Open Your Eyes
Open your Bibles to II Kings chapter 6.  We’ll start with verse 8.  Would you please stand for the reading of God’s Word.  (II Kings 6:8-17) “Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp.  And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down.  And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.  Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel?  And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.  And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan.  Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city about.  And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?  And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.  And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.”
The title of my message today is “Open Your Eyes.”  Open your eyes.  Let’s pray.

Dear Lord Jesus, we sure do love You today.  Thank you for all You have done for us.  Thank you that You gave Your life on Calvary’s cross that we might have everlasting life.  And I pray that You would take the next few moments and glorify Jesus with all that is said and done.  I pray that if someone has a heavy burden or a heartache upon their heart tonight, that they would give it to You, Lord Jesus.  We give you the praise, the glory, and honor for what You’re about ready to do.  May we leave this place changed.  In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.  You may be seated.

Here a battle was going on between the king of Syria and the king of Israel.  And the king of Syria was wondering, “How in the world does the king of Israel know what is happening?  He knows where I am going to be.  He knows where I am going to camp.  How does he know that?”  And someone said, “Elisha, the prophet, the preacher if you will, has told him what thou sayest in thy bedchamber.  See, the man of God is telling the king of Israel what is going to happen.”  And the king said, “We need to get this man of God.  We need to get him.”  So he gathered all kinds of troops together, and they went and surrounded the city of Dothan, where the man of God was.  One day the servant and Elisha got up and they saw a crowd, an army surrounding the city.  Elisha’s servant, the guy who served the man of God, said, “I’m scared.  I’m scared!  What’s going to happen to us, Elisha?”  And Elisha said, “Settle down.  It’s all right.  God is with us.”  And the guy said, “Wait a minute.  Wait a minute.  I don’t understand.  Are you blind, preacher?  Are you blind?  Don’t you see all these men surrounding us?”  And Elisha said, “You don’t understand.  God is with us.”  The guy said, “Oh, no.  What is wrong with the preacher?  He’s lost his mind.”  Then all of the sudden Elisha prayed out to God and said, “God, open his eyes, that he may see.”  All of the sudden, the servant’s eyes were opened, and he saw all the chariots all around there, all the angels all around there, and he realized, “Hey, wait a minute.  God is with us.  Hey, the preacher was right.  God will never leave us or forsake us.”  He realized that God was with him.
Listen to me.  I don’t know what your tragedy is – the tragedy that you are facing right now.  I don’t know what heartache you have right now.  I don’t know what burden is heavy upon your heart.  I don’t know why maybe you cry yourself to sleep.  I don’t know what is pressing upon your heart.  I don’t know why you are overwhelmed or why you feel like, “Why is this happening to me?  Why is this happening to me?  Why is this occurring in my life?”  I don’t know what your burdens are.  I don’t know what your heartache is.  But I say unto you today, “Do you see it?  Do you see it?  Do you see it?”  You say, “What are you talking about, preacher?”  I’m saying this:  “Do you see that the Lord is with you?  He said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”  See, I don’t know what your burden is.  I don’t know what your heartache is.  But listen to me, God will never leave you.  God will never forsake you.  He is always there with you.

Hey, you might be afraid.  You might be scared.  You might be like that servant of Elisha who said, “Hey, preacher, what’s going on here?  I’m surrounded.  The enemy is attacking me.”  Hey, the Devil might be coming against you, but I tell you this:  Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  What is the victory that overcometh the world?  Even our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We have the victory in Jesus.  We have the victory.  Let me ask you:  What do you see today?  

Do you see a giant, or a victory?  David was guarding sheep, watching over them, and one day a bear came out and attacked the sheep.  God gave David the power and he went and killed that bear.  One day a lion came out and was attacking those sheep, and God strengthened David, and he killed that lion.

One day his daddy said, “Go and take some food and some supplies to your brothers.”  So he went out to where the battle was occurring.  Now there was a battle going on between the Israelites and the Philistines.  David went there, and, all of the sudden, he saw a big old giant out there, taunting the children of Israel, making fun of God, making fun of God’s Word.  The giant said, “Come here.  Give me a young man.  I’ll tear him up.  Come here!”  David didn’t like that.  “I don’t like anybody talking about my God.  I don’t like anybody talking about Jehovah.  I don’t like anybody talking about Jesus.  I don’t like anybody talking about the Word of God.  Hey, nobody’s going to defy my God.  Nobody’s going to get away with that.  Somebody’s got to stop him.”  His brother said, “Hey, settle down.  You’re just a young person.  You can’t handle this big old giant.  Settle down.”  David said, “You’re not going to settle me down.  Nobody’s going to make fun of my Jesus.  Nobody’s going to make fun of my God.  I want a piece of that giant.”
I can imagine the battle scene that day, where the big fight was to occur.  David walked out there, and the giant saw him and laughed and said, “You send me a boy?  Good night, I’m going to wipe him out, and then I’m going to come after the rest of you.  Come here, boy.  Come here!”  I can see David getting out there, moving around, Wah!  He was ready to fight.  Goliath was out there making fun of God, making fun of Jehovah, and David said, “You’re not going to do it.  You might come to me with a big old spear, a big old sword, and all your armor there, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Hosts of Israel!”  And he drew back with that old sling, and something went into the forehead of that giant that had never gone in there before.  I can see that old giant.  Whew!  (Crash)  He fell down.  
David didn’t have a sword, so he ran up to Goliath, and he took his sword, and he cut off his head.  I can imagine old David picking up that head and saying, “Hey, nobody makes fun of my God!  Nobody makes fun of my Jesus!  Nobody makes fun of my Word!”  Hey, listen to me, I don’t know what giants you are facing today.  I don’t know what seems bigger than you, but you have a great big God Who can take care of any giant.  That giant was nothing to Jesus.  Goliath was nothing to Almighty God.  And whatever is coming against you, listen to me, greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.  You have the victory through Christ.
Let me ask you, do you see a fiery furnace, or God in the midst of the fire?  I think of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego – those men of God. The evil king said, “You’re going to have to bow before a golden image.”  But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego said, “We’re not going to do it.  We’re not going to bow before some golden image.  We serve the Almighty God, and we’re not going to bow before any golden image.  You’re crazy.”  The king said, “If you don’t do it, we’re going to throw you in the midst of the fire.”  They said, “You might do that, but we’re not going to deny our God.”  Listen to me.  We need some men and women of God, some children who will say, “Hey, I don’t care what the world says.  I don’t care if they make fun of me.  I care about what God says.  I care about what my Jesus says.” 
I can see it in my mind’s eye right now.  They heated up the furnace so hot that it caught the people on fire who were heating it up.  Wow!  They brought Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and they pushed them into the fire.  The old king got up there and he looked into the fire and he said, “Wait a minute.  Wait a minute.  I see Shadrach.  I see Meshach.  I see Abed-nego.  They’re walking in the fire, and they’re not burned up.  But, wait a minute!  Wait a minute!  I see Someone Else walking in the fire!  Who is that?  Who is that?  Hey, that’s none other than the Son of God!  It was Jesus Christ right in the midst of that fire – a Cristophany – a pre-appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus was right there with them!  Wow!  Listen to me.  I don’t know what fire you are in today.  I don’t know what is burning against you.  I don’t know what is overtaking you.  But Jesus is right there with you.  They came out of that fire, and their clothes weren’t even singed.  Why?  Because Jesus was with them.

Let me ask you.  Do you see Moses at the Red Sea, facing destruction or deliverance?  Moses, that great man of God, was leading the children of Israel.  He was going to lead them to the Promised Land.  They came up to the Red Sea.  I’m sure everybody said, “This is it.  The Egyptians are chasing after us.  We’re going to die.  They’re going to kill us.  What’s going to happen right now?”  And I can imagine Moses saying, “You’re about ready to see God move.”  They said, “Moses, don’t you see that sea there?”  Moses said, “God is with us.”  They got to that Red Sea, and God parted the Red Sea, and they walked over on dry land.  What do you see – destruction, or deliverance?  
The thief cometh not but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  He wants to destroy your family.  He wants to destroy people you care about, but listen to me, you rise up and you get a hold of Almighty God.  You should say, “God, I need You!  God, I can’t make it without You!”  And God will be right there with you.  He is no respector of persons.  Just like He was with Moses, He will be with you.  As He was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, He will be with you.  As He was with David, He will be with you.

Let me ask you – with the blind man – do you see a problem or a solution?  Imagine, if you will, if you were blind, and someone had to lead you around.  Imagine, even trying to go down steps, that could be dangerous.  Imagine a blind man, having to be led around.  One day a blind man was begging alms, and the people were walking by.  All of the sudden he heard the rustle of the crowd, and he said, “Wait a minute.  Something is going on here.  What is happening here?”  And somebody said, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”  He said, “Wait a minute!  Jesus?  Jesus of Nazareth is passing by?  I’ve heard about this Jesus.  If I can get to this Jesus, I’ll be set free.”  I can imagine him hollering out, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!  Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And the people said, “Be quiet.  Be quiet.  Don’t bother the Master.  Don’t bother the Teacher.  He’s a busy man.  Don’t do it.  Don’t do it.”  But he said, “I don’t care what anybody else says.  Hey, I’m going to get to Jesus.  I’m not going to let anybody stop me!  I’ve got to get to the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Great I Am, the Mighty God, the Prince of Peace!  I’ve got to get to Jesus!”  And he said, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And Jesus said, “Somebody is calling My name!  Somebody’s calling My name.”  And Jesus went to the blind man and He healed the blind man.  Listen to me.  I don’t know what is coming against you, but Jesus is greater than that problem.  
Let me ask you – do you see death or life?  I think of Lazarus.  Lazarus had died, and he was put in the tomb, and everybody was weeping.  It was around the fourth day when Jesus finally got to the area.  People were saying, “He’s already dead.  He’s already dead.”  Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.  Don’t you believe this?”  The lady said, “Well, if You say it, Jesus.”  I’m sure they had a little doubt there.  Jesus walked up there and He hollered out, “Lazarus, come forth.”  You know what?  If He wouldn’t have just said, “Lazarus,” everybody would have come out of the graves there.  But He said, “Lazarus, come forth!”  And Lazarus came out, and he was wrapped in grave clothes, and they unwrapped him, and, bless God, they were excited because God did a great thing among them.  Listen to me.  Don’t look at the negative.  Look at the fact that God is on your side.  We as Christians spend too much time looking at the negative, not realizing that God is with us.  God is with us.  He will never leave us or forsake us.

Let me ask you – do you see prison or freedom?  Think of the Apostle Paul, one of the greatest preachers of all time, wrote two-thirds of the New Testament, one of the greatest missionaries of all time.  Most of the time when he went into a city he would look for the jail, because that’s where he ended up.  There he was sitting in a jail cell, and he was praising God.  He said this:  “Not that I speak in respect of want, for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”  He wrote that from a prison cell.  Would you be all happy if you were in a prison cell today?  He was happy.  He said, “Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice.”  He was in a prison cell writing that.  He didn’t just see the prison cell.  He was free in Jesus Christ.  
What do you see tonight?  Do you see Hell or Heaven?  The Bible says, “It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment.”  You don’t have to go to Hell.  Jesus paid the price for you.  Some of us as Christians feel like we are in Hell right now on this earth, with everything happening to us.  But, listen to me.  You can Heaven on this earth.  You can have a sweet relationship with Jesus.  And one day we can look forward to getting to see Jesus.  A place of no more hurt, no more pain, no more sorrow, no more heartaches, no more burdens.  One day, one day, we will get to see Jesus.  Wow!  I can’t wait until I see Jesus.  Think about that.
Do you see Jesus, leaving the glories of Heaven to come to a sin-cursed earth for you and for me?  Do you see Him as he walked among the people, and He saw a person who had a disease, and He healed that person with that disease?  Do you see Jesus walking among the people, and He saw a blind man, and He healed that blind man?  Do you see Him as He saw someone who was demon-possessed, and He went up to that demon-possessed person and cast the demon out?  
Do you see Jesus and what He went through for you?  Those big Roman soldiers took a cat of nine tails and they ripped Jesus’ back open.  They put a blindfold over Jesus’ eyes and they put a crown of thorns on His head.  Blood came down our Saviour’s face.  Soldiers hit Jesus while He was blindfolded and said, “Who hit You, Jesus?  Who hit You, Jesus?”  They drove spikes into His hands and into His feet.  And Jesus hung there on that cross, and suffered, and bled, and died because He loves us.  Listen to me.  Jesus loves you.  He will never leave you nor forsake you.  He went through Hell for you.  He hung on the cross, and He looked up and He said, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?”  At that moment in time, Jesus suffered the Hell that we should have to suffer for all eternity.  He went through that because He loves us.

What do you see tonight?  Do you see a Saviour Who loves you and cares about you, or are you so caught up in your burdens and your heartaches and your tragedies that you’re not looking to Jesus?  Listen – He’s the One Who can take those burdens away from you.  Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  Why don’t you come and give it to Jesus tonight?  The Bible says, “Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.”  Jesus loves you tonight, and He wants to take that burden away from you.  He want to help you.  He’ll give you the strength to overcome that temptation.  He’ll give you the strength to keep going forward.  Why don’t you come to Jesus today?  You might be saying, “I can’t handle it anymore.  I can’t handle it anymore.”  Listen to me.  I can’t handle it without the Lord’s help, and you can’t handle it either.  So why don’t you come to Jesus today?
A king was fighting along with his sol​diers against their enemy. In the midst of the battle, a lieu​tenant was wounded. The wounded officer called for a sol​dier and gave him a few keepsakes and bade him to take them to his family. He ordered him to leave the battle​field, but the soldier tried to carry the lieutenant to a place of safety. Some other soldiers urged him to save himself, but still he remained, struggling to protect his lieutenant.

A horn sounded, and the whisper went around that the king had left the field, but the soldier struggled on. Finally the lieutenant died in his arms.

Throwing himself on the corpse of his dead officer, the young soldier cried out, "Even the king has gone away!"

Just then a hand was laid upon his shoulder. Looking up, he found himself looking into the face of the king.  

The king said, "My boy, others have gone, but your king is still with you." 

Hey, you may feel like you’re all alone, but, listen to me, your King – Jesus Christ – is still with you.  Jesus said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  Jesus is always with you.

Every head bowed, every eye closed.

