(Visual - sword)
"Be Strong in the Lord"
Well, it's sure great to be here today, and I want to try to help you, so get your Bibles open to Ephesians chapter 6, verse number 10.  Ephesians chapter 6, verse number 10.  The Bible says in Ephesians chapter 6, verse number 10, "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." (Ephesians 6:10-13)

I want to draw your attention to verse number 10: "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might."  I want to speak to you on the subject, "Be Strong in the Lord."  Oh, my friends, we need to be strong in the Lord to make a difference in this world.

Let's pray.  "Lord, help us to make a difference in this world that Jesus may be glorified. In Jesus' name, Amen."

Listen to me very carefully. At the end of the little dusty road in Central America sat a poor, mud church. The pastor, Julio Martinez, stood tall and confident and preached to his people. However, things were uneasy in the country where Christianity was not known. A sound came from down the street, perhaps somewhere near the river. It was the thud of leather boots and rifles, and they swished against the uniforms. People grew tense. Julio knew the soldiers were coming to the church. But he went right on preaching the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Julio and his Sunday School Superintendent Juan exchanged glances. The outside world did not know that a few Christians had already been killed for preaching about Jesus Christ. The two men wondered if they would be the next to die. Women were crying and children were clinging to their mothers and the men did not move. The soldiers’ faces filled with anger as they stormed the church. Julio knew that these soldiers wanted to stop the voice of the gospel in the village. Julio asked, “What do you want here?” Two soldiers came to the pulpit, grabbing Julio by the shoulders and dragging him from the church. An angry command was given by a superior officer. Behind Julio, Juan was also dragged from the church, and both men were prodded with automatic weapons, moving them toward the river. They were forced to stand with their backs against a railing. The soldiers cursed with hatred spilling from their eyes. “Hands in the air!” the superior officer screamed at Julio. He obeyed as Juan watched helplessly. There were seven soldiers, all with weapons pointed directly at Julio. They knew the orders would soon be coming. 

"Are you willing to deny this God you follow and stop preaching this foolishness?"

Julio felt a great calm fall over him as he answered, "Never!"

"Don't you realize that you will be shot? I can spare your life if you promise to give up this gospel you preach."

Then Julio said, "Jesus Christ gave His life and shed his blood. I could never give him up."

The officer’s face turned bright red. Turning to the seven soldiers, he screamed, "Fire!" 

Seven loud shots rang out, and Julio tumbled into the river, dead. Juan was forced against the railing next. “You work with that preacher,” accused the officer. “What will you do – deny his Christ and live, or follow Him and die?”

Juan felt pale and was trembling. He wanted to be calm. Then he said, “I will never deny my Lord. You will have to shoot me as you shot my friend.”

The man snarled and said, "You are a fool.”

But Juan then said, "I would like to pray before I die." 

The officer crossed his arms and waited with disgust while Juan prayed.

"Father, these men do not understand what they are doing. Please don't punish them. Now I ask you to receive my spirit." As in a dream, Juan heard the guns click and the order to fire. Juan waited, but did not hear anything. Every eye turned to one young soldier who had laid his rifle down. He turned on his heels and walked off the bridge. For a long time the other soldiers stared at him. What had just happened? Uncertainty showed on their faces. Some bit their lips. Then, one by one, the other six soldiers stooped, laid down their weapons, and walked away. The superior soldier cursed and hopped around in fury, but he did not want to be the only one to fire. Juan was safe! 

Weeks went by and then Juan became the new pastor. The church was packed, and sitting up front were seven men with shining faces. They had been the seven soldiers who had thrown their guns down, walking off the bridge that day. Touched by what Julio and Juan had said, these men had given their hearts to Jesus. Now they were doing everything they could to win others to Christ. Oh, my friends, you will never know what God can do, and who can be touched with a faithful testimony for the Lord Jesus as we stand as good soldiers for Christ and stay firm and true to giving the gospel. 
Oh, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
There's a battle raging for souls,

     And it's raging even now.

Satan tempts and tries to lead us wrong

     Like a lion to devour.

But the Lord remains our strength, 

     Giving us grace and truth and power.

So be strong in the Lord.

     Find your courage in Christ the Conqueror.

He has won the battle for us all,
     So be strong in the Lord.

(Visual - pick up sword.) My friends, we are in a fight. We're in a battle.  Oh, we're in a war. Therefore, we need to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Oh, it's a spiritual battle we are in. The Bible says, "Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." (Ephesians 6:13) The Bible goes on to command us in Ephesians 6:14-19 how to stand for Christ: "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel."

Me pongo la armadura de Dios orando algo así cada día: “Señor Jesús, estoy ciñendo mis lomos con la verdad.  Jesús, tu eres la verdad.  Jesús, yo quiero que tu verdad sea mi enfoque. Señor Jesús, estoy usando la coraza de justicia.  Jesús, tu eres mi justicia.  Jesús, quiero tener mi corazón bien contigo.  Jesús, quiero vivir correctamente.  Jesús, he calzado mis pies con el apresto del evangelio de la paz.  Jesús, necesito tu ayuda para proclamar el evangelio de paz a donde quiera que vaya.  Señor Jesús, necesito el escudo de la fe para apagar los dardos de fuego del maligno.  Jesús, mi fe esta en ti.  Jesús, creo en ti.  Confío en ti, y dependo de ti en todo lo que haga.  Y Satanás es vencido por el nombre y la sangre de Cristo.  Cristo, mi fe está en ti.  Señor Jesús, estoy usando el yelmo de la salvación.  Jesús, Tu eres mi Salvación.  El cielo es mi hogar.  Quiero pensar acerca de las cosas que tienen que ver con salvación.  Señor Jesús, tomo la espada del espíritu, que es la Palabra de Dios.  Jesús, tu eres la Palabra, la Palabra viviente de Dios.  Quiero usar la palabra de Dios en todo lo que hago, en cada situación que me encuentro.  Jesús, tu eres todo para mí.  Tú eres mi vida.  Quiero glorificarte en todo lo que haga.”  Yo tomo la armadura de Dios, orando algo similar cada día.  Usted puede ponerse la armadura de Dios de otra manera, pero Dios nos manda a todos que nos pongamos la armadura de Dios.
Oh, my friends, we must stand strong for the Lord Jesus Christ and live for Him, no matter what. When Adoniram Judson graduated from college and seminary, he received a call from a fashionable church in Boston to become its assistant pastor. Every one congratulated him. His mother and sister rejoiced that he could live at home with them and do his life work. But Judson shook his head and said, "No. My work is not here," he said, "God has called me beyond the seas. To stay here, even to serve God in His ministry, I feel would only be partial obedience. I could not be happy with that." 

Although it cost him a great struggle, he left mother and sister to follow the heavenly call. The fashionable church in Boston still remained rich and strong, but Judson’s church in Burma had 50,000 converts, and the influence of his consecrated life is still felt around the world today. Oh, God used him in a great and mighty way because he said, “I am going to follow Jesus, no matter what.” 

I’m reminded of Joshua as he was taking over after the great man, Moses, had passed from the scene and passed away. He was to lead millions into the Promised Land, and conquer the land for the Lord. He was scared, and worried because God said, “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:9) Oh, Jesus is saying the same to you. “I’ll be with you! Lo, I will be with you to the end of the world.” 

But we’ve got to put Jesus first in everything. Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) As Joshua got into the Word of God, that’s where he got success because God commanded him saying, “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) Do you want to be prosperous? Do you want to cleanse your way of the wrong things? Do you want to have a successful life? Then get into the Word of God. Hide it in your heart. Meditate upon it. Sing it! Memorize it! Put it on the walls of your house. Put it everywhere you can so you are seeing the Word of God. Think about the Word of God constantly. Day and night we’re to meditate upon it!

The Bible says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:32) See, God’s Word is truth, and it can set us free. 
When the Christians in Lahore, India wanted to stamp Matthew 11:28 on the back of the Gospels they had printed, they found they could not obtain a rubber stamp with which to do it. The only way to obtain this stamp with the words of the Lord Jesus on it, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” was to get a clever Muslim to cut the words in the rubber for them. This follower of the false prophet did a good job for the saints. However, while the Indian was doing his work on the soft rubber, God by His Spirit was doing a work in the heart of this Oriental. Oh, what a surprise and joy it was to the missionary, when the rubber stamp was finished, to hear the Muslim say, “When I was cutting those words in the rubber, God was cutting them in my heart,” and he trusted Christ as his Saviour. Oh, the Word of God is all-powerful. My friends, let's decide to use the Word of God to glorify Jesus in everything we say and do. Oh, "For to me to live is Christ..." (Philippians 1:21) We need to do all to the glory of God. Some people spend so much time reading books about the Bible that they never actually get around to reading the Bible. Unless you read your Bible, what point is there to having one? An illustration of this comes from the front page of a newspaper:

The driver of a big truck cut in front of a compact car without giving a signal. A little further on, both had to stop at a red light. The driver of the compact car, took a car wrench, marched straight to the truck, and smashed the rearview mirror! He looked at the driver, and announced, “As long as you don’t use it, then you don’t need it.” Then he turned, and went back to his car, and drove off. Then, the truck driver’s response was simply this: “I deserved that.” 

Oh, he didn't use his mirror, and what good is the Bible if you don’t use it, if you don’t read it, if you don’t meditate on it? Oh, we’ve got to use the Word of God! 

I remember a young boy was invited to a party in a home, and he was given, by a beautiful girl, directions to the house. He was so amazed that she had invited him. He opened it up, and he could hardly understand a word of the directions. He studied and studied it, till he found the answer. Oh, if you really love the Lord, and you read, and meditate, and ponder upon His Word, then He’ll show you great and mighty things. “...while I was musing {on the Word of God} the fire burned...” (Psalms 39:3) Oh, my friends, let's use the Word of God to impact this world for Jesus Christ and live for Him, no matter what!

Let’s be a living demonstration of the love of Christ. A disheveled student at Columbia University came into a morning church service in New York City. He crept into a back seat and sat down. He had spent the night wandering through the streets of the city. Battling with his doubts, now he was seeking a haven of rest. He was wondering if anything could give a man peace and satisfaction. 

That morning, he looked over the audience and saw one of his great professors, a great scientist and a good teacher at Columbia University. Having had him for a class, this young man knew something of the high position of this man in the academic world, yet he saw the big man sitting there with head bowed in prayer and listening to the sermon. The young man thought, “If a man like that can believe in God and Jesus Christ, I can, too.” He walked out of that building a believer, trusting in Jesus for his salvation. He had heard the message of Christ from the pulpit, but he saw the work of Christ through the life of a man which he respected. The professor knew nothing of what had happened that Sunday morning. 

One day, a medical missionary returned to the U.S. The man’s name was heralded in the newspapers as being one of the greatest contributors to the medical missions that the nation had had for a quarter of a century. The first person he went to see when he got to New York City was his professor now retired. Sitting in the professor’s study, he told him of that Sunday morning when Christ spoke to his heart as a result of seeing the professor in the service.

Oh, my friends, if we will be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might and stand for the Lord, no matter what, then we will make a great impact on others for the Lord Jesus Christ.

The story is told of a man and his son in Indianapolis during the Civil War. The boy enlisted in the Union army. The father was a banker and though he consented to his son's going, it seemed as though it would take his very life to see him leave. The father became immensely interested in other soldiers. Whenever he saw a uniform, his heart went out to the one wearing it. He thought of his own son. He spent much time with them to the neglect of his business. He gave his money for raising companies or regiments and for caring for soldiers who came home sick. At last, his friends said, “Hey, there ought to be a moderation in all things. You have no right to neglect your business in this manner.” 

The businessman resolved that he would spend less time and thought on soldiers. He would attend to his business and let the government take care of the boys in blue, the soldiers. After he came to the decision, there stepped into his bank a private soldier in a faded, worn uniform. His face and hands showed the marks of battle. The poor fellow was fumbling in his shirt to get something when the banker saw him. Then, perceiving the man’s purpose, he said to the fellow, “My dear fellow, I cannot do anything for you today, for I’m extremely busy. You will have to go up to the headquarters. The officers there will look after you.” 

The poor, returning soldier stood there not seeming to understand what he said. Still, he fumbled in his shirt. At last, he fished out a scrap of dirty paper, on which there were a few lines written in pencil. He laid the soiled sheet before the banker. On it were these words, “Dear Father, this is one of my comrades. He was wounded in our last fight and has been in the hospital. Please receive him as myself. - Charlie”

Oh, in a moment, the resolutions which the banker had made of not helping soldiers fled away. He took the boy to his beautiful home, put him in his son Charlie’s room, and gave him Charlie's seat at the table. He kept him until food, rest, and love had brought the soldier back to health, and then the soldier went back to his place of service. Oh, this man decided to help the wounded soldiers and to stay true to the cause of helping others. Oh, my friends, the Bible says, "...and having done all, to stand."  Oh, we need to stand true to the cause of Christ and do all we can to take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world. So let's decide we will obey the command of the Lord Jesus Christ to "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."  (Mark 16:15) Oh, Jesus promised us that He will never leave us nor forsake us. "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."  My friends, we can truly do all things through Christ which strengthens us.  So let's reach this world for Christ.

Oh, there are so many people all over the world who want to know the truth, and we must do all we can to reach them before it's too late.  

Listen to me very carefully. Two gentlemen standing near a great heathen temple in India saw a native woman approach the temple with a little child in her arms. She lifted the child before the idol, and they saw the child was sick and deformed. They heard the woman pray, “Grant that my child may become comely, and fair, and strong like other children.” 

When she turned to go away, one of the men approached her and asked, “Friend, to whom were you praying?” 

She answered, “I don’t know, but surely there must be someone somewhere to hear a mother’s cry and keep a mother’s heart from breaking.” 

Oh, such an illustration should drive us to go out to tell such people that there is Someone somewhere Who is God Almighty Who loves and cares about them and wants to help them. So therefore come to Jesus with your situation! Don’t seek out some heathen idol who cannot hear the cries of a broken heart. Oh, Jesus loves you, and He said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

Oh, my friends, let's go all over the world, telling them the good news that Jesus loves them, that Jesus died for them, and that Jesus will save them. Oh, let's be strong in the Lord and take the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to every creature!

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

