting up this light now, so we need to shine by going and telling people about Jesus.  My friends, if you cut off all the lights in this place, and it were dark, completely dark outside, and I lit this light, oh, man, it would shine forth, wouldn’t it?  It would help us.  But why?  Because we are in darkness, and this would give us some light, and that’s what Jesus said.  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)  Jesus said, “Let the light of Me shine through you.”  Because who is the light of the world?  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”  (John 8:12)  Amen.  People are living in darkness all around this world.  They don’t know Jesus as their Saviour.  And we need to go and tell them, “The Light of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ, died for you to save you from hell.”  Oh, the missionary song goes, “Send the light, the blessed Gospel light, let it shine from shore to shore.  Oh, send the light, the blessed Gospel light, and let it shine forevermore.”  My friends, we need to go and let the light of Jesus shine through us.  We need to tell people that Jesus is the Light of the world, and they need to trust in Him to go to Heaven.  We need to cry out, “Here am I!  Here am I!  I will go!  I will reach the lost untold!  I will give the Lord control.  I will tell them of the crimson flow.” Oh, my friends, we need to tell people that Jesus loves them and that Jesus died for them.  Hey, we need to let the light of Jesus shine into all the world.  Look, Jesus wants to use you and me to tell others about Him.  Oh, let’s be a missionary and be on a mission to tell others about Christ.  Wow!  I want to be a missionary.  I want to tell others about the Lord Jesus.  How about you?  Let’s do it!  Amen!  (Put light away.)

Listen to me very carefully.  Jesus gave His life for us, and we ought to give our lives to tell others about Him. Shouldn’t we?  Oh, we need to do that.  Hey, Jesus suffered, and bled and died (show whip) for us.  So let’s tell people about Jesus.  Oh, there are people out there who want to know about Jesus, but we have to be missionaries.  Let’s be a missionary on a mission to tell them about Jesus.  Remember, Jesus gave His life for you, and you ought to give your life to tell others about Him.

A missionary in Egypt was telling a woman the story about the love of Jesus, and at the close, the woman said, “It’s a wonderful story.  Do the people in your country believe it?”  “Yes,” said the missionary.  After a moment’s reflection came the reply, “I don’t think they can believe it, or they would not have been so long in coming to tell us.”  Listen to me.  There are people all around this world that want to know about Jesus, and you and I need to go out and tell them!  Hey, let’s be a missionary!  Let’s go and tell people about Jesus!  I want to do it!  How about you?  Let’s tell people about Jesus!  Amen!
Listen to me very carefully right now.  Edward Kimball was determined to win his Sunday school class to Christ.  One of the boys, a teenager named Dwight Moody, tended to fall asleep on Sundays, but Kimball, undeterred, set out to reach him at work.  His heart was pounding as he entered the store where the young man worked.  Kimball said, “I put my hand on his shoulder, and as I leaned over, I placed my foot upon the shoe box.  I asked him to come to Christ.”  But Kimball left thinking that he had botched the job – that he had messed up – he hadn’t done a good job.  His presentation of the Gospel seemed halting, and he was downcast.  Kimball thought he had messed up.  Moody, however, left the store that day a new person, and eventually became the most prominent evangelist in America.  Moody reached multitudes for Christ.  

On July 17, 1873, Moody arrived in Liverpool, England for a series of crusades.  The meetings went poorly at first, but then the dam burst, and blessings began flowing.  Moody visited the Baptist Chapel, pastored by a scholarly man named F.B. Meyer, who at first disdained, or didn’t like, the American’s unlearned preaching; however, Meyer was soon transfixed and transformed by Moody’s message.  At Moody’s invitation, Meyer toured America.  At Northfield Bible conference, he challenged the crowd, saying, “If you’re not willing to give up everything for Christ, are you willing to be made willing?”  That remark changed the life of a struggling young minister named J. Wilbur Chapman.  Chapman proceeded to become a powerful traveling evangelist in the early 1900’s, and he recruited a converted baseball player named Billy Sunday.  Under Chapman’s eye, Sunday became one of the most spectacular evangelists in American history.  His campaign in Charlotte, North Carolina, produced a group of converts who continued praying for another such visitation of the Spirit.  In 1944, they invited Evangelist Mordecai Ham to conduct a city-wide crusade.  It was during that crusade that Billy Graham was converted.  

Now, listen to me.  We may or may not agree with Billy Graham on everything, but I would dare to say that he has reached more for Christ probably than most of us.  But I do know this.  Listen to me very carefully.  There was a young lady in her later teenage years, maybe about 19, who was sitting in front of a television set one day, and she was watching Billy Graham preach the Gospel – preach about Jesus Christ.  She sat there and she listened, and when he gave the invitation to accept Christ, this young lady asked Jesus to come into her heart and to be her Saviour.  Hey, that lady was my mom.  That was my mom!  She asked Jesus into her heart.  Now, my mom didn’t lead me to the Lord, but she was a big influence in my life that caused me to hear about the Gospel, and then somebody told me about Jesus, and I got saved.  Listen to me.  I have preached in Mexico, the United States, and the Philippines, and literally thousands of people have been saved!  Oh, I’m sure glad that that person told me about Jesus!  I’m sure glad that he was a missionary on a mission to tell others about Jesus.  I’m sure glad Edward Kimball, that man who thought he messed up when he talked to D. L. Moody there that day, made a difference because he decided, “I’m going to be a missionary on a mission to tell D. L. Moody about Jesus,” and people have heard about Jesus ever since because of Kimball’s witness.

Hey, he told D. L. Moody, who told others, who told others, who told others, and I ended up hearing about Jesus Christ.  Jesus changed my life, because Edward Kimball did his job.  He told people about Jesus.  He was a missionary on a mission to tell others about Christ.

Listen to me.  God wants to use you and me to be missionaries on a mission to tell others about Jesus, as well.  I want to be a missionary.  I want to tell people about Jesus.  Do you want to do it?  God can use you.  Don’t you underestimate what God can do.  God can to use you to reach multitudes for Him, and you may do it by just reaching one person.  Never underestimate what God can do through you.  My friend, God wants to use you!  Let’s be missionaries on a mission to tell others about Jesus.  Who would say, “I want to tell others about Jesus”?  Lift up your hand.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

